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THE  ACCURACY  OF  THIS  EXPOSITION 

ATTESTED. 

State  of  Michigan,  ) 

County  of  Ottawa.  ) 

Jacob  0.  Doesburg,  of  Holland,  Ottawa  county,  Michigan, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  society  called  Freemasons,  and  that  he  took 
in  due  form  the  Masonic  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice, 
Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason,  in  Grand  Haven  Lodge,  No. 
139,  F.  and  A.  M.,  in  the  year  1864,  at  Grand  Haven,  Michigan ; 
and  the  degrees  of  Mark  Master,  Past  Master,  Most  Excellent 
Master  and  Royal  Arch,  in  Grand  Rapids  Chapter,  No.  7, 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  and  that  he  is  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  said  Masonic  degrees. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  was  a charter 
member  of  Unity  Lodge,  No.  191,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Holland, 
Michigan,  and  for  the  years  1869  and  1870  presided  as  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  said  Unity  Lodge,  No.  191,  F.  and  A.  M. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  has  very  care- 
fully revised  the  book  entitled  “ Freemasonry  Illustrated,” 
published  by  Ezra  A.  Cook  & Co.,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and 
that  said  book  contains  a strictly  accurate  and  complete 
statement  and  description  of  the  entire  ritual,  ceremonies, 
signs  and  grips  and  other  “ secrets”  of  the  first  seven  degrees 
of  Freemasonry. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  first  three  de- 
grees are  given  in  “ Freemasonry  Illustrated  ” precisely  the 
same  as  he  conferred  them,  when  Worshipful  Master  of 
Unity  Lodge,  No.  191,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  the  same  as  he  has 
seen  them  conferred  in  many  other  Masonic  lodges,  and  on  a 
careful  comparison,  he  finds  that  the  ritual  and  ceremonies 
given  in  “Freemasonry  Illustrated”  *are  precisely  the  same 
as  given  in  a Key  to  the  Worshipful  Master  of  Unity  Lodge, 
No.  191,  F.  and  A.  M.,  by  the  late  Stillman  Blanchard,  Grand 
Visitor  and  Lecturer  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Michigan,  at 
Holland,  Michigan,  in  the  year  1867. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  this  Key  was  writ- 
ten almost  entire  in  his  own  handwriting,  the  remainder  by 
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George  Lauder,  first  Worshipful  Master  of  said  Unity 
Lodge,  No.  191,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  that,  when  finished,  after 
careful  revising  and  comparing  with  the  official  Key  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  this  Key  was  pro- 
nounced perfect ; and  that  the  following  official  certificate 
was  then  written  in  said  Key : 

“ Holland,  Mich.,  May  27,  A.  L.  5867. 

“I  have  this  day  with  Bro.  Geo.  Lauder  and  Bro.  J.  O. 
Doesburg  carefully  examined  the  foregoing  cypher,  in  the 
lectures  of  the  three  first  degrees  of  Masonry,  by  the  State 
Key,  and  find  that  they  are  enabled  to  read  the  same  with 


perfect  accuracy.  _ 

[Signed.]  “S.  BLANCHARD, 

G.  Vis.  and  Lee.” 

And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  each  candidate, 
no  matter  what  may  be  his  social  position,  is  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  the  degrading  ceremonies,  described  in  “ Freemasonry 
Illustrated,”  consisting  in  the  first  or  Entered  Apprentice 
degree  of  stripping  the  candidate  to  his  shirt  and  drawers, 
and  exchanging  his  drawers  for  a pair  furnished  him  by  the 
lodge,  which  fasten  with  strings ; the  left  leg  of  them  rolled 
up  above  the  knee,  the  left  foot  bare,  left  breast  bare,  and  a 
slip-shod  slipper  on  his  right  foot,  a hoodwink  over  his  eyes, 
and  a small  rope,  called  a cable-tow,  once  around  his  neck;  in 
the  second,  or  Fellow  Craft’s  degree,  prepared  the  same,  ex- 
cept the  right  foot,  leg  and  breast  are  bare,  and  the  cable-tow 
is  twice  around  the  naked  right  arm,  above  the  elbow;  in  the 


third,  or  Master  Mason’s  degree  both  feet,  legs  and  breasts 
are  bare,  and  the  cable-tow  three  times  around  his  body, 
hoodwinked  as  before.  His  shirt  is  often  taken  off  entirely 
in  the  third  degree,  and  is  turned  around  in  either  degree 
when  it  does  not  open  in  front.  In  each  degree  a horrible 
oath  is  taken ; the  penalty  in  the  first  degree  being  cutting 
the  throat  and  tearing  out  the  tongue,  in  the  second  the 
breast  torn  open  and  heart  plucked  out,  in  the  third,  his  body 
severed  in  twain  and  his  bowels  taken  from  thence  and  burn- 
ed to  ashes.  In  the  third  or  Master  Mason’s  degree  they  pre- 
tend to  murder  the  candidate,  bury  him,  and  after  fifteen 
days  raise  him  to  life  on  the  “ five  points  of  fellowship. 

‘ In  each  of  the  Chapter  degrees  similar  murderous  oaths 
are  taken.  In  the  first  Chapter  degree,  which  is  the  fourth 
degree  of  Masonry,  entitled  Mark  Master’s  degree,  the  candi- 
date is  in  his  shirt  sleeves,  both  sleeves  rolled  up  above  the 
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elbows,  a cable-tow  four  times  around  his  body,  no  hoodwink ; 
in  the  Past  Master’s  degree  there  is  no  special  preparation ; 
in  the  Most  Excellent  Masters  degree  has  a cable-tow  six 
times  around  his  body,  but  no  hoodwink ; in  the  Royal  Arch 
degree,  three  and  only  three  are  initiated  at  once,  have  coats 
off,  are  hoodwinked  and  are  connected  by  a long  cable-tow, 
wound  seven  times  around  the  body  of  each.  The  conductor 
of  the  candidates  personates  Moses,  and  a man  the  Almighty 
at  the  burning  bush ; the  miracles  of  Moses  before  Pharaoh 
are  mimicked  and  also  the  dedication  of  the  second  temple  at 
Jerusalem,  and  they  pretend  to  find  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant 
in  an  underground  arch  in  the  rubbish  of  Solomon’s  temple. 
The  lodge  room  is  termed  the  Tabernacle,  the  highest  officer 
the  High  Priest ; the  second,  King ; the  third  Scribe ; the  fourth, 
Captain  of  the  Host.  The  pretended  ineffable  name  of  God 
is  given  as  the  Grand  Omnific  or  Royal  Arch  word. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  signs,  grips, 
words  and  passes,  ritual  and  ceremonies,  in  general  practice 
in  Masonic  lodges  throughout  the  United  States  are  substan- 
tially the  same,  the  “work”  given  in  “ Freemasonry  Illustrated” 
being  exactly  as  is  practiced  in  lodges  throughout  the  State 
of  Michigan.  JACOB  O.  DOESBURG. 

State  of  Michigan,  ) 

County  of  Ottawa,  f s 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  21st  day  of  Oc- 
tober, A.  D.  1870. 

[SEAL.]  ISAAC  FAIRBANKS. 

Notary  Public  in  and  for  Ottawa  county,  Mich. 

State  of  Michigan,  \ 

County  of  Ottawa,  ) * 

Frank  Slooter,  of  Holland,  Ottawa  county,  Midi.,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  society  of  Freemasons,  and  that  he  took  in  due  form 
the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master 
Mason,  in  Unity  Lodge,  No.  191,  F.  and  A.  M.,  Holland,  Mich., 
and  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  has  been  Junior  and 
Senior  Warden  of  said  Unity  Lodge,  No.  101,  F.  and  A.  M., 
and  that  he  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  three  first  degrees 
of  Masonry,  and  that  he  is  intimately  acquainted  with  Past 
Master  Jacob  O.  Doesburg,  and  that  he  has  many  times  seen 
the  said  Jacob  0.  Doesburg  confer  the  said  three  degrees  in 
Unity  Lodge,  No.  101,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and  that  after  a careful 
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examination  of  the  proof  sheets  of  a hook  entitled.  “ Free- 
masonry Illustrated,”  published  by  Ezra  A.  Cook  & Co.,  of 
Chicago,  111.,  he  finds  the  same  to  contain  a perfect  and  com- 
plete description  and  accurate  statement  of  the  three  first 
degrees  of  Freemasonry,  as  is  worked  in  every  lodge  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  in  conformity  to  the  Grand  Lodge  Key, 
and  substantially  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  the  Key  made  use 
of  for  this  exposition  is  the  identical  official  Key , which  he 
has  often  used  himself  officially  as  Senior  Warden  of  Unity 
Lodge,  No.  191,  F.  and  A.  M.  FRANK  SLOOTER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, A.  D.  1879.  JAMES  TEN  EYCK, 

J ustice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  Ottawa  county , Mich. 

State  of  Michigan,  ) 

County  of  Ottawa.  ) 88 ’ 

John  Hoek,  Senior,  of  Laketown,  Allegan  county,  Mich., 
being  duly  sworn,  .deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  has  been 
a member  of  the  society  of  Freemasons,  and  that  he  took  in 
due  form  the  degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft 
and  Master  Mason,  in  Battle  Creek  Lodge,  No.  12,  F.  and  A. 
M.,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  this  deponent  further  saith,  that 
he  took  in  due  form  the  Masonic  degrees  of  Mark  Master, 
Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master  and  Royal  Arch,  in  Bah 
tie  Creek  Chapter  No.  19,  at  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  and  that  he 
was  a member  in  good  and  regular  standing  at  the  time  of 
his  seceding  from  the  society  of  Freemasons,  which  he  did 
about  one  year  ago. 

And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  is  familiar  with 
the  ritual  and  ceremonies  of  the  seven  degrees  referred  to, 
and  that,  after  a careful  examination  of  the  proof  sheets  of 
a book  entitled  “Freemasonry  Illustrated,”  published  by 
Ezra  A.  Cook  & Co.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  he  finds  the  same  to  con- 
tain a complete  and  accurate  statement  and  description  of 
the  ritual,  ceremonies  and  secrets  of  the  said  seven  degrees 
of  Freemasonry,  generally  known  as  Entered  Apprentice, 
Fellow  Craft,  Master  Mason,  Mark  Master,  Past  Master, 
Most  Excellent  Master  and  Royal  Arch. 

JOHN  HOEK,  Sr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  24th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1879.  H.  D.  POST, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  Ottawa  county , Mich. 


PUBLISHERS’  PREFACE 


For  years  we  hare  had  in  mind  an  ideal  Exposition  oi 
Freemasonry.  Freemasonry  is  a false  religion,  a counterfeit 
of  the  true,  (see  notes  28,  41,  64,  71,  77,  87,  131,  134, 
137,  159,  161,  208,  212,  and  pages  37—8)  and  it  is  not 
strange  that  this  counterfeit,  this  masterpiece  of  Satan,  should 
prove  the  “deceivableness  of  unrighteousness1’  (2  Thes.  ii. 
10.)  Hence  it  should  not  be  a matter  of  surprise  that  some  per- 
sons, after  a hasty  perusal  of  the  ritual,  with  its  garbled 
Scripture  quotations,  mock  prayers  and  solemn  ceremonies, 
are  deceived  as  to  the  real  character  of  them,  and  do  not  see 
that  though  truly  a religion,  Freemasonry  is  the  devil’s  relig- 
ion, prepared  with  all  his  cunning,  as  a substitute  for  the 
religion  of  Christ. 

It  is  said  that  in  localities  where  poisonous  reptiles  abound 
a plant  grows  near  by  which  cures  their  bite.  Along  with 
the  subtle  poison  in  these  lodge  ceremonies  we  offer  the  reader 
an  antidote.  In  the  foot  notes  will  be  found  abundant  and 
unimpeachable  evidence  of  the  poison,  and  in  the  analysis  of 
each  degree  the  reader  is  pointed  to  the  true  remedy. 

It  has  been  noticed  by  many  with  astonishment  and  regret 
that  the  testimony  of  seceding  Freemasons,  though  they 
be  men  of  the  highest  standing  as  Christian  teachers  and 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  seemed  to  have  little  or  no  weight 
with  many  fair-minded  men,  because  they  were  so  bitterly 
denounced  as  “perjured  villains”  by  their  former  lodge 
brethren. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  all  sane  persons  must  see 
that  nothing  less  than  a most  imperative  sense  of  duty  could 
induce  any  one  who  cares  for  his  reputation  to  brave  the  storm 
of  calumny  sure  to  follow  a public  renunciation  of  Freemason- 
ry, it  is  true  that  hundreds  of  otherwise  candid  persons  not 
connected  with  the  lodge,  who  previous  to  such  renunciation 
would  take  his  word  on  any  subject  without  question,  now 
look  upon  the  seceder  with  suspicion,  if  not  contempt  And 
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yet  it  probably  required  of  this  Christian  minister  more  moral 
courage  to  thus  warn  others  against  the  lodge  than  any  previ- 
ous act  in  a long  life  of  self-denying  labor  for  Christ. 

To  strengthen  the  testimony  of  these  godly  men,  and  by  a 
most  rigid  examination  and  cross-examination  of  the  witnesses 
if  the  defendant  in  this  struggle  against  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness to  prove  that  the  published  revelations  of  Free  masonry  are 
correct,  and  that  the  doctrines  inculcated  in  its  ritual  and 
ceremonies,  as  stated  by  the  highest  Masonic  authorities,  are 
more  damning  than  any  one  would  dream  from  the  mere 
perusal  of  the  ritual  and  its  horrible  oaths,  is  the  object  of 
this  volume.  To  accomplish  this  the  monitorial  part  which 
is  inserted  in  the  body  of  the  degrees,  is  quoted  rom  stand- 
ard Masonic  Monitors,  and  nearly  four  hundred  foot  notes, 
which  consist  of  extracts  from  standard  Masonic  publications, 
confirm  the  exposition  in  every  important  particular,  even  to 
the  oaths  and  murderous  penalties.  We  thus  put  on  the 
witness  stand  Dr.  Albert  G.  Mackey,  Daniel  Sick*  *s,  Robert 
Morris  and  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  each  of  whom  is  a supreme 
ruler  of  the  order,  33d  degree,  with  the  title  of  £ overeign 
Grand  Inspector  General . We  shall  see  whether  any 
attempt  will  be  made  to  impeach  their  testimony,  whi  h is  ter- 
ribly damagingto  the  order. 

In  order  to  make  the  case  against  the  lodge  so  ov€  whelm- 
ingly  clear  that  there  shall  be  no  escape,  chaptei  first  is 
devoted  to  a brief  sketch  of  its  origin ; chapter  se<nnd,  its 
professed  and  real  character;  and  each  degree  is  followed 
by  a critical  analysis  of  its  character  by  President  Blanchard. 
The  introduction  is  also  from  the  pen  of  President  Blanchard, 
than  which  there  is  none  wielded  with  more  power  i \ the 
battle  against  the  lodge. 

That  this  volume  may  be  owned  and  blessed  of  Gt  4 in 
convincing  thousands  both  in  and  out  of  these  dark  order?  of 
their  utter  incompatibility  with  our  free  institutions  and  of  the 
loathsomeness  in  the  sight  of  our  blessed  Saviour  of  an  insti- 
tution which,  like  Freemasonry,  rejects  his  name  from  *t» 
ritual,  prayers  and  Scripture  quotations,  and  that  every  t&  V* 
er  may  trust  in  him  alone  foi  salvation,  is  the  prayer  of 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  names  and  forms  of  the  secret  orders  which,  in 
pagan  lands  and  Christian,  now  cover  our  globe  with  their 
concealed  net-work,  are  legion;  their  nature  is,  substantially, 
one.  The  compilers  have  undertaken,  in  this  single  volume, 
to  give  every  candid  reader  the  means  of  settling  every 
qustion  of  practical  importance  concerning  them. 

First,  they  have  given,  after  the  manner  of  Pritchard, 
Morgan,  Bernard,  Allyn  and  others,  a certified  exposure  of 
the  formerly  secret  ritual  of  Freemasonry,  the  mother  and 
type  of  those  orders  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 

The  accuracy  of  this  revelation  is  duly  certified  by  known 
and  competent  witnesses.  To  this  certified  exposure  of  the 
Masonic  ritual,  preceded  by  a brief  historic  sketch  of  its 
origin,  are  added  for  the  Blue  Lodge  degrees  (first  three), 
215  notes  from  standard  Masonic  authorities,  books  written 
for  and  published  to  the  outside  world.  Besides  the  quota- 
tions in  the  notes,  the  monitorial  or  exoteric  portion  of  the 
ritual  is  also  quoted  from  standard  Masonic  authorities. 
These  quotations  authenticate  the  exposure  of  what  Masons 
wish  to  conceal  by  what  themselves  reveal,  and  thus  settle 
forever  for  the  reader  the  natural  question:  How  do  I 

certainly  know  that  this  revelation  is  true?  And,  as  these 
quotations  contain  the  substance  of  the  whole  Masonic  doc- 
trine and  worship,  being  carefully  verified,  and  authors  and 
pages  given,  they  will  save  lecturers  and  other  readers  the 
purchase  of  a whole  Masonic  library,  and  wading  through 
the  mire  of  its  contents. 

In  a world  filled  with  fraud  and  imposition,  the  exposure 
of  the  worldly  origin,  tricks,  and  “degrees,”  of  a single 
imposture,  would  seem  of  small  relative  importance.  The 
compilers  of  this  book  undertake  to  do  more  than  this;  they 
seek  to  unravel  the  whole  system  of  false  worships,  in  their 
eternal,  as  well  as  in  their  temporal  relations,  and,  in  this 
book,  to  put  a key  into  our  hands  which  will  unlock  every 
spurious  mystic  temple  now  or  heretofore  on  this  earth.  The 
author  of  “The  Modern  Eleusinia;  or,  A Philosophical  His- 
tory of  Freemasonry,”  says:  “The  analysis  of  one  secret 

order  is  the  analysis  of  every  one;”  because  they  are  all 
“fashioned  after  the  same  idea.”  If  this  writer’s  conception 
is  correct,  the  plan  of  this  book  is  also  correct;  which  is, 
by  a description  and  exposure  of  one  system  of  false  reli- 
gion, to  describe  and  expose  every  one,  and  to  contribute 
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something  toward  “pulling  down  the  strongholds”  of  that 
dark  spirit  who  presides  over  the  spurious  worships,  patron- 
izes the  vices,  and  thus  prolongs  the  miseries  of  our  race, 
whose  parents  he  deceived. 

This  book,  we  scarcely  need  say,  is  intended,  primarily, 
for  Christians,  those  who  receive  the  Bible  as  divine.  Argu- 
ment is  wasted  upon  atheists.  The  Bible  does  not  approach 
men,  proving  God’s  existence,  but  simply  informs  us  what 
God  did  and  said,  and  assumes  that  those  who  deny  him  are 
“fools.”  The  Bible  method  of  saving  the  world  is  by 
separating  Christians  from  it.  While  deacons  were  distil- 
lers, drinking  was  popular.  Christians  forsook  the  liquor 
business,  and  it  is  falling.  So  slavery  fell  while  Christians 
had  but  begun  to  forsake  it.  So  will  every  false  system  fall 
when  God’s  children  leave  it.  Knowing  this,  Satan  has 
sought  to  secure  the  worship  and  co-operation  of  Christians 
by  first  securing  that  of  Christ,  who  dwells  in  them.  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  could  not  be  overthrown  till  the  worshipers 
of  God  had  left;  but  when  these  departed  those  cities  fell. 
Hence  all  Satan’s  energies  seem  bent  to  prevent  the  divorce 
of  his  own  worship  from  God’s.  As  long  as  these  are  blended 
his  dark  kingdom  will  stand.  All  his  temptations  of  Christ 
culminated  in  his  proposition  of  demon-worship  to  be  paid 
to  himself;  and  we  are  tempted  in  all  points  as  Christ  was. 
This,  in  substance,  was  the  temptation  by  which  our  first 
parents  fell  in  Eden.  The  serpent  who  tempted  them  is 
called  elsewhere  in  Scripture,  “the  devil,”  and  “Satan,”  w*ho 
tempted  Christ;  and  the  promise  which  he  made  to  Adam 
and  Eve  was  the  same  which  the  lodge  makes  to  candidates, 
viz.:  elevation  by  knowledge;  “Ye  shall  be  as  gods,  know- 
ing,” etc.  And  when,  ages  afterwards,  Christ,  who  had  been 
promised  in  Eden  as  the  “seed  of  the  woman,”  came  by 
miracle  as  the  son  of  Mary,  the  same  proposition  was  in 
essence  made  to  him:  that  if  he  would  own  that  same  “ser- 
pent,” “devil,”  and  “Satan,”  as  his  guide  and  god,  by  wor- 
shiping him,  he  should  have  the  power  and  glory  of  the 
world.  Thus  a careful  study  of  the  opposition  worships  from 
Adam  to  Christ,  and  ever  since,  will  show  the  identity  of 
their  agent  and  the  identity  of  their  scheme  and  its  relent- 
less antagonism  to  the  mission  of  Christ. 

It  requires  neither  demonstration  nor  argument  to  con- 
vince a candid  man  who  has  sinned  that  he  has  fallen;  and 
the  question  of  everlasting  moment  to  such  an  one  is,  how  to 
recover,  or  re-ascend  to  the  lost  favor  of  God.  Freemasonry 
and  the  Bible  give  opposite  answers  to  that  question;  the 
one,  as  seen  in  the  following  pages,  promises  salvation  by 
ceremonies,  which  in  effect  is  salvation  by  Satan;  the  other, 
by  Christ. 
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Christ  declares  that  he  “proceeded  and  came  forth  from 
the  Father;”  that  God  was  “manifest”  in  him;  that  those 
who  see  him  “see  the  Father;”  and  that  he  has  power  to 
forgive  their  sins,  and  reverse  their  destiny  from  the  state  of 
sin  and  misery  seen  everywhere  on  earth,  to  bliss  unending 
and  unutterable;  and  that,  after  he  had  thus  in  his  own 
person  restored  the  broken  intercourse  between  God  and 
fallen  man,  he  ascended  to  heaven,  leaving  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  continue  and  complete  that  intercourse;  and  the  whole 
Bible  from  Genesis  to  Revelation  is  a continuous  record  of 
Christ’s  stupendous  and  sublime  mission. 

We  read  in  the  Apocalypse  (Rev.  xii:  7-9)  that  Satan 
and  his  angels  have  been  defeated  in  other  worlds  and  fields 
of  conflict,  and  “cast  out  into  the  earth;”  and  Christ  him- 
self speaks  of  Satan  as  the  “prince”  and  “god  of  this  world.” 
We  should  hence  expect  that  Satan’s  religious  system  would 
be  limited  and  bounded  by  the  world  which  he  claims  as  his 
realm;  and  this  we  find  to  be  the  case.  He  is  worshiped 
as  the  Architect  of  the  (material)  Universe.  The  religion 
of  the  Mysteries,  from  the  pyramids  to  those  of  the  lodge, 
began  with  the  worship  of  the  sun  and  the  heavenly  bodies, 
and  descended  to  “four-footed  beasts  and  creeping  things,” 
always  keeping  within  the  realm  of  the  “god  of  this  world.” 
There  is  neither  eternity  nor  infinity  in  the  system  of  the 
lodge.  It  is  all  “earthly,  sensual  and  devilish,”  and  the 
heathen  nations  are  dwarfed  in  their  intelligence  because 
cheated  out  of  the  “life  and  immortality  brought  to  light” 
by  Christ. 

In  the  following  Historical  Sketch  and  the  Analysis  after 
each  degree  abundant  proof  will  be  found  that  Grand  Master 
A.  T.  C.  Pierson  of  Minnesota  is  correct  in  asserting  the 
identity  of  Freemasonry  with  ancient  pagan  religions.  And, 
just  so  soon  as  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  theory  and 
belief,  patriots  will  look  with  creeping  horror  on  court- 
houses where  the  oath  of  demons  are  superseding  the  oath 
of  the  Infinite  and  Blessed  God.  Christians  will  shun 
churches  and  communion  tables  where  secret  worshipers  of 
Satan  preach  from  pulpits,  and  administer,  in  symbol,  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ.  And  all  thinking  minds,  who 
have  learned,  with  awe,  from  the  oracles  of  God,  the  stupen- 
dous majesty  of  the  mission  of  the  Eternal  Son  of  God, 
who  has  added  eternity  to  time,  and  opened  a pure  heaven 
to  the  hope  of  mortals,  will  hail  this  volume,  along  with 
like  anti-secret  literature,  as  heralding  and  ushering  in 
the  time  when  “that  wicked  one”  shall  “be  revealed,  whom 
the  Lord  shall  consume  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth,  and 
shall  destroy  with  the  brightness  of  his  coming.”  (2  Thess. 
ii:  8.) 
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Historical  Sketch  of  Freemasonry— Its  Claims  to  Antiquity  False  except  as  ti 
Perpetuation  of  the  Heathen  Mysteries — Its  Ritual  and  Ceremonies  Found- 
ed on  a Murder— It  Caricatures  the  Death  and  Resurrection  of  Christ- 
Grand  Master  Parvin  Ridicules  the  Pretended  Antiquity  of  the  Order- 
Origin  of  the  Name  Freemasonry— Rapid  Spread  of  the  Order  from  the  Lon- 
don Lodge— It  Falls  before  Morgan  Anti-masonry— Its  Partial  Recovery. 

As  this  institution  arrogates  to  itself  the  title,  “An- 
cient and  Honorable/’  and  its  members  call  themselves 
“Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,”  it  is  needless  to 
say  that  its  votaries  claim  for  it  extreme  age. 

Albert  G.  Mackey,  M.D.,  the  most  reliable  and  influ- 
ential Masonic  author  now  living,  who  on  the  title  page 
of  his  “Lexicon  of  Freemasonry,”  bears  the  title  of 
“Past  General  Grand  High  Priest  and  Secretary 
General  of  the  Supreme  Council,  33d  Degree,  for  the 
Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,”  says: 
“Freemasonry  is  in  its  principles  undoubtedly  coeval 
writh  the  creation,  but  in  its  organization  as  a peculiar 
institution,  such  as  it  now  exists,  w-e  dare  not  trace  it 
further  back  than  to  the  building  of  King  Solomon's 
temple.  It  was,  however,  in  its  origin,  closely  connected 
with  the  Ancient  Mysteries.” — Mackey's  Lexicon } Art. 
Antiquity  of  Masonry. 

Under  the  heading,  “Antiquity,”  in  his  “Dictionary  of 
Freemasonry,”  Robert  Morris,  LL.D.,  the  Masonic  trav- 
eler, lecturer  and  author  says: 

“ That  branch  of  Masonry  which  comprises  the 
degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and 
Master  Mason,  may  justly  claim  an  antiquity  sur- 
passing that  of  all  other  societies.  The  historian 
discovers  its  traces  as  an  organization  here  and 
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there  as  far  back  as  the  times  of  King  Solomon,  and  in  a 
different  form  more  than  a thousand  years  beyond  that 
period." 

“From  the  commencement  of  the  world,  we  may  trace 
the  foundation  of  Masonry.  Ever  since  symmetry  be- 
gan and  harmony  displayed  her  charms  our  Order  has 
had  a hem.g.”-Webb’ s Monitor, page  1;  Sickels’ s Ahiman 
Bezon,  page  14;  Sickels’ s Masonic  Monitor, page  9.  “A 
belief  in  the  Antiquity  of  Masonry  is  the  first  requisite 
of  a good  teacher.  Upon  this  all  the  legends  of  the 
Order  are  based.  The  dignity  of  the  institution  depends 
mainly  upon  its  age,  and  to  disguise  its  gray  hairs  is  to 
expose  it  to  a contemptuous  comparison  with  every 
society  of  modern  date.’1 — Note  by  Robert  Morris,  page 
1,  Webb’s  Monitor. 

A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General, 
33d  degree,  for  ten  years  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Minnesota,  is  undoubtedly  correct  in  his  opin- 
ion, as  expressed  in  the  following  extracts,  that  Free- 
masonry as  well  as  all  other  false  religions,  is  connected 
with  the  murder  of  Abel: 

“And  Cain  talked  with  Abel  his  brother:  and  it  came 
to  pass  when  they  were  in  the  field,  that  Cain  rose  up 
against  Abel  his  brother  and  slew  him.  * * * * 

Here,  in  plain,  simple  language,  we  find  the  original  of 
that  legend  which  has  puzzled  the  philosophers  and 
learned  men  of  the  world  for  more  than  four  thousand 
years.  * * * * Here  we  find  a loss  of  life  by  vio- 

lence, and  that,  too,  by  the  hand  of  a brother , as  in  the 
case  of  Osiris,  etc;  the  escape  of  the  murderer,  the 
search,  as  the  inquiry  was  made  by  God,  ‘Cain  where  is 
thy  brother1  ? * * * * The  Masonic  legend  stands 

by  itself,  unsupported  by  history  or  other  than  its  own 
traditions;  yet  we  readily  recognize  in  Hiram  Abif,  one 
of  the  Grand  Masters  of  Freemasons,  the  Osiris  of  the 
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Egyptians,  the  Mythras  of  the  Persians,  the  Bacchus  of 
the  Greeks,  the  Dionysius  of  the  Fraternity  of  the  Arti- 
ficers, and  the  Atys  of  the  Phrygians,  wh  ose  passion,  death 
and  resurrection  were  celebrated  by  these  people  respec- 
tively.* For  many  ages  and  everywhere  Masons  have 
celebrated  the  death  of  Hiram  Abiff.  That  event,  there- 
fore, interests  the  whole  world,  and  no  particular  sect, 
order  or  coterie;  it  belongs  to  no  particular  time,  religion 
or  people.  Everywhere  among  the  ancient  nations  there 
existed  a similar  allegory,  and  all  must  refer  to  some 
great  primitive  fact.  That  fact  we  believe  to  have  been 
the  murder  of  Abel  by  his  brother  Cain.” — Pierson’s 
Traditions  of  Freemasonry , pages  234 , 237 , 240 . 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  ritual,  as  well  as  by  the  state- 
ments of  Masonic  authors,  Freemasonry,  while  borrow- 
ing from  the  ceremonies  of  other  heathen  worships,  is 
particularly  a perpetuation  of  Baal  or  Sun-worship. 
“The  Worshipful  Master  himself  is  a representative  of 
the  Sun.” — Morris's  Dictionary , Art.  San. 

While  the  principles  of  Freemasonry  are  as  old  as  idol- 
atry, look  at  the  absurdity  of  its  claims  to  great  antiquity, 
as  now  organized.  We  still  give  Masonic  authority: 

“The  present  extension  of  Masonry  is  very  great,  but 
the  existing  lodges  in  remote  parts  of  the  world  are  all 
the  off-shoots  and  subordinates  of  the  three  Grand  Lodges 
of  Great  Britain.” — Morris’s  Did.,  Art.  Universality. 

“Preston  informs  us  that,  on  St.  John  the  Baptist's 

♦ False  religions  ape  the  true.  Freemasonry  here  assures  us  that  its  model 
idolatries  had  each  its  murdered  hero  to  copy  and  caricature  the  great  central 
fact  of  revelation  and  human  destiny,  the  death  of  Christ.  This  is  the  con- 
centration of  all  cunning,  cruelty  and  falsehood.  Having  caused,  “by  wicked 
hands, ’’the  murder  of  Christ,  whom  he  could  not  seduce  to  worship  himself, 
Satan  now  travesties  his  death  for  the  double  purpose  of  making  idolatry  im- 
pressive to  its  dupes,  and  making  the  crucifixion  of  Christ  ridiculous  to  those 
tetter  informed  by  his  sham  counterfeits. 

“Thus  he  supports  his  cruel  throne  by  mischief  and  deceit, 

And  drags  the  sons  of  Adam  down  to  darkness  and  the  pit.*" 
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day,  1717,  at  the  establishment  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  by  the  four  lodges  in  London,  the  following 
regulation  was  adopted: 

‘'That  the  privilege  of  assembling  as  Masons,  which 
had  been  hitherto  unlimited,  should  be  vested  in  certain 
lodges  or  assemblies  of  Masons,  convened  in  certain 
places;  and  that  every  lodge  to  be  hereafter  convened, 
except  the  four  old  lodges  at  this  time  existing,  should 
be  legally  authorized  to  act  by  a warrant  from  the  Grand 
Master  for  the  time  being,  granted  to  certain  individuals 
by  petition,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  communication;  and  that  withoutsuch 
warrant,  no  lodge  should  be  hereafter  deemed  regular 
or  constitutional.” — Mackey's  Jurisprudence,  page  53, 

We  thus  have  the  date  of  the  birth  of  Speculative 
Freemasonry  definitely  fixed  by  its  prominent  exponents, 
and  Masonic  historians  confess  that  even  at  this  late 
date  (2700  years  after  Solomon's  time)  the  ceremonies  of 
initiation  consisted  of  but  a single  degree. 

‘‘Historical  investigation,  however,  has  clearly  demon- 
strated that  the  present  system  of  degrees  is  of  compar- 
atively modern  origin,  being  totally  unknown  to  the 
craft  at  the  time  of  the  revival  in  1717.  Originally  there 
was  but  one  degree  of  initiation,  the  names  of  Apprentice, 
Fellow  and  Master  being  merely  the  designation  of 
classes  of  workmen,  and  not  of  degrees  or  grades  of  ini- 
tiation.”— Steinbrenners  Origin  and  Early  History  of 
Masonry , page  133. 

‘‘Under  the  old  regime  Masonry  was  purely  an  opera- 
tive science,  its  active  members  being  all  artisans,  and 
engaged  in  a common  calling.” — SteinbrenneE s History 
of  Mason  ry,  page  129. 

Bead  also  the  following: 


25 

Extracts  frowj  an  oration  in  1875  by  Prof . T.  S. 

Parvin , Past  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  and 
Grand  Orator  of  the  Grand  Com - 
mandery  of  Iowa;  before  the 
latter  body  assembled  at 
Keokuk , Iowa. 

“We  are  wont  to  meet  annually  and  as  often  to  tell 
the  old  story  of  the  origin  of  the  institution,  and  pre- 
sent the  people  who  honor  with  their  presence  our  pub- 
lic assemblies,  that  same  old  dish  of  hash  called  Masonic 
history,  tracing  the  institution  back  to  the  time  ‘when 
the  morning  stars  sang  together  and  all  the  sons  of  God 
shouted  for  joy.1  Or  if  they  (that  is,  the  grandiloquent 
orators),  be  a little  modest  or  doubting  in  faith,  they 
will  drop  off  a few  cycles  and  come  down  to  the  time 
when  ‘Adam  delved  and  Eve  span1  without  the  garden 
from  which  they  had  been  expelled  by  an  angry  God 
whose  laws  they  had  put  at  naught  in  presuming,  as 
some  of  our  illustrious  brothers  and  Sir  Knights  have 
since  presumed,  to  rebel  against  constituted  authority 
and  set  up  their  will  as  the  law  for  all  to  follow  or  be 
forever  ‘ anathema  maranatha!  Such  oracles  are  always 
proclaiming  as  Masons:  Enoch,  the  translated;  Solomon, 
the  wise,  and  the  St.  Johns  of  Christian  sanctity.  It 
is  amusing  to  note  how  they  always  enroll  among  their 
numbers  the  noble  and  the  good  of  all  nations,  all 
the  time  as  carefully  excluding  the  opposite  class. 
Another  and  a large  number  more  of  our  anniversary 
orators  drop  the  antediluvian  chapter  and  are  even  so 
considerate  as  to  come  down  to  the  period  of  the  build- 
ing of  the  first  temple,  and  trace  its  origin  to  that  event 
and  make  Solomon  its  great  founder,  as  God’s  vicegerent 
in  its  creation.  And  it  is  indeed  only  within  a few  years 
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past  that  a generation  of  doubting  Thomases  has  arisen 
which  demands  the  proof  that  even  these  things  are  so, 
and  has  applied  the  same  tests  to  the  Masonic  history 
as  has  been  for  a century  past  applied  to  all  sacred  and 
profane  history — to  the  end  that  the  truth  might  be 
eliminated  from  the  myths  and  traditions  which  have  so 
long  misled  even  the  world  of  letters. 

uMy  hearers  (whether  Masons  or  no)  can  recall  the 
times  almost  a score  when  they  have  heard  not  only  the 
nonsense  we  have  related  is  touching  the  times  so  long 
remote,  but  coming  down  to  our  own  day  and  country, 
these  blind  leaders  have  time  and  again,  so  often  pro- 
claimed ’ as  a fact,  that  they  no  doubt  believe  that  lall 
the  general  officers  of  the  Revolution  were  Masons 
except  the  traitor  Arnold,  and  that  all  the  Presidents  of 
the  Republic  wTere  Masons.’  As  we  penned  these  lines 
we  received  through  the  mail  a circular,  from  a publish- 
ing at  the  national  capital,  named  for  a man  who 

when  boy  would  not  tell  a lie,  asking  our  aid  as  a 
Mason,  to  further  the  sale  of  a series  of  Presidential 
portraits  they  had  executed.  And  what  think  you  was 
the  consideration  upon  which  they  presumed  to  invoke 
our  aid  as  a Mason  and  an  officer  in  a Masonic  body 
whose  jurisdiction  is  co-extensive  with  that  of  the 
State  ? That  circular  publishes  to  the  world  with  solemn 
emphasis  that  all  the  Presidents  were  Masons!  As 
happily  there  have  been  no  traitors  (as  in  the  case  of  the 
Generals)  so  the  usual  exception  of  one  as  in  the  case 
of  J udas  and  Arnold  is  not  made  by  this  class  of 
buncombe  orators — of  which  orator  Puff  is  a fair  ex- 
ponent. 

u Now,  in  all  candor  and  with  all  proper  respect  to  our 
brethren,  to  this  audience,  not  overlooking  my  own  self- 
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respect  as  a Mason  and  a man  of  mature  age,  I must 
declare  that  such  stuff,  while  it  may  possibly  (though 
we  can  divine  no  good  reason)  be  ‘told  to  the  marines,’ 
certainly  to  all  such  heresies  we  may  apply  the  injunc- 
tion of  David  in  his  lament  over  Saul,  ‘tell  it  not  in 
Gath,  publish  it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon.’  Such 
tales  will  surely,  sooner  or  later,  return  to  our  hurt  as 
they  ever  should. 

“ It  is  always  the  safest  course  to  presume  that  the 
audience  is  quite  as  intelligent  as  ourselves,  and  likely 
to  be  as  well  informed  upon  historical  topics,  whether 
relating  to  the  history  of  the  world,  the  church,  the  na- 
tion, or  to  Masonry  even,  as  an  institution  of  great  age 
and  universal  diffusion  among  men.  History  of  Free- 
masonry is  not  one  of  our  mysteries — secrets  we  truly 
have,  and 

‘All  secrets  till  they  are  once  known, 

Are  wonderful 

“Now  it  is  too  bad  upon  these  annual  occasions,  and 
at  home,  to  repeat  parrot-like  such  stale  legends — no, 
they  are  not  legends  even,  which  are  defined  to  be 
‘doubtful  narratives,’  for  there  is  no  tending  to  mislead. 
“ In  the  light  of  this  evidence,  then,  we  can  assure 
even  the  enemies  of  our  order,  that  Adam  and  Enoch 
and  their  long  line  of  successors,  ante  and  post-diluvian, 
are  perfectly  free  from  the  sin  and  odium  the  Anti’s 
would  attach  to  the  ‘Morgan-killers'’  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

’T  is  true,  "tis  pity: 

And  pity  ’tis  't  is  true,’ 

that  even  Solomon  was  no  Mason.  With  all  his  wisdom, 
great  as  it  was,  he  knew  no  more  of  the  mysteries  of 
Freemasonry  than  did  the  beautiful  (of  course  she  was 
beautiful)  Queen  of  Sheba  who  came  from  afar  &)  adore 
his  wisdom  and  the  temple  he  built.  Nor  is  there  any 
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evidence,  however  faint,  to  prove  that  either  of  the  St. 
Johns,  the  austere  and  the  lovely  followers  of  all  that 
is  good  in  heaven  or  on  earth,  were  Masons,  beyond  the 
wish  that  it  were  so,  of  the  Christian  portion  of  the 
universal  brotherhood.  Nor  is  it  true  that  all  the 
presidents,  from  Washington  to^Grant  included,  were  or 
are  Masons.  The  first  was,  the  last  is  not.  And  what 
would  the  spirits  of  those  Anti-masons,  the  elder  and 
younger  Adams,  and  Van  Buren,  and  Fillmore  say  to 
the  cruel  accusation,  could  they  but  wing  their  way  back 
to  the  earth  and  throw  back  the  lie  in  the  face  of  their 
falsifiers.  It  is  true,  however — and  the  truth  should  be 
told — that  Arnold,  the  single  traitor  of  his  age  and 
country,  was  a Mason,  as  is  well  attested  by  the  records 
of  his  lodge  in  Connecticut,  his  native  State. 

“ When  and  wherever  Masonry  did  originate,  it  was  the 
work  of  man’s  hand,  and  although  we  believe  it  to  be 
the  oldest,  if  not  the  best,  of  human  benevolent  and 
social  institutions,  it  certainly  commends  itself  to  the 
enlightened  consideration  and  unprejudiced  judgment  of 
men  for  what  it  is,  and  what  it  has  done  as  one  of  the 
conservators  of  human  action. 

“ Our  fathers  a eentury  since,  were  content  with  the 
three  degrees  of  symbolic  Masonry,  which  are  univer- 
sally diffused  among  men ; but  their  children  fell  from 
the  state  of  purity  through  the  sin  of  ambition,  which 
is  older  than  the  original  sin  of  the  most  orthodox 
theologian  of  the  old  school — for  by  it  an  archangel  fell 
and  men  and  Masons  have  inherited  the  taint,  and  we 
of  to-day  are  taxed  to  keep  up  the  cumbersome  machin- 
ery in  order  to  gratify  our  pride  and  inherit  the  honors 
of  official  rank. 

44  In  future,  then,  men  and  brothers  and  Sir  Knights, 
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let  us  be  content  to  own  the  truth  we  profess  to  revere 
and  yield  a willing  allegiance  to  the  spirit  of  research 
which  is  the  grand  characteristic  of  the  age.  The  most 
notable  event  in  the  history  of  modern  Masonry  is  the 
spirit  of  inquiry  which  now  animates  the  intelligent 
brotherhood.  The  labors  of  such  historians  and  anti- 
quarians as  Findell  in  Germany,  Lyon  in  Scotland,  and 
Hughan  and  Woodford  in  England,  have  done  much, 
Very  much,  to  remove  the  rubbish  which  has  so  long 
blinded  our  way  in  our  efforts  to  find  the  truth.” 


ORIGIN  OF  THE  NAME  FREEMASON, 

The  words  “Free  and  Accepted  Masons”  have  a specific 
and  definite  meaning.  The  word  “mason”  meant  a 
worker  in  stone  or  brick  and  this  sort  of  mechanics  were 
accustomed  to  erect  and  inhabit  temporary  lodges  near 
the  great  building  (cathedral  or  other)  while  employed 
upon  it,  as  the  Irish  build  shanties  along  our  railroads. 
The  word  “lodge”  was  transferred  to  a meeting  of  ma- 
sons, as  the  word  “church”  means  the  building  or  the 
people.  Thirty  such  mechanics’  guilds  or  lodges  have 
met  for  centuries  in  London.  They  are  mentioned  in 
Rees’s  Cyclopedia  in  the  order  of  their  importance.  There 
were  twelve  which  had  pre-eminence  by  their  age  and 
wealth.  The  stone-masons  were  not  of  this  twelve,  but, 
were  of  an  inferior  guild.  These  “guilds”  or  lodges,  of 
course,  were  rivals,  and  their  rivalry  led  them  to  wish  to 
have  titled  persons  as  chairman ; the  same  servile  bowing 
to  titles  which  still  puts  a drunken  English  Lord  in  the 
chair  at  an  Exeter  Hall  meeting  of  Christians.  Hence 
Mackey  informs  us  that  the  Grand  Lodge,  at  the  Apple- 
tree  Tavern,  “resolved  to  hold  the  annual  assembly  and 
feast  and  then  to  choose  a Grand  Master  from  among  them 
selves  till  they  should  have  the  honor  of  a noble  brother 
at  their  head  ."-(Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art . Grand  Lodge.) 
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The  Freemasonry  of  the  present  day  is  Grand  Lodge 
Masonry.  The  Grand  Lodges  of  which  there  is  to  be  but 
one  in  each  political  jurisdiction,  are  the  source, seat  and 
center  of  the  power  of  the  order. 

On  the  24th  day  of  June,  1717,  four  lodges  of  work- 
ing Masons — all  that  then  existed  in  the  south  of  Eng- 
land— met  at  the  Apple-tree  Tavern,  Covent  Garden,  in 
the  city  of  London,  and  formed  the  first  Grand  Lodge 
of  “Free  and  Accepted”  Masons.  This  was  the  origin 
of  Freemasonry  as  it  now  exists,  i.  e.,  in  the  lodges  of 
persons  who  are  not  masons,  hut  persons  of  all  and  no 
trades  and  professions. 

“The  first  Grand  Lodge,  as  the  term  is  now  technically 
understood,  was  formed  at  London,  England  in  1717.” 
Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Grand  Lodges. 

English  noblemen  did  not  lay  stone  or  brick,  that  is, 
were  not  masons.  The  lodge  therefore  voted  to  “accept” 
them  as  members,  and  gave  them  the  “freedom”  of  the 
lodge.  Accepting  them  made  them  “accepted,”  and  the 
freedom  of  the  lodge  made  them  “free.”  This  made 
them  “Free”  and  “Accepted”  Masons.  Thus  the  word 
“free”  in  Masonry  has  no  reference  to  popular  liberty, 
but  meant,  and  still  means,  “entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  a secret  clan  or  lodge,”  and  the  first  “accepted”  Ma- 
sons were  titled  aristocrats. 

“Accepted.  A title  which,  as  applied  to  Freemasons, 
is  equivalent  to  the  term  ‘initiated.’  It  alludes  to  the 
acceptance  into  their  society,  by  operative  Masons  of 
those  who  were  not  operatives. "-Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art . 
Accepted. 

“The  frequent  use  of  this  term  * * * has  refer- 

ence to  the  union  of  Speculative  andOperative  Masonry.  “ 
Morris’s  Dictionary } Art . Accepted . 
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The  desire  for  respectability  , numbers  and  fees  bad 
led  lodges  of  working  masons  to  “accept”  some  mem- 
bers who  were  not  such,  as  early  as  1663 — but  the  prac- 
tice became  general  at  the  revival  and  spread  of  the 
lodges  from  the  Covent  Garden  meeting  of  June,  1717 ; 
when,  in  a short  time,  the  “accepted,”  or  non-working 
Masons  became  the  majority  and  took  control  of  the 
funds;  and  the  drones  have  ruled  the  bees  and  held  the 
hives  ever  since!  So  a “Free  and  Accepted  Mason”  is 
simply  no  mason  at  all,  but  a member  of  a system  of 
priestcraft  and  mock  rites  professing  to  fit  men  for 
heaven — “the  lodge  above.” 

REVIVAL  AND  GROWTH  OF  MASONRY. 

The  new  centralized  organization  framed  in  1717,  at 
Covent  Garden,  contained  the  three  elements  of  success 
found  in  all  false  religions,  viz;  despotism,  solemn  rites 
and  mysteries,  and  showy  parades;  and,  like  all  such 
false  religions,  it  spread.  The  old  Eleusinian  mysteries, 
Mohammedanism  or  modern  Mormonism, neither  of  them 
exceeded  it  in  the  accumulation  of  funds  or  in  the 
rapidity  of  its  march.  From  the  Apple-tree  Tavern 
lodge,  there  were  bitter  feuds  and  sectarian  quarrels, 
which  kept  up  two  or  three  rival  Grand  Lodges,  wrang- 
ling for  the  spoils,  until  1813,  when,  “under  the  Grand 
Mastership  of  the  Duke  of  Sussex,  they  were  happily 
united.” — Mackey's  Lexicon , Art . Grand  Lodges. 

In  the  short  period  of  twenty-one  years  it  had  spread 
from  that  centre  into  F ranee,  Ireland,  Germany,  Switzer- 
land, the  United  States,  Saxony,  and  Belgium,  Holland, 
Spain,  Portugal,  Turkey,  Asia,  Africa,  and  among  the 
exported  convicts  at  Botany  Bay.  A few  years  later  it 
had  gained  footing  in  Denmark,  Sweden,  Russia,  Poland, 
Bohemia,  Canada,  the  West  India  Islands  and  Brazil, 
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“From  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  or  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland  all  other  existing  Grand  Lodges  have 
directly  or  indirectly  derived  their  origin,  most  of  them 
from  the  former  .''-Chase’s  Digest  Masonic  Law , vage  15. 
Nothing  in  modern  times  has  equalled  the  spread  of  this 
order,  unless  it  be  the  spread  of  Spiritualism  from  the 
“knockings”  in  the  little  village  of  Hydesville,  near 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  1848,  which,  in  twenty  years,  boasts 
in  its  books  that  its  “circles”  count  more  members  than 
all  the  Christian  Churches  in  this  country. 

in  September,  1826,  William  Morgan  was  kidnapped 
and  murdered  by  Freemasons. 

\/  Anti-masonry.  “The  historical  event  of  this  kind 
most  interesting  to  American  readers,  is  the  ‘Anti- 
masonic  warfare  of  1826-36.1  It  began  in  the  abduc- 
tion of  one  William  Morgan  from  Canandaigua  New 
York,  September  10th, 1826,  by  a few  imprudent  Masons. 
This  led  to  intense  popular  excitement,  which  was 
industriously  fanned  into  a flame  by  demagogues  who 
organized  a great  ‘Anti-masonic  political  party’  that 
ramified  into  most  of  the  middle  and  eastern  States. 
Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Anti-masonry. 

The  discussion  of  Freemasonry  was  taken  before  the 
people  and  1,500  lodges  answered  by  giving  up  their 
charters!  Even  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  then  an 
extreme  frontier  State, suspended  its  existence  for  several 
years,  but  reorganized  in  1840.  After  the  first  shock  of 
the  Morgan  discussion,  and  a few  feeble  efforts  to  stem 
the  tide  by  the  lodge  men,  the  lodges  out  of  the  slave 
States  everywhere  went  down.  Robert  Morris,  LL.  D., 
states  that  out  of  a little  more  than  50,000  Masons 
45,000  seceded. — See  Digest  of  Iowa  Grand  Lodge. 

The  recovery  of  Freemasonry  from  popular  odium 
and  detestation  is,  perhaps,  without  a parallel  in  the 
history  of  human  error  and  folly;  and  shows  that  the 
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forces  on  which  the  secret  orders  depend  to  manage 
mind  are  mighty.  Beginning  with  Odd-fellowship, 
which,  as  the  name  indicates,  was  a mere  piece  of  secret 
and  solemn  buffoonery,  the  spirit  of  idolatry,  cast  out 
by  the  fall  of  Freemasonry  seized  upon  several  popular 
virtues,  as  temperance,  patriotism,  and  even  upon 
Protestantism  in  the  Know  Nothings;  and  these,  uy 
educating  the  people,  creating  a thirst  for  sham  myster- 
ies and  harlot  rites,  have  piloted  Freemasonry  back  into 
popul  ■ favor.  W ithout  answering  one  argumen t which 
l zndemns  it  (for  it  cannot),  it  has  glided  back  into 
power, — 

“Still  as  the  breeze  and  awful  a*  the  store..” 

But  reaction  has  reacted.  This  return  doluge  has 
“come  in  like  a flood,  but  the  Spirit  of  God  has  lifts*? 
y , a standard  against  it. 


CHAPTER  II, 


Character  and  Claims  of  Masonry-Organized  Deism— A Christless  Religion 
— Not  Founded  on  the  Bible — Its  Moral  Law — “The  Lex  Naturae’ 
Excludes  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  as  “Sectarian”— Lodge  Medley-Has  Power 
against  a Church— Is  Simple  Despotism— Unlimited  Taxation -Training 
Schools  of  Despotism. 


“Freemasonry  is  a moral  institution,  established  by 
virtuous  men,  with  the  praiseworthy  design  of  recalling 
t;o  our  remembrance  the  most  sublime  truths,  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  innocent  and  social  pleasure,  founded 
on  Liberality , Brotherly  Lore  and  Charity.  It  is  a 
beautiful  system  of  Morality  veiled  in  allegory  and 
.iiustrated  by  Symbols.' "—Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  7. 

“Freemasonry  comprehends  within  its  circle  even- 
oranch  of  useful  knowledge  and  learning  and  stamps 
an  indelible  mark  of  pre-eminence  on  its  genuine 
professors,  which  neither  chance,  power  nor  fortune  can 
bestow.  * * * Masonry  gives  real  and  intrinsic 

excellency  to  man  and  renders  him  fit  for  the  duties  of 
society.  It  strengthens  the  mind  against  the  storms  of 
life,  paves  the  way  to  peace,  and  promotes  domestic 
happiness.  It  ameliorates  the  temper,  and  improves 
the  understanding;  it  is  company  in  solitude,  and  gives 
vivacity,  variety,  and  energy  to  social  conversation.  In 
youth  it  governs  the  passions  and  employs  usefully  our 
most  active  passions;  and  in  age,  when  sickness,  imbecil- 
ity and  disease  have  rendered  the  union  of  soul  and  body 
almost  intolerable,  it  yields  an  ample  fund  of  comfort 
and  satisfaction.” — Cross's  True  Masonic  Chart, page  9 . 
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“All  the  ceremonies  of  our  order  are  prefaced  and 
terminated  with  prayer  because  Masonry  is  a religious 
institution;  and  because  we  thereby  show  our  dependence 
on,  and  our  faith  and  trust  in  God.” — Mackey's  Lexicon , 
Art.  Prayer. 

“Every  important  undertaking  in  Masonry  is  both 
begun  and  completed  with  prayer.  The  prayers  given  in 
the  hand-books  of  the  Blue  Lodge  are  such  as  all  Masons 
whatever  their  religious  faith  may  unite  in.  In  the  or- 
ders of  Knighthood  the  prayers  are  as  a matter  of 
course  strictly  and  intensely  Christian.  In  the  third 
degree  a sublime  prayer,  adapted  from  the  14th  chapter 
of  Job,  is  made  in  American  lodges  an  essential  part  of 
the  ritual  of  Raising. "-Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Prayer. 

It  is  evident  from  the  above  quotations  that  Free - 
masonry  claims  to  be  a religion. 

Now  let  Masonic  authorities  tell  us  what  kind  of  a 
religion  it  is. 

“The  truth  is,  that  Masonry  is  undoubtedly  a religious 
institution — its  religion  being  of  that  universal  kind  in 
which  all  men  agree,  and  which,  handed  down  through 
a long  succession  of  ages  from  that  ancient  priesthood 
who  first  taught  it,  embraces  the  great  tenets  of  the 
existence  of  God,  the  immortality  of  the  soul, — tenets 
which  by  its  peculiar  symbolic  language,  it  has  preserved 
from  its  foundation,  and  still  continues  in  the  same 
beautiful  way  to  teach.  Beyond  this  for  its  religious 
faith,  we  must  not  and  cannot  go.'1 — Mackey’s  Masonic 
Jurisprudence , page  95. 

“The  religion  then,  of*  Masonry  is  pure  theism  on 
which  its  different  members  engraft  their  own  peculiar 
opinions;  but  they  are  not  permitted  to  introduce  them 
into  the  lodge, or  to  connect  their  truth  or  falsehood  with 
the  truth  of  Masonry.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon } Art.  Relig- 
ion. 


36  not  founded  on  the  bible. 

“To  require  that  a candidate  profess  a belief  in  the 
divine  authenticity  of  the  Bible  or  a state  of  future  re- 
wards and  punishments,  is  a serious  innovation  in  the 
very  body  of  Masonry.  * * * * * It  is  Anti- 

masonic  to  require  any  religious  test,  other  than 
the  candidate  should  believe  in  a God,  the  Creator  and 
Governor  of  the  Universe  ” — - Chase’s  Digest  of  Masonic 
Law,  page  206. 

“Freemasonry  calls  no  man  to  account  for  his  belief 
of  any  religion  on  the  globe.” — Constitution  Grand 
Orient  of  France. — Chase’s  Digest  of  Masonic  La  w,  page 
208. 

“The  Jews,  the  Chinese,  the  Turks,  each  reject  either 
the  New  Testament,  or  the  Old,  or  both,  and  yet  we  see 
no  good  reason  why  they  should  not  be  made  Masons. 
In  fact  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  has  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  Bible.  It  is  not  founded  on  the  Bible;  if  it 
was  it  would  not  be  Masonry;  it  would  be  something 
else." — Chase’s  Digest  of  Masonic  Law, page  207 . 

“‘  Every  Mason.’  sa}^  the  old  charges  of  1722,  ‘is 
obliged  by  his  tenure  to  obey  the  moral  law.’  Now, 
this  moral  law  is  not  to  be  considered  as  confined  to  the 
decalogue  of  Moses,  within  which  narrow  limits  the 
ecclesiastical  writers  technically  restrain  it,  but  rather 
as  alluding  to  what  is  called  the  lex  naturce,  or  the  law 
of  nature.  This  law  of  nature  has  been  defined  by  an 
able,  but  not  recent  writer  on  this  subject,  to  be  ‘the 
will  of  God,  relating  to  human  actions,  grounded  on  the 
moral  differences  of  things ; and  because  discoverable  by 
natural  light,  obligatory  upon  all  mankind.’  This  is 
the  ‘moral  law,’  to  which  the  old  charge  already  cited 
refers  and  which  it  declares  to  be  the  law  of  Masonry. 
And  this  was  wisely  done,  for  it  is  evident  that  no  lav: 
less  universal  could  have  been  appropriately  selected  for 
the  government  of  an  institution  whose  prominent 
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characteristic  is  its  universality.  The  precepts  of  Jesus 
could  not  have  been  made  obligatory  on  a Jew;  a Chris- 
tian would  have  denied  the  sanctions  of  the  Koran;  a 
Mohammedan  must  have  rejected  the  law  of  Moses;  and 
a disciple  of  Zoroaster  would  have  turned  from  all  to 
the  teachings  of  his  Zend  Avesta.” — Macke  g’s  Masonic 
Jurisprudence , page  502. 

REAL  CHARACTER  OF  FREEMASONRY. 

It  would  seem  entirely  unnecessary,  after  the  forego- 
ing quotations  from  the  works  of  such  authors  as 
Albert  (f.  Mackey,  George  Wingate  Chase  and  Robert 
Morris,  to  present  any  argument  in  proof  of  the  fact 
that, 

FREEMASONRY  IS  A CHRISTLESS  RELIGION. 

Rut  says  one,  the  Entered  Apprentice  is  told  at  the 
altar  by  the  Worshipful  Master:  “I  assure  you  upon 

the  honor  of  a man  and  a Mason  that  in  this  obligation 
there  is  nothing  that  can  conflict  with  any  of  those 
exalted  duties  you  may  owe  to  God,  your  country,  your 
neighbor,  your  family,  or  yourself.” 

Yes,  but  the  very  prayer  which  is  said  over  him  while 
he  is  on  his  knees,  and  in  which  he  is  expected  to  join, 
is  a Christless  prayer.  —See  Moore  s New  Masonic  Trestle- 
board,  page  22.  “But  the  name  of  Christ  is  sometimes 
used  in  prayers  offered  in  the  lodge.”  True,  but  these 
are  un-Masonic  prayers,  used  to  deceive  Christians,  when 
Jews  and  deists  are  not  present  to  object.  “But  the 
higher  and  Templar  degrees  abound  in  allusions  to 
Christ.”  True,  again;  but  these  are  properly  no  part 
of  universal  Masonry. 

“The  Orders  of  Knight  Templar  and  Knight  of 
Malta,  together  with  many  of  the  degrees  and  orders  in 
Scotch  Masonry,  are  intensely  Christian  in  their  doc- 
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trines;  their  ceremonies  also  embody  events  in  the  life 
of  Christ.  Some  of  the  Side  and  Adoptive  Degrees 
have  the  same  reference,  i . e.,  the  Cross  and  Crown,  etc. 
This  fact  of  course  forfeits  the  claim  of  such  degrees 
and  orders  to  be  styled  universal  Masonry.” — Morris’s 
Dictionary  Art.  Christian*  Masonry. 

“The  B1  ng  Star  is  said  by  W ebb  to  be  'commemora- 
tive of  the  Star  which  appeared  to  guide  the  wise  men 
of  the  East  to  the  place  of  our  Saviour’s  nativity.’  This 
which  is  one  of  the  ancient  interpretations  of  the  symbol 
being  considered  as  too  sectarian  in  its  character  and  un- 
suitable to  the  universal  religion  of  Masonry  has  been 
omitted  since  the  meeting  of  Grand  Lecturers  at  Balti- 
more in  1842.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  56. 

These  quotations  might  be  indefinitely  multiplied, 
showing  that  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  founders 
of  the  institution  called  Freemasonry  was  to  construct 
religious  rites  and  worship,  which  should  do  precisely 
what  Satan  proffered  to  do  for  Christ,  viz:  Unite  “all 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world”  in  one  religion. 

Freemasonry  is,  by  constitution,  by  definition,  by  na- 
ture and  by  necessity,  a Christ-excluding  or  anti- 
Christian  religion.  (See  proofs  in  preceding  chapter.) 

Its  work  consists  of  religious  ceremonies. 

It  has  no  more  to  do  with  building  or  stone-masonry, 
from  which  it  sprung,  than  a squad  of  monks  or  Mor- 
mons, or  a phalanx  of  Spiritualists.  The  system  evident- 
ly was  devised  with  the  intent  and  purpose  to  include  what 
is  common  to  the  religions  of  the  earth,  and  to  exclude 
what  is  peculiar  to  them.  Christ  is  not  included  in 
the  various  religions  of  this  earth,  and  therefore  he  is 
excluded  by  Freemasonry, which  is  thus  proved  to  be  one 
of  the  “many  anti-Christs”  now  in  the  world. ^11.  John 
2:  18. 

*Thc  Templar  degrees,  here  called  “intensely  Christian.'1  are  most  intense- 
ly anti-Christian.  The  Knight,  who  was  the  subject  of  them,  was  a religious 
gladiator;  while  Christ’s  servants  did  not  fight.  John  IS;  3tj.  The  Masonic 
Knight  kneels  for  initiation  on  cross  swords,  his  hand  on  swords  crossed  be- 
fore him  on  an  open  Bible.  His  heathen  libation  is  wine  drank  from  a 
human  skull ; and  the  “doctrines”  he  professes  are  secrecy  and  blood-shed, 
both  contrary  to  the  teachings  of  Chnst. 
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But  the  Christian  religion  is  found  in  Christian 
churches;  and  as  in  theory  the  lodge  excludes  Christ,  so 


worship  and  obey  him.  The  proof  of  this  is  manifest: 
1st.  Masonry,  along  with  other  secret  orders  to 
which  it  has  given  birth,  divides  up  the  members  of  a 
Christian  church  into  several  distinct  ‘‘brotherhoods/1 
so  that  the  word  “brother/’  in  such  a church,  has  either 
none  or  an  uncertain  meaning ; thus  a minister  stands 
in  a pulpit  before  a church  made  up  of  members  of  the 
secret  orders,  himself  belonging  to  several.  Before 
him  are  sa}r,  ten  Freemasons,  half  of  them  Christians, 
the  other  half  skeptics,  or  nothing;  another  set  “Odd- 
fellows/1 another  “Good  Templars/1  or  “Grand  Army;” 
another  set  “Sons,”  etc.,  etc.,  and  all  “brothers.”  Now, 
let  him  address  this  motley  group  of  rival  “brother- 
hoods,” all  sacred  and  holy,  “My  dearly  beloved  breth- 
ren, it  doth  not  yet  appear,”  etc.,  etc.  Who  under  the 
whole  heavens  can  tell  whether  he  means  “brother 
Christians,”  “brother  Masons/’  or  what  “brothers”  he 
does  mean  ? These  orders  empty  and  eviscerate  the 
very  word  brother  of  all  its  meaning  and  import. 


2nd.  These  orders  divide  up  a church  of  Chris 
(which  is  his  body)  into  separate  squads,  each  pledge 
to  secrecy  from  the  other;  and  so  kill  and  destroy 
Christian  fellowship  in  that  church. 


3d.  They  thus  destroy  the  unity  of  the  “body  oi 
Christ/1  by  these  sheet-iron  partitions  of  secrecy,  so 
that  his  blood  cannot  flow  freely  to  his  members. 

4th.  In  their  oaths  and  obligations  they  do  not 
swear  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  so  exclude  and  set  him 
aside  as  the  author  of  moral  and  religious  obligation. 


in  practice  and  in  fact  it  subverts  the  churches  which 


40  A LODGE  A MEDLEY  OF  “PRIESTS,  MURDERERS,”  ETC. 

5th.  They  occupy  the  time  and  social  feelings  of  the 
Christians  who  join  them,  leaving  neither  time  nor 
disposition  for  the  social  meetings  of  the  church. 

6th.  No  man  can  give  his  chief  allegiance  to  both 
church  and  lodge  at  once.  “He  will  cleave  to  the  one 
and  forsake  the  other,  or  hold  to  the  one  and  despise 
the  other.” 

7th.  When  Christians,  who  belong  to  lodges,  retain 
any  traces  of  Christianity,  they  are  despised  and  con- 
demned by  Masons.  A Masonic  writer  [Mystic  Star, 
May,  1867,  p.  136]  says:  “These  men  of  sectarian  bias 
are  the  bad  material,  the  soft,  cross-grained,  crumbling, 
shaky,  cracked,  unmanageable  candidates  with  whom 
we  have  the  most  trouble.”  He  specifies  “Presbyterians,” 
“Quakers”  and  “Baptists,”  as  such  “bad  material !”  Be- 
ing thus  suspected,  they  must  lose  their  lodge  influence 
or  go  with  it  against  the  church. 

8th.  There  is  something  in  lodge-rites  which  de- 
stroys all  relish  in  those  who  practice  them  for  the  rites 
appointed  by  Christ. 

9th.  Judge  Whitney  when  Worshipful  Master  of 
Belvidere  Lodge,  (Pamphlet,  page  43,)  says  that  a high 
Mason  and  worthy  man  remarked  to  him,  about  the 
time  of  Ellen  Slade’s  murder,  that  “A  Masonic  lodge  is 
the  strangest  medley  of  priests  and  murderers,  deacons 
and  whoremasters,  church  members  and  gamblers, decent 
men  and  loafers,  drunkards  and  rowdies,  that  the  All- 
Seeing  Eye  looks  down  upon.”  So  promiscuous  a body 
must,  of  course,  collide  with  a neighboring  church  upon 
questions  of  Christian  doctrine  and  public  morals;  and 
in  every  such  collision,  church  members  who  are  Masons 
must  be  prosciibed  by  the  lodge,  or  take  part  with  it 
against  the  church.  In  either  case  the  church  is  weak- 
ened. 
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10th.  Prayer,  baptism  and  the  communion  supper 
are  rites  appointed  by  Christ,  as  channels  through  which 
God’s  grace  and  presence  come  to  men.  All  Masonic 
and  other  man-made  religious  rites,  by  drawing  people 
from  these  roads  to  Christ,  in  a hunter’s  phrase,  “put 
men  upon  a false  scent,”  and  so  cheat  them  out  of  their 
approaches  to  God. 

11th.  A neighboring  lodge  has  power  to  intimidate 
and  corrupt  the  ministry,  by  agreeing  in  secret  to 
withdraw  their  patronage, and  drive  him  from  his  pulpit 
unless  he  will  bow  the  knee  to  their  dark  idolatries;  and 
thus  compel  the  church  to  receive  a pastor  chosen 
secretly  in  the  lodge,  and  so  virtually  take  possession 
of  the  church,  and  adulterate  and  slowly  change  the 
gospel  preached  from  its  pulpit  into  “another  gospel 
which  is  not  another.” 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  Freemasonry  is  hostile 
to  and  subversive  of  the  Christian  religion;  that 
the  two  cannot  permanently  continue  side  by  side  in 
the  same  country;  and  that  the  duty  of  Christians  in 
these  lodges  is  given  in  the  Word  of  God:  “Come 

cut  of  her,  my  people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her 
plagues!” 

DESPOTIC  CHARACTER  OF  FREEMASONRY. 

While  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  an  institution  which 
is  unmistakably  anti-Christian  in  character  is  of  neces- 
sity anti-republican,  it  can  but  make  the  case  some 
stronger  to  prove  by  Masonic  authorities  that  - 

THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  FREEMASONRY  IS  PURELY  DESPOTIC. 

“A  Grand  Lodge  is  the  supreme  Masonic  authority 
within  its  jurisdiction.  Its  powers  are  three  fold:  legisla- 
tive. judicial  and  executive.  In  its  legislative  capacity 
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it  has  the  power  of  enacting  laws  and  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  craft,  and  of  altering,  repealing 
and  abrogating  them.  In  its  judicial  capacity  it  has 
the  power  of  investigating,  regulating  and  deciding  all 
matters  relative  to  the  craft  or  to  particular  lodges,  or 
to  individual  Masons,  which  it  may  exercise,  either  of 
itself  or  by  such  delegated  authority  as  it  may  appoint. 
In  its  executive  capacity,  it  has  the  power  of  erasing 
lodges  and  expelling  brethren  from  the  craft.  These 
powers  are  subject  to  one  limitation,  which  is  that  con- 
tained in  the  regulations  of  1721,  and  expressed  in  the 
following  concise  language:  ‘ Provided  always  that  the 
old  landmarks  he  caref  ully  preserved!  By  this  standard 
and  this  only,  are  we  to  measure  the  powers  of  a Grand 
Lodge.” — Chase’s  Digest , page  22. 

uAs  a Grand  Lodge,  as  the  Supreme  Masonic  author- 
ity in  every  jurisdiction,  is  invested  with  all  the  attrib- 
utes of  sovereignty  and  is  besides  a representative  body^ 
it  follows  that  the  unconditional  power  of  taxation  must 
reside  in  it.” — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence , page  433. 

‘‘Assessing  dues  upon  non -affiliated  Masons  is  in 
accordance  with  the  soundest  principles  of  Masonry.” — 
C.  Moore , Masonic  Beview,  VII.,  191 — Chase’s  Digest , 
page  175. 

“Taxation  of  Lodges. — In  1853  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Arkansas  passed  an  edict  requiring  its  subordinate  lodges 
to  levy  and  collect  a tax  of  two  dollars  per  annum  from 
each  affiliated  Mason,  for  the  benefit  of  St.  John’s 
College.  Two  lodges  refused  to  comply.  At  the  com- 
munication, in  1854,  the  Grand  Master  argued  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  had  the  right  to  impose  the  tax.  The 
Grand  Lodge,  however,  repealed  the  edict,  though  a 
committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  power.  (One  of  the 
lodges  was  suspended,  the  other  apologized.) 

“These  precedents  are  sufficient  to  establish  the  power 
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of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  for  such 
purposes  as  in  its  estimation  will  tend  to  carry  out  the 
great  ends  of  Masonry.” — Chase's  Digest  of  Masonic 
Law j page  448. 

“We  think  that  a Grand  Lodge  has  a right  to  pass 
a law  taxing  non-affiliated  Masons.”— Morris's  American 
Freemason,  ii.  59,  Chase  s Digest,  page  175.. 

“That  this  surrender  of  free-will  to  Masonic  au- 
thority is  absolute,  (within  the  scope  of  the  land- 
marks of  the  order)  and  perpetual , may  he  inferred 
from  an  examination  of  the  emblem  (the  shoe  or  sandal) 
which  is  used  to  enforce  this  lesson  of  resignation.  * 

* * ‘Once  a Mason  always  a Mason’  is  an  aphorism  in 
our  literature  conveying  an  undeniable  truth.  He  may 
resign  his  membership  in  the  lodge,  deny  its  govern- 
ment, even  repudiate  the  ties  by  which  he  is  bound  to 
the  institution,  yet  that  authority  remains  unbroken. 

* * * Should  he  refuse  obedience  he  will  be  disgrace- 

fully expelled  from  the  society  with  public  marks  of 
ignpminythat  can  never  be  erased.” — Morris's  Diction - 
ary.  Art.  Authority. 

“A  Grand  Lodge  is  invested  with  power  and  authority 
over  all  the  craft  within  its  jurisdiction.  It  is  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Appeal  in  all  Masonic  cases,  and  to  its 
decrees  unlimited  obedience  must  be  paid,  by  every 
lodge  and  every  Mason  situated  within  its  control.  The 
government  of  Grand  Lodges  is  therefore,  completely 
despotic.  While  a Grand  Lodge  exists,  its  edicts  must 
be  respected  and  obeyed  without  examination  by  its 
Subordinate  lodges.  Yet,  should  a Grand  Lodge  decree 
wrongfully  or  contrary  to  the  ancient  constitutions, 
though  there  be  no  redress  for  its  subordinates,  the 
Grand  Lodges  in  other  States  may  declare  its  proceedings 
irregular,  and  even  put  it  out  of  the  pale  of  Masonry 
by  refusing  to  hold  communion  with  it.”  * * * 

Grand  Lodges  are,  however,  exceedingly  scrupulous  in 
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exercising  this  interference  with  the  Masonic  authorities 
of  other  jurisdictions.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Grand 
Lodges , Jurisdiction  of. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  not  only  have  Grand  Lodges 
absolute  power  over  every  lodge  and  every  Freemason 
in  their  jurisdiction,  restrained  only  by  the  bare possihiL 
ity  that  some  other  Grand  Lodge  may,  if  they  go  to  too 
great  excesses  in  crime,  withdraw  fellowship  from  them, 
but  as  Mackey  says:  u Grand  Lodges  are  very  scrupulous 
in  exercising  this  interference.” 

If  any  one  imagines  that  the  foregoing  quotations 
put  the  matter  in  too  strong  a light,  the  following  brief 
sentence  by  A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  Grand  Captain  General  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  Sovereign 
Grand  Inspector  General,  33d  degree,  and  for  ten  years 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  must 
afford  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact  that  Freemasonry 
enforces  upon  its  members  the  most  abject  slavery  of 
mind  and  soul,  not  hesitating  to  misquote  Scripture  to 
enforce  its  villainous  claims:  uWe  may  not  call  in 

question  the  propriety  of  this  organization;  if  we  would 
be  Masons,  we  must  yield  private  judgment.  ‘To  the 
law  and  to  the  testimony — if  any  man  walk  not  by  this 
rule,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  him.”’ — Pierson’s 
Traditions,  page  30. 

WHO  COMPOSE  A GRAND  LODGE. 

“An  American  Grand  Lodge  is  usually  composed  of 
its  officers,  elect  and  appointed,  except  the  Grand  Tyler, 
its  Past  Grand  Masters,  and  Grand  Wardens;  and  the 
Masters  and  W ardens  of  its  subordinate  lodges,  or  their 
regularly  appointed  proxies.” — Chase’s  Digest,  page  19 . 

Having  seen  that  the  authority  of  a Grand  Lodge  is 
purely  despotic,  it  will  be  of  interest  to  see  whether  the 
government  of  the  subordinate  Lodge  is  of  like  character. 
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“The  power  of  a Master  in  liis  lodge  is  absolute.  He 
Is  the  supreme  arbiter  of  all  questions  of  order,  so  far 
as  the  meeting  is  concerned;  nor  can  any  appeal  be 
made  from  his  decision  to  that  of  the  lodge.  For  no 
misdemeanor,  however  great,  can  he  be  tried  by  his 
lodge.  * * * This  is  the  decision  that  has  been 

made  on  the  subject  by  every  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
LTnited  States  which  has  entertained  the  question,  and 
it  may  be  now  considered  as  a settled  law  of  Masonry. 

* He  is  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  reverence 
and  respect  while  in  the  chair,  and  his  commands  must 
be  implicitly  obeyed.  * * * He  has  the  right  of 

congregating  his  lodge  whenever  he  thinks  proper;  and 
of  closing  it  at  anytime  that  in  his  judgment  may  seem 
best.” — Mackey's  Lexicon , Art.  Master  of  a Lodge. 

'The  Mason  is  obedient  to  the  Master;  the  Master 
and  the  lodge  to  the  Grand  Lodge.”— Mackey's  lexicon, 
Art.  Obedience. 

At  the  installation  of  the  Master  of  a subordinate 
lodge  he  must  always  take  the  following  oath,  which 
may  be  found  in  nearly  every  Masonic  Monitor: 

\ ou  promise  to  pay  homage  to  the  Grand  Master 
for  the  time  being,  and  to  his  officers  when  duly  installed 
and  strictly  to  conform  to  every  edict  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
or  General  Assembly  of  Masons,  that  is  not  subversive 
of  the  principles  and  ground- work  of  Masonry  ? Ans. 

I do,’  ” — Sickelss  Aliiman  Eezon , page  243;  Sickels’s 
Monitor, page  139;  Mackey's  Manual,  page  135 ; Moore's 
Trestle  Board,  page  61. 

Such  is  the  man  who  sits  in  the  chair  of  a local  lodge! 
And  we  venture  to  assei  that  there  is  not,  in  the  whole 
English  language,  a more  perfect  description  of  a com- 
plete, irresponsible,  local  despot,  than  this;  and  he  or 
his  proxies  go  to  make  up  the  lowest  grade  of  Grand 
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Lodge  members ; those  nearest  the  people,  the  rest  be- 
ing Grand  Lodge  officers  or  past  officers. 

And  such  is  the  institution  of  Freemasonry  as  proved 
by  authorities  that  no  intelligent  Freemason  will  dare 
question.  In  its  origin,  progress  and  administration,  it 
is  simple  absolute  subjection  of  man  to  man;  a slavery 
of  soul  which  nothing  but  a secret  despotism  could  en- 
force for  a single  day,  and  its  most  prolific  and  able 
author  in  this  country  confesses  this  in  the  following 
brief  sentence: 

“Freemasonry  as  a secret  association  has  lived  un- 
changed for  centuries — as  an  open  society  it  would  not 
last  for  as  many  years.” — Mackey's  Masonic  Jurispru- 
dencey page  37. 

It  is  taxation  without  assigned  limit,  punishment 
without  redress,  and  confiscation  or  robbery  without 
appeal.  And  such  an  institution  as  this  is  put  for 
administration  into  the  hands  of  men  who  have  been 
trained  to  the  exercise  of  power,  at  once  perfectly  ab- 
solute and  perfectly  irresponsible ! 

Considered  simply  as  a system  of  secret  training- 
schools,  the  system  of  lodges  in  this  country  is  perfectly 
appalling.  Since  1733,  the  date  of  our  first  lodge,  it 
has  been  silently  revolutionizing  our  national  ideas, until 
one  popular  leader  (Rufus  Choate)  declared  the  Declara- 
tion of  American  Independence  to  be  “mere  sounding 
and  glittering  generalities,”  and  another  (John  C.  Cal- 
houn) a mere  “rhetorical  flourish.”  Doubtless  human 
slavery,  and  national  prosperity,  and  personal  corruption 
have  done  much  to  produce  this  change;  but  the  night- 
lodges  have  organized  and  established  it.  And,  having 
so  widely  extinguished  the  very  ideas  in  which  the 
government  was  founded,  the  lodges,  changing  their 
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name  to  “Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,”  attempted  the 
overthrow  of  popular  government  and  the  establishment 
of  an  empire;  and  they  hatched  and  inaugurated  our  war 
with  slavery,  which  cost  a million  of  lives  and  a billion 
of  taxes. 

Let  us  now  look  directly  at  Freemasonry  in  the  gross. 

In  the  year  before  the  Morgan  murder  (1825)  a Ma- 
sonic orator,  Brainard,  gave,  at  New  London,  in  Con- 
necticut, a description  of  the  order,  at  once  so  succinct, 
accurate  and  startling,  that  his  name  and  speech  after- 
ward became  familiar  to  the  American  people.  He 
said : — 

“What  is  Masonry  now?  IT  IS  POWERFUL.  It 
comprises  men  of  all  ranks,  wealth,  office  and  talent,  in 
power  and  out  of  power,  and  that  in  almost  every  place 
where  power  is  of  any  importance;  and  it  composes 
among  other  classes  of  the  community,  to  the  lowest  in 
large  numbers,  active  men,  united  together,  and  capa- 
ble of  being  directed  by  the  efforts  of  others,  so  as  to 
have  the  force  of  cement  through  the  civilized  world. 
They  are  distributed,  too,  with  the  means  of  knowing 
each  other,  and  the  means  of  keeping  secret  and  the 
means  of  co-operating,  ir_  the  Desk,  in  the  Legislative 
Hall,  on  the  Bench,  in  every  gathering  of  business,  in 
every  party  of  pleasure,  in  every  enterprise  of  govern- 
ment, in  every  domestic  circle,  in  peace  and  in  war, 
among  enemies  and  friends,  in  one  place  as  well  as  in 
another!  So  powerful  indeed  is  it  at  this  time,  that  it 
fears  nothing  from  violence, either  public  or  private;  for 
it  has  every  means  to  learn  it  in  season,  to  counteract 
defeat  and  PUNISH!” 

At  the  time  this  speech  was  made,  there  were  some- 
where about  two  thousand  lodges  in  the  whole  country, 
and  some  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  Freemasons.  Robert 
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Morris’  statements  on  this  point,  June  3rd,  1858,  copied 
from  the  Iowa  Grand  Lodge  Report,  are  interesting. 

“an  oration. 

Delivered  before  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa , by  Right 
Worshipful  Brother  Rob.  Morris,  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
t he  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky. 

“It  is  God's  truth  that  the  Masonic  generation  oi 
1826  violated  every  principle  of  honor  and  rectitude; 
changed  the  truth  of  their  sacred  profession  into  a lie; 
committed  treason  against  the  purest  of  causes,  deserted 
the  ranks  in  which  a Washington  and  a Franklin  had 
died;  in  which  a Clinton  and  a Livingston  were  yet  liv- 
ing; joined  hands  with  such  traitors  as- and 

— ■ and— — - — , and  for  the  sake  of  temporary  quiet, 

or  the  base  rewards  of  partizansh ip,  repudiated  the  most 
solemn  vows  humanity  ever  assumed.  It  was  a moral 
epidemic!  Fifteen  hundred  lodges  went  down  in  the 
strife!  The  ranks  of  the  craftsmen  were  reduced  in 
numbers  from  rising  fifty  thousand  to  less  than  five 
thousand.” 

J.  H.  Drummond,  of  Portland,  Maine,  the  “Most 
Puissant  Sovereign  Grand  Commander”  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  Northern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  in 
his  official  report  states  the  total  number  of  Master 
Masons  in  the  United  States,  January  1st,  18*79,  at  565,- 
465  The  initiation  of  this  army  of  Freemasons  alone, 
exclusive  of  dues  and  higher  degree  fees,  has  drawn 
from  the  industry  of  the  country  more  than  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  these  statis- 
tics, of  which  they  are  too  generally  ignorant,  the 
general  press  of  the  country  affect  to  treat  Freemasonry 
as  a trival  affair,  while  the  editors  never  touch  pen  to 
paper  concerning  it  without  awe  at  its  terrible  secret 
power  to  harm. 

Freemasonry  is  both  political  and  religious,  and  de- 
mands a political  and  religious  remedy. 

Note.— “Most  Pussiant  Sovereign  Grand  Commander.”  Drummond,  in  a 
report  of  Jan.,  1879,  admits  a net  loss  of  membership  during  the  past  ter 
years,  and  Rev.  Henry  R.  Coleman,  in  his  Masonic  Calendar  for  1876,  page 
96,  says : “Here  is  the  sum  total  of  100,060  Masons  who  have  gone  back  upon 
their  fraternal  pledges  within  the  little  period  of  three  years. ” 

This  shows  the  importance  of  the  National  Christian  Association,  organ* 
ized  in  1868,  and  the  American  Party  soon  after*. 


CHAPTR  III. 

How  a Local  Lodge  is  Organized. 

Master  Masons  only  can  Form  a New  Lodge — Must  be  Recommended  by 
the  Nearest  Lodge— The  Master  and  Wardens  Constitute  a Lodge  un- 
der Dispensation  and  they  alone  can  Vote  in  most  Jurisdictions— 
Grand  Masters  can  Make  Masons  at  Sight— Lodge  Charters  not  Issued 
to  the  Lodge,  but  to  the  Master  and  Wardens— Members  of  a Lodge 
belong  to  it  as  Dogs  belong  to  their  Master. 

Eight  or  more  Master  Masons,  recommended  by  the 
two  or  three  nearest  lodges,  petition  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  State  for  a “dispensation”  to  form  a lodge,  nom- 
inating the  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens.  The 
dispensation,  if  issued,  appoints  the  three  officers  nom- 
inated by  the  petitioners,  and  empowers  them  to  “enter, 
pass  and  raise  Freemasons.” 

In  the  opinion  of  Mackey,  Chase,  and  other  writers 
on  Masonic  law  and  according  to  the  decision  of  most 
Grand  Lodges  in  America,  the  Master  and  W ardens  ap- 
pointed in  this  dispensation,  constitute  that  lodge  and 
are  the  only  persons  who  can  vote  on  the  initiation, 
passing  or  raising  of  candidates,  or  any  other  business 
of  the  lodge;  nor  can  a lodge  under  dispensation  receive 
a member  from  another  lodge.  A few  Grand  Lodges 
hold  that  a “U.  D.”  lodge  may  by  a unanimous  vote 
affiliate  a Master  Mason  from  another  lodge  and  give 
him  the  right  of  ballot  and  a still  less  number  give 
those  made  Master  Masons  in  a “U  D.”  lodge  the  ballot 
but  several  Grand  Lodges  which  previously  held  that 
those  who  had  taken  the  third  degree  in  a lodge  under 
dispensation  might  vote,  have  since  taken  action  denying 
the  ballot  to  such  persons.  See  Chase's  Digest  of  Ma- 
sonic Law,  pp.  139-152  and  Mackey's  Masonic  Jurispru- 
dence pp.  299—308.  Of  course  any  power  that  the  Grand 
Master  may  delegate  he  can  exercise  himself. 

“The  prerogative  of  the  Grand  Master  to  make  Ma- 
sons at  sight  is  a landmark.” — Mackey’ s J urisp.  page  23. 
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Not  only  has  the  Grand  Master  this  privilege,  but 
until  a lodge  is  chartered  its  life  is  wholly  in  the  hands 
of  the  Grand  Master,  as  it  has  no  vote  or  voice  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  by  its  Master  or  W ardens. 

“A  lodge  under  dispensation  cannot  be  represented 
in  the  Grand  Lodge.” — Mackey’ s Jurisprudence,  p.  301. 

This  dispensation  or  temporary  charter  lasts  until  the 
Grand  Lodge  meets,  when  this  incipient  lodge  is  laid  by 
the  Grand  Master  before  the  Grand  Lodge.  If  the 
Grand  Lodge  approves,  it  issues  what  is  called  a “War- 
rant of  Constitution,”  or  charter.  This  constitution 
empowers  the  same  three  local  officers  to  meet  and 
make  Masons,  in  the  town  named,  and  half  way  to  the 
nearest  lodge  in  adjoining  towns  except  when  State 
lines  interfere;  each  State  having  its  own  Masonic 
jurisdiction  and  Grand  Lodge.  In  a city  where  there 
are  several  lodges,  each  lodge  has  equal  jurisdiction 
over  the  whole  city.  It  alsc  empowers  these  three  local 
officers  “To  hear  and  determine,  all  and  singular,  mat- 
ters and  things  relative  to  the  craft  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion cf  tho  lodge.” 

It  further  empowers  these  three  officers,  when  their 
term  expires  “tc  install  their  successors;”  and  em- 
powers the  mid  successors  “tc  install  their  successors,” 
and  so  c:i  forever.  So  that  outside  of  the  original  three 
appcinted  by  the  Grand  Master  or  his  deputy,  nobody 
can  intercfere,  by  vote  or  voice,  in  the  government  or 
management  of  “matt  es  and  things  relating  to  the 
craft;”  and  the  original  three,  and  their  successors  in- 
stalled by  themselves,  and  their  successors’  successors 
forever,  have  sole  absolute  control  and  government  of 
that  lodge,  and  “all  that  relates  to  the  craft  ” in  that 
jurisdiction  forever.  That  is  to  say,  these  three  persons 
constitute  and  are  the  only  lodge  known  to  the  consti- 
tution and  the  laws  of  the  order.  The  only  seeming 
exceptions  are  that  in  a chartered  lodge  the  men  who 
- are  there  made  Masons,  and  who  come  in  and  help  work 
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the  ritual  and  pay  dues,  ballot  by  white  and  black  balls 
for  or  against  candidates,  and  under  the  constitution 
vmte  for  lodge  officers;  but  though  a thousand  such  are 
taken  in,  none  but  the  original  three  and  their  succes- 
sors installed  by  them  can  “hear  and  determine  matters 
and  things  relative  to  the  craft.”  The  original  three 
are  installed  by  the  Grand  Master,  his  deputy,  or  his 
proxy.  If  by  the  Grand  Master,  the  lodge  is  said  to  be 
“constituted  in  ample  form;”  if  by  his  deputy,  “in 
due  form;”  if  by  his  proxy,  simply  u in  form.”  Thus 
these  three  officers,  the  Master  and  two  Wardens,  are 
an  absolute  triumvirate;  first  nominated  by  petitioners, 
and  appointed  and  installed  by  the  Grand  Master  or  his 
deputy  or  proxy.  And  the  triumvirate  is  perpetual; 
for,  though  under  the  constitution  the  form  of  electing 
officers  is  gone  through  with,  that  election  is  in  effect 
only  a nomination.  They  are  not  officers  till  installed; 
and  the  three  have  power,  and  they  alone,  to  install, 
which  power  descends  by  constitution  to  their  installed 
successors,  who  alone  have  all  power  over  the  craft,  and 
“all  that  relates  to  it”  in  that  jurisdiction.  No  matter 
how  many  Masons  are  made  or  taken  into  any  lodge, 
they  can  only  be  said  to  belong  to  it  as  dogs  and  slaves 
belong  to  masters,  that  is,  merely  to  obey.  The  three 
officers  are  the  lodge,  and  not  only  are  they  the  only 
persons  responsible  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  of  which  they 
are  members,  and  on  whose  mercy  the  very  life  of  every 
subordinate  lodge  depends,  but  the  charter  being  issued 
to  the  Master  and  Wardens,  the  lodge  cannot  be  opened 
without  the  presence  of  one  of  this  triumvirate,  no 
matter  how  many  Past  Masters  or  Past  Wardens  might 
attend.  Should  it  be  attempted  all  of  their  transactions 
would  be  null  and  void  according  to  Masonic  law  and 
usage.  Such  is  a local  or  subordinate  Masonic  lodge 
and  it*  ^jr^nization  as  taken  from  the  highest  Masonic 
_ou0rities. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


TITLES  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE  “CONSTITUTING”  OFFICERS 
OF  A SUBORDINATE  LODGE. 

1.  Worshipful  Master.  Attained  by  election  except 
in  “U.  D.”  lodges  (lodges  under  dispensation),  when  the 
Worshipful  Master  and  Wardens  are  appointed  by  the 
Grand  Master  or  his  representative.  “He  must  have 
previously  presided  as  a Warden,  except  in  the  case  of  a 
newly  constituted  lodge,  or  where  every  Past  Master  and 
Warden,  as  well  as  the  present  Master,  have  refused  to 
serve,  or  have  died,  resigned,  or  been  expelled.” — 
Mackey’s  Lex.  Art.  Master  of  a Lodye.  He  presides  in 
the  east  of  the  lodge,  usually,  with  a stove-pipe  hat  on. 
“No  officer  after  his  installation  can  resign.  At  his 
installation  the  Master  receives  the  degree  of  Past  Mas- 
ter. It  is  a law  of  Masonry  that  all  officers  hold  on  to 
their  respective  offices  until  their  successors  are  installed.’ 
— Mackey’s  Lex.  Art.  Installation. 

2.  Senior  Warden.  Attained  by  election  in  a char- 
tered lodge,  or  by  appointment  of  Grand  Master  or  his 
representative  if  in  a lodge  working  under  dispensation. 
His  place  is  in  the  west,  opposite  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter. “He  is,  under  the  Master,  to  superintend  the  craft 
during  labor,  and,  in  his  absence,  to  preside  over  the 
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lodge.1  With  the  Worshipful  Master  and  Junior 
Warden  he  represents  the  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge.17 — * 
Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Wardens. 

3.  Junior  Warden.  Attained  same  as  Senior  War- 
den. l’He  presides  over  the  craft  during  refreshment, 
and  in  the  absence  of  the  Worshipful  Master  and  Senior 
Warden  he  performs  the  duties  of  presiding  officer.11 
— Mackey's  Lexicon,  Art . Wardens.  His  seat  is  in  the 
south. 

4.  Treasurer . Attained  by  election,  except  in  lodges 
under  dispensation,  when  he  is  appointed  by  the  Wor- 
shipful Master.  He  receives  all  lodge  moneys  from  the 
Secretary,  keeps  an  account  of  same,  and  pays  them  out 
on  the  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  with  consent  of 
lodge.  His  seat  is  to  the  extreme  right  of  the  W orshipful 
Master. 

5.  Secretary . Attained  same  as  Treasurer.  He  is 
to  observe  the  Worshipful  Master's  will  and  pleasure; 
record  the  proceedings  of  the  lodge;  receive  all  moneys 
and  pay  them  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt;  at- 
tend upon  trials  and  meetings  for  taking  evidence;  fur- 
nish copies  of  all  evidence  taken  on  trials  where  an  ap- 
peal is  taken  to  the  Grand  Lodge;  furnish  diplomas, 
demits,  certificates,  etc.,  duly  signed  and  sealed  by  order 
of  the  lodge;  prepare  the  annual  reports  made  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  certificates  of  the  representatives ; no- 
tify the  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  all  expul- 

Not*  l--*‘During  the  temporary  absence  of  the  Master,  the  Senior  Warden 
will  through  courtesy  resign  the  chair  to  a former  Past  Master,  yet  iu  this 
case  the  latter  officer  derives  his  authority  from  the  Warden  and  cannot  act 
until  this  officer  has  congregated  tne  lodge.  The  same  thing  is  applicable  to 
the  J unior  W arden,  in  case  of  the  absence,  both  of  the  Master  and  the  Senior 
Warden.  This  rule  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  warrant  of  Constituiion 
[Charter]  is  granted  to  the  Master,  Wardens  and  their  successors  in  officeand 
not  to  the  members  of  the  lodge.  A lodge  therefore  cannot  be  ltgally  con- 
gregated without  the  presence  of  at  least  one  of  these  officers  or  a Past 
Maater.  ” Mackey's  Lex.  Art.  Wardens. 
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sions;  keep  a Masonic  biography  of  ail  important  facts 
concerning  the  Masonic  history  of  each  member;  keep 
a Visitor’s  Book;  prepare  a balance  sheet  of  all  accounts 
of  the  members  and  of  his  own  account  with  the  lodge, 
and  keep  a roll  of  all  who  are  entitled  to  vote.  His 
seat  is  at  the  extreme  left  of  the  Worshipful  Master. 

6.  Senior  Deacon.  Appointed  by  the  Worshipful 
Master,  and  he  acts  as  his  proxy  in  the  active  duties  of 
the  lodge;  to  give  fraternal  attention  to  visitors  and 
conduct  candidates  during  initiation.  His  seat  is  to  the 
right  and  a little  in  front  of  the  W orshipful  Master. 

7.  Junior  Deacon.  Appointed  by  the  Senior  War- 
den, and  is  subject  to  removal  by  him.  He  acts  as 
proxy  for  the  Senior  Warden,  and  is  the  inner  guardian 
of  the  door.  His  place  is  properly  to  the  right  and  in 
front  of  the  Senior  Warden,  where  the  door  is  in  a 
properly  constricted  lodge  room.  [See  plan  of  lodge 
room,  page  56.]  If  the  doors  of  the  lodge  room  are  not 
properly  placed  the  Junior  Deacon  will  be  out  of  regu- 
lar relative  position,  as  he  must  be  near  the  door. 

8.  Tyler.  Though  an  officer  of  absolute  necessity, 
who  must  be  a Master  Mason,  is  noc  included  in  the 
list  of  constituting  officers,  as  he  may  belong  to  another 
lodge.  If  a member  of  the  lodge  he  guards,  he  is  usu- 
ally elected  by  that  lodge.  Station  outside  of  inner  door. 

Besides  these  constituting  or  necessary  officers,  there 
are  nine  others,  only  three  of  which  (Chaplain  and 
Senior  and  Junior  Stewards)  are  usually  appointed  in 
any  but  city  lodges  of  wealth.  These  nine  are  styled 

SUPERNUMERARY  OFFICERS. 

1.  Chaplain.  Attained  by  appointment  of  the 
Worshipful  Master.  “His  situation  is  near  the  Wor- 
shipful Master.”  His  duties  are  indicated  by  his  title. 
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2.  Marshal.  Attained  by  appointment  of  the 
Worshipful  Master.  His  duties  are  indicated  by  his 
name.  At  funerals  and  other  public  displays  he  mar- 
shals the  procession.  His  place  is  near  the  Senior 
Deacon,  whose  assistant  he  is.  In  the  smaller  lodges 
the  Senior  Deacon  attends  to  the  duties  of  Marshal. 

3.  Physician.  Attained  by  appointment  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  as  a standing  committee  to  wait 
upon  sick  members  at  the  expense  of  the  lodge.  Only 
large  lodges  of  wealth  have  such  an  officer.  His  posi- 
tion is  near  the  Worshipful  Master. 

4.  Orator , or  Lecturer.  Attained  by  appointment  of 
the  Worshipful  Master,  as  his  assistant  in  instructing 
the  lodge  in  the  rituals  and  principles  of  the  order. 
Only  large  lodges  have  such  an  officer.  His  station  is 
near  the  Worshipful  Master. 

5.  Organist ; or  Chorister.  Attained  *by  appointment 
of  the  Worshipful  Master,  as  director  of  the  vocal  and 
instrumental  musical  exercises.  His  situation  is  near 
the  instrument. 

6.  Senior  Steward.  Attained  by  appointment  of  the 
J unior  W arden,  as  his  assistant  in  preparing  candidates, 
purchasing  and  serving  refreshments  at  lodge  festivals, 
etc.  His  place  is  to  the  right  of  the  Junior  Warden. 
All  lodges  should  have  Stewards. 

7.  Junior  Steward.  His  appointment  and  duties  are 
the  same  as  the  Senior  Steward,  whom  he  assists.  His 
position  is  to  the  left  of  the  Junior  Warden. 

8.  Senior  Master  of  Ceremonies.  Attained  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  Worshipful  Master,  as  assistant  of  the 
Senior  Deacon  in  the  initiatory  ceremonies  of  the  three 
degrees.  Very  few  American  lodges  have  such  an  offi- 
cer. His  place  is  on  the  right  of  the  Senior  Warden. 

9.  Junior  Master  of  Ceremonies.  Appointment  and 
duties  same  as  Senior  Master  of  Ceremonies.  Position 
to  the  left  of  the  Senior  Warden 
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Degrees  of  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason. 


FREEMASONRY  ILLUSTRATED. 


CHAPTER  V. 

First,  ok  Entered  Apprentice’s  Degree. 

EXPLANATORY. 

The  first  three  degrees  are  termed  Blue  Lodge;  or 
Amcient  Craft  Masonry. 

Having  reference  to  Solomon’s  temple,  an  Entered 
Apprentice’s  lodge  is  termed  the  “ground  floor,”  Fellow 
Craft’s  the  “middle  chamber,”  and  Master  Mason’s  lodge 
the“ sanctum  sanctorum”  or  “holy  of  holies.” 

“All  the  business  of  this  system,  except  conferring 
the  degree,  is  done  in  the  third,  or  Master  Mason’s 
lodge.” — Morris's  Dictionary,  Art.  Blue  Lodge  Masonry. 

“The  Entered  Apprentice  is  the  first  degree  in  Ma- 
sonry, and,  though  it  supplies  no  historical  knowledge, 
it  is  replete  with  information  on  the  internal  structure 
of  the  order. 

“This  degree  is  considered  ‘the  weakest  part  of  Ma- 
sonry,’ and  hence,  although  an  Entered  Apprentice  is 
allowed  to  sit  in  a lodge  of  his  degree,  he  is  not  per- 
mitted to  speak  or  vote  on  the  proceedings. 

“When  a candidate  is  initiated  into  this  degree  he  is 
technically  said  to  be  ‘enterer1  — Mackey's  Lexicon ; 
Art.  Apprentice. 

“Entered  Apprentices  are  possessed  of  very  few  rights, 
and  are  called  ^pon  to  perform  but  very  few  duties. 
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They  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  members  of  a lodge; 
are  not  required  to  pay  dues,  and  are  not  permitted  to 
speak  or  vote,  or  hold  any  office.  Secrecy  and  obedience 
are  the  only  obligations  imposed  upon  them  ."-Mackey's 
Jurisprudence,  page  159. 

‘'Apprentices  are  not  entitled  to  the  honors  of  a Ma- 
sonic burial,  nor  can  they  join  in  paying  those  honors 
to  a deceased  Master  Mason.  In  this  respect  they  are 
i laced  precisely  in  the  position  of  profanes.  514  * * 

They  are  really  nothing  more  than  Masonic  disciples. 

— Mackey's  Jurisprudence,  page  160. 

OPENING  CEREMONIES. 

In  each  of  the  three  degrees,  one  rap  calls  the  lodge 
to  order  and  seats  them  when  standing,  one  rap  also  calls 
up  any  member  addressed  by  the  Master  and  in  the 
opening  and  closing  ceremonies  two  raps  call  up  all  the 
subordinate  officers;  three  raps  call  up  the  entire  lodge. 

CALLING  THE  LODGE  TO  ORDER. 

The  regular  time  for  opening  the  lodge  having  ar-  ’ 
rived,  if  there  are  the  requisite  number  present  (at  least 
eight,  including  the  Tyler),  the  Worshipful  Master  puts 
on  his  apron,  jewel  and  hat  (usually  a stove-pipe  hat), 
takes  his  seat  in  the  east,  and  calls  the  lodge3  to  order 
with  one  rap  of  the  gavel. 

CLOTHING  THE  LODGE. 

The  members  put  on  their  aprons,  and  the  officers 
their  aprons  and  jewels,  and  take  their  proper  places,  as 
shown  on  page  56 ; the  door  is  shut,  the  Senior  Warden 
i n the  west  places  his  column  erect  on  its  pedestal,  while 
the  Junior  Warden's  in  the  south  lies  across  its  pedestal. 
The  Deacons  take  their  rods,  as  there  shown. 


Note  2.— “The  work  of  the  lodge  in  each  degree  is  a portion  of  the  secrets 
of  Masonry  "—Note,  Webb's  Monitor,  page  IS. 
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TYLING3  THE  LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap)— Is  the  Tyler  of  this 
lodge  present?  If  so  he  will  approach  the  east.  [Tyler 
approaches  the  east.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Tyler  your  place? 

Tyler — Without  the  door  of  this  lodge,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  duties  there. 

Tyler— To  keep  off  all  cowans  and  eavesdroppers,  and 
see  that  none  pass  or  repass  but  such  as  are  duly  quali- 
fied and  have  the  Worshipful  Master's  permission. 

Worshipf  ul  Master — Receive  this  implement  of  your 
office,  Lhanding  him  a sword]  repair  to  your  place,  and 
be  there  in  the  active  discharge  of  your  duties.  [Tyler 
retires  to  his  place.] 

Worshipf  ul  Master  (one  rap)-Brother  Junior  Deacon, 
you  will  see  that  the  Tyler  is  at  his  post  and  close  the  door 

Junior  Deacon , (sees  that  the  Tyler  is  outside  the  door, 
closes  it  and  reports  :)The  Tyler  is  at  his  post,  Worshipful. 

PURGING4  THE  LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, are  you  sure  that  all  present  are  Masons? 

Senior  Warden — I am  not  sure,  Worshipful,  that  all 
present  are  Masons, but  will  ascertain  through  my  proper 
officers  and  report.  [If  he  is  sure  all  are  Masons,  he  an- 
swers :I  am  sure  Worshipful,  that  all  present  are  Masons.] 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Senior  and  Junior  Deacons, 
you  will  ascertain  if  all  present  areMasons.  [The  Senior 
and  Junior  Deacons,  rod  in  hand,  pass  around,  chal- 
lenge all  they  do  not  recognize,  and  those  not  vouched 

Note  3.— “Tyling  Is  the  third  step  in  opening  the  Blue  Lodge.  It  is  done 
by  the  Junior  Deacon  acting  under  orders  from  the  Worshipful  Master, 
Morris's  Dictionary , Art.  Tyling. 

Note  4.— “'The  next  step  in  the  ceremony  is  with  the  usual  precautions  to 
ascertain  the  right  of  each  one  to  be  present.  Mackey's  Manual , page  It. 
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for  as  Masons  by  some  brother  present  must  retire  I o the 
ante-room  for  examination  by  a committee.] 

Senior  Deacon — Brother  Senior  Warden,  all  present 
are  Masons. 

Senior  Warden — I am  now  sure  Worshipful,  that  all 
present  are  Masons. 

Worshipful  Master- Brother  Senior  Warden,  you  will 
bring  them  to  order  as  Entered  Apprentice  Masons, 
reserving  yourself  to  the  last. 

Senior  Warden  (three  raps,  all  rise) — 
Brethren,  you  will  come  to  order  as  En- 
tered Apprentice  Masons.  [All  make 
Entered  Apprentice  sign  and  stand  on  the 
step.  See  Appendix,  Note  af\ 

SIGN  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping  left 
hand  to  side,  and  at  same  time  raise  right 
arm,  with  hand  still  open,  and  draw  hand 
quickly  across  the  throat,  the  thumb  next 
to  the  throat,  then  hand  drops  to  side. 
[The  sign  is  termed  the  “penal  sign/' 
and  refers  to  the  penalty  of  the  degree.] 

Senior  Warden  (making  E.  A.  sign) — In  order, 

Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — (one  rap,  all  seated.) 

[The  following  is  part  of  the  lecture6  of  this  degree.  ] 

W or  shipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Junior  Deacon, 
the  first  and  great  care  of  Masons  when  convened?6 

Junior  Deacon — To  see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled, 
Worshipful. 

Note  5.  ‘■‘•From  such  fragments  of  the  old  lectures  as  have  been  preserved 
it  appears  that  i hey  were  uniformaly  given  in  a Catechetical  form  and  such  is 
the  method  in  general  use  in  the  United  States.'”— Morris's  Dictionary , Art. 
Catechism. 

Note  6 “By  a wise  provision,  it  is  no  sooner  intimated  to  the  Masterthat 
he  may  safely  proceed,  than  he  directs  his  attention  to  an  inquiry  into  the 
knowledge  possecsed  by  his  officers  of  the  duties  that  they  will  be  respectively 
called  upon  to  perform.”— Mackey's  Ritualists  Art.  Opening , page  13. 


Entered  Ap- 
prentice Sign. 
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Worshipful  Master — You  will  attend  to  that  part  of 
your  duty,  and  inform  the  Tyler  that  this  lodge  is  about 
to  be  opened  on  the  first  degree  of  Masonry,  and  direct 
him  to  tyle  accordingly.  [Junior  Deacon  informs 
the  Tyler,  closes  the  door,  turns  to  the  east  and  reports:  J 

Junior  Deacon — The  Tyler  is  informed,  Worshipful, 
and  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

Worshipful  Master — How  tyled ? 

Junior  Deacon-By  a Master  Mason,7  without  the  door, 
armed  with  the  proper  Masonic  implement  of  his  office. 

Worshipful  Master — His  duties  there? 

Junior  Deacon — To  keep  off  all  cowans8  and  eaves- 
droppers9 and  see  that  none  pass  or  repass  but  such  as 
are  duly  qualified  and  have  the  Worshipful  Master’s 
permission.10 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, from  whence  came  you? 

Senior  Warden- From  a lodge  of  St.  Johns  of  Jerusalem 
| or, From  a lodge  cf  the  holy  Saints  John  at  Jerusalem.]11 

Worshipful  Master — What  came  you  here  to  do? 

Senior  Warden — To  learn  to  subdue  my  passions  and 
improve  myself  in  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master-Then  I presume  you  are  a Mason. 

Senior  Warden — I am  so  taken  and  accepted  amongst 
brothers  and  fellows. 


Note  7— “He  must  be  a Master  Mason.  Morris's  Dictionary , Art . Tyler. 

Note  8— "As  Kuon.  or  dog,  meant  among  the  early  fathers  one  who  had 
not  been  initiated  into  the  < hristian  mysteries.the  term  was  borrowed  by  the 
Freemasons,  and  in  ti  me  corrupted  into  cowan.'' — Mackey's  Lex.  Art.  Cowan. 

Note  9— “Cowan.  This  term  is  joined  with  that  of  Eaves-dropper.  in 
designating  those  cla-ses  of  impertinent  listeners  or  spies,  against  whom 
lodge-,  at  their  meetings  are  required  to  exercise  special  vigilance  "-Morris's 
Dictionary , Art.  Cowan. 

Note  10 — “Nor  after  this  is  any  brother  permitted  to  leave  the  Lodge 
during  Lodge  hours  without  having  fi  st  obtained  the  Worshipful  Master’s 
permis.-ion.” — Mackey's  Ritualist.,  page  13, 

Note  11— “The  primitiveormother  lodge  was  held  at  Jerusalem  and  dedica- 
ted to  St.  .John  and  hence  was  called:  'The  lodge  of  the  holy  St.John  of 
Jerusalem  1 Of  this  first  lodge,  all  other  lodges  are  but  branches  and  they 
therefore  receive  the  same  general  name.”— Mackey's  Lexicon,  Art.  tit.  John 
of  Jerusalem. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Mason? 

Senior  Warden — My  obligation.13 

Worshipful  Master- Where  were  you  made  a Mason? 

Senior  Warden — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of 
Masons. 

Worshipful  Master — What  number  constitutes  a 
lodge  of  Masons  ? 

Senior  Warden — Seven  or  more,  consisting  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  Treas- 
urer, Secretary,  Senior  and  Junior  Deacons. 

Worshipful  Master—  The  Junior  Deacon’s  place  in 
the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — On  the  right  of  the  Senior  Warden 
in  the  west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (two  raps,  officers  named  rise.) — 
Brother  Junior  Deacon,  your  duties  there? 

Junior  Deacon — To  carry  orders  from  the  Senior 
Warden  in  the  west  to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south 
and  elsewhere  around  the  lodge  as  may  be  required  and 
see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Senior  Deacon’s  place  in 
the  lodge? 

Junior  Deacon— On  the  right  of  the  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east,  W orshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  your 
duties  there? 

Senior  Deacon — To  carry  orders  from  the  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east  to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west 
and  elsewhere  around  the  lodge  as  he  may  direct;  to  in- 
troduce and  accommodate  visiting  brethren,  and  to  re- 
ceive and  conduct  candidates. 

W orshipful  Master- The  Secretary’s  place  in  the  lodge  ? 

Note  12 — “It  is  the  obligation  which  makes  the  Mason.”  -Morrl8'$  DU? 
denary,  Art.  Obligation. 
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Senior  Deacon — On  the  left  of  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter in  the  east,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  your  duties 
there  ? 

Secretary — To  observe  the  Worshipful  Master’s  will 
and  pleasure  in  recording  the  proceedings  of  this 
lodge;  transmit  a copy  of  the  same  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
if  required;  receive  all  moneys  paid  into  the  lodge,  pay 
them  over  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Treasurer’s  place  in  the 
lodge  ? 

Secretary — On  the  right  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in 
the  east,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Treasurer,  your  duties 
there  ? 

Treasurer — To  receive  all  moneys  paid  into  the  lodge 
from  the  hands  of  the  Secretary;  to  keep  a just  and 
regular  account  of  the  same,  and  pay  them  out  again  by 
order  of  the  W orshipful  Master  with  the  consent  of  the 
lodge. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Warden’s  station 
in  the  lodge? 

Treasurer — In  the  south,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Warden,  why 
in  the  south  and  your  duties  there?  [See  App.  Note  h.  J 

Junior  Warden — As  the  sun  in  the  south  at  high  me- 
ridian is  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  day,  so  stands 
the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south  to  call  the  craft  from 
labor  to  refreshment,  superintend  them  during  the 
hours  thereof,  see  that  none  convert  the  means  of  re- 
freshment into  intemperance  or  excess;  call  them  to 
labor  again  by  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the 
east,  that  he  may  have  pleasure  and  they  profit  thereby. 
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Worshipful  Master — The  Senior  W arden's  station  in 
the  lodge? 

Junior  Warden — In  the  west,  Worshipful. 

W or  shipful  Master — Brother  Senior  W arden,  why  in 
the  west  and  your  duties  there?  [See  Appendix,  Note  b.  j 

Senior  Warden — As  the  sun  is  in  the  west  at  the  close 
of  the  day,  so  stands  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west  to 
assist  the  Worshipful  Master  in  opening  and  closing  his 
lodge,  pay  the  craft  their  wages  if  any  be  due,  see  that 
none  go  away  dissatisfied,  if  in  my  power  to  prevent, 
harmony  being  the  strength  and  support  of  all 
institutions,  more  especially  this  of  ours. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Worshipful  Master’s  sta- 
tion in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  east,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  in  the  east,  and  his  duties 
there?  [See  Appendix,  Note  b.] 

Senior  Warden — As  the  sun13  rises  in  the  east  to  open 
and  govern  the  day,  so  rises  the  W orshipf'ul  Master  in 
the  east  (Master  rises)  to  open  and  govern  his  lodge, 
set  the  craft  to  work,  and  give  them  proper  instructions. 

Worshipful  Master  (three  raps;  all  rise) —Brother 

Senior  Warden,  it  is  my  order  that  this  lodge,  [Or 

lodge  No. ] be  now  opened  on  the  first  degree  of 

Masonry,  for  the  regular  dispatch  of  business;  during 
which  time  all  private  committees,  or  other  irregular 
and  unmasonic  conduct, tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  same,  while  peaceably  engaged  in  the 
lawful  pursuits  of  Masonry  are  strictly  forbidden,  under 
no  less  a penalty  than  such  as  a majority  of  the 
brethren  present,  acting  under  the  by-laws  of  this  lodge 

Note  13.— “The  Worshipful  Master  himself  is  a representative  of  the  sun.* 
—gnrrie's  Dictionary , Art . Sun . 
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may  see  cause  to  inflict.  This  you  will  announce  to  the 
Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  and  he  to  the  brethren 
around  the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and  timely 
notice,  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Junior  Warden,  it  is  the 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  that  this 
lodge  be  now  opened  on  the  first  degree  of  Masonry,  for 
the  regular  dispatch  of  business ; during  which  time  all 
private  committees,  or  other  irregular  and  unmasonic 
conduct,  tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  same,  while  peaceably  engaged  in  the  lawful  pursuit 
of  Masonry  are  strictly  forbidden,  under  no  less  a penal- 
ty than  such  as  a majority  of  the  brethren  present,  act- 
ing under  the  by-laws  of  this  lodge,  may  see  cause  to  in- 
flict. This  you  will  announce  to  the  brethren  around 
the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and  timely  notice,  may 
govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Junior  Warden — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  as  communicated 
to  me  through  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west;  agree- 
able to  that  order  so  let  it  be  done. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren  together 
on  the  signs  for  opening  this  lodge  of  En- 
tered Apprentices.  [All  make  the  E.  A.  due 
guard  and  sign,14  and  stand  on  the  E. A. step.] 

DUE  GUARD  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE. 

Hold  out  left  hand,  palm  up,  a little  in  front 
of  the  body,  height  of  hips ; right  hand  hori- 
zontally over  the  left,  two  or  three  inches 
Entered  above  it.  (Position  of  hands,  when  taking 
Due  Guard.  E.  A.  obligation.)  [See  page  107.] 

Note  14. — “Certain  mystic  rites,  which  can  here  be  only  alluded 
to  are  then  employed,  by  which  each  brother  present  signifies  his 
concurrence  in  the  ceremonies  which  have  been  celebrated  and  his 
knowledge  of  the  degree  in  which  the  lodge  is  about  to  be  opened/' 
— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  13. 
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SIGN  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping  left 
hand  to  side,  and  at  same  time  raise  right 
arm,  with  hand  still  open,  and  draw  hand 
quickly  across  the  throat,  the  thumb  next  to 
the  throat ; then  drop  hand  to  side. 

[The  sign,  termed  the  “penal  sign/’  refers 
to  the  penalty  of  the  degree.  See  p.  108.] 

Worshipful  Master — (one  rap.) 

Senior  Warden — (one  rap.) 

Junior  Warden — (one  rap.) 

Worshipful  Master  (removes  his  hat) — Brethren, 
before  declaring  the  lodge  open,  let  us  reverently  invoke 
the  blessing  of  Deity.  [The  Master  or  Chaplain  offers 
an  invocation  or  prayer  similar  to  the  following:] 

INVOCATION. 

Uow  may  the  blessing  of  Heaven  rest  upon  us  and 
our  work  so  happily  begun;  may  it  be  conducted  in 
peace  and  closed  in  harmony.  Amen. 

Response  by  all — So  mote  it  be. 

OPENING  PRAYER. 

“Most  holy  and  glorious  Lord  God,  the  Great  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe,  the  giver  of  all  good  gifts  and 
graces ! Thou  hast  promised  that,  ‘Where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  thy  name,  thou  wilt  be  in  their 
midst  and  bless  them.’  In  thy  name  we  have  assembled, 
and  in  thy  name  we  desire  to  proceed  in  all  our  doings. 
Grant  that  the  sublime  principles  of  Freemasonry  may 
so  subdue  every  discordant  passion  within  us — so  har- 
monize and  enrich  our  hearts  with  thine  own  love  and 
goodness — that  the  lodge  at  this  time  may  humbly  re- 
flect that  order  and  beauty  which  reign  forever  before 
ihy  throne.  Amen.” — Sichels’s  Monitor,  page  16. 

Response  by  all — So  mote  it  be. 


Entered  Ap- 
prentice Sign. 
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OPENING  PRAYER. 

"Most  holy  and  glorious  Lord  God,  the  Great  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe,  the  giver  of  all  good  gifts  and 
graces ! Thou  hast  promised  that,  ‘Where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  thy  name,  thou  wilt  be  in  the 
midst  of  them  and  bless  them/  In  thy  name  we  assem- 
ble, most  humbly  beseeching  thee  to  bless  us  in  all  our 
undertakings,  that  we  may  know  and  serve  thee  aright, 
and  that  all  our  actions  may  tend  to  thy  glory  and  to 
our  advancement  in  knowledge  and  virtue.  And  we  be- 
seech thee,  0 Lord  God,  to  bless  our  present  assembling, 
and  to  illuminate  our  minds,  that  we  may  walk  in  the 
light  of  thy  countenance;  and  when  the  trials  of  our 
probationary  state  are  over,  be  admitted  into  The  Tem- 
ple not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." — ■ 
Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  15. 

Worshipful  Master — Amen. 

Response  by  all  the  Brethren — So  mote  it  be. 

Worshipful  Master — I now  declare  this  lodge,  [Or 
lodge  No. ] duly  opened  on  the  first  de- 
gree of  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  arrange 
the  altar.  [S.  D.  steps  to  the  altar,  opens  Bible  at  133d 
Psalm,  and  lays  square  and  compass  on  it,  both  points 
of  compass  under  the  square.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon  inform 
the  Tyler,  and  direct  him  to  tyle  accordingly.  [J.  D. 
gives  three  raps  on  Tyler's  door;  Tyler  gives  three;  J. 
D.  one  and  Tyler  one ; door  is  opened  and  J.  D.  whispers, 
“The  lodge  is  opened  on  the  first  degree  of  Masonry, 
and  you  are  directed  to  tyle  accordingly;”  then  closes 
the  door  and  turns  to  the  east.] 

Junior  Deacon — The  Tyler  is  informed,  Worshipful, 
and  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

Worshipful  Master — (one  rap,  all  are  seated.) 

[In  a “called,”  or  “special  communication”  for  “work” 
(initiation)  on  first  degree,  the  lodge  now  proceeds  with 
initiation.  See  Chanter  VIII. 1 
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Free  Masonry  Incredible,  Except  That  We  See  It  to  Be.— 
The  Candidate  Absolutely  Ignorant  Prior  to  His  Initiation. — • 
Lodgism  Baalism. 

We  could  not  believe,  had  it  not  been  wrought  out 
before  our  eyes,  that  a system  such  as  this  could  ever 
become  the  world-wide  power  that  it  now  is.  It  is 
not  strange  that  men  should  become  Masons,  because 
they  desire  help  of  one  kind  and  another,  should 
connect  themselves  with  this  order  now,  and  should 
fail  to  see  its  essential  iniquity.  The  candidate  knows 
nothing  about  the  system  except  as  it  is  revealed  to 
him  step  by  step.  Unless  he  is  an  exceptional  man, 
he  does  not  attempt  to  verify  the  statements  which 
are  made  to  him.  When  he  is  told  that  the  first  lodge 
was  held  at  Jerusalem,  and  that  the  two  saints  John 
were  Masons,  if  he  is  fairly  ignorant  he  simply  ac- 
cepts what  is  said  to  him  without  any  effort  to  learn 
whether  it  is  true  or  false.  He  knows  little  or  noth- 
ing about  the  ancient  idolatries.  If  you  were  to  ask 
him  what  sun  worship  was  he  would  ordinarily  say 
that  he  did  not  know,  and  when  he  finds  the  Master 
representing  the  sun  in  the  east,  the  Junior  Warden 
representing  the  sun  in  the  south  and  the  Senior 
Warden  representing  the  sun  in  the  west,  and  when 
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he  finds  these  three  men  controlling  all  his  move- 
ments, and  the  first  of  them  called  worshipful,  he 
simply  takes  it  as  a bit  of  ceremony  and  lets  it  go. 
Whereas  the  fact  is  that  Satan,  the  great  enemy  of 
the  souls  of  men,  is  confusing  his  mind,  hardening  his 
heart  and  preparing  him  for  evil  doing,  from  which 
he  would  now  start  back  in  horror. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Second  or  Fellow  Craft’s  Degree. 

OPENING  CEREMONIES. 

[In  a “called,”  or  “special  communication,”  for 
“work”16  on  the  second  degree,  the  lodge  is  opened  on 
Fiif;  first  degree,  and  the  candidate  examined  in  the 
ritual  of  an  Entered  Apprentice;  the  Entered  Appren- 
tice lodge  is  then  closed  and  a Master  Mason’s  lodge 
opened,  the  candidate  elected,  the  Master  Mason’s  lodge 
closed  and  a Fellow  Craft’s  lodge  opened.  The  prayer 
and  other  opening  ceremonies  are  given  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter.] 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, are  you  sure  that  all  present  are  Fellow  Crafts? 

Senior  Warden — I am  sure,  Worshipful,  that  all 
present  are  Fellow  Crafts.  [Or  if  he  sees  some  present 
who  are  not:]  I am  not  sure,  Worshipful,  that  all  pres- 
ent are  Fellow  Crafts,  but  I will  ascertain  through  my 
proper  officers  and  report.  Brother  Senior  and  Junior 
Deacon,  approach  the  west.  [The  Deacons,  rod  in  hand, 
march  in  front  of  Senior  Warden.] 

Senior  Warden — You  will  communicate  the  pass. 
[The  Junior  Deacon  whispers  Shibboleth  in  the  ear  of 
the  Senior  Deacon,  and  he  the  same  in  the  ear  of  the 
Senior  Warden.] 

Senior  Warden — You  will  now  travel  right  and  left 
through  the  lodge,  collect  the  pass  and  see  that  all  pres- 
ent are  Fellow  Crafts.  [They  proceed  to  collect  the 
pass  each  member  being  obliged  to  rise  and  whisper  the 
pass  in  the  ear  of  the  passing  Deacon.  Should  either 
find  one  unable  to  give  it  he  exclaims : “Confusion, 

Worshipful.”] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  the  cause  of  it? 

Beacon — A brother  without  the  pass. 

Note  15. — “If  the  lodge  is  said  to  have  work,  it  is  understood 
that  one  or  more  degrees  are  to  be  conferred.  The  proper  term  is  : 
‘Work  on  the  first  degree,’  ‘the  second  degree,’  etc.” — Morris’s  Die - 
tionary.  Art.  Work. 
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Worshipful  Master — Can  any  one  vouch  for  the  broth- 
er? [If  a member  vouches  for  him  the  Master  orders 
the  Deacon  to  communicate  the  pass  to  him  and  receive 
it  from  him.  If  he  is  not  vouched  for  he  is  ordered  to 
retire. 

Having  collected  the  pass  the  Deacons  again  march 
in  front  of  the  Senior  Warden  and  communicate  the 
pass  in  the  same  way  as  before,  when  the  Deacons  take 
their  seats  without  any  order  to  do  so.] 

Senior  Warden — I am  now  sure,  Worshipful,  that 
all  present  are  Fellow  Crafts. 

W or  shipful  Master — You  will  then  see  them  come  to 
order  as  such,  reserving  yourself  to  the  last. 

Senior  Warden  (three  raps) — Brethren,  it  is  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  that  you  come  to 
order  as  Fellow  Crafts.  [All  make  the  Fellow  Craft 
sign  and  stand  on  the  Fellow  Craft  step.] 

Senior  Warden  (Making  Fellow  Craft  sign) — In  or- 
der, Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, will  you  be  off  or  from? 

Senior  W arden — F rom. 

Worshipful  Master — From  what  and  to  what?  See 
Appendix,  Note  c.] 

Senior  Warden — From  an  Entered  Apprentice  to  a 
Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Are  you  a Fellow  Craft? 

Senior  Warden — I am;  try  me. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  be  tried? 

Senior  Warden — By  the  square. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  by  the  square?18 

Senior  Warden — Because  it  is  an  emblem  of  moral- 
ity17 and  one  of  the  working-tools  of  my  profession. 
[See  Appendix,  Note  d .] 

Note  16. — “It  is  one  of  the  working-tools  of  a Fellow  Craft  and 
the  distinctive  jewel  of  the  Master  of  a lodge.” — Mackey's  Lexicon, 
Art.  Square. 

Note  17. — “The  Square,  emblematical  of  morality,  is  found  upon 
the  Tracing-board.” — Morris's  Dictionary,  Art.  Plumb,  Square  and 
Level. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  is  a square? 

Senior  Warden — An  angle  of  ninety  degrees,  or  a 
fourth  part  of  a circle. 

Worshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Fellow  Craft? 

Senior  Warden — My  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Fellow 
Craft  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of 
Fellow  Crafts. 

Worshipful  Master — What  number  constitutes  a lodge 
of  Fellow  Crafts? 

Senior  Warden — Five  or  more,  consisting  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  Senior 
and  Junior  Deacons. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Deacon’s  place  in 
the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — On  the  right  of  the  Senior  Warden 
in  the  west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (two  raps,  officers  named  rise)  — 
Brother  Junior  Deacon,  the  Senior  Deacon’s  place  in 
the  lodge? 

Junior  Deacon — On  the  right  of  the  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  the 
Junior  Warden’s  station  in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Deacon — In  the  south,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Warden,  the 
Senior  Warden’s  station  in  the  lodge? 

Junior  Warden — In  the  west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  the 
Worshipful  Master’s  station  in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  east,  Worshipful. 

If or  shipful  Master — Why  in  the  east  and  his  duties 
there?  [See  Appendix,  Note  b.] 
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Senior  Warden — As  the  sun18  rises  in  the  east  to  open 
and  govern  the  day,  so  rises  the  Worshipful  Master  in 
the  east  (Master  rises)  to  open  and  govern  his  lodge, 
set  the  craft  to  work  and  give  them  proper  instructions. 

Worshipful  Master  (three  raps;  all  rise) — Brother 

Senior  Warden,  it  is  my  order  that  this  lodge,  [Or 

lodge  No. ] be  now  opened  on  the  second  degree  of 

Masonry,  for  the  regular  dispatch  of  business;  during 
which  time  all  private  committees,  or  other  irregular 
and  unmasonic  conduct,  tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  same  while  peaceably  engaged  in  the 
lawful  pursuits  of  Masonry,  are  strictly  forbidden,  under 
no  less  a penalty  than  such  as  a majority  of  the 
brethren  present,  acting  under  the  by-laws  of  this  lodge 
may  see  cause  to  inflict.  This  you  will  announce  to  the 
Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  and  he  to  the  brethren 
around  the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and  timely 
notice,  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Junior  Warden,  it  is  the 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  that  this 
lodge  be  now  opened  on  the  second  degree  of  Masonry, 
for  the  regular  dispatch  of  business ; during  which  time 
all  private  committees,  or  other  irregular  and  unmason- 
ic conduct,  tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  same,  while  peaceably  engaged  in  the  lawful  pursuits 
of  Masonry  are  strictly  forbidden,  under  no  less  a pen- 
alty than  such  as  a majority  of  the  brethren  present,  act- 
ing under  the  by-laws  of  this  lodge,  may  see  cause  to  in- 
flict. This  you  will  announce  to  the  brethren  around 
the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and  timely  notice,  may 
govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Junior  Warden — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  as  communicated 
to  me  through  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west ; agree- 
able to  that  order  so  let  it  be  done. 

Note  18. — “It  is  evident  that  the  Sun,  either  as  an  object  of 
worship  or  of  symbolization,  has  always  formed  an  important  part 
of  both  the  mysteries  and  the  system  of  Freemasonry.’’ — Pierson’s 
Traditions  of  Freemasonry,  page  87. 
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Worshipful  Master — Brethren  together  on  the  signs 
for  opening  this  lodge  of  Fellow-Crafts.  [All  make  the 
due  guard19  and  sign  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  (p.  66,) 
and  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  a Fellow  Craft  as  fol 

DUE-GUARD  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Hold  out  right  hand,  palm  down,  height 
of  hips,  and  raise  left  hand  to  point  per- 
pendicularly upward,  forearm  forming  a 
right  angle  with  arm.  [See  cut.] 

[This  refers  to  the  position  the  hands 
were  in  when  taking  the  obligation  of 
this  degree. 

SIGN  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

FeHowUCraftf  Made  from  due-guard,  by  dropping  left 
hand  carelessly  to  side,  while  raising  right 
vjy  hand  to  left  breast,  fingers  a little  crooked; 
then  draw  hand  quickly  to  the  right  across 
the  breast;  then  hand  drops  to  side.  [See 
cut. 

Outside  of  the  lodge  the  usual  way  is  to 
give  the 

SIGN  WITHOUT  DUE-GUARD. 

Draw  right  hand,  fingers  a little  crooked, 
palm  toward  breast,  across  breast  to  right, 
quickly,  and  let  hand  drop  to  side. 

Fellow  craft.  [The  sign  refers  to  the. penalty  of  this  de- 
gree^ left  breast  torn  open,  etc.,  hence  is  termed  the 
“penal  sign.”] 

Worshipful  Master — (two  raps). 

Senior  Warden — (two  raps). 

Junior  Warden — (two  raps). 

Worshipful  Master — I now  declare  this  lodge,  [Or 

Note  19.— “A  Due-guard  is  a portion  of  the  manual  exercises  of 
the  lodge  by  which  we  are  reminded  of  sacred  engagements.  — 
Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Due-guard. 


lows :] 


OPESTING  CEREMONIES. 


75 


* lodge  No.  ] duly  opened  on  the  second 

degree  of  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  arrange 
the  altar.  [Senior  Deacon  opens  the  Bible  at  the  7th 
chapter  of  Amos,  with  the  square  and  compass  on  it, 
one  point  of  the  compass  above  the  square.  See  cut, 
beginning  of  Chapter  XI.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  inform 
the  Tyler.  [Junior  Deacon  informs  the  Tyler,  and  re- 
ports :] 

Junior  Beacon — The  Tyler  is  informed,  Worshipful. 

[In  a "called”  or  "special  communication”  for  "work” 
on  the  second  degree,  the  lodge  now  proceeds  with  in- 
itiation.] 


CHAPTER  VIL 

Third,  or  Master  Mason's  Degree. 

OPENING  CEREMONIES. 

[The  explanatory  note  at  the  beginning  of  the  last 
chapter  is  applicable  to  this.  A large  portion  of  the 
opening  exercises,  given  in  Chapter  V,  are  the  same  as 
are  used  in  opening  on  the  second  and  third  degrees. 

The  third  degree  is  termed  “The  Sublime  Degree  of 
Master  Mason.”20  It  is  also  termed  “The  Summit  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry,”  because  all  the  degrees  above 
the  three  Blue  Lodge  degrees  are  of  modern  origin. 

Not  until  the  candidate  has  received  the  third  degree 
is  he  entitled  to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
lodge ; has  no  vote ; is  not  entitled  to  claim  either  Ma- 
sonic relief21  or  protection,  or  a Masonic  burial,  or  even 
to  join  in  a Masonic  procession.] 

PURGING  THE  LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, are  you  sure  that  all  present  are  Master  Masons  ? 

Senior  Warden — I am  sure.  Worshipful,  that  all 
present  are  Master  Masons.  [Or  if  he  sees  some  present 
who  are  not:]  I am  not  sure,  Worshipful,  that  all  pres- 
ent are  Master  Masons,  hut  I will  ascertain  through  my 
proper  officers  and  report.  Brother  Senior  and  Junior 
Deacons,  approach  the  west.  [The  Deacons,  rod  in  hand, 
march  in  front  of  Senior  Warden.] 

Note  20. — “Initiation  makes  a man  a Mason;  but  he  must  re> 
ceive  the  Master  Mason’s  degree  and  sign  the  by-laws  before  he 
becomes  a member  of  the  lodge.” — Constitution  of  New  York  (See 
Chase’s  Digest,  page  250). 

Note  21. — “None  but  Master  Masons  are  entitled  to  membership, 
Masonic  burial,  or  the  general  charity  fund  of  the  lodge.” — Chase’s 
Digest,  page  251. 
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Senior  Warden — You  will  communicate  the  pass- 
[The  Junior  Deacon  whispers  Tubal  Cain  in  the  ear  of 
the  Senior  Deacon  and  he  the  same  in  the  ear  of  the 
Senior  Warden.] 

Senior^W  arden — You  will  now  travel  right  and  left 
through  the  lodge,  collect  the  pass  and  see  that  all  pres- 
ent are  Master  Masons.  [They  proceed  to  collect  the 
pass  each  member  being  obliged  to  rise  and  whisper  the 
pass  in  the  ear  of  the  passing  Deacon.  Should  either 
find  one  unable  to  give  it,  he  exclaims:  “Confusion, 
Worshipful.”] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  the  cause  of  it? 

Deacon — A brother  without  the  pass. 

Worshipful  Master — Can  any  one  vouch  for  the  broth- 
er? [If  a member  vouches  for  him  the  Master  orders, 
the  Deacon  to  communicate  the  pass  to  him  and  receive 
it  from  him.  If  he  is  not  vouched  for  he  is  ordered  to 
retire. 

Having  collected  the  pass  the  Deacons  again  march 
in  front  of  the  Senior  Warden  and  communicate  the 
pass  in  the  same  way  as  before,  when  the  Deacons  take 
their  seats  without  any  order  to  do  so.] 

Senior  Warden — I am  now  sure,  Worshipful,  that 
all  present  are  Master  Masons. 

W or  shipful  Master — You  will  then  see  them  come  to 
order  as  such,  reserving  yourself  to  the  last. 

Senior  Warden  (three  raps) — Brethren,  it  is  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  that  you  come  to 
order  as  Master  Masons.  [All  make  the  Master  Mason’s 
sign  and  stand  on  the  Master  Mason’s  step.] 

Senior  Warden  (making  Master  Mason’s  sign) — In 
order,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, will  you  be  off  or  from? 

Senior  Warden — From. 

Worshipful  Master — From  what  and  to  what?  [See 
Appendix,  Note  c.\ 
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Senior  Warden — From  a Fellow  Craft  to  a Master 
Mason. 

[The  following,  with  the  two  previous  questions  and 
answers,  forms  a part  of  the  “Lecture”  of  this  degree.] 

Worshipful  Master — Are  you  a Master  Mason? 

Senior  Warden — I am. 

Worshipful  Master — What  induced  you  to  become  a 
Master  Mason? 

Senior  Warden — In  order  that  I might  travel  in 
foreign  countries,  work  and  receive  Master’s  wages,  the 
better  be  enabled  to  support  myself  and  family,  and 
contribute  to  the  relief  of  worthy  destitute  Master  Ma- 
sons, their  widows  and  orphans. 

Worshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Master 
Mason  ? 

Senior  Warden — My  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Master 
Mason  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of 
Masters. 

Worshipful  Master — What  number  constitutes  a 
lodge  of  Masters? 

Senior  Warden — Three22  or  more,  consisting  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Warden’s  station  iu 
the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  south,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (two  raps) — Brother  Junior  War- 
den, the  Senior  Warden’s  station  in  the  lodge? 

Junior  Warden — In  the  west,  Worshipful. 
..Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  the 
Worshipful  Master’s  station  in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  east,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  in  the  east,  and  his  duties 
there?  [See  Appendix,  Note  &.] 

Note  22. — “The  Lodge  of  Master  Masons  is  traditionally  com- 
pleted by  three.  This,  however,  has  no  reference  to  the  working 
details  of  the  lodge  in  which  the  seats  of  all  the  eight  officers  are 
required  to  be  filled.’’ — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Master  Mason. 
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Senior  Warden — As  the  sun  rises  in  the  east  to  open 
and  govern  the  day,  so  rises  the  Worshipful  Master  iu 
the  east  (Worshipful  Master  rises)  to  open  and  govern 
his  lodge,  set  the  craft  to  work,  and  give  them  proper 
instruction. 

Worshipful  Master  (three  raps;  all  rise) — Brother 

Senior  Warden,  it  is  my  order  that  this  lodge,  [Or 

lodge  No. ] be  now  opened  on  the  third  degree  of 

Masonry,  for  the  regular  dispatch  pf  business;  during 
which  time  all  private  committees,  or  other  irregular 
and  unmasonic  conduct,  tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  same,  while  peaceably  engaged  in  the 
lawful  pursuits  of  Masonry  are  strictly  forbidden,  under 
no  less  a penalty  than  such  as  a majority  of  the  breth- 
ren present,  acting  under  the  by-laws  of  this  lodge  may 
see  cause  to  inflict.  This  you  will  announce  to  the 
Junior  Warden  in  the  south  and  he  to  the  brethren 
around  the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and  timely  no- 
tice, may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Junior  Warden,  it  is  the 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  that  this  lodge  be  now 
opened  on  the  third  degree  of  Masonry,  for  the  regular 
dispatch  of  business;  during  which  time  all  private 
committees,  or  other  irregular  and  unmasonic  conduct, 
tending  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  same, 
while  peaceably  engaged  in  the  lawful  pursuits  of 
Masonry  are  strictly  forbidden,  under  no  less  a penalty 
than  such  as  a majority  of  the  brethren  present,  acting 
under  the  by-laws  of  this  lodge,  may  see  cause  to  inflict. 
This  you  will  announce  to  the  brethren  around  the  lodge, 
that  they,  having  due  and  timely  notice,  may  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

Junior  Warden — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  as  communicated 
to  me  through  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west;  agree- 
able to  that  order  so  let  it  be  done. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren  together  on  the  signs 
for  opening  this  lodge  of  Master  Masons.  [All  face  to 
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the  east,  and,  led  by  the  Worshipful  Master,  make  the 
due-guard  and  sign  of  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and 
Fellow  Craft  and  the  due-guard,  sign  and  grand  hailing 
sign  of  a Master  Mason.] 


DUE-GUARD  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Extend  both  hands  in  front  of  the 
body,  height  of  hips,  palms  down, 
thumbs  nearly  touching  each  other. 

[This  refers  to  the  position  of  the 
hands,  when  taking  the  obligation.] 

SIGN  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping 
left  hand  and  drawing  right  hand 
across  the  bowels,  to  the  right,  height 
of  the  hips,  thumb  toward  the  body.  Sign  Mas- 
[This,  termed  the  “penal  sign,”  ter  Mason- 
refers  to  the  penalty.  See  page  255.] 

Outside  the  lodge  the  usual  way  is  to  give  the 
SIGN  WITHOUT  DUE-GUARD. 


Due  Guard 
Master 
Mason. 


Draw  right  hand  across  body  as  just  described. 


Flnt  Foiltion. 


GRAND  HAILING  SIGN  OF  DISTRESS. 


8econd  Position. 


Third  Position# 


All  raise  hands  and  arms  upward  as  shown  in  cut, 
first  position,  then  come  down  to  the  second  position, 
then  third,  and  then  drop  their  hands  to  side. 
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W orshipful  Master — (three  raps.) 

Senior  Warden — (three  raps.) 

Junior  Warden — (three  raps.) 

Worshipful  Master — I now  declare  this  lodge  duly 
opened  on  the  third  degree  of  Masonry. 

W orshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  arrange 
the  altar.  [He  steps  to  the  altar,  opens  the  Bible  at  the 
12th  of  Ecclesiastes,  and  on  it  places  the  square  and 
compass,  both  points  of  the  compass  above  the  square.] 

W orshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  inform 
the  Tyler.  [Order  is  obeyed  when  Junior  Deacon  re- 
ports :] 

Junior  Deacon — The  Tyler  is  informed,  Worshipful, 
and  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

W orshipful  Master — (One  rap,  all  seated.) 

[In  a “called”  or  “special  communication”  for  “work’* 
on  the  third  degree  the  lodge  may  now  proceed  with 
initiation,  but  if  it  is  a “stated”  or  “regular  communi- 
cation” the  minutes  are  read  and  business  transacted 
in  regular  order.] 

ADMISSION  OF  VISITORS. 

“The  right  of  visit  is  one  of  the  positive  rights  of 
every  Mason.” — Mackey's  Jurisprudence , page  206. 

“In  Mississippi,  South  Carolina,  Michigan,  and  a very 
large  majority  of  American  Grand  Lodges,  the  doctrine 
of  the  absolute  right  of  visit  is  inculcated,  while  the 
contrary  opinion  is  maintained  in  Maryland,  California, 
and  perhaps  a few  other  States.” — Mackey's  Jurispru- 
dence, page  205. 

Same  book  and  page : “In  the  jurisdiction  of  Ohio, 
it  is  held  that  every  Mason  in  good  standing  has  a right 
to  visit  lodges  when  at  labor.” 

“By  ceasing  to  be  affiliated  he  loses  his  general  right 
of  visit.” — Mackey's  Jurisprudence,  page  208. 

“The  power  to  reject  the  application  of  a visitor  for 
admission  is  not  a discretionary,  but  a constitutional 
one,  vested  in  the  Master  of  the  lodge.” — Mackey's  Ju- 
risnrudence*  joaae  208* 
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“The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  has  very  wisely  en- 
acted that  no  visitor  shall  be  admitted  unless  it  be 
known  that  his  admission  will  not  disturb  the  harmony 
of  the  lodge  or  embarrass  its  work.” — Mackey’s  Juris- 
prudence, note  page  208. 

“The  earnest  protest  of  a member  is  sufficient  to  ex- 
clude a visitor.” — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence ■,  page  210. 

Each  visitor,  on  approaching  the  door  of  the  lodge, 
hands  the  Tyler  a slip  on  which  is  written  his  name 
and  the  name,  number,  and  location  of  the  lodge  to 
which  he  belongs.  The  Tyler  gives  this  to  the  Junior 
Deacon,  and  he  to  the  Worshipful  Master,  who  appoints 
a committee  of  two  to  examine  him,  provided  he  is  not 
vouched  for  by  some  member  or  members  of  the  lodge 
who  know  him  to  be  a Master  Mason.  The  committee, 
usually  a Past  Master  and  a member,  taking  a Bible 
and  a square  and  compass,  repair  to  the  ante-room, 
where  they,  with  the  visitor  or  visitors,  placing  their 
hands  on  the  Bible,  take  the  following  oath,  which  is 
copied  entire  from  Mackey’s  Jurisprudence: 

TEST  OATH. 

“I,  A.  B.,  do  hereby  and  hereon,  solemnly  and  sin- 
cerely swear,  that  I have  been  regularly  initiated,  passed 
and  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a Master  Mason,  in 
a just  and  legally  constituted  lodge  of  such;  that  I do 
not  now  stand  suspended  or  expelled;  and  know  of  no 
reason  why  I should  not  hold  Masonic  communication 
with  my  brethren.” — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence , p.  21 3. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  committee  join  with  the 
visitors  in  taking  the  oath.  This  a visitor  may  demand. 

“The  visitor,  therefore,  who  desires  admission  into  a 
lodge,  and  who  presents  himself  for  preparatory  exami- 
nation, is  required  to  take  the  following  oath  in  the 
presence  of  the  examining  committee,  each  of  whom  he 
may  likewise  require  to  take  the  same  oath  with  him.” 
— Mackey’s  Jurisprudence , page  212. 

The  senior  member  of  a committee,  usually  a Past 


MASTER  MASON’S  DEGREE. 


83 


Master,  now  proceeds  to  catechize  the  visitors  thor- 
oughly, usually  taking  the  first  section  of  the  lecture  of 
each  degree. 

The  committee,  being  satisfied  that  the  visiting  breth- 
ren are  all  Master  Masons,  return  to  the  lodge  room, 
step  to  the  altar  and  make  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  a 
Master  Mason,  and  report: 

Committee — Worshipful  Master,  your  committee  have 
examined  brother  A.  B.  and  brother  C.  D.,  and  find 
them  Master  Masons. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you 
will  retire  and  introduce  brethren  A.  B.  and  C.  D. 
[Senior  Deacon,  rod  in  hand,  enters  ante-room,  provides 
the  visitors  each  with  a white  apron,  conducts  them  into 
the  lodge  room  in  front  of  the  altar,  and  says :] 

Senior  Deacon — Worshipful  Master,  I have  the  pleas- 
ure of  introducing  to  you  brethren  A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  of 
• lodge  No. . 

Worshipful  Master  (rising;  three  raps,  all  rise) — : 
Brethren  A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  I have  the  pleasure  of  intro- 
ducing to  you  the  officers  and  members  of lodge 

No.  , (together  with  our  visiting  brethren,  he 

adds,  if  there  had  been  other  visitors  previously  admit- 
ted.) Make  yourselves  at  home  while  with  us,  and  visit 
us  again  whenever  convenient. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  all  seated) — The  Senior 
Deacon  conducts  each  visitor  to  a seat,  and  if  not  a Past 
Master  or  of  higher  rank,  he  is  seated  at  the  will  of  that 
officer,  but  a Past  Master  is  entitled  to  a seat  in  the 
east,  to  the  right  of  the  Worshipful  Master. 

“The  Grand  Master  or  his  deputy  hath  authority  and 
right,  not  only  to  be  present  in  any  true  lodge,  but  also 
to  preside  wheresoever  he  is,  with  the  Master  of  the 
lodge  on  his  left  hand.’’ — Note , Mackey's  Jurisprudence , 
page  21- 
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ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  following  is  the  order  of  business  tor  a “stated 
communication/’  and,  as  previously  stated,  all  the  busi- 
ness of  a subordinate  lodge,  except  initiation  in  the  first 
and  second  degrees,  must  be  transacted  in  this  degree. 
Even  the  election  or  rejection  of  candidates  for  the  first 
and  second  degrees  is  by  Master  Masons  only,  and  when 
the  lodge  is  opened  on  the  third  degree.  “Stated  com- 
munications” are  held  once  or  twice  a month,  as  the 
lodge  may  provide  by  its  by-laws.  In  large  towns  the 
same  lodge  room  is  frequently  used  by  several  different 
lodges,  one  lodge  having  the  first  and  third  Monday  of 
each  month,  and  another  the  first  and  third  Tuesday,  etc. 

1.  Reading  minutes. 

2.  Reading  and  referring  petitions. 

3.  Reports  of  committees  on  candidates. 

4.  Balloting  on  candidates. 

5.  Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

6.  Reading  communications. 

* 7.  Unfinished  business. 

8.  New  business. 

9.  Work  (initiation). 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  this  being  a 
stated  communication,  the  first  business  in  order  will  be 
reading  the  minutes  of  our  last  stated  communication. 

[Secretary  then  gives  the  date  and  place  of  that  com- 
munication, names  of  the  officers  and  members  present 
(names  of  visitors  are  in  visitors’  register),  the  petitions 
received  and  the  disposal  of  them,  reports  of  commit- 
tees, the  result  of  balloting  on  candidates,  communica- 
tions received  and  their  disposal,  business  transacted, 
and  lastly^,  “work.”] 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the 

minutes  of  our  stated  communication  of , . 

Are  there  any  amendments?  [Pause.]  If  not,  they  will 
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be  declared  approved  as  read.  [Pause.]  They  are  so 
declared,  brother  Secretary  (one  rap). 

Worshipful  Master — Are  there  any  petitions  on  your 
table.  Brother  Secretary? 

Secretary  (rising) — I have  petitions.  Worship- 
ful, as  follows:  [Secretary  reads  the  petitions]. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the 

petitions  of  ; what  is  your  pleasure  concerning 

them? 

A Member — Worshipful  Master,  I move  that  the  pe- 
titions be  received  and  committees  appointed. 

Worshipful  Master — If  there  are  no  objections  that 
will  be  taken  as  the  sense  of  the  lodge,  and  I will  ap- 
point on  the  petition  of  Mr.  , brothers  A.  B.,  C. 

D.  and  E.  F. ; and  on  the  petition  of  Rev. , brothers 

B.  C.,  D.  E.  and  F.  G. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  are  there  any 
reports  on  your  desk  ? 

Secretary — The  committee  on  the  petition  of  

for  initiation,  consisting  of , have  reported  favora- 

bly. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the 

report  of  committee  on  the  application  of  ; what 

is  your  pleasure  concerning  it? 

A Member — Worshipful  Master,  I move  that  the  re- 
port be  received,  the  committee  discharged,  and  ballot 
ordered. 

Worshipful  Master — If  there  are  no  objections,  that 
will  be  taken  as  the  sense  of  the  lodge. 

Worshipful  Master — Report  of  Standing  Committee  ? 

Secretary — Dr.  , visiting  committee,  reports  — • 

visits  to  brother , and  probability  that  he  will  soon 

recover.  [Report  accepted.] 

Worshipful  Master — Any  balloting  on  your  desk, 
brother  Secretary. 
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Secretary— The  ballot  is  due  on  the  petition  of  A.  B. 
for  initiation/3  and  on  the  application  of  C.  D.  for  ad- 
vancement to  the  third  degree. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  prepare 
the  ballot-box. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  you  are  about  to  cast 

your  ballots  on  the  petition  of  Mr. for  initiation. 

He  comes  recommended  by  brothers  , , and 

. The  committee  consisting  of  brothers  , 

, and , have  all  reported  favorably.  His  age  is 

years ; his  occupation  is , and  his  residence  is 

N o.  , street.  The  white  ball  elects  and  the 

black  rejects;  look  well  to  your  ballots,  and  make  no 
mistake. 


METHODS  OF  BALLOTING. 

Different  lodges  adopt  different  methods  of  balloting, 
the  especial  point  in  all  being  that  no  member  or  officer 
shall  know  how  any  one  else  votes.24  A very  common 
way  is  to  pass  around  a box  having  two  compartments 
in  it,  one  containing  the  black  and  white  ballots  mixed, 
the  other  being  empty  when  the  ballot  is  begun.  The 
box  containing  the  mixed  ballots  has  a sliding  cover, 
and  the  other  an  aperture  large  enough  to  admit  a ball. 
The  Senior  Deacon  hands  the  box  to  the  Worshipful 
Master,  who  examines  it  to  see  that  the  receiving  com- 
partment is  empty,  when  he  selects  a ballot,  deposits  it. 

Note  23. — “Qualifications  of  Candidates.  The  prerequisite 
qualifications  of  Candidates  for  admission  into  the  mysteries  of 
Freemasonry  are  of  three  kinds — mental,  moral  and  physical. 
The  mental  qualifications  are,  that  the  candidate  shall  be  a man 
of  sane  mind  * * * competent  to  understand  the  obligations, 

to  comprehend  the  instructions.  * * * The  mental  qualifica- 

tions refer  to  the  •security  of  the  order.  The  moral  qualifications 
are,  that  he  shall  be  no  ‘irreligious  libertine,’  but  an  obeyer  of  the 
Moral  law.  The  moral  qualifications  refer  to  the  respectability  of 
the  order.  The  physical  qualifications  are,  that  the  candidate  shall 
be  twenty-one  years  old  or  more,  free  born  and  no  bondsman,  of 
able  body,  and  ‘of  limbs  whole  as  a man  ought  to  be.’  ” — Mackey’s 
Lexicon,  Art.  Qualifications  of  Candidates. 

Note  24. — “Three  things  are  to  be  observed  in  the  consideration 
of  this  subject.  1st.  The  ballot  must  be  unanimous.  2d  It  must 
be  independent.  3d.  It  must  be  secret.’’ — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence, 
page  138. 
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and  the  Senior  Deacon  proceeds  around  the  room  by 
way  of  the  south  to  the  west,  because,  in  the  words  of 
Mackey,  “The  usage  of  Masonic  circumambulation  is 
to  be  observed.”  According  to  this  author  [ Mackey’s 
Lexicon , Art.  Ballot ] the  better  way  is  to  place  this  bal- 
lot-box on  the  altar,  after  first  the  Junior  and  Senior 
Wardens,  and  lastly  the  Worshipful  Master  have  ex- 
amined it,  to  see  that  the  receiving  compartment  is 
empty,  when  the  roll  of  officers  and  members  is  called, 
and  each  as  called  steps  to  the  altar,  makes  the  due- 
guard  and  sign,  and  then  selects  and  deposits  his  ballot. 

Worshipful  Master — Have  all  the  brethren  voted  ? 
If  so,  I declare  the  ballot  closed. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
display  the  ballot  for  inspection.  [Senior  Deacon  takes 
the  ballot-box  to  Junior  Warden,  then  to  Senior  War- 
den, and  lastly  to  the  Worshipful  Master.] 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  before  examining  box)  — 
Brother  Junior  Warden,  how  do  you  find  the  ballot  in 
the  south  ? 

Junior  Warden  (if  all  are  white  balls) — Clear  in  the 
south,  Worshipful.  [If  there  is  one  or  more  black  balls, 
he  says:  Foul,  etc.] 

Worshipful  Master — And  how  in  the  west,  brother 
Senior  Warden? 

Senior  Warden — Clear  in  the  west,  Worshipful  (if  it 
is  so). 

Worshipful  Master  (examining  ballot-box) — And 

clear  in  the  east.  I therefore  declare duly  elected 

to  receive  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree,  as  conferred 
in  this  lodge. 

One  black  bail  rejects  a candidate,25  but  if  but  one  is 
found  a second  ballot  is  taken,  so  as  to  give  opportunity 

Note  25. — “Not  only  has  the  brother  the  right  to  a Secret  Bal- 
lot. but  no  one  has  a right  to  inquire  how  he  balloted.”- — Chase’s 
Digest  of  Masonic  Law,  page  288. 
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for  change  of  the  one  ballot,  and  at  least  render  it  cer- 
tain that  a black  ball  was  not  pnt  in  by  mistake.  See 
Mackey's  Lexicon , Art.  Ballot. 

The  same  routine  is  immediately  repeated  if  there  is 
another  candidate,  or  application  for  advancement. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  are  there  any 
communications  on  your  table  ? 

[Secretary  reads  communications  from  various  neigh- 
boring lodges,  giving  the  names  of  those  who  have  ap- 
plied for  initiation  or  affiliation  and  a list  of  rejected 
applicants  since  the  last  stated  communication.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the 
communications ; what  is  your  pleasure  concerning 
them?  [Pause.]  If  there  are  no  objections  they  will 
be  received  and  placed  on  file  and  the  rejections  entered 
on  the  black  list. 

W orsliipful  Master — Unfinished  business. 

Secretary — There  is  none,  Worshipful. 

Worshiful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  is  there  any 
new  business? 

Secretary — Bills  have  been  presented  by  Mr. for 

rent  of  hall,  $ ; and  for  Tyler’s  services,  $ . 

A Member — I move  that  these  bills  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Worshipful  Master — If  there  are  no  objections  that 
will  be  taken  as  the  sense  of  the  lodge. 

Worshipful  Master — Work  is  next  in  order. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  my 
order,  etc.  [See  next  chapter.] 


ANALYSIS  OF  OPENING  CEREMONIES. 

SECOND  AND  THIRD  DEGREES. 

Return  of  the  Lodge  to  Power — Kills  Laws  Without  Repealing 
Them — All  Profane  Outside  the  Lodge — Secrets  Within  Se- 
crets— Incessant  Appeals  to  Terror — Disarms  Caution  by  Friv- 
olity— Leaves  Its  Sediment  in  the  Soul — Is  the  Flood  from  the 
Dragon’s  Mouth. 

As  we  have  already  said  on  page  32,  in  the  brief  space 
of  six  or  eight  years,  from  1826  to  1832-4,  two  thousand 
Masonic  lodges  fell  into  popular  contempt.  Of  these, 
fifteen  hundred  went  down,  and  of  fifty  or  sixty  thousand 
Masons,  some  forty-five  thousand  left  their  lodges  for- 
ever. The  system  has  arisen  in  silence,  and  returned  to 
power  without  noise.  It  has  trebled  or  quadrupled  the 
number  of  its  lodges,  and  multiplied  its  members  ten- 
fold. It  has  conquered  reason  without  argument,  and 
monopolized  office  without  a party.  It  has  formed  no 
parties  of  its  own,  for  its  purpose  is  to  control  all  par- 
ties; and  it  has  thus  been  enabled  to  set  aside  the  laws 
enacted  for  its  suppression,  without  even  asking  their 
repeal.  It  has  left  them  dead  on  the  statute  book;  and 
like  the  upas  tree  of  Malay,  it  now  covers  the  soil  of  the 
United  States  with  its  shoots,  and  darkens  both  religion 
and  politics  with  its  shadows. 

If  the  considerate  reader  will  pause  and  ponder  the 
three  lodge  openings  here  accurately  given,  he  will  be 
able  at  least  to  begin  the  solution  of  the  questions  per- 
petually recurring,  What  is  Freemasonry,  and  where  is 
“the  hiding  of  its  power  ?”  For  a system  of  such  fear- 
ful energy  must  be  self-consistent,  and  contain,  in  its 
opening,  the  key-note  of  its  tune. 

The  careful  reader  of  these  openings  has  noticed  that 
the  Masonic  building  is  considered  a temple,  and  the 
Master  Mason's  lodge-room  “the  holy  of  holies The 
first  prayer  proclaims  that  they  are  met  in  the  name  of 
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their  god,  and  desire  to  do  all  in  his  name  that  they  do 
while  together.  He  has  further  noticed,  that  all  un- 
initiated people,  however  worthy,  are,  in  lodge  lan- 
guage, “profane,”  which  means,  outside  of  their  tem- 
ple; that  the  Bible,  or  some  book  deemed  holy,  lies  on 
an  altar  in  their  midst;  and  that  four  of  their  officers’ 
names,  viz : Wardens  and  Deacons,  are  taken  from  a 
modern  church,  centuries  since  Solomon ; that  the 
Senior  Warden  says  he  came  “from  a lodge  of  the  holy 
Saints  John  at  Jerusalem”  (which  lodge  never  had  any 
existence)  ; and  the  prayer  asks  admission  for  lodge  men 
to  the  temple  “eternal  in  the  heavens,”  as  a result  of 
their  “discordant  passions”  being  subdued  by  “the  sub- 
lime principles  of  Freemasonry.”  Thus,  before  the 
candidate  enters  the  lodge  “in  the  name  of  the  Lord,” 
and  before  he  declares  his  trust  to  be  “in  God,”  the 
opening  ceremonies  declare  Freemasonry  to  be  a system 
of  religion , invented  by  men,  and  so  anti-Christ. 

The  reader  will  also  observe,  in  the  openings,  a careful 
exclusion  of  Christ,  the  only  Mediator  and  “Way”  of 
access  for  a human  being  to  his  God.  He  will  observe, 
too,  the  studied,  systematic  and  persevering  conceal- 
ment, practiced  in  the  lodge;  excluding  even  brethren 
of  a lower  degree,  which  is  against  Christ’s  example, 
who  taught  nothing  in  secret,  (John  18  :20)  and  against 
his  precept  (Matt.  10:27);  and  as  every  heathen  god 
and  shrine  had  its  secret  instruction,  while  Christ  had 
none,  the  openings  declare  Masonry  to  be  heathen,  and 
not  Christian. 

Notice,  too,  the  incessant  appeals  to  terror  from  the 
first  act  to  the  last.  No  brother  can  leave  the  lodge,  or 
go  to  the  door  on  an  errand  and  return,  without  twice 
going  to  the  altar  and  making  his  sign,  which  is  a repe- 
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tition  of  his  consent  to  have  his  “throat  cut,”  his  “left 
breast  torn  open,”  or  his  “body  cut  asunder”  through 
his  bowels,  the  philosophy  of  which  is  this:  As  the 

lodge  is  to  divorce  men  from  God  and  goodness  and  ally 
them  to  Satan,  in  whose  realm  there  is  no  motive  but 
terror  to  bind  men  ({.  e.  no  moral  obligation),  the  lodge 
supplies  and  perpetually  appeals  to  that  motive.  Thus 
the  propellant  underlying  motive  which  keeps  the  lodge 
together,  and  supports  its  economy,  is  a heathen  and 
not  a Christian  motive,  which  is  not  terror,  but  love. 
By  this,  too,  the  openings  proclaim  the  lodge  to  be 
heathenism,  simple  and  pure. 

Finally,  as  thieves,  burglars,  pickpockets,  seducers, 
and  murderers,  practice  tricks  and  inventions  to  disarm 
caution  and  put  their  victims  off  their  guard;  and  as 
Satan’s  object  and  end  are  morally  the  same  with  those 
of  other  liars  and  murders;  his  methods  are  the  same. 
Hence  the  multitude  of  stupid  and  meaningless  ceremon- 
ies which  make  up  the  routine  of  all  false  religions,  these 
lodge  openings  included.  These  answer  three  main 
ends,  viz:  1st,  They  disarm  caution  and  suspicion  by 
giving  the  appearance  of  harmless  frivolity  and  super- 
stition. 2d,  They  put  the  minds  of  the  victims  in  an 
attitude  of  receptivity  for  spirit  influence;  and  3d, 
They  put  the  victims  off  their  guard  and  keep  them 
busy  while  their  natures  are  defiled  by  the  mesmerism 
of  Satan;  their  consciences  debauched;  their  minds 
slowly  blinded,  and  their  hearts  gradually  hardened  and 
sealed  to  Satan.  See  2 Cor.  4 :4 : “In  whom  the  god  of 
this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  be- 
lieve not”  (that  is,  by  idolatry)  ; and  also  Rom.  1:21; 
“Their  foolish  heart  was  darkened,”  by  the  same  means, 
viz:  idolatrous  worships,  as  above.  In  every  act  of 
idolatrous  worship  there  is  the  touch  of  a moral  torpedo. 
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Thus,  not  dimly  or  doubtfully,  but  obviously  and 
plainly,  these  opening  ceremonies,  being  spiritual  or 
soul  prostitution,  like  literal  harlotry,  their  scriptural 
emblem  and  type,  are  a way  to  hell,  leading  to  the 
chambers  of  death  (Prov.  7:27).  And  the  whole  his- 
tory of  idolatry  shows  that  these  acts  of  spurious  wor- 
ship create  a craving,  and  leave  a benumbing  and  fatal 
sediment  in  the  soul  which  nothing  but  the  blood  of 
Christ  can  wash  out. 

And  this  craving  causes  that  “penchant  for  more 
degrees,”  lamented  by  older  and  more  rational 
Masons,  as  C.  Moore,  Esq.,  in  the  Voice  of  Masonry, 
February,  1879,  Art.  “Parasite  Degrees.”  Hence, 
also  the  almost  literal  fulfillment  of  the  symbolic  flood 
which  the  Dragon  casts  out  of  his  mouth  in  the  deluge, 
of  new  secret  orders  now  infesting  Christendom,  to 
drown  the  sun-clothed,  star-crowned  woman,  who  is 
the  symbol  of  the  Christian  religion.  (Rev.  12:15.) 


The  words  above  written  by  President  Jonathan  Blanchard 
are  confirmed  by  the  observation  of  every  thoughtful  man  who 
studies  secret  societies  in  modern  cities  and  towns.  New  orders 
are  continually  invented  because  men  are  wearied  of  the  tread- 
mill rituals  of  those  already  in  existence.  They  find  that  the 
promises  of  light  and  help  are  not  fulfilled.  They  do  not  obtain 
any  soul  satisfaction  from  the  Christless  religion  forms  which 
they  are  required  to  practice.  Under  these  conditions  some  lodge 
promoter  comes  into  town,  agrees  to  take  in  the  first  15  or  20 
men  or  women  without  charge  and  without  initiation,  gets  them 
to  recommend  the  new  order  to  their  friends,  and  thus  a new 
man-degrading,  God-dishonoring,  Christ-rejecting*  religion  is 
started.  After  a little  time  this,  too,  becomes  wearisome,  and 
then  some  new  lodge  promoter  in  like  manner  starts  another. 
I knew  one  of  these  men  to  go  into  a Western  Kansas  town  in 
time  of  drouth,  and  after  a few  days  work  take  out  of  that  town 
$500  from  the  foolish  people  who  joined  the  new  lodge. 
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initiation. 
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[The  Worshipful  Master 
continues  as  begun  in  the 
last  unfinished  paragraph  of 
previous  chapter.] 


REDUCING  THE  LODGE  FROM 
THIRD  TO  FIRST  DEGREE. 


of  compass  below  the  square.  ^th  labor  Qn  the  third  de_ 

gree  and  resume  on  the  first  for  work;  this  you  will 
communicate  to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  and 
he  to  the  brethren,  that  all  having  due  notice  thereof 
may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Senior  Warden  (one  rap) — Brother  Junior  Warden, 
it  is  the  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  that  we  now 
dispense  with  labor  on  the  third  degree  and  resume  on 
the  first  for  work;  this  you  will  communicate  to  the 
brethren,  that  all  having  due  notice  may  govern  them- 
selves accordingly. 

Junior  Warden  (three  raps,  all  rise) — -Brethren,  it  is 
the  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  communicated  to 

Note  26. — “The  Lodge  is,  then,  at  the  time  of  the  reception  of 
an  Entered  Apprentice,  a symbol  of  the  world,  and  the  initiation  is 
a type  of  the  new  life  upon  which  the  candidate  is  about  to  ea- 
ter.”— Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  22. 


94 


ENTERED  APPRENTICE’S  DEGREE. 


me  by  way  of  the  west,  that  we  now  dispense  with  labor  - 
on  the  third  degree  and  resume  on  the  first  for  work. 

Worshipful  Master — Together,  brethren.  [All  join 
in  giving  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice, as  shown  on  page  66.] 

Junior  Warden — (one  rap). 

Senior  Warden — (one  rap). 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — I now  declare  this 
lodge  opened  on  the  first  degree  of  Masonry  for  work87 
(one  rap,  all  seated). 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  you 
will  inform  the  Tyler.  [He  informs  the  Tyler  in  the 
usual  way.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  attend 
to  the  altar.  [The  Senior  Deacon  arranges  the  altar; 
both  points  of  compass  below  square,  both  resting  on 
Bible  opened  at  the  133d  Psalm.  See  cut  at  head  of 
this  chapter.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
retire  and  ascertain  what  work  there  is  in  waiting.  [The 
Senior  Deacon,  rod  in  hand,  steps  to  the  altar,  makes 
the  sign  of  an  Entered  Apprentice,  then  enters  the 
ante-room,  where  he  finds  a candidate  waiting,  and  then 
returns  to  the  altar  again,  makes  the  sign,  and  reports :] 

Senior  Deacon — Worshipful  Master,  I find in 

waiting  to  receive  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree. 

Worshipful  Master  (rising) — Brethren, is  in 

waiting  to  receive  the  first  degree  in  Freemasonry;  he 
has  been  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  and  if  there  are 

Note  27. — “Work.  This  word  in  Masonry  has  a technical  mean- 
ing, implying  in  a restricted  sense  the  conferring  of  degrees.” — 
Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Work. 
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no  objections  we  shall  proceed  to  confer  the  degree  upon 
him  (pauses  to  see  if  there  is  any  objection).  There 
being  none  it  is  so  ordered.28 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  you  will  re- 
tire and  propound  the  constitutional  questions,  and  col- 
lect the  usual  fee. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Stewards,  you  will  re- 
tire, prepare  and  present  — for  the  first  degree  in 

Masonry  in  due  form.  [The  Secretary  and  Stewards 
step  to  the  altar,  make  the  sign  of  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice in  concert,  and  enter  the  preparation  room. 

The  candidate  is  taken  from  the  ante-room  to  the 
preparation  room,  where,  in  presence  of  the  officers 
named,  he  is  asked  the  following  questions,  the  first, 
second  and  third  of  which  are  copied  from  Mackey  s 
Masonic  Ritualist , page  21,  and  may  be  found  in  sub- 
stance in  most  or  all  Masonic  Monitors.] 

QUESTIONS  TO  CANDIDATE. 

Secretary — “Do  you  seriously  declare,  upon  your 
honor,  that,  unbiased  by  the  improper  solicitation  of 
friends,  and  uninfluenced  by  mercenary  motives,29  you 

Note  28. — “There  he  stands  without  our  portals,  on  the  threshold 
of  this  new  Masonic  life,  in  darkness,  helplessness  and  ignorance. 
Having  been  wandering  amid  the  errors  and  covered  over  with  the 
pollutions  of  the  outer  and  profane  world,  he  comes  inquiringly  to 
our  doors  seeking  the  new  birth  and  asking  a withdrawal  of  the  veil 
which  conceals  divine  truth  from  his  uninitiated  sight.  * * * There 
is  to  be  not  simply  a change  for  the  future,  but  also  an  extinction 
of  the  past ; for  initiation  is  as  it  were  a death  to  the  world  and  a 
resurrection  to  a new  life.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  pages  22-23. 


Note  29. — “The  applicant  for  Masonic  light  is  required  to  declare 
even  before  he  enters’the  lodge-room  that  in  his  application  he  is 
prompted  not  by  mercenary  motives,  but  simply  by  the  desire  of 
knowledge  and  the  sincere  wish  to  be  serviceable  to  his  fellow 
U»en.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Advantages. 
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freely  and  voluntarily  offer  yourself  a candidate  for  the 
mysteries  of  Masonry?” 

“i  dor 

“Do  you  seriously  declare,  upon  your  honor,  that  you 
are  prompted  to  solicit  the  privileges  of  Masonry  by  a 
favorable  opinion  conceived  of  the  institution,  and  a 
desire  for  knowledge?” 

"i  dor 

“Do  you  seriously  declare,  upon  your  honor,  that  you 
will  cheerfully  conform  to  all  the  ancient  usages  and 
established  customs  of  the  fraternity?” 

“i  dor 

Secretary — Do  you  believe  in  a Supreme  Being,  the 
Creator  and  Governor  of  the  universe? 

Candidate — I do. 

Secretary — Have  you  at  any  time  applied  to  a lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  for  initiation? 

Candidate — I have  not. 

Secretary  (having  returned  to  lodge  room,  stepped  to 
the  altar  and  made  the  sign) — Worshipful  Master,  the 
constitutional  questions  have  been  satisfactorily  an- 
swered; the  first  four  being  answered  in  the  affirmative 
and  the  fifth  in  the  negative,  and  the  usual  fee  has  been 
collected. 

PREPARATION  OF  CANDIDATE,  FIRST  DEGREE. 

The  questions  to  the  candidate  having  been  an- 
swered satisfactorily,  the  Stewards  then  proceed  to 
“prepare”30  him  for  initiation,  by  taking  off  every- 

Note  30. — “Preparation.  There  is  much  analogy  between  the 
preparation  of  the  candidate  in  Masonry  and  the  preparation  for 
entering  the  Temple  as  practiced  among  the  ancient  Israelites.  The 
Talmudical  treatise  entitled  ‘Beracoth’  prescribes  the  regulations  in 
these  words  : ‘No  man  shall  enter  into  the  Lord’s  house  with  his 
staff  [an  offensive  weapon],  nor  with  his  outer  garment,  nor  with 
his  shoes  on  his  feet,  nor  with  money  in  his  purse.’  ” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  42,  Art.  Preparation. 
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thing  but  his  shirt,  and  if  this  does  not  open  in  front 


Candidate  duly  and 
truly  prepared.  En- 
tered Apprentice 
Degree. 


it  is  turned  around,  front  side  back,  and 
the  buttons  and  studs  removed.  He  is 
provided  with  a pair  of  drawers  (he 
cannot  keep  on  his  own),  and  the  left 
leg  of  these  is  rolled  up  above  the  knee. 
The  left  arm  is  slipped  out  of  the  sleeve 
and  the  left  side  of  his  shirt  is*  tucked 
in ; so  that  the  left  leg,  left  foot,  31  left 
arm  and  left  breast  are  bare.  A slipper 
is  put  on  his  right  foot,  a hoodwink32 
over  his  eyes,  and  a small  rope  called  a 
cable-tow33  is  put  once  around  his  neck. 
[See  cut.] 


The  Senior  Steward  now  conducts  him  to  the  lodge- 
room  door,  and,  having  told  him  to  close  his  right  hand, 
takes  that  hand  and  with  it  raps  on  the  door  three  time.? 
distinctly. 

Senior  Warden  (rising) — Worshipful,  while  peace- 
ably engaged  in  the  lawful  pursuits  of  Masonry  there  is 
an  alarm  at  the  inner  door. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
hail  the  alarm.  [Senior  Deacon  goes  to  the  door.] 

Senior  Deacon  (gives  three  loud  knocks,  when  he 
opens  the  door) — Who  comes  here? 


Note  31. — “In  nearly  all  the  systems  of  Masonry,  the  act  of  uncov- 
ering one  or  more  of  the  feet  constitutes  a part  of  the  rite.” — Morris's 
Victionary,  Art.  Discalceation. 

Note  32. — “The  material  darkness  which  is  produced  by  [the  hood- 
wink] is  an  emblem  of  the  darkness  of  his  soul.  He  is  deprived  of 
everything  that  has  a value,  and  wherewith  he  could  purchase  food, 
to  indicate  his  utter  destitution  of  the  mental  wealth  of  primitive 
truth.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  Subject  Entered  Apprentice,  page  39. 

Note  33. — “The  cable-tow  is  emblematic  of  the  cord  or  band  of 
affection  which  should  unite  the  whole  fraternity,  as  in  Hosea  xi.  4. 
‘I  drew  them  with  cords  of  a man,  with  bands  of  love.’  But  there 
is  another  and  not  figurative  use  of  this  implement  with  which 
Masons  are  well  acquainted.”— Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Cable-Tow. 
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[In  some  lodges  the  Junior  Deacon  prepares  and  rG 
gponds  for  the  candidate  at  the  preparation  room  door/] 

Steward— Mr.  — — — , who  has  long  been  in  darkness, 
and  now  seeks  to  be  brought  to  light,  and  receive  a part 
in  the  rights  and  benefits34  of  this  worshipful  lodge, 
erected  to  God,  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  Saint  Johns,  as 
all  brothers  and  fellows  have  done  before. 

Senior  Deacon — Mr.  , is  this  of  your  own  free 

will  and  accord?35 

Candidate — It  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Brother  Steward,  is  the  candidate 
worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  duly  and  truly36  prepared  ? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  of  lawful  age  and  properly 
vouched  for? 

Steward — He  is. 

| In  some  lodges  the  Master  here  asks,  “Who  vouches 
for  this?”  (or  him?)  Ans.  A brother.] 

Senior  Deacon - — By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

Steward — By  being  a man,  free  born,  of  good  report, 
and  well  recommended. 

Note  34.— “The  allurements  to  unite  with  the  Masonic  fraternity 
partake  of  the  nature  of  personal  advantages.  It  were  folly  to 
deny  that  while  the  applicant  is  willing  to  impart  good  to  his  fel- 
lows, he  expects  equally  to  receive  good.  * * * The  prime  advan- 
tages derived  from  a connection  with  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  may  pe 
summed  up  under  three  heads,  viz.:  Relief  in  distress;  counsel  in 

difficulty;  protection  in  danger.’’ — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Ad- 
vantages. 

' Note  35.— “Another  important  moral  qualification,  is  that  the 
candidate  must  come  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord.’’  Mackey  s 
Lexicon,  Art.  Qualifications  of  Candidates. 

Note  36.— DULY  AND  TRULY.-  *n  expression  much  used  in  Blue 
Wasonrv. — Morris’s  Dictior  ..ry.  Art.  Duly  and  Truly. 
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Senior  Deacon — It  is  well.  Mr. you  will  wait 

with  patience  until  the  Worshipful  Master  is  informed 
of  your  request  and  his  answer  returned. 

[ Senior  Deacon  closes  the  door,  advances  to  the  altar, 
gives  a loud  rap  on  the  floor  with  his  rod,  and  re>  ^ts:] 

Senior  Deacon — Worshipful  Master,  the  alarm37  is 

caused  by  Mr. , who  has  long  been  in  darkness, 

and  now  seeks  to  be  brought  to  light,  and  receive  a part 
in  the  rights  and  benefits  of  this  worshipful  lodge, 
erected  to  God,  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  Saint  Johns,38 
as  all  brothers  and  fellows  have  done  before. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  this 
of  his  own  free  will  and  accord  ? 

Senior  Deacon — It  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  the  candidate  worthy  and  well 
qualified  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  of  lawful  age  and  properly 
vouched39  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

[In  some  lodges  the  Master  here  asks,  “Who  vouches 
for  this?”  (or  him?)  Ans.  A brother.] 

Worshipful  Master — By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

Note  37. — “The  signal  announcing  an  approach  either  at  the  door 
of  the  Tyler’s  apartment  or  of  the  preparation  room  is  called  an 
Alarm;  in  the  former  case  it  is  answered  by  the  Junior  Deacon,  in 
the  latter  case  by  the  Senior  Deacon.  The  manner  of  alarm  is  uni- 
form in  all  the  degrees  of  the  Symbolic  Lodges.” — Morris’s  Diction- 
ary, Art.  Alarm. 

Note  38. — “Christian  lodges  are  generally  dedicated  to  Saint  John 
the  Baptist  and  Saint  John  the  Evangelist.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art. 
Dedication. 

Note  39. — “No  Candidate  unless  thus  properly  vouched  for  can  bo 
suffered  to  enter  upon  the  ceremonies  of  initiation.”— Mackey’s  Lexi* 
con.  Art.  Vouching. 
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Senior  Deacon — By  being  a man,  free  born,  of  good, 
report,  and  well  recommended.40 

Worshipful  Master. — It  is  well.  And  since  the  can- 
didate comes  endowed  with  all  these  necessary  qualifica- 
tions, you  will  let  him  enter  this  lodge  and  be  re- 

ceived in  due  form.  [Senior  Deacon  returns  to  prep- 
aration room  door  and  opens  it.J 

Senior  Deacon — Mr. , it  is  the  order  of  the 

Worshipful  Master  that  you  enter  this  lodge  and  be  re- 
ceived in  due  form.  [Steward  conducts  candidate  inside 
the  lodge  room  a few  feet,  and  stops.] 

RITE  OP  INDUCTION,  OR  SHOCK  OF  ENTRANCE.41 

Senior  Deacon — Mr. , upon  your  entering  this 

lodge  of  Masons  for  the  first  time,  you  are  received 

upon  the  point  of  a sharp  instrument,  piercing  your 
naked  left  breast  (presses  one  point  of  compass  against 
the  candidate’s  bare  left  breast),  which  is  to  teach  you 
that  as  this  is  an  instrument  of  torture42  to  the  flesh,  so 
may  the  recollection  of  it  be  to  your  conscience,  should 
you  ever  presume  to  reveal  any  of  the  secrets  of  Free- 
masonry unlawfully.  [Senior  Deacon  hands  compass  to 
a Steward  and  conducts  the  candidate  towards  the  cen- 
ter of  the  room.] 

Note  40. — "The  letter  of  every  applicant  for  Initiation  must  be 
recommended  by  at  least  one  well-known  brother." — Mackey’s  Lexi- 
con, Art.  Recommendation 

Note  41.— "THE  SHOCK  OF  ENTRANCE  is  then  the  Symbol  of 
the  disruption  of  the  candidate  from  the  ties  of  the  world,  and  his 
introduction  into  the  life  of  Masonry.  It  is  the  symbol  of  the 
agonies  of  the  first  death  and  of  the  throes  of  the  new  birth.”- 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  24. 

Note  42. — "The  probation  of  a candidate  in  ancient  times  embraced 
many  important  particulars:  but  principally  his  fortitude  and  con- 

stancy were  severely  tried." — Pierson’s  Traditions,  page  31. 

“An  appropriate  definition  of  Fortitude  is  introduced  into  the 
Lecture  of  Entered  Apprentice,  where  it  is  applied  symbolically  to 
the  breast  as  one  of  the  perfect  points  of  entrance,  and  thus  enforced 
upon  the  mind  in  a highly  instructive  manner." — Morris’s  Dictionary, 
Art.  Fortitude. 
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Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
cause  the  candidate  to  kneel  and  attend  a prayer. 

Senior  Deacon  (making  the  sign) — In  order,  Wor- 
shipful. 

Worshipful  Master — (three  raps,  all  rise;  Master  re- 
moves his  hat). 

INITIATORY  PRAYER  BY  WORSHIPFUL  MASTER. 

“Vouchsafe  thine  aid,  Almighty  Father  of  the  uni- 
verse, to  this  our  present  convention,  and  grant  that 
this  candidate  for  Masonry  may  dedicate  and  devote  his 
life  to  thy  service,  and  become  a true  and  faithful  broth- 
er among  us.  Endue  him  with  a competency  of  thy 
divine  wisdom,  that  by  the  secrets  of  our  art  he  may  be 
better  enabled  to  display  the  beauties  of  godliness  to 
the  honor  of  thy  holy  name.  Amen.” — Mackey's  Ritu- 
al is t,  page  25;  Mackey's  Manual , page  22. 

Brethren — So  mote  it  be. 

Worshipful  Master  (resuming  his  hat,  stepping  up  to 

candidate  and  placing  his  hand  on  his  head) — Mr. , 

in  whom  do  you  put  your  trust  ? 

Candidate — In  God. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  trust  being  in  God,  your 
faith  is  well  founded.  Arise  [takes  his  right  hand  and 
assists  him]  follow  your  conductor  and  fear  no  danger. 
[Worshipful  Master  resumes  his  seat.] 

RITE  OF  CIRCUMAMBULATION. 

The  Senior  Deacon  takes  candidate  by  right  arm  and 
conducts  him  slowly  around  the  room,  following  the 
course  of  the  sun,43  first  passing  the  Worshipful  Mas- 

Note  43.— “The  lodge  represents  the  world;  the  three  principal 
officers  represent  the  sun  in  his  three  principal  positions;  at  rising, 
at  meridian,  and  at  setting.  The  circumambulation,  therefore,  al- 
ludes to  the  apparent  course  of  the  solar  orb,  through  these  points, 
around  the  world.  This  is  with  us  its  astronomical  symbolism. 
Rut  its  intellectual  symbolism  is  that  the  circumambulation,  and 
the  obstructions  at  various  points,  refer  to  the  labors  and  difficulties 
of  the  student  in  his  progress  from  intellectual  darkness  or  ignorance 
to  intellectual  light  or  Truth,’’— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  27;  Mackey’l 
Manual,  page  24. 
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ter’s  station,  and  then  to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the 
south,  who  gives  one  loud  rap,  then  to  the  Senior  War- 
den in  the  west,  who  gives  a loud  rap,  then  past  the 
station  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  who  gives  a loud 
rap,  then  to  the  Junior  Warden’s  station  again.  As  the 
first  rap  is  given  by  the  Junior  Warden  the  Worshipful 
Master  begins  to  read  the  133d  Psalm,  as  follows: 

SCRIPTURE  READING. 

“Behold,  how  good,  and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  breth- 
ren to  dwell  together  in  unity ! It  is  like  the  precious 
oiniment  upon  the  head,  that  ran  down  upon  the  beard, 
even  Aaron’s  beard,  that  went  down  to  the  skirts  of  his 
garments;  as  the  dew  of  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that 
descended  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion;  for  there  the 
Lord  commanded  the  blessing,  even  life  for  evermore.” 
• — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  27. 

[The  reading  is  timed  so  accurately  that  the  Psalm  is 
completed  just  as  the  candidate  and  his  conductor  finish 
the  circuit  of  the  lodge  and  arrive  at  the  Junior  War- 
den’s station  in  the  south.] 

Senior  Deacon — (one  loud  rap  on  the  floor  with  his 
rod) 

Junior  Warden — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Mr.  , who  has  long  been  in 

darkness,  and  now  seeks  to  be  brought  to  light,  and 
receive  a part  in  the  rights  and  benefits  of  this  wor- 
shipful lodge,  erected  to  God  and  dedicated  to  the  holy 
Saint  Johns,  as  all  brothers44  and  fellows  have  done 
before. 

Note  44. — “In  Masonic  documents  dating  back  to  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  following  pathetic  injunction  is  found:  ‘You  shall  call 

each  other  brother  or  fellow.’  ” — Morris’s  Dictionar  j,  Art.  Brother. 
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Junior  Warden — Mr. , is  this  of  your  own  free 

will  and  accord? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Junior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the  can- 
didate worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Junior  Warden — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Junior  Warden — Is  he  of  lawful  age  and  properly 
vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

[In  some  lodges  the  Master  here  asks,  “Who  vouches 
for  this?  (or  him?)  Ans.  A brother.] 

Junior  Warden — By  what  further  right  01  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor? 

Senior  Deacon — By  being  a man,  free  horn,45  of  good 
report,  and  well  recommended. 

Junior  Warden — You  will  conduct  tb~  candidate  to 
the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west  for  hi:  examination. 
[He  does  so.] 

Senior  Deacon — (one  loud  rap  with  his  rod  on  the 
floor). 

Senior  Warden — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Mr.  , who  has  long  been  in 

darkness,46  and  now  seeks  to  be  brought  to  light,  and 
receive  a part  in  the  rights  and  benefits  of  this  worship- 
ful lodge,  erected  to  God  and  dedicated  to  the  holy 
Saint  Johns,  as  all  brothers  and  fellows  have  done  be- 
fore. 

Note  45.— “FREE  BORN.— A mason  must  not  only  be  free,  but 
free  by  birth.”— Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Free  Born. 

Note  46. — “The  opposing  terms  Darkness  and  Light  suggest  the 
twc  conditions  of  man,  one  without  the  Masonic  pale,  a profane, 
and  one  within  the  mystic  circle,  a Freemason.” — Morris’s  Diction- 
ary, Art.  Darkness. 
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Senior  Warden — Mr. — , is  this  of  your  own  free 

will  and  accord  ? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the  candi- 
date worthy  and  well  qualified  ?47 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden — Is  he  of  lawful  age  and  properly 
vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

[In  some  lodges  the  Master  here  asks,  “Who  vouches 
for  this?  (or  him?)  Ans.  A brother.] 

Senior  Warden — By  what  further  right48  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor? 

Senior  Deacon — By  being  a man,  free  born,  of  good 
report,  and  well  recommended. 

Senior  Warden — You  will  conduct  the  candidate  to 
the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  for  his  examination. 
[He  does  so.] 

Senior  Deacon — (one  loud  rap  with  rod  on  floor). 

Worshipful  Master — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Mr.  , who  has  long  been  in 

darkness,  and  now  seeks  to  he  brought  to  light,  and 
receive  a part  in  the  rights  and  benefits  of  this  worship- 
ful lodge,  erected  to  God49  and  dedicated  to  the  holy 
Saint  Johns  as  all  brothers  and  fellows  have  done  be- 
fore. 

W or  shipful  Master — Mr. — , is  this  of  your  own 

free  will  and  accord  ? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Note  47.— “A  woman,  a cripple,  or  a slave,  or  one  born  in  slavery, 
fis  disqualified  for  initiation.” — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence,  page  31. 

Note  48. — Entered  Apprentices  are  possessed  of  very  few  rights, 
* * * are  not  permitted  to  speak  or  vote  or  hold  any  office;  secrecy 
and  obedience  are  the  only  obligations  imposed  upon  them.” — Mack- 
ey’s Jurisprudence,  page  159. 

Note  49. — "The  Lodge  of  Entered  Apprentices  is  erected  to  God, 
and  dedicated  to  Holy  Saint  John  of  Jerusalem.”— Morris’s  Dic- 
tionary, Art.  Entered  Apprentice. 
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Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the 
candidate  worthy  and  well  qualified,  duly  and  truly  pre- 
pared ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  of  lawful  age  and  properly 
vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — By  what  further  right  or  bene- 
fit does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor? 

Senior  Deacon — By  being  a man,  free  born,  of  good 
report,  and  well  recommended. 

Worshipful  Master — It  is  well.  And  since  the  can- 
didate comes  endowed  with  all  these  necessary  qualifica- 
tions50 you  will  reconduct  him  to  the  Senior  Warden 
in  the  west,  with  my  order  that  he  teach  him  how  to 
approach  the  east  by  one  upright  regular  step,  his  feet 
forming  the  angle  of  an  oblong  square,  his  body  erect 
at  the  altar,  before  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 
[Senior  Deacon  conducts  candidate  as  ordered,  stopping 
four  or  five  feet  from  the  Senior  Warden’s  station.] 

Senior  Deacon — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  the  or- 
der of  the  Worshipful  Master  that  you  teach  this  can- 
didate how  to  approach  the  east51  by  one  upright,  regu- 
lar step,  his  feet  forming  an  angle  of  an  oblong  square, 
his  body  erect  at  the  altar,  before  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter in  the  east.52 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will  face 
ihe  candidate  to  the  east.  [Order  is  obeyed.] 

Note  50.— “On  no  account  receive  a mutilated  person.  His  limbs 
must  be  quite  entire  and  shapely;  a stigma  on  the  society  to  initiate 
a halt  or  lame  man.’’ — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Qualifications. 

Note  51. — “In  the  Egyptian  rites  especially,  and  those  of  Adonis, 
which  were  among  the  earliest  and  from  which  the  others  derivfd 
their  existence,  the  Sun  was  the  object  of  adoration.” — Mackey’s 
Lexicon,  Art.  East. 

Note  52. — “The  East  is  Masonically  styled  the  place  of  light,  a 
figure  that  is  too  obvious  to  require  illustration.  In  the  East  of 
the  Lodge  and  Grand  Lodge  sits  the  presiding  officer,  the  dispenser 
of  Masonic  light  and  authority.”— Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  East. 
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Senior  Warden — Mr. , as  an  Entered  Appren- 

tice you  will  step  off  with  the  left  foot  first,  bringing  the 
heel  of  the  right  to  the  hollow  of  the  left,  forming  an 
angle  of  an  oblong  square.  Stand  erect. 

Senior  Warden — In  order,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Mr.  , you  are  now  stand- 

ing before  the  altar  of  Freemasonry53  for  the  first  time ; 
but  before  proceeding  any  further  in  these  solemn  cere- 
monies, it  becomes  my  duty  as  Worshipful  Master  of 
this  lodge  to  inform  you  that  it  is  necessary  for  you  to 
take  upon  yourself  a solemn  oath54  or  obligation  per- 
taining to  this  degree^ 

COVENANT  OF  THE  LODGE. 

It  is  such  a one  as  we  have  all  taken,  and  I assure  }tou 
upon  the  honor  of  a man  and  a Mason,  that  in  this  ob- 
ligation there  is  nothing  that  will  conflict  with  the 
duties  you  may  owe  to  your  God.  your  country,  your 
neighbor  or  yourself.  In  your  advancement  thus  far 
you  have  repeatedly  assured  us  it  was  of  your  own 
tree  will  and  accord;  if  you  are  still  of  the  same 
mind,  and  satisfied  with  the  assurance  I ’ have  just 
given  you,  you  will  advance  to  the  altar  [Senior  Dea- 
con aids  him  in  taking  the  ordered  position],  and  kneel 
upon  your  naked  left  knee,  your  right  forming  a 
square,  your  left  hand  supporting  the  Holy  Bible,  square 
and  compass,  and  your  right  resting  thereon  [three  raps, 
all  rise.  All  but  the  Wardens,  form  in  two  rows,  run- 
ning east  and  west,  on  each  side  of  the  altar],  in  which 
due  form  you  will  say  I,  with  your  name  in  full : 

| Worshipful  Master  removes  his  hat.] 

Note  53. — “Masonry  is  called  a Royal  Art,  not  only  because  it 
received  its  present  form  from  the  royal  hands  of  Solomon  King  of 
Israel  and  Hiram  King  of  Tyre,  and  has  since  enrolled  among  its 
members  the  proudest  and  most  powerful  potentates  of  the  earth, 
but  more  especially  because  of  the  dignity  and  majesty  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  inculcates  and  which  elevate  it  above  all  other 
arts.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Royal  Art. 

Note  54.— “An  affirmation  is  not  esteemed  equivalent  to  an.  oath 
in  masonry,  however  i<  may  be  in  common  law.” — Morris’s  Diction- 
ary, Art.  Affirmation. 
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HITE  OF  SECRECY,  OR  OBLIGATION — ENTERED  APPREN- 

TICE’s  DECREE. 


Candidate  Taking  Entered  Apprentice  Obligation. 
[Worshipful  Master  removes  his  hat.] 


I, , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the 

presence  of  Almighty  God,  an'd  this  worshipful  lodge, 
erected  to  him  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  Saint  Johns 
do  hereby  and  hereon  (Master  presses  his  gavel  or  hand 
on  candidate’s  hand),  most  solemnly  and  sincerely 
promise  and  swear,  that  I will  always  hail,  ever  conceal 
and  never  reveal  any  of  the  secret  arts,  parts  or  points 
of  the  hidden  mysteries  of  Freemasonry  which  may  have 
been  heretofore,  shall  be  at  this  time  or  any  future 
period,  communicated  to  me  as  such,  to  any  person  or 
persons  whomsoever,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful 
brother  Mason,  or  in  a regular  constituted  lodge  of 
Masons;  nor  unto  him,  nor  them,  until  by  strict  trial, 
due  examination  or  legal  information,  I shall  have 
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found  him  or  them,  as  lawfully  entitled  to  the  same  as 
I am  myself.  I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I 
will  not  write,55  print,56  paint,57  stamp,58  stain,59  cut, 
carve,  mark,  or  engrave  them,  nor  cause  the  same  to  be 
done,  on  anything  movable  or  immovable,  capable  of  re- 
ceiving the  least  impression  of  a word,  syllable,  letter 
or  character,  whereby  the  same  may  become  legible  or 
intelligible  to  any  person  or  persons  under  the  canopy 
of  heaven,  and  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry  unlawfully 
obtained  through  my  unworthiness. 

All  this  I most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation 
or  secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever;  binding  myself 
under  no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  throat 
cut60  across,  my  tongue  torn  out  by  its  roots,  and  buried 
in  the  rough  sands  of  the  sea,  at  low-water  mark,  where 
the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours, 
should  I ever  knowingly  violate  this  my  Entered  Ap- 
prentice obligation.61  So  help  me  God,  and  keep  me 
steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same. 

Note  55.— “In  the  rituals  of  Blue  Lodge  Masonry,  the  initiate  is 
6trongly  charged  concerning  the  secrets  of  the  Society,  not  to 
write’  them  upon  anything  which  would  convey  their  meaning.” — 
Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Write. 

Note  56.— “The  initiate  is  strongly  charged  concerning  the  Secrets 
cf  Masonry,  not  to  ‘print’  them,  etc.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art. 
Print. 

Note  57.— “The  initiate  is  strongly  charged  concerning  the  Secrets 
of  Masonry,  not  to  ‘paint’  them  upon,  etc.” — Morris’s  Dictionary, 
Art.  Paint. 

Note  58. — “In  the  rituals  of  Blue  Lodge  Masonry  the  initiate  is 
strongly  charged  concerning  the  Secrets  of  the  Society  not  to 
‘stamp’  them,  etc.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Stamp. 

Note  59.— Exactly  the  same  is  said  in  Morris’s  Dictionary,  under 
separate  headings,  of  each  of  these  words:  Write,  print,  paint, 

stamp,  stain,  cut,  carve,  letter,  mark  and  engrave. 

Note  60. — “A  most  solemn  method  of  confirming  an  oath  was  by 
placing  a drawn  sword  across  the  throat  of  the  person  to  whom  it 
was  administered.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  page  35,  Subject  Entered 
Apprentice  Degree. 

Note  61.— “The  importance  of  secret-keeping  is  made  the  ground- 
work of  all  Masonic  degrees.”— Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art  Secret 
Breaking. 


INITIATION. 


109 


Worshipful  Master— Bro.  > in  token  of  your 

sincerity  of  purpose  in  this  solemn  engagement,  you 
will  kiss  the  Holy  Bible,  now  open  before  you.  [Can- 
didate kisses  the  Bible.] 

Worshipful  Master— Brother  Senior  Deacon,  our 
brother  being  now  bound  to  us  by  a covenant62  which 
cannot  be  broken,  you  will  release  him  from  his  cable- 
tow.  [Senior  Deacon  takes  off  the  rope  from  his  neck.] 

Worshipful  Master  (putting  his  hat  on  again  and 
stepping  back  a little) — My  brother,  for  by  that  sacied 
appellation  I now  address  you,  in  your  present  blind 
condition  what  do  you  most  desire? 

Candidate  (prompted  by  the  Senior  Deacon)— Light 

in  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master— Light  being  your  desire,  you 
shall  receive  it. 

W or  shipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon  and 
brethren,  stretch  forth  your  hands  and  assist  me  in 
bringing  this  brother  from  darkness  to  light  in  Mason- 
ry. [The  brethren,  all  except  the  Wardens,  are  formed 
in  two  parallel  lines  from  east  to  west  and  the  Stewards, 
being  one  at  the  end  of  each  line,  cross  their  rods  over 
the  Master’s  head  as  shown  in  cut.] 

SHOCK  OF  ENLIGHTENMENT.63 

Worshipful  Master — “In  the  beginning  God  created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth.  And  the  earth  was  without 

Note  62. — “The  obligations  of  masonry  are  in  the  sense  of  the 
definition,  covenants.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Covenant. 

Note  83. — “In  Masonry,  by  the  shock  of  enlightenment  we  seek 
humbly,  indeed,  and  at  an  inconceivable  distance,  to  preserve  the 
recollection  and  to  embody  the  idea  of  the  birth  of  material  light 
by  the  representation  of  the  circumstances  that  accompanied  it, 
and  their  reference  to  the  birth  of  intellectual  or  Masonic  light. 
The  one  is  the  type  of  the  other;  and  hence  the  illumination  of  the 
candidate  is  attended  with  a ceremony  that  may  be  supposed  to 
Imitate  the  primal  illumination  of  the  universe.” — Mackey’s  Ritual- 
ist, page  34. 


110 


ENTERED  APPRENTICE’S  DEGREE. 


form  and  void;  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the 
deep.  And  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of 
the  waters.  And  God  said,  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light.”  In  solemn  commemoration  of  that  sublime 
event,  I,  in  like  manner,  Masonically  declare.  Let  there 
be  light!64 


Shock  of  Enlightenment 


or  Rite  of  Illumination. 


Note  64.-‘‘ThiS  mental  illumination— this  spiritual  light,  which, 
a ter  his  new  birth,  is  the  first  demand  of  the  new  candidate  is 
but  another  name  for  Divine  Truth— the  truth  of  God  and  ’the 
Soul  the  nature  and  essence  of  both — which  constitute  the  chief 
design  of  all  Masonic  teaching.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  33. 


INITIATION. 


Ill 


[At  the  word  light , all  strike  their  hands  together 
once  and  stamp  with  the  right  foot,  and  the  Senior 
Deacon  removes  the  hoodwink  at  the  same  instant. 
See  cut.] 

Worshipful  Master — (As  the  shock  is  given  and  hood- 
wink snatched  off)  And  there  is  light. 

The  cut  on  the  previous  page  represents  this  ceremony 
as  accurately  as  can  readily  be  shown  by  an  engraving. 
The  Senior  Deacon  who  stands  waiting  to  snatch  off  the 
hoodwink  should  be  behind  the  candidate,  but  the  can- 
didate would  then  be  hid  from  view,  so  he  is  shown  to 
one  side. 

The  altar  lights  should  be  shown,  one  in  the  east  ; 
one  in  the  south  and  one  in  the  west,  but  that  would 
bring  one  light  behind  the  candidate  which,  would  not 
be  right. 

In  some  lodges  instead  of  clapping  hands  and  stamp- 
ing wdth  right  foot,  all,  led  by  the  Worshipful  Master, 
make  the  due-guard  of  the  degree  and  keep  that  posi- 
tion just  long  enough  for  the  candidate  to  see  it. 

Worshipful  Master  (approaching  the  candidate) — My 
brother,  upon  being  brought  to  Masonic  light,  you  be- 
hold upon  the  altar  before  you  the  three  great  lights  of 
Masonry05  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass,  by  the 
help  of  the  three  lesser  lights,  of  which  these  three 
burning  tapers,  placed  in  a triangular  position,  are  the 
representatives. 

The  Holy  Bible  is  given  to  us  as  the  rule  and  guide  of 
our  faith ; the  square  to  square  our  actions,  and  the  com- 
passes to  circumscribe  our  desires  and  passions  and  keep 
us  writhin  due  bounds  with  all  mankind,  but  more  espe- 
cially with  a brother  Mason. 

The  three  lesser  lights  are  three  burning  tapers 
representing  the  sun,  moon,  and  Master  of  the  lodge, 
and  are  thus  explained:  As  the  sun  rules  the  day 

Note  65.— “The  representatives  of  the  Lights  are  of  two  classes, 
Great  and  Lesser;  of  these;  the  Holy  Bible,  Square  and  Compass, 
constitute  the  Great.’’— Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Great  Lights. 
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and  the  moon  governs  the  night,  so  ought  the 
Worshipful  Master  to  endeavor  to  rule  and  govern  his 
lodge  with  equal  regularity.  [Worshipful  Master  steps 
back  a few  steps  and  faces  the  altar.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  , you  now  be- 

hold the  Worshipful  Master  approaching  you  on  the 
step  (makes  the  step),  under  the  due-guard  (makes  the 
due-guard)  and  sign  (makes  the  sign)  of  an  Entered 
Apprentice.  An  Entered  Apprentice  steps  off  one  step 
with  the  left  foot,  bringing  the  heel  of  the  right  to  the 
hollow  of  the  left  (makes  the  step  while  describing  it), 
and  is  called  the  first  step  in  Freemasonry.  This  is  the 
due-guard  (makes  it,  see  page  65),  and  alludes  to  the 
position  your  hands  were  in  when  you  took  the  obliga-. 
tion.  The  sign  is  made  thus  (makes  sign,  see  page  66), 
and  alludes  to  the  penalty  of  your  obligation,  wherein 
you  have  sworn  that  sooner  than  violate  any  portion 
thereof  you  would  suffer  your  throat  to  be  cut  across, 
your  tongue  torn  out  by  the  roots  and  buried  in  the 
rough  sands  of  the  sea.  This  sign  is  always  to  be  given 
on  arising  to  address  the  Worshipful  Master,  or  being 
addressed  by  him,  and  upon  entering  or  retiring  from  a 
lodge  of  Entered  Apprentices.  [Stewards  keep  their 
rods  over  the  Master’s  head  and  advance  as  he  advances.] 

Worshipful  Master  (approaches  the  altar  where  can- 
didate is) — And  now,  in  token  of  my  friendship  and 
brotherly  love,  I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  you 
with  my  right  hand,  and  with  it  the  grip  and  word  of 
an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason ; but  as  you  are  yet  un- 
instructed, the  brother  Senior  Deacon  will  answer  for 
you  (grasps  candidate’s  right  hand). 

Worshipful  Master — I hail. 

Senior  Deacon — I conceal. 

Worshipful  Master — What  do  you  conceal? 

Senior  Deacon — All  the  secrets  of  Masons  in  Mason-rv 
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to  which  this  token  alludes  [gives  grip  as  follows,  the 
Senior  Deacon  at  the  word  “this”  placing  thumb  of 
candidate  in  place]  : 

ENTERED  APPRENTICE  GRIP. 

Grasp  hands  as  in  ordi- 
nary hand -shaking,  and 
press  ball  of  thumb  hard 

Entered  Apprentice  Grip.  against  ^ knuckle  _joint 

of  each  other’s  fore-finger. 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  this? 

Senior  Deacon — A grip. 

Worshipful  Master — Of  what? 

Senior  Deacon — Of  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason. 
Worshipful  Master — Has  it  a name? 

Senior  Deacon — It  has. 

Worshipful  Master ■ — Will  you  give  it  to  me? 

Senior  Deacon — I did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  1 
so  impart  it. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 
Senior  Deacon — I will  letter  it  and  halve  it. 
Worshipful  Master — Letter  it  and  begin. 

Senior  Deacon — Nay,  you  begin. 

Worshipful  Master — Begin  you. 

Senior  Deacon — A. 

Worshipful  Master — B. 

Senior  Deacon — 0. 

Worshipful  Master — Z. 

Senior  Deacon — AZ. 

Worshipful  Master — BO. 

Senior  Deacon — Boaz.66  [See  Appendix,  Note  £.] 

Worshipful  Master — The  name  of  this  grip,  my 
brother,  is  Boaz.  It  denotes  strength,  and  is  repre- 

Note  66.— “BOAZ,  the  name  of  the  left  hand  pillar  that  stood  at 
Uie  porch  of  King  Solomon’s  Temple.”— Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art 
Boaz. 
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sented  by  the  left-hand  pillar  at  the  entrance  of  the 
porch  of  King  Solomon’s  temple.  You  must  always 
take  the  necessary  precaution  in  giving  it  as  you  have 
received  it,  invariably  beginning  with  the  letter  A.  You 
will  now  arise  and  salute  the  Junior  and  Senior  War- 
dens as  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason.  [Candidate, 
who  has  remained  kneeling  at  the  altar  since  taking 
the  obligation,  is  now  assisted  to  his  feet,  and  the  Mas- 
ter takes  his  seat.  ] 

Worshipful  Master — (One  rap;  lodge  which  had  re- 
mained standing,  is  seated.) 

[Senior  Deacon  conducts  candidate  to  Junior,  and 
then  Senior  Warden,  before  each  of  whom  he  makes  the 
step,  due-guard  and  sign  of  an  Entered  Apprentice, 
when  he  is  conducted  towards  the  Worshipful  Master 
in  the  east,  but  stops  opposite,  to  the  left  of  the  altar.] 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Howt  do  you  find  it  in 
the  south,  brother  Junior  Warden? 

Junior  Warden  (rising  and  making  the  sign) — All 
right  in  the  south,  Worshipful. 

1 Worshipful  Master — How  in  the  west,  brother  Senior 
Warden  ? 

Senior  Warden  (rising  and  making  sign) — All  right 
in  the  west,  Worshipful 

RITE  OF  INVESTITURE.67 

Worshipful  Master  (taking  a white  apron  and  ap- 
proaching candidate) — Mv  brother,  I present  you  with 
this  lamb  shin,  or  white  leather  apron68  [it  is  usually 
white  cloth],  which  is  an  emblem  of  innocence  and  the 

Note  67. — “Investiture  constituted  an  important  part  of  the  Ancient 
Mysteries;  and  as  the  white  apron  is  the  investiture  of  Masonry,  we 
find  something  resembling  it  in  all  the  pagan  rites.” — Mackey's 
Lexicon,  Art.  Apron. 

Note  68. — APRON.  “The  Apron  suggests  the  preservation  of  the 
garments  from  the  defilements  of  labor,  and  morally  the  guard  of 
the  soul  from  the  defilements  of  sin.  It  is  therefore  the  distinguish- 
ing badge  of  a society  whose  great  aim  is  to  prepare  the  soul  for 
that  spiritual  building,  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  In 
the  heavens.”— Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  A.pron, 
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badge  of  a Mason ; more  ancient  than  the  Golden  Fleece 
or  Roman  Eagle;09  more  honorable  than  the  Star  and 
Garter,  or  any  other  order  that  can  be  conferred  upon 
you  at  this  time  or  any  future  period,  by  king,  prince 
or  potentate,  or  any  other  person,  except  he  be  a Mason. 
Hoping  that  you  will  wear  it  with  equal  pleasure  to 
yourself  and  honor  to  the  fraternity,  you  will  take  it, 
[hands  it  to  candidate],  and  carry  it  to  the  Senior  War- 
den in  the  west,  with  my  order  that  he  teach  you  how 
to  wear  it  as  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason,  and  return 
to  the  east. 

[Senior  Deacon  now  conducts  candidate  to  the  Senior 
Warden.] 

Senior  Deacon — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  the  or- 
der of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  that  you  teach 
this  brother  how  to  wear  his  apron  as  an  Entered  Ap- 
prentice Mason.  [Senior  Warden  takes  apron,  and 
while  tying  it  on  saysi:] 

Senior  Warden — As  an  Entered  Apprentice  you  will 
wear  your  apron  with  the  flap  turned  up,  and  return 
to  the  east.  [In  many  lodges  instead  of  this  brief  order 
the  Senior  Warden  repeats  the  following  lingo :] 

Senior  Warden — My  brother,  at  the  building  of  King 
Solomon’s  temple  there  were  three  principal  classes  of 
masons,  and  each,  as  a distinctive  badge,  wore  his  apron 
in  a peculiar  manner.  Entered  Apprentices  being  the 
bearers  of  burthens,  were  directed  to  wear  theirs  with 
the  bib  turned  up,  so  as.  to  protect  their  clothing.  Thus, 
my  brother,  you  will  wear  yours,  while  laboring  among 
us  as  a speculative  Entered  Apprentice.  But  remember 
that,  although  stains  upon  this  garment  brought  credit 
rather  than  disgrace  to  the  ancient  Entered  Apprentice, 
you,  as  a speculative  Entered  Apprentice,  must  keep 

Note  69. — “It  is  an  emblem  of  innocence  and  the  badge  of  a Mason; 
more  ancient  than  the  Golden  Fleece  or  Roman  Eagle;  more  honor- 
able than  the  Star  and  Garter.’’ — Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  33. 

“There  is  no  such  order  as  the  Knights  of  the  Roman  Eagle.”— 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  note  page  35. 
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this  apron,  as  an  emblem  of  innocence,  unspotted  be- 
fore the  world. 

[Senior  Deacon  again  conducts  candidate  in  front  of 
the  Master.] 

Senior  Deacon — Your  orders  have  been  obeyed,  Wor- 
shipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother , agreeable  to  an 

ancient  custom  adopted  in  every  regular  and  well- 
governed  lodge,  it  is  now  necessary  that  you  be  requested 
to  deposit  something  of  a metallic  kind  ;70  not  for  its  in- 
trinsic value  alone,  but  that  it  may  be  laid  up  among  the 
records  in  the  archives  of  this  lodge,  as  a memorial  that 
you  are  here  made  a Mason.  Examine  yourself  strictly, 
and  see  if  you  can  find  such  a memento. 

Candidate  (prompted  by  Senior  Deacon) — I find  my- 
self entirely  destitute,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  , your  condition 

is  indeed  truly  deplorable.  This  requirement  was  to  re- 
mind you  of  your  now  extremely  poor  and  penniless 
situation.  Should  you  ever  afterwards  meet  a friend, 
more  especially  a brother,  in  like  condition,  you  must 
contribute  as  liberally  to  his  relief  as  you  can  do,  with- 
out material  injury  to  yourself.  You  will  now  be  re- 
conducted to  the  place  from  whence  you  came,  re-invest- 
ed of  wrhat  you  were  divested,  and  return  to  the  lodge 
for  further  instruction. 

[The  Senior  Deacon  conducts  the  candidate  to  the 
altar,  they  salute  the  Worshipful  Master,  and  then  go 

Note  70. — “Especially  was  a piece  of  metal  or  ivory  made  use  of 
by  the  ancients  as  a token  of  a pledge  of  amity,  being  broken  into 
two  pieces;  the  host,  when  he  had  entertained  a stranger  who  was 
about  to  depart,  gave  the  guest  one  part,  while  he  retained  the 
other;  and  these  broken  pieces  served  in  all  time  afterward  as  a 
memorial  of  the  pledge  of  friendship  that  had  been  thus  inaugu- 
rated. It  may  be  that  the  Masonic  custom  of  asking  for  the  deposit 
of  something  of  the  kind  in  the  Archives  of  the  Lodge,  as  a 
memorial,  may  have  reference  to  this  custom.  The  candidate  is 
supposed  to  be  thus  giving  his  pledge  of  fidelity  to  the  institution. 
But  the  subsequent  part  of  the  ceremony  would  teach  him  that  no 
material  and  tangible  pledge  is  really  wanted,  but  that  the  true 
pledge  of  Masonic  friendship  is  deposited  in  the  heart.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  40.  __  _ 
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to  the  preparation  room,  where  the  Senior  Deacon 
places  the  candidate  in  charge  of  the  Stewards  and  re- 
turns to  his  place  in  the  lodge.  While  candidate  is 
getting  on  his  clothes  again  the  Worshipful  Master 
usually  gives  the  lodge  a brief  recess.  When  the  can- 
didate is  re-invested  the  Stewards  bring  him  back  into 
the  lodge;  he  is  introduced  to  the  brethren,  when  the 
Worshipful  Master  calls  to  order  with  one  rap,  and  the 
Senior  Deacon  again  takes  charge  of  him.  The  Stew- 
ards then  go  to  the  altar,  salute  the  Master  and  take 
their  seats.  The  Senior  Deacon  places  him  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  lodge,  his  body  erect,  and  his 
feet  forming  at  right  angle.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  , you  are  now 

standing  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lodge,  as  the 
youngest  Entered  Apprentice  Mason,  your  feet  forming 
an  angle  of  an  oblong  square,  and  your  body  erect,  at 
the  right  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  where 
you  now  stand,  a just  and  upright  Mason,  and  I give 
it  to  you  strictly  in  charge  ever  to  walk  and  act  as  such. 

Being  clothed  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  you  are  now 
entitled  to  your  working  tools. 

WORKING  TOOLS  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE. 

“The  working  tools71  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  are 
the  twenty-four  inch  gauge  and  the  common  gavel. 
[Master  exhibits  them  to  candidate.] 

Note  71. — “Speculative  Masonry  is  the  application  and  sanctifica- 
tion of  the  working  tools  and  implements,  the  rules  and  principles 
of  operative  masonry,  to  the  veneration  of  God  and  the  purification 
of  the  heart.  The  speculative  mason  is  engaged  in  the  construction 
of  a spiritual  temple  in  his  heart,  pure  and  spotless,  fit  for  the 
dwelling  place  of  Him  who  is  the  author  of  purity.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  39. 
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“the  twenty-four  inch  gauge 

[5CA  i-l  I 1 vm\  1 T 1 p > \ )"n  l 

"the  twenty-four  inch  gauge”72 
Is  an  instrument  used  by  operative  Masons  to  measure 
and  lay  out  their  work;  but  we,  as  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  more  noble 
and  glorious  purpose  of  dividing  our  time.  It  being  di- 
vided into  twenty-four  equal  parts,  is  emblematic  of  the 
twenty-four  hours  of  the  day,  which  we  are  taught  to 
divide  into  three  equal  parts  ; whereby  are  found  eight 
hours  for  the  service  of  God  and  a distressed  worthy 
brother,  eight  for  our  usual  vocations,  and  eight  for 
refreshment  and  sleep. 

“THE  COMMON  GAVEL 


c 

Is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by  operative  Masons 
to  break  off  the  corners  of  rough  stones,  the  better  to 
fit  them  for  the  builder’s  use;  but  we,  as  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the 
more  noble  and  glorious  purpose  of  divesting  our  hearts 
and  consciences  of  all  the  vices  and  superfluities  of  life ; 
thereby  fitting  our  minds  as  living  stones  for  that 
spiritual  building,  that  house  “not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  38. 

Worshipful  Master — You  will  now  be  seated.  [Senior 
Deacon  seats  candidate  in  front  of  the  Master  when  the 
“lecture”  may  be  delivered.  See  next  chapter.] 

[For  lack  of  time,  part  or  all  of  the  lecture  is  usually 
omitted,  the  Worshipful  Master,  asking  some  “bright” 
Mason  to  “post”  the  new-made  brother  on  the  lec- 
ture, privately.  He  then  delivers  the  “Charge  to  Can- 

Note  72. — “The  twenty-four  inch  gauge  is  a symbol  of  time,  well 
employed;  the  common  gavel,  of  the  purification  of  the  heart.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  40. 
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didate.”  This  lecture  is  sometimes  all  given  in  a narra- 
tive form,  like  the  last  part  of  the  third  section,  about 
“brotherly  love,”  “relief  and  truth,”  and  the  “cardinal 
virtues.,”  but  oftener  the  Senior  Warden,  or  some  well- 
posted  brother,  assists  in  giving  the  lecture  in  a cate- 
chetical form,73  as  we  shall  give  it.  When  the  Entered 
Apprentice  has  learned  the  lecture  he  is  examined  on  it 
before  the  lodge,  and  it  must  he  learned  before  he  can 
be  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft.] 

Note  73. — “In  1720  Desaguliers  and  Anderson,  the  compilers  of 
the  Book  of  Constitutions,  arranged  the  lectures  for  the  first  tim* 
tn  a catechetical  form.’’— Mackey’s  Lexicon.  Art.  Lecture. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

First,  or  Entered  Apprentice’s  Degree. 

LECTURE — FIRST  SECTION. 

Worshipful  Master — From  whence  came  you? 

Senior  Warden — From  a lodge  of  Saint  Johns  of 
Jerusalem  [or  from  the  lodge  of  the  holy  Saints  John 
at  Jerusalem.] 

Worshipful  Master — What  came  you  here  to  do? 

Senior  Warden — To  learn  to  subdue  my  passions  and 
improve  myself  in  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — Then  I presume  you  are  a Ma- 
son ? 

Senior  Warden — I am  so  ta’ken  and  accepted  amongst 
brothers  and  fellows. 

Worshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Mason? 

Senior  Warden — My  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Mason? 

Senior  Warden — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of 
Masons. 

Worshipful  Master — How  do  you  know  yourself  to 
be  a Mason? 

Senior  Warden — By  having  been  often  tried,  never 
denied,  and  being  ready  to  be  tried  again. 

Worshipful  Master — How  shall  I know  you  to  be  a 
Mason  ? 

Senior  Warden — By  certain  signs  and  tokens,  a word, 
and  the  points  of  my  entrance. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  signs? 

Senior  Warden — Right  angles,  horizontals  and  per- 
pendiculars. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  are  tokens?74 

Senior  Warden — Certain,  friendly  or  brotherly  grips,, 
by  which  one  Mason  may  know  another  in  the  dark  as 
well  as  in  the  light. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  a sign.  [Gives  due- 
guard.  See  page  65.] 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  does  that  allude? 

Senior  Warden — To  the  position  in  which  my  hands 
were  placed  when  I took  the  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  another.  [Senior  War- 
den gives  sign  same  as  on  page  66.] 

Worshipful  Master — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Senior  Warden — It  has ; to  the  penalty  of  my  obliga- 
tion. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  a token.  [Master  and 
Senior  Warden  give  the  grip,  while  saying  “I  hail,”  “I 
conceal,”  “What  do  you  conceal  ?”  etc.,  as  fully  ex- 
plained on  pages  112  and  113.] 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  first  prepared 
to  be  made  a Mason  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  my  heart.75 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  next  prepared  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  a room  adjacent  to  a regular 
constituted  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  prepared? 

Senior  Warden — By  being  divested  of  all  metals, 
neither  naked  nor  clothed,  barefoot  nor  shod,  hood- 
winked, with  a cable-tow  around  my  neck;  in  which 
condition  I was  conducted  to  the  door  of  a lodge  by  a 
friend,  whom  I afterward  found  to  be  a brother. 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  you  know  it  to  be  a 
door,  being  hoodwinked  ? 

Note  74.— “In  Masonry  the  grip  of  recognition  is  called  a token, 
because  it  is  an  outward  sign  of  the  covenant  of  friendship  and 
fellowship  entered  into  between  the  members  of  the  fraternity.” — 
Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Token. 

Note  75.— “If  an  applicant  is  not  first  prepared  in  heart  he  will 
never  make  a Mason,  no  matter  what  dramatic  exercises  he  may  be 
put  through,  or  what  discipline  exerted  upon  him.”— Morris’s  Dic- 
tionary, Art.  Preparation. 
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Senior  Warden — By  first  meeting  with  resistance  and 
afterwards  gaining  admission. 

Worshipful  Master — How  gained  yon  admission  ? 

Senior  Warden — By  three  distinct  knocks. 

Worshipful  Master — What  was  said  to  you  from 
within  ? 

Senior  Warden — Who  comes  here? 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Senior  Warden — Mr.  , who  has  long  been  in 

darkness,  and  now  seeks  to  be  brought  to  light,  and  to 
receive  a part  in  the  rights  and  benefits  of  this  worship- 
ful lodge,  erected  to  God  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  Saint 
Johns,  as  all  brothers  and  fellows  have  done  before. 

Worshipful  Master — What  were  you  then  asked? 

Senior  Warden — If  it  was  of  my  own  free  will  and 
accord;  if  I was*  worthy  and  well  qualified,  duly  and 
truly  prepared,  of  lawful  age.  and  properly  vouched  for; 
all  of  which  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  I was 
asked  by  what  further  right  or  benefit  I expected  to 
gain  admission. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Senior  Warden — By  being  a man,  free  born,  of  good 
report,  and  well  recommended. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Senior  Warden — I was  directed  to  wait  with  patience 
until  the  Worshipful  Master  should  be  informed  of  my 
request  and  his  answer  returned. 

Worshipful  Master — What  answer  did  he  return? 

Senior  Warden — Let  him  enter  and  be  received  in 
due  form. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  received? 

Senior  Warden — On  the  point  of  a sharp  instrument 
piercing  my  naked  left  breast. 
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Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  then  disposed 
of? 

Senior  Warden — I was  conducted  to  the  center  of  the 
lodge,  caused  to  kneel  and  attend  a prayer. 

Worshipful  Master — After  attending  a prayer  what 
were  you  then  asked? 

Senior  Warden — In  .whom  I put  my  trust. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Senior  Warden — In  God. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Senior  Warden — My  trust  being  in  God,  I was  taken 
by  the  right  hand  and  informed  that  my  faith  was  well 
founded,  ordered  to  arise,  follow  my  conductor,  and  fear 
no  danger. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  did  you  follow  your  con- 
ductor ? 

Senior  Warden — Once  around  the  lodge  to  the  Junior 
Warden  in  the  south,  where  the  same  questions  were 
asked  and  like  answers  returned  as  at  the  door. 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  the  Junior  Warden 
dispose  of  you? 

Senior  Warden — He  directed  me  to  be  conducted  to 
the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  and  he  to  the  Worship- 
ful Master  in  the  east,  where  the  same  questions  were 
asked  and  like  answers  returned  as  before. 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  the  Worshipful  Master 
dispose  of  you  ? 

Senior  Warden — He  ordered  me  to  be  re-conducted 
to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  who  taught  me  to 
approach  the  east  by  one  upright,  regular  step,  my  feet 
forming  an  angle  of  an  oblong  square,  mv  body  erect 
at  the  altar,  before  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  did  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter then  do  with  you  ? 

Senior  Warden — He  made  me  a Mason  in  due  form. 

Worshipful  Master — What  was  that  due  form? 

Senior  Warden — Kneeling  on  my  naked  left  knee,  my 
right  forming  a square,  my  left  hand  supporting  the 
Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass,  my  right  resting 
thereon,  in  which  due  form  I took  the  obligation  of  an 
Entered  Apprentice,  which  is  as  follows : 

Worshipful  Master — Repeat  it. 

Senior  Warden — I,  , of  my  own  free  will  and 

accord,  in  th6  presence  of  Almighty  God,  and  this  wor- 
shipful lodge,  erected  to  him  and  dedicated  to  the  holy 
Saint  Johns,  do  hereby  and  hereon,  most  solemnly  and 
sincerely  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  always  hail, 
ever  conceal  and  never  reveal  any  of  the  secret  arts, 
parts*,  or  points  of  the  hidden  mysteries  of  Freemasonry 
which  may  have  been  heretofore,  shall  be  at  this  time 
or  any  future  period  communicated  to  me  as  such,  to 
any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  except  it  be  to  a 
true  and  lawful  brother  Mason,  or  in  a regular  con- 
stituted lodge  of  Masons;  nor  unto  him,  nor  them, 
until  by  strict  trial,  due  examination,  or  legal  informa- 
tion, I shalfhave  found  him  or  them  as  lawfully  entitled 
to  the  same  as  I am  myself.  I furthermore  prom- 
ise and  swear,  that  I will  not  write,  print,  paint,  stamp, 
stain,  cut,  carve,  mark,  nor  engrave  them,  nor  cause 
the  same  to  be  done,  on  anything  movable  or  immova- 
ble, capable  of  receiving  the  least  impression  of  a word, 
syllable,  letter  or  character,  whereby  the  same  may 
become  legible  or  intelligible  to  any  person  or  persons 
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under  the  canopy  of  heaven,  and  the  secrets  of  Free- 
masonry unlawfully  obtained  through  my  unworthiness. 

All  this  1 most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation  or 
secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever  ; binding  myself  under 
no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  throat  cut 
across,  my  tongue  torn  out  by  its  roots,  and  buried  in 
the  rough  sands,  of  the  sea,  at  low-water  mark,  where 
the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours, 
should  I ever  knowingly  violate  this  my  Entered  Ap- 
prentice obligation.  So  help  me  God  and  keep  me 
steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same.  [In 
some  lodges  only  the  penalty  is  repeated.] 

Worshipful  Master — After  taking  the  obligation, 
what  were  you  then  asked  ? 

Senior  Warden — What  I most  desired. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Senior  Warden — Light. 

Worshipful  Master — Did  you  then  receive  light? 

Senior  Warden — I did,  by  order  of  the  Worshipful 
Master  and  the  assistance  of  tine  brethren. 

Worshipful  Master — On  being  brought  to  light  what 
did  you  first  discover? 

Senior  Warden — The  three  great  lights  in  Masonry 
by  the  help  of  three  lesser. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  the  three  great  lights 
in  Masonry? 

Senior  Warden — The  Holy  Bible,  square  and  com- 
pass. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  are  their  Masonic  uses? 

Senior  Warden — The  Holy  Bible  is  to  rule  and  guide 
our  faith;  the  square,  to  square  our  actions;  and  the 
compass  to  circumscribe  and  keep  us  within  due  bounds 
with  all  mankind,  but  more  especially  with  a brother 
Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  the  three  lesser 
lights  ? 

Senior  Warden — Three  burning  tapers  placed  in  a 
triangular  position,  representing  the  sun,  moon,  and 
Master  of  the  lodge. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  so? 

Senior  Warden — Because  as  the  sun  rules  the  day 
and  the  moon  governs  the  night,  so  ought  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  to  endeavor  to  rule  and  govern  his  lodge 
with  equal  regularity. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  you  then  discover? 

Senior  Warden — The  Worshipful  Master  approach- 
ing me  from  the  east,  under  the  due-guard  and  sign  of 
an  Entered  Apprentice;  who,  in  token  of  his  brotherly 
love  and  friendship,  presented  me  with  his  right  hand, 
and  with  it  the  grip  and  word  of  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice, and  ordered  me  to  arise  and  salute  the  Junior  and 
Senior  Wardens  as  an  Entered  Apprentice. 

T Vorshipful  Master — After  saluting  the  Wardens, 
what  did  you  then  discover? 

Senior  Warden — The  Worshipful  Master  approach- 
ing me  from  the  east  a second  time,  who  presented  me 
with  a lambskin  or  white  leather  apron,  which  he 
informed  me  was  an  emblem  of  innocence  and  the  badge 
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of  a Mason;  more  ancient  than  the  Golden  Fleece  or 
Homan  Eagle ; and  when  worthily  worn,  more  honor- 
able than  the  Star  and  Garter,  or  any  other  order  that 
could  be  conferred  upon  me  at  that  time  or  at  any  future 
period,  by  king,  prince,  potentate,  or  any  other  person, 
except  he  be  a Mason ; hoping  that  I would  wear  it  with 
equal  pleasure  to  myself  and  honor  to  the  fraternity, 
and  ordered  me  to  carry  it  to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the 
west,  who  taught  me  how  to  wear  it  as  an  Entered 
Apprentice. 

Worshipful  Master — How  should  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice wear  his  apron? 

Senior  Warden — With  the  flap  turned  up. 

Worshipful  Master — After  being  taught  to  wear  your 
apron  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  what  were  you  then 
informed  ? 

Senior  Warden — That,  agreeable  to  an  ancient  cus- 
tom adopted  in  every  regular  and  well-governed  lodge, 
it  was  necessary  that  I should  be  requested  to  deposit 
something  of  a metallic  kind,  not  for  its  intrinsic  value 
alone,  but  that  it  might  be  laid  up  among  the  records 
in  the  archives  of  this  lodge,  as  a memorial  that  I was 
there  made  a Mason ; but  on  strict  examination,  I 
found  myself  entirely  destitute. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  then  disposed  of? 

Senior  Warden — I was  ordered  to  be  reconducted  to 
the  place  from  whence  I came,  and  reinvested  of  what 
f had  been  divested,  and  return  to  the  lodge  for  further 
instruction. 
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Worshipful  Master — On  your  return  to  the  lodge, 
where  were  you  placed,  as  the  youngest  Entered  Ap- 
prentice  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  northeast  corner,  my  feet 
forming  a right  angle,  my  body  erect  at  the  right  hand 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  who  was  pleased 
to  say  that  I there  stood  as  a just  and  upright  Mason, 
and  gave  it  me  strictly  in  charge  ever  to  walk  and  act 
as  such. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter then  present  you  with? 

Senior  Warden — With  the 

WORKING  TOOLS  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE, 

Which  are  the  twenty-four  inch  gauge  and  common 
gavel. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  their  uses? 


Senior  Warden — “The  twenty-four  inch  gauge  is  an 
instrument  made  use  of  by  operative  masons  to  measure 
and  lay  out  their  work;  but  we,  as  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  aTe  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  more  noble 
and  glorious  purpose  of  dividing  our  time.  It  being 
divided  into  twenty-four  equal  parts,  is  emblematical 
of  the  twenty-four  hours  of  the  day,  which  we  are 
taught  to  divide  into  three  equal  parts;  whereby  we 
find,  eight  hours  for  the  service  of  God  and  a dis- 


“tEE  TWENTY-FOUR  INCH  GAUGE 


LECTURE.  129 

tressed  worthy  brother,  eight  hours  for  our  usual  avoca- 
tions, and  eight  for  refreshment  and  sleep  ”~WebV$ 
Monitor , page  21. 


COMMON  GAVEL. 


“The  common  gavel  is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by 
operative  masons  to  break  off  the  corners  of  rough 
stones,  the  better  to  fit  them  for  the  builder’s  use;  but 
we,  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  are  taught  to  make 
use  of  it  for  the  more  noble  and  glorious  purpose  of 
divesting  our  hearts  and  consciences  of  all  the  vices 
and  superfluities  of  life;  thereby  fitting  our  minds  as 
living  stones  for  that  spiritual  building,  that  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.” — Mackey's 
Ritualist , page  39. 

[In  an  examination  of  the  initiate  on  the  lecture, 
the  word  “Candidate”  is  substituted  for  that  of  Senior 
Warden  all  through.] 

SECOND  SECTION. 

[The  two  following  sections  are  given  in  the  form  of  a 
history  or  description  of  the  ceremonies  of  initiation  on 
the  evening  of  the  initiation  of  the  candidate,  and  he  is 
required  to  commit  the  whole  to  memory  in  the  follow- 
ing catechetical  form,  but  not  one  in  fifty  ever  make  the 
attempt,  it  being  sufficient  to  pass  examination  if  the 
candidate  knows  the  first  section.  Only  those  aspiring 
to  office  attempt  to  commit  the  whole.] 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  divested  of  all 
metals  when  made  a Mason? 
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Candidate — For  two  reasons;  first,  that  I should 
carry  nothing  offensive  nor  defensive  into  the  lodge; 
second,  at  the  building  of  King  Solomon’s  temple  there 
was  not  heard  the  sound  of  an  axe,  hammer,  or  any 
tool  of  iron. 

Worshipful  Master — How  could  a building  of  that 
stupendous  magnitude  be  erected  without  the  aid  of 
some  iron  tool? 

Candidate — Because  the  stones  were  all  hewn,  squared 
and  numbered  at  the  quarries  where  they  were  raised; 
the  timbers  felled  and  prepared  in  the  forests  of  Leba- 
non, conveyed  by  sea  in  floats  to  Joppa,  and  from  there 
by  land  to  Jerusalem,  where  they  were  set  up  with 
wooden  mauls  prepared  for  that  purpose ; and  when  the 
building  was  completed,  its  several  parts  fitted  with  such 
exact  nicety  that  it  had  more  the  appearance  of  the 
handiwork  of  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe 
than  that  of  human  hands. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  neither  naked 
nor  clothed  ? 

Candidate — Because  Masonry  regards  no  man  for  his 
worldly  wealth  or  honors;  it  was  therefore  to  signify 
that  it  was  the  internal  and  not  the  external  qualifica- 
tion of  a man  that  should  recommend  him  to  be  made 
a Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  neither  barefoot 
nor  shod? 

Candidate — This  was  in  conformity  to  an  ancient 
Israelitish  custom.  We  read  in  the  Book  of  Ruth,  that 
it  was  the  manner  in  former  times  concerning  redeem- 
ing and  changing,  that  to  confirm  all  things,  a man 
plucked  off  his  shoe76  and  gave  it  to  his  neighbor,  and 

Note  76. — “Now  this  was  the  manner  in  former  time  in  Israel, 
concerning  redeeming  and  concerning  changing  for  to  confirm  all 
things ; a man  plucked  off  his  shoe  and  gave  it  to  his  neighbor  and 
this  was  a testimony  in  Israel.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  Art . Prepara- 
tion, page  43. 


LECTURE. 


131 


that  was  a testimony  in  Israel.  This,  therefore,  was 
done  to  test  the  sincerity  of  my  intention  in  the  busi- 
ness on  which  I was  then  about  to  enter. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  hoodwinked 
with  a cable-tow  around  your  neck  ? 

Candidate — For  three  reasons:  First,  as  I was  then 
in  darkness,77  so  I should  keep  the  whole  world  dark 
from  any  information  regarding  the  secrets  of  Freema- 
sonry, until  they  should  obtain  them  as  lawfully  as  I 
was  then  about  to  do;  second,  that  my  heart  might  be 
taught  to  conceal  before  my  eyes  could  behold  the  beau- 
ties of  Freemasonry;  third,  had  I refused  to  submit  to 
the  forms  and  ceremonies  of  my  initiation,  been  found 
unworthy  to  be  taken  by  the  hand  as  a brother,  I might, 
by  the  help  of  the  cable-tow,  have  been  led  out  of  the 
lodge  without  being  able  to  discover  even  the  form 
thereof. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  caused  to  give 
three  distinct  knocks? 

Candidate — To  alarm78  the  lodge  and  inform  the 
Worshipful  Master  that  I was  prepared  for  initiation; 
and  to  this  alludes  a certain  text  in  Scripture:  “Ask, 
and  ye  shall  receive;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find;  knock, 
and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you.” 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  you  apply  that  to  your 
then  situation? 

Note  77. — “In  the  Ancient  Mysteries  the  aspirant  was  always 
kept  for  a certain  period  in  a condition  of  darkness.  Hence  dark- 
ness became  the  symbol  of  initiation.  Applied  to  Masonic  Symbol- 
ism, it  is  intended  to  remind  the  candidate  of  his  ignorance  which 
Masonry  is  to  enlighten  ; of  his  evil  nature  which  Masonry  is  to 
purify ; of  the  world  in  whose  obscurity  he  has  been  wandering 
and  from  which  Masonry  is  to  rescue  him.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
Art . Preparation,  page  44. 

Note  78. — '“Alarm.  The  signal  of  the  approach  of  a person 
demanding  admission  to  the  lodge  is  thus  called  in  Masonic  lan- 
guage.”— Mackey’s  Lex.,  Art.  Alarm, 
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Candidate — I asked  the  recommendation  of  a friend 
to  be  made  a Mason;  through  his  recommendation  I 
sought  initiation;  I knocked  at  the  door  of  the  lodge, 
and  it  was  opened  unto  me. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  received  on  the 
point  of  a sharp  instrument,  piercing  your  naked  left 
breast  ? 

Candidate — It  was  to  signify,  as  that  was  an  in- 
strument of  torture  to  my  flesh,  so  might  the  recollec- 
tion of  it  be  to  my  conscience,  should  I ever  presume 
to  reveal  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry  unlawfully. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  caused  to  kneel 
and  attend  prayer? 

Candidate — Because  no  man  should  ever  enter  upon 
any  great  and  important  undertaking  without  first  in- 
voking the  blessing  of  Deity. 

W or  shipful  Master — Why  were  you  asked  in  whom 
you  put  your  trust  ? 

Candidate — Because,  according  to  our  Masonic  insti- 
tution, no  atheist  can  be  made  a Mason ; it  was  there- 
fore necessary  that  I should  profess  my  belief  in  Deity,79 
otherwise  no  oath  would  have  been  considered  binding 
upon  me. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  taken  by  the 
right  hand,  ordered  to  arise,  follow  your  conductor  and 
fear  no  danger? 

Candidate — It  was  to  signify,  at  a time  when  I could 
neither  foresee  nor  avoid  danger,  that  I was  in  the  hands 
of  a true  and  trusty  friend,  in  whose  fidelity  I might 
with  safety  confide. 

Note  79. — “A  Belief  in  God.  This  constitutes  the  sole  creed 
of  a Mason,  at  least  the  only  creed  that  he  is  required  to  profess. 
But  such  a profession  is  essentially  and  absolutely  necessary,  be- 
cause without  a belief  in  a superintending:  power,  with  the  inev- 
itable deduction  from  the  purity  and  holiness  of  such  a Being, 
that  sin  will  be  punished  and  virtue  rewarded,  there  would  be  nc 
sanction  to  a moral  law,  for  the  atheist  would  have  no  motive  to 
keep  a promise  or  to  preserve  an  obligation.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  44. 
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Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  conducted  once 
around  the  lodge? 

Candidate — That  all  the  brethren  might  see  that  I 
was  duly  and  truly  prepared. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  caused  to  meet 
with  three  several  obstructions  on  your  passage  ? 

Candidate — Because  there  were  guards  placed  at  the 
south,  west  and  east  gates  of  the  courts  of  King  Solo- 
mon’s temple  to  see  that  none  passed  or  repassed  but 
such  as  were  duly  qualified  and  had  permission.  It  was 
therefore  necessary  that  I should  meet  with  these 
several  obstructions,  that  I might  be  duly  examined 
before  I could  be  made  a Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  caused  to  kneel 
on  your  naked  left  knee? 

Candidate — Because  the  left80  is  said  to  be  the  weaker 
part  of  man;  it  was,  therefore,  to  signify  that  it  was 
the  weaker  part  of  Masonry  I was  then  entering  upon, 
being  that  of  an  Entered  Apprentice. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  caused  to  lay 
your  right  hand  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass  ? 

Candidate — Because  the  right  hand  was  supposed  by 
our  ancient  brethren  to  be  the  seat  of  fidelity.  The 
ancients  sometimes  worshiped  Deity  under  the  name 
of  Fides,  which  was  sometimes  seen  represented  by  two 
right  hands  joined,  at  others  by  two  human  figures 
holding  each  other  by  the  right  hand.  The  right  hand, 
therefore,  was  made  use  of  on  this  occasion  to  testify  in 
the  strongest  manner  possible  the  sincerity  of  our 
intentions  in  the  business  in  which  we  were  about  then 
engaged. 

Note  80. — “The  Left  Side  has  always,  apparently  for  a well 
known  physical  reason,  been  deemed  inferior  to  the  right.”— » 
Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  45. 
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Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  presented  with 
a lambskin,  and  why  is  it  the  badge  of  a Mason  ? 

Candidate — Because  the  lamb  has  in  all  ages  been 
deemed  an  emblem  of  innocence;  he,  therefore,  who 
wears  the  lambskin81  as  a badge  of  a Mason,  is  thereby 
continually  reminded  of  that  purity  of  life  and  conduct 
which  is  essentially  necessary  to  his  gaining  admission 
into  that  celestial  lodge  above,  where  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe  presides. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  requested  to 
deposit  something  of  a metallic  kind? 

Candidate — To  remind  me  of  my  then  extremely 
poor  and  penniless  situation;  and  that  should  I ever 
meet  with  a friend,  more  especially  a worthy  brother,  in 
like  circumstances,  that  I should  contribute  as  liberally 
to  his  relief  as  I could  do  without  any  material  injury 
to  myself. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  you  placed  in  the 
northeast  corner,  as  the  youngest  Entered  Apprentice? 

Candidate — Because  in  operative  masonry  the  first 
stone  of  a building  is  usually  laid  in  the  northeast 
corner;82  I was  therefore  there,  to  receive  my  first  in- 
structions whereupon  to  build  my  future  moral  and 
Masonic  edifice. 

Note  81. — -“By  the  lambskin  the  Mason  is  therefore  reminded  of 
that  purity  of  life  and  conduct  which  is  so  essentially  necessary  to 
his  gaining  admission  into  the  Celestial  Lodge  above.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist , page  46. 

Note  82. — “The  North  East  is  rich  in  symbolism.  As  denoting 
the  dividing  line  between  the  North,  the  place  of  total  darkness, 
and  the  East,  the  place  of  perfect  light,  it  is  made  the  standing 
point  for  the  Entered  Apprentice  to  receive  those  first  instructions 
on  which  to  build  his  future  moral  and  Masonic  edifice.” — Mor * 
tris’s  Dictionary , Art.  North  East. 
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THIRD  SECTION.®* 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  a lodge? 

Candidate — A constitutional  number  of  Masons,  duly 
assembled,  with  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass, 
and  charter,  or  warrant,  enabling  them  to  work. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  did  our  ancient  brethren 
usually  meet  ? 

Candidate — On  a high  hill  or  in  a low  vale. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  so? 

Candidate — The  better  to  observe  the  approach  of 
cowans  or  eavesdroppers,  either  ascending  or  descend- 
ing.84 

FORM  AND  DIMENSIONS  OF  A LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  the  form  and  extent  of 
a lodge? 

Candidate — An  oblong  square,  extending  from  east 
to  west,  between  north  and  south,  from  the  earth  to  the 
heavens,  and  from  the  surface  to  the  center. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  of  such  vast  dimensions? 

Candidate — To  signify  the  universality  of  Masonry, 
and  that  Masonic  charity  should  be  equally  extensive. 

Worshipful  Master — What  supports  this  vast  fabric? 

Candidate — Three  grand  pillars,  called  Wisdom, 
Strength,  and  Beauty. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  are  they  so  called? 

Candidate — Because  it  is  necessary  that  there  should 

Note  83. — “The  Third  Section  of  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  lec- 
ture explains  the  nature  and  principles  of  our  constitution  and 
furnishes  many  interesting  details  relating  to  the  Form,  Supports, 
Covering,  Furniture,  Ornaments,  Lights  and  Jewels  of  a lodge, 
how  it  should  be  situated  and  to  whom  dedicated.” — Mackey's 
Ritualist , page  47. 

Note  84. — “The  reason  assigned  in  the  lecture  for  this  assem- 
bling on  high  places  is  the  modern  but  not  the  true  one.  The 
fact  is,  that  mountains  and  other  high  places  were  almost  always 
considered  as  holy  and  peculiarly  appropriate  for  religious  pur- 
poses.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  49. 
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be  wisdom  to  contrive,  strength  to  support,  and  beauty 
to  adorn  all  great  and  important  undertakings. 

Worshipful  Master — By  whom  are  they  represented? 

Candidate — By  the  Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and 
Junior  Wardens. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  are  they  said  to  represent 
them  ? 

Candidate — The  Worshipful  Master  represents  the 
pillar  of  Wisdom,  it  being  said  that  he  has  wisdom  to 
open  his  lodge,  set  the  craft  at  work  and  give  them 
proper  instruction;  the  Senior  Warden  represents  the 
pillar  of  Strength,  it  being  his  duty  to  assist  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  in  opening  and  closing  his  lodge,  to  pay 
the  craft  their  wages,  if  any  be  due,  and  see  that  none 
go  away  dissatisfied,  harmony  being  the  strength  and 
support  of  all  institutions,  more  especially  of  ours;  the 
Junior  Warden  represents  the  pillar  of  Beauty,  it  being 
his  duty  to  observe  the  sun  at  meridian  height,  which 
is  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  day. 

THE  COVERING  OF  THE  LODGE.85 

Worshipful  Master — What  covering  has  a lodge? 

Candidate — A cloudy  canopy86  or  a starry-decked 

Note  85. — “In  the  lecture  of  the  Entered  Apprentice  is  elegantly 
set  forth  the  covering  of  the  Lodge,  as  being  ‘no  less  than  the 
canopy  of  heaven.’  To  embody  this  sublime  symbolism  the  ceiling 
of  the  lodge  hall  is  properly  colored  Blue  and  bedecked  with  the 
stars  in  their  order.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Covering  of  the 
Lodge. 

Note  86. — “In  the  definition  of  the  Starry  Canopy,  allusion  is 
made  to  the  heavenly  lodge,  of  which  ours  is  a foreshadowing.  The 
ladder  which  reaches  from  the  Ground  Floor  to  the  Starry  Canopy 
has  many  degrees  of  ascent,  but  three  are  most  important,  viz. : 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Jacob’s  Lad- 
der. - . 
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heaven,  where  all  good  Masons  hope  at  last  to  arrive,  by 
the  aid  of  that  theological  ladder87  which  Jacob  in  his 
vision  saw  extending  from  earth  to  heaven,  the  three 
principal  rounds  of  which  are  denominated  Faith, 
Hope,  and  Charity;  and  which  admonishes  us  to  have 
faith  in  God,  hope  in  immortality,  and  charity  to  all 
mankind. 


THE  FURNITURE  OF  A LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master — What  furniture  has  a lodge? 
Candidate — The  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass.” 
Worshipful  Master — To  whom  are  they  dedicated  ? 
Candidate— The  Holy  Bible89  is  dedicated  to  God, 
the  square  to  the  Master,  and  the  compass  to  the 
craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  are  they  thus  dedicated? 
Candidate — The  Bible  is  dedicated  to  God  because 


Note  87. — “The  mystical  ladder  which  is  here  referred  to  is  a 
symbol  that  was  widely  diffused  among  the  religions  of  antiquity, 
whereas  in  Masonry  it  wTas  always  supposed  to  consist  of  seven 
steps,  because  seven  was  a sacred  number.  In  some  of  the  Ancient 
Mysteries  the  seven  steps  represented  the  seven  planets,  and  then 
the  Sun  was  the  topmost  ; in  others  they  represented  the  seven 
metals  and  then  Gold  wras  the  topmost : in  the  Brahminical  mys- 
teries they  represented  the  seven  wTorlds  w’hich  constituted  the 
Indian  LTniverse  and  then  the  world  of  Truth  wras  the  highest. 
The  seven  steps  of  the  Masonic  ladder  are  Temperance,  Fortitude, 
Prudence,  Justice,  Faith,  Hope  and  Charity;  that  is,  the  four 
cardinal  and  the  three  theological  virtues.  Now  as  charity  is  love 
and  as  the  sun  represents  Divine  love,  and  as  also  the  astronom- 
ical sign  of  the  sun  is  gold,  and  as  truth  is  the  synonym  of  God. 
it  is  evident  that  the  topmost  round  in  all  these  ladders,  whether 
it  be  the  sun  or  gold,  or  truth,  or  charity,  conveys  exactly  the 
same  lesson  of  symbolism,  namely,  that  the  Mason,  living  and 
working  in  the  world  as  his  Todge,  must  seek  to  raise  himself  out 
of  it  to  that  eminence  w7hich  surmounts  it,  wrhere  alone  he  can 
find  Divine  Truth” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  53. 

Note  88. — “Every  w'ell  regulated  lodge  must  contain  a Bible, 
Square  and  Compasses,  which  are  technically  said  to  constitute  its 
furniture,  and  which  are  respectively  dedicated  to  God,  the  Master 
of  the  lodge  and  the  Craft.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Furniture. 

Note  89. — “The  Bible  is  used  among  Masons  as  the  symbol  of 
the  will  of  God,  however  it  may  be  expressed.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon, 
£yt.  Bible. 
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it  is  the  inestimable  gift  of  God  to  man*  and  on 
it  we  obligate  a new-made  brother;  the  square  to 
the  Master,  because  it  is  the  proper  Masonic  emblem  of 
his  office;  and  the  compass  to  the  craft,  because  by  a 
due  attention  to  its  use  they  are  taught  to  circumscribe 
their  desires  and  keep  their  passions  within  due  bounds. 

THE  ORNAMENTS  OF  A LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  the  ornaments  of  a 
lodge  ? 

Candidate — The  Mosaic  Pavement,  the  Indented  Tes- 
sel,  and  the  Blazing  Star.90 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  they? 

Candidate — The  Mosaic  Pavement  is  a representation 
of  the  ground  floor  of  King  Solomon’s  Temple  with  a 
blazing  star  in  the  center;  the  indented  Tessel,  that 
beautiful  tesselated  border  or  skirting  which  surrounded 
it. 

Worshipful  Master — Of  what  are  they  emblematical? 

Candidate — “The  Mosaic  pavement  is  emblematical  of 
human  life,  checkered  with  good  and  evil.  The  beau- 
tiful border  which  surrounds  it  is  emblematical  of  those 
manifold  blessings  and  comforts  which  surround  us, 
and  which  we  hope  to  obtain  by  a faithful  reliance  on 
Divine  Providence,  which  is  hieroglyphically  represent- 
ed by  the  blazing  star  (*)  in  the  center.” — Mackey's 
Ritualist,  page  56 . 

Worshipful  Master — How  many  lights91  has  a lodge? 

Candidate — Three.92 

Note  90. — “The  Blazing  Star  is  caid  by  Webb  to  be  ‘commem- 
orative of  the  Star  which  appeared  cO  guide  the  wise  men  of  the 
East  to  the  place  of  our  Saviour's  nativity.’  ‘ This,  which  is  one 
of  the  ancient  interpretations  of  the  symbol,  being  considered  as 
too  sectarian  in  its  character  and  unsuitable  to  the  universal 
religion  of  Masonry,  has  been  omitted  since  the  meeting  of  Grand 
Lecturers  at  Baltimore  in  1842.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  56. 

Note  91.- — “The  use  of  light  in  all  religious  ceremonies  is  an 
ancient  custom.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  57. 

Note  92. — “The  three  lights,  like  the  three  principal  officers  and 
the  three  principal  supports,  refer  undoubtedly  to  the  three  sta- 
tions of  the  sun.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  57. 
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Worshipful  Master — How  are  they  situated? 

Candidate — East,  west  and  south. 

Worshipful  Master — None  in  the  north? 

Candidate — None. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  none  in  the  north? 

Candidate — Because  of  the  situation  of  King  Solo- 
mon’s temple,  that  being  situated  so  far  north  of  the 
ecliptic  that  the  sun  or  moon  at  meridian  height  could 
dart  no  rays  in  at  the  northern  part  of  it,  so  we  Mason- 
icaily  term  the  north  a place  of  darkness. 

THE  JEWELS  OF  A LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master — How  many  jewels  has  a lodge? 

Candidate — Six;  three  movable  and  three  immovable. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  the  movable  jewels  ? 

Candidate — The  rough  ashlar,  the  perfect  ashlar,  and 
the  trestle-board. 


Rough  Ashlar.  Perfect  Ashlar.  Trestle-Board. 


Worshipful  Master — What  are  they? 

Candidate — "The  rough  ashlar  is  a stone  as  taken 

from  the  quarry  in  its  rude  and  natural  state.  The 
perfect  ashlar  is  a stone  made  ready  by  the  hands  of  the 
workmen  to  be  adjusted  by  the  working  tools  of  the 
Fellow  Craft.  The  trestle-board63  is  for  the  master 
workman  to  draw  his  designs  upon.” — Mackey’s  Ritual- 
ist, page  58. 

Note  93. — “To  every  Mason,  whatever  may  be  his  peculiar  re- 
ligious creed,  that  revelation  of  the  Deity  which  is  recognized  by 
his  religion  becomes  his  trestle-board.  Thus  the  trestle-board  of  the 
Jewish  Mason  is  the  Old  Testament ; of  the  Christian,  the  Old  and 
the  New  ; of  the  Mohammedan,  the  Koran.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  59. 
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Worshipful  Master — Of  what  do  they  remind  us? 

Candidate — “By  the  rough  ashlar  we  are  reminded  of 
our  rude  and  imperfect  state  by  nature;  by  the  perfect 
ashlar,  that  state  of  perfection  at  which  w^e  hope  to  ar- 
rive hy  a virtuous  education,  our  own  endeavors  and 
the  blessing  of  God.  And  by  the  trestle-board  we  are 
also  reminded  that,  as  the  operative  workman  erects  his 
temporal  building  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  designs 
laid  down  by  the  master  on  his  trestle-hoard,  so  should 
we,  both  operative  and  speculative,  endeavor  to  erect 
our  spiritual  building  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  designs 
laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  in 
the  great  books  of  nature  and  revelation,  which  are  our 
spiritual,  moral  and  Masonic  trestle-hoard.” — Mackey  's 
Ritualist , page  58. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  the  immovable94  jew- 
els? 

Candidate — The  square,  level,  and  plumb 


Plumb. 


Worshipful  Master — What  do  they  Masonically 

teach  us  ? 

Candidate — The  square  teaches  morality,  the  level 
equality,  and  the  plumb  rectitude  of  life. 

Note  94. — “They  are  called  immovable  jewels  because  they. are 
always  to  be  found  in  the  East,  West  and  South  parts,  of  the 
lodge,  being  worn  by  the  officers  in  those  respective  stations.  — 
Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  57. 
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SITUATION  OF  A LODGE. 

Worshipf  ul  Master — How  should  a lodge  be  situated  ? 

Candidate — Due  east  and  west. 

Worshipf  ul  Master — Why  so  ? 

Candidate — Because  that  was  the  situation  of  King 
Solomon’s  temple. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  was  King  Solomon’s  tem- 
ple so  situated  ?95 

Candidate — Because  after  Moses  had  safely  conducted 
the  children  of  Israel  through  the  Red  Sea,  when  pur- 
sued by  Pharoah  and  his  hosts,  he  there,  by  divine  com- 
mand, erected  a tabernacle  and  situated  it  due  east  and 
west,  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of  that 
mighty  east  wind,  by  which  their  miraculous  deliver- 
ance was  wrought,  and  also  to  receive  the  rays  of  the 
rising  sun ; and  as  that  tabernacle  was  an  exact  model 
for  King  Solomon's  temple,  therefore  all  lodges  should 
be  situated  due  east  and  west.98 


Note  95. — “Dr.  Oliver  assigns  the  following  reasons  why  the 
tabernacle  is  considered  as  the  type  of  a Mason’s  lodge  : ‘It  was 
an  oblong  square,  and  with  its  courts  and  appendages  it  repre- 
sented the  whole  habitable  globe.  Such  is  also  the  extent  of  our 
lodges.’  The  former  was  supported  by  pillars,  and  the  latter  is 
also  sustained  by  those  of  Wisdom,  Strength  and  Beauty.  They 
were  equally  situated  due  east  and  west.  * * * The  floor  of 

the  tabernacle  was  so  holy  that  the  priests  were  forbidden  to 
tread  upon  it  without  taking  off  their  shoes  ; the  floor  of  the  lodge 
is  holy  ground.’’ — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  59. 

Note  96. — “The  orientation  of  lodges,  or  their  position  due  east 
and  west,  is  derived  from  the  universal  custom  of  antiquity.  ‘The 
heathen  temples,’  says  Dudley,  ^ere  so  constructed  that  their 
length  was  directed  towards  the  east,  and  the  entrance  was  by  a 
portico  at  the  western  front,  where  the  altar  stood,  so  that  the 
votaries  approaching  for  the  performance  of  religious  rites  directed 
their  faces  towards  the  east,  the  quarter  of  sunrise.’  The  primi- 
tive reason  of  this  custom  undouotedly  is  to  be  found  in  the  early 
prevalence  of  sun  worship.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  60. 
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DEDICATION  OF  LODGES. 

Worshipful  Master — To  whom  were  lodges  in  ancient 
times  dedicated?97 

Candidate — To  King  Solomon. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  so? 

Candidate — Because  it  was  said  that  he  was  our  first 
Most  Excellent  Grand  Master,  or  he  was  the  first  of 
our  patron  saints. 

Worshipful  Master — To  whom  are  they  in  modern 
times  ? 

Candidate — To  St.  John  the  Baptist  and  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  who  were  eminent  patrons  of  Masonry; 

and  since  their  time  there  is  repre- 
sented in  every  regular  and  well- 
governed  lodge  a certain  point  with- 
in a circle,08  the  point  representing 
an  individual  brother,  the  circle  the 
boundary  line  of  his  conduct  to  God 
and  man,  beyond  which  he  is  never 
to  suffer  his  passions,  prejudices  or 
interests  to  betray  him  on  any  occa- 
sion. This  circle  is  embordered  by 
Circle.  two  perpendicular  parallel  lines  rep- 


Note  97. — “The  consecration  and  dedication  may  be  considered 
as  the  religious  formularies  which  give  a sacred  character  to  the 
lodge,  and  by  which  it  is  to  be  distinguished  from  a profane  asso- 
ciation, intended  only  for  the  cultivation  of  good  fellowship.” — 
Mackey’s  Jurisprudence,  page  293. 

Note  98. — "The  Phallus  was  an  imitation  of  the  male  genera- 
tive organ.  It  was  represented  usually  by  a column,  which  was 
surrounded  by  a circle  at  its  base,  intended  for  the  cteis,  or  female 
generative  organ.  This  union  of  the  Phallus  and  the  cteis,  which 
is  well  represented  by  the  point  within  the  circle,  was  intended 
by  the  ancients  as  a type  of  the  prolific  powers  of  nature,  which 
they  worshiped  under  the  united  form  of  the  active  or  male  prim 
ciple  and  the  passive  or  female  principle.  The  two  parallel  lines, 
which  in  the  modern  lectures  are  said  to  represent  St.  John  the 
Baptist  and  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  really  allude  to  particular 
periods  in  the  sun’s  annual  course.  The  Master  and  Wardens  are 
symbols  of  the  sun,  the  Lodge  of  the  universe  or  the  world  ; the 
point  also  is  the  symbol  of  the  same  sun,  and  the  surrounding 
circle  of  the  universe,  while  the  two  parallel  lines  really  point, 
not  to  two  saints,  but  to  the  two  northern  and  southern  limits  of 
the  sun’s  course.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  pages  62-63. 
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resenting  St.  John  the  Baptist  and  St.  John  the  Evan- 
gelist, who  were  perfect  parallels  in  Christianity  as  well 
as  in  Masonry;  and  upon  the  vertex  rests  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  which  point  out  the  whole  duty  of  man. 
In  going  round  this  circle  we  necessarily  touch  upon 
these  two  lines,  as  well  as  upon  the  Holy  Scriptures; 
and  while  a Mason  keeps  himself  thus  circumscribed, 
it  is  impossible  that  he  should  materially  err. 

BROTHERLY  LOVE,  RELIEF,  AND  TRUTH. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  the  tenets  of  your 
profession  ? 

Candidate — Brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  so? 

BROTHERLY  LOVE. 

Candidate — By  the  exercise  of  brotherly  love  we  are 
taught  to  regard  the  whole  human  species  as  one  family, 
the  high  and  low,  the  rich  and  poor;  who,  as  created 
by  one  Almighty  Parent,  and  inhabitants  of  the  same 
planet,  are  to  aid,  support,  and  protect  each  other.  On 
this  principle  Masonry  unites  men  of  every  country, 
sect  and  opinion,  and  conciliates  true  friendship  among 
those  who  might  otherwise  have  remained  at  a perpet- 
ual distance. 

RELIEF. 

To  relieve  the  distressed  is  a duty  incumbent  on  all 
men,  but  particularly  on  Masons,  who  are  linked  togeth- 
er by  an  indissoluble  chain  of  sincere  affection.  To 
soothe  the  unhappy,  to  sympathize  with  their  misfor- 
tunes, to  compassionate  their  miseries  and  to  restore 
peace  to  their  troubled  minds,  is  the  great  aim  we  have 
in  view.  On  this  basis  we  form  our  friendship’s  and 
establish  our  connections. 

TRUTH. 

Truth  is  a divine  attribute  and  the  foundation  of 
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every  virtue.  To  be  good  and  true  is  the  first  lesson 
we  are  taught  in  Masonry.  On  this  theme  we  contem- 
plate, and  by  its  dictates  endeavor  to  regulate  our  con- 
duct. Hence,  while  influenced  by  this  principle,  hy- 
pocrisy and  deceit  are  unknown  among  us ; sincerity  and 
plain-dealing  distinguish  us;  and  the  heart  and  tongue 
join  in  promoting  each  other’s  welfare  and  rejoice  in 
each  other’s  prosperity. 

POINTS  OF  ENTRANCE-" 

Worshipful  Master — Brother,  you  informed  me  that 
I should  know  you  by  certain  signs  and  tokens,  a word, 
and  the  points  of  your  entrance ; you  have  already  satis- 
fied me  as  to  the  signs,  token  and  word,  it  now  remains 
for  you  to  explain  to  me  the  points  of  your  entrance, 
how  many,  and  what  are  they? 

Candidate — They  are  four,  the  Guttural,  the  Pectoral, 
the  Manual,  and  the  Pedal ; which  allude  to  the  four 
cardinal  virtues,  temperance,  fortitude,  prudence  axid 
justice. 

TEMPERANCE. 

“Temperance  is  that  due  restraint  upon  our  affections 
and  passions  which  renders  the  body  tame  and  govern- 
able, and  frees  the  mind  from  the  allurements  of  vice. 
This  virtue  should  be  the  constant  practice  of  every 
Mason ; as  he  is  thereby  taught  to  avoid  excess,  or 
contracting  any  licentious  or  vicious  habits,  the  indul- 
gence of  which  might  lead  him  to  disclose  some  of  those 

Note  99. — “Points  of  Entrance.  Four  parts  of  the  human 
body  are  particularly  selected  in  the  lecture  of  Entered  Apprentice, 
as  perfect  points  of  entrance,  viz.  : the  throat,  breast,  hands  and 
feet.  These  are  explained  under  the  heads  Guttural,  Pectoral 
Manual  and  Pedal.  With  these  are  symbolically  associated  in  the- 
same  order  the  cardinal  virtues  of  Temperance,  Fortitude,  Prudence 
and  Justice.  The  ingenious  manner  in  which  these  essential  virtues 
are  fastened  as  it  were  upon  the  outward  frame  of  the  Mason  and 
by  the  most  eloquent  form  of  allegory,  impressed  upon  his  mind 
and  conscience,  forms  one  of  the  most  pleasing  subjects  of  con- 
templation in  the  Masonic  system.” — Morris ’ Dictionary,  Art . 
Points  of  Entrance. 
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valuable  secrets  which  he  has  promised  to  conceal  and 
never  reveal,  and  which  would  consequently  subject 
him  to  the  contempt  and  detestation  of  all  good  Ma- 
sons.” [Sick els' s Monitor , page  55],  if  not  to  the 
penalty100  of  his  obligation,  which  alludes  to  the  gut- 
tural. 


FORTITUDE. 

“Fortitude  is  that  noble  and  steady  purpose  of  the 
mind  whereby  we  are  enabled  to  undergo  any  pain,  peril 
or  danger,  when  prudentially  deemed  expedient.  This 
virtue  is  equally  distant  from  rashness  or  cowardice ; 
and  should  be  deeply  impressed  upon  the  mind  of 
every  Mason,  as  a safeguard  or  security  against  any 
illegal  attack  that  may  be  made,  by  force  or  otherwise, 
to  extort  from  him  any  of  those  valuable  secrets  with 
which  he  has  been  so  solemnly  intrusted,  and  which  were 
emblematically  represented  upon  his  first  admission 
into  the  lodge”  [Sick els’ s Monitor , page  53],  when  he 
was  received  on  the  point  of  a sharp  instrument 
piercing  his  naked  left  breast,  which  alludes  to  the  pec- 
toral. 

PRUDENCE. 

“Prudence  teaches  us  to  regulate  our  lives  and  ac- 

Note  100. — “Penalty.  The  ceremony  of  entering  Into  a cov- 
enant among  the  ancient  Hebrews  is  alluded  to  in  Jeremiah,  xxxiv., 
18.  It  was  usual  for  the  parties  covenanting  to  cut  a beast  in 
twain  and  pass  between  the  parts  thereof.  Jeremiah  also  relates 
the  penalties  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  people  for  a breach  of  their 
covenant.  An  English  writer.  Brother  Goodacre  (quoted  by  Dr. 
Oliver),  thus  fully  explains  the  whole  ceremony  of  making  the 
covenant.  The  allusion  will  not  escape  the  attentive  Mason. 
‘After  an  animal  had  been  selected  his  throat  was  cut  across 
[Entered  Apprentice’s  penalty]  with  a single  blow,  so  as  to  divide 
the  windpipe,  arteries  and  veins,  without  touching  any  bone.  The 
next  ceremony  was  to  tear  the  breast  open  and  pluck  out  the  heart 
[Fellow  Craft’s  penalty],  and  if  there  were  the  least  imperfec- 
tion, the  body  would  be  considered  unclean.  The  animal  was  then 
divided  into  two  parts  and  placed  north  and  south  [Master  Ma- 
son’s penalty],  that  the  parties  to  the  covenant  might  pass  be- 
tween them  from  east  to  west ; and  the  carcass  was  then  left  as 
a prey  to  voracious  animals.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Penalty. 
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tions  agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  reason,  and  is 
that  habit  by  which  we  wisely  judge  and  prudentially 
determine  on  all  things  relative  to  our  present  as  well 
as  to  our  future  happiness.  This  virtue  should  be  the 
peculiar  characteristic  of  every  Mason,  not  only  for  the 
government  of  his  conduct  while  in  the  lodge,  but  also 
when  abroad  in  the  world.  It  should  be  particularly 
attended  to  in  all  strange  and  mixed  companies,  never 
to  let  fall  the  least  sign,  token  or  word,  whereby  the 
secrets  of  Masonry  might  be  unlawfully  obtained” 
[Sickels's  Monitor , page  5^],  ever  bearing  in  mind  your 
solemn  engagements,  when  kneeling  at  the  altar  on 
your  naked  left  knee,  your  left  hand  supporting  the 
Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass,  your  right  resting 
thereon,  which  alludes  to  the  manual. 

JUSTICE. 

“ Justice  is  that  standard  or  boundary  of  right  which 
enables  us  to  render  to  every  man  his  just  due  without 
distinction.  This  virtue  is  not  only  consistent  with 
divine  and  human  laws,  but  is  the  very  cement  and  sup- 
port of  civil  society;  and  as  justice  in  a great  measure 
constitutes  the  really  good  man,  so  should  it  be  the  in- 
variable practice  of  every  Mason  never  to  deviate  from 
the  minutest  principles  thereof”  [Sick els* s Monitor , 
page  5 5],  by  remembering  the  charge  you  received 
when  standing  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  lodge, 
your  feet  forming  a right  angle,  which  alludes  to  the 
pedal. 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  Entered  Apprentices 
serve  their  masters  in  ancient  times,  and  how  should 
they  in  modern  ? 
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Candidate — With  freedom,  fervency  and  zeal.101 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  they  represented? 

Candidate — By  chalk,  charcoal,  and  clay. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  they  said  to  repre- 
sent them? 

Candidate — Because  it  was  said  there  was  nothing 
more  free  than  chalk,  which,  upon  the  slightest  touch, 
leaves  a trace  behind;  nothing  more  fervent  than  char- 
coal, to  which,  when  well  lighted,  the  most  obdurate 
metals  will  yield;  nothing  more  zealous  than  clay,  or 
our  mother  earth,  which  is  continually  employed  for 
man’s  use,  and  is  as  continually  reminding  us  that  as 
- from  it  we  came,  so  to  it  we  must  all  soon  return. 

Worshipful  Master — This,  my  brother,  closes  the  first 
or  Entered  Apprentice  degree  in  Masonry,  and  nothing 
now  remains  but  to  give  you  the  charge  which  has  been 
delivered  to  all  Masons  from  time  immemorial. 

CHARGE  TO  CANDIDATE — ENTERED  APPRENTICE  DEGREE. 

“Brother  , as  you  are  now  introduced  into  the 

first  principles  of  Masonry,  I congratulate  you  on 
being  accepted  into  this  ancient  and  honorable  order; 
ancient,  as  having  subsisted  from  time  immemorial; 
and  honorable,  as  tending  in  every  particular  so  to  ren- 
der all  men  who  will  be  conformable  to  its  precepts. 
No  institution  was  ever  raised  on  a better  principle  or 
more  solid  foundation;  nor  were  ever  more  excellent 
rules  and  useful  maxims  laid  down  than  are  inculcated 

Note  101. — “As  an  encouragement  and  example  to  the  candi- 
date, he  is  reminded  that  our  ancient  brethren  served  their  mas- 
ters with  freedom,  fervency  and  zeal,  which  qualities  are  symbol- 
ically illustrated,  and  the  lecture  closes  with  an  appropriate 
reflection  on  the  certainty  of  death.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  67. 
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in  the  several  Masonic  lectures.  The  greatest  and  best 
of  men  in  all  ages  have  been  enc-ouragers  and  promoters 
of  the  art,  and  have  never  deemed  it  derogatory  to  their 
dignity  to  level  themselves  with  the  fraternity,  extend 
their  privileges  and  patronize  their  assemblies.  There 
are  three  great  duties  which  as  a Mason,  you  are 
charged  to  inculcate — to  God,  your  neighbor,  and  your- 
self. To  God,  in  never  mentioning  his  name  but  with 
that  reverential  awe  which  is  due  from  a creature  to  his 
Creator;  to  implore  his  aid  in  all  your  laudable  under- 
takings, and  to  esteem  him  as  the  chief  good.  To  your 
neighbor,  in  acting  upon  the  square,  and  doing  unto 
him  as  you  wish  he  should  do  unto  you;  and  to  your- 
self, in  avoiding  all  irregularity  and  intemperance  which 
may  impair  your  faculties  or  debase  the  dignity  of  your 
profession.  A zealous  attachment  to  these  duties  will 
insure  public  and  private  esteem. 

“In  the  state  you  are  to  be  a quiet  and  peaceful  sub- 
ject, true  to  your  government  and  just  to  your  country; 
you  are  not  to  countenance  disloyalty  or  rebellion102 
but  patiently  submit  to  legal  authority,  and  conform 
with  cheerfulness  to  the  government  of  the  country  in 
which  you  live.  In  your  outward  demeanor  be  partic- 
ularly careful  to  avoid  censure  or  reproach. 

“Although  your  frequent  appearance  at  our  regular 
meetings  is  earnestly  solicited,  yet  it  is  not  meant  that 
Masonry  should  interfere  with  your  necessary  vocations, 

Note  102. — “Treason  and  rebellion  also,  because  they  are  alto- 
gether political  offenses,  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the  lodge, 
and  although  a Mason  may  be  convicted  of  either  of  those  acts 
in  the  courts  of  his  country,  he  cannot  be  Masonically  punished; 
and  notwithstanding  his  treason  or  rebellion,  h s relation  to  the 
lodge,  to  use  the  language  of  the  old  charges,  remains  indefeasi- 
ble.”— Mackey's  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  page  510. 
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for  these  are  on  no  account  to  be  neglected ; neither  are 
you  to  suffer  your  zeal  for  the  institution  to  lead  you 
into  arguments  with  those  who,  through  ignorance,  may 
ridicule  it.  At  your  leisure  hours,  that  you  may  im- 
prove in  Masonic  knowledge,  you  are  to  converse  with 
well-informed  brethren,  who  will  be  always  as  ready  to 
give  as  you  will  be  ready  to  receive  instruction. 

“Finally,  keep  sacred  and  inviolable  the  mysteries  of 
the  order;  as  these  are  to  distinguish  you  from  the  rest 
of  the  community  and  mark  your  consequence  among 
Masons.  If,  in  the  circle  of  your  acquaintance,  you 
find  a person  desirous  of  being  initiated  into  Masonry, 
be  particularly  attentive  not  to  recommend  him,  unless 
you  are  convinced  he  will  conform  to  our  rules;  that 
the  honor,  glory,  and  reputation  of  the  institution  may 
be  firmly  established,  and  the  world  at  large  convinced 
of  its  good  effects.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  68. 

[Unless  there  is  “work”  on  some  other  degree  at  this 
communication  the  lodge  is  now  closed,  as  shown  in  the 
next  chapter.  If  there  is  work  on  some  other  degree 
the  lodge  is  “raised”  to  that  degree.] 
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Doubt  of  the  Truth  of  the  Revelation!  Its  Verification  Easy 
to  Studious  Person. — No  Honest  Lodge  Men  Now  Dispute  It. — 
Free  Masonry  a System  of  Lies. — Free  Masonry  a Modern  Sys- 
tem.— Free  Masonry  Condemned  by  the  Greatest  and  Best  Men 
of  All  Ages  since  it  Came  to  Exist. — The  Two  Saints  John  not 
Masons. — Masonry  not  200  Years  Old. — Why  Should  Such  Lies 
be  Told? — The  Gods  of  Free  Masonry  Made  of  Wood  and  Iron. — 
Free  Masonry  a Religion  for  Murderers. — Free  Masonry  Neces- 
sarily a Christless  Religion. 

It  will  be  easy  for  the  reader  who  cares  to  do  so  to 
verify  the  ritual  as  I did  by  actual  test  with  a man 
known  to  be  a Mason;  but  even  this  confirmation  is 
scarcely  necessary  in  view  of  the  testimony  of  the 
Masonic  authorities  which  are  quoted  in  this  book. 
As  has  been  remarked  heretofore,  one  will  find  in 
the  notes  subjoined  to  the  ritual  of  each  degree  satis- 
factory proof  of  the  truth  of  the  revelations  made. 
For  better  or  for  worse,  Free  Masonry  must  stand 
on  its  ritual.  This  is  what  it  is,  and  is  what  it  has 
been  since  it  was  a perfected  system.  If  this  revela- 
tion makes  it  appear  unchristian  and  obnoxious,  so 
It  is.  If  it  is  to  be  justified  in  the  forum  of  reason 
and  conscience,  it  must  be  justified  on  this  basis. 

A SYSTEM  OF  FALSEHOOD 

One  who  knows  that  Free  Masonry  is  a heathen 
religion,  and  that  Satan  is  the  god  of  all  such  sys- 
tems, will  not  be  surprised  to  find  it  so  full  of  lying 
as  it  is.  I remember  when  a minister  of  Cincinnati, 
who  went  about  with  his  hair  hanging  on  his  shoul- 
ders, who  was  an  eminent  Free  Mason  and  who  was 
not  long  after  dismissed  from  the  ministry  for  im- 
moral living,  said  to  Dr.  Aydelotte:  “What  is  the 
matter  with  Masonry  anyway?”  That  God  fearing, 
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earnest  old  man  replied:  “The  matter  with  Free 

Masonry  is  that  it  is  a lie  all  over.”  The  lying 
begins  in  the  anteroom  before  the  candidate  knows 
the  lodge  at  all.  He  is  required  there  to  affirm  that 
he  seeks  admission  into  the  Masonic  lodge,  not  for 
the  sake  of  personal  gain,  but  because  he  has  so  high 
an  opinion  of  the  order,  and  desires  to  be  useful  to 
his  fellow  men.  It  is  not  impossible  that  one  man 
in  ten  thousand  who  becomes  a Free  Mason  might  be 
able  to  make  this  statement  truthfully;  but  every 
one  who  has  studied  the  system  at  all  knows  that  the 
average  lodge  man  joins  the  order  because  of  what 
he  hopes  to  get  out  of  it.  The  arguments  used  to 
induce  men  to  join  all  prove  that  this  is  true.  The 
Mason  will  obtain  help  if  he  is  among  strangers;  if 
he  is  sick;  if  he  is  out  of  work;  if  he  is  in  the  army; 
if  he  is  in  danger  from  the  courts. 

ANTIQUITY  OF  THE  ORDER 

It  is  strange  that  Masons  so  continually  insist  on 
the  antiquity  of  the  order.  All  of  them  who  are 
fairly  well  informed  know  that  the  order  is  not 
ancient  but  modern.  This  in  itself  is  no  discredit. 
A modern  organization  may  be  just  as  worthy  as  an 
ancient  one.  In  fact  it  may  be  more  so.  There  is 
nothing  in  age  to  sanctify  folly  and  crime.  If  Free 
Masonry  were  born  yesterday  it  might  deserve  the 
approbation  of  every  decent  man;  if  it  were  as  old 
as  the  devil  that  fact  alone  would  not  prove  it  to  be 
any  better  than  he.  But  for  an  organization  which 
has  existed  for  less  than  200  years  to  be  continually 
seeking  to  deceive  men  into  the  opinion  that  it  has 
existed  from  the  time  of  Solomon,  or  from  the  time 
of  Adam,  shows  that  the  organization  is  essentially 
rotten. 

The  entered  apprentice  when  he  receives  the  charge 
of  that  degree  is  congratulated  on  being  admitted  into 
so  ancient  and  honorable  an  order.  “Ancient,”  says 
the  charge,  “as  having  existed  from  time  imme- 
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morial,”  yet  the  Master  who  gives  that  charge,  if  he 
has  studied  the  history  of  the  order,  knows  that 
speculative  Free  Masonry  originated  in  a London 
tavern  in  1717 ; yet  knowing  the  fact,  or  being  re- 
sponsible for  not  knowing  it,  the  Masters  of  lodges 
throughout  the  world  continue  to  repeat  this  ridicul- 
ous, time-worn  lie. 

GREAT  AND  GOOD  MEN 

Every  thoughtful  man  and  every  Christian  man 
who  has  read  this  ritual  knows  without  examining  the 
facts  that  great  and  good  men  do  not  approve  of  such 
a thing.  Great  men  could  never  tolerate  such  a 
wearisome  repetition  of  nonsensical  questions  and 
answers  as  are  involved  in  every  one  of  the  degrees, 
from  this  one  which  we  are  studying  to  the  end;  and 
good  men  never  could  approve  of  some  of  the  obliga 
tions  which  are  assumed.  Sane  men  do  not  swear  to 
conceal  secrets  which  are  not  yet  revealed  to  them. 
Good  men  who  are  about  to  take  an  oath  require  to 
know  what  it  is  before  they  take  it.  This  is  common 
sense  as  well  as  Christian  duty.  Good  men  do  not 
knowingly  swear  obedience  to  laws,  rules  and  regula- 
tions which  are  unrevealed,  as  they  do  not  promise  to 
conceal  what  the}7  do  not  know,  so  they  do  not  promise 
to  do  what  they  do  not  know.  Good  men  swear  in 
truth  and  judgment.  Persons  who  swear  otherwise 
may  be  blind,  if  converted,  Christians,  but  they  cer- 
tainly have  no  title  to  be  enrolled  among  the  greatest 
and  best  of  men.  Good  men  do  not  swear  under 
penalties  like  that  one  which  is  found  in  the  Entered 
Apprentice  degree.  Good  men  do  not  generally  swear 
under  any  penalties  at  all  except  when  they  are  called 
into  courts.  The  only  penalty  which  a good  man 
requires  in  order  that  he  should  be  true  to  his  oath, 
which  he  has  taken  is  the  penalty  which  God  would 
inflict  upon  the  false  swearer;  and  good  men  do  not 
aid  in  imposing  upon  others  obligations  and  penalties 
which  they  would  not  assume  themselves.  So  much 


GREAT  AND  GOOD  MEN  DO  NOT  ENDORSE  IT.  153 

for  the  apriori  argument.  The  argument  from  the 
history  of  the  order  is  equally  strong.  Every  great 
and  good  man  who  has  ever  pronounced  on  this  sub- 
ject at  all  has  pronounced  against  and  not  in  favor 
of  Free  Masonry.  Obviously  this  must  be  true.  His- 
torically it  is  true. 

The  Master  tells  the  candidate  that  the  order  has 
been  approved  by  the  greatest  and  best  of  men;  but 
he  does  not  name  the  men,  and  when  a Mason  is 
forced  to  give  proof,  he  generally  must  content  him- 
self with  saying  that  A.,  B.  and  C.,  great  and  good 
men,  have  been  members  of  the  order.  This  fact,  even 
if  admitted,  and  it  cannot  be  so,  would  not  prove  his 
statement.  What  he  needs  to  do  is  to  furnish  the 
testimony  of  these  great  and  good  men  that  having 
become  members  of  the  Masonic  order  they  have  found 
it  to  be  an  organization  worthy  of  the  confidence  and 
support  of  worthy  men.  This  they  are  utterly  unable 
to  do.  While  the  testimony  of  individuals  like  John 
Wesley,  Charles  G.  Finney  and  Dwight  L.  Moody, 
* John  Adams,  John  Quincy  Adams  and  William  H. 
Seward,  the  laws  of  about  twenty  Christian  denomina- 
tions which  absolutely  refuse  to  receive  Free  Masons 
into  their  communion  at  all ; all  these  go  to  show  that 
good  men  and  strong  men  when  they  have  spoken  on 
this  subject  at  all,  have  spoken  against  and  not  in 
favor  of  Free  Masonry.  Yet  the  candidates  who  will 
be  initiated  this  year  into  the  Masonic  lodge  will  be 
told,  just  as  those  who  were  initiated  last  year,  that 
the  greatest  and  best  men  of  all  ages  have  been  friends 
and  promoters  of  the  Masonic  organization. 

THE  TWO  SAINTS  JOHN 

It  seems  almost  foolish  to  multiply  instances  when 
those  already  mentioned  are  decisive,  but  I test  the 
patience  of  the  reader  with  one  more.  Entered  ap- 
prentice Masons  are  clearly  taught  that  there  was  in 
Jerusalem  a lodge  dedicated  to  the  Saints  John.  As 
the  order  is  said  to  have  originated  at  the  building 
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of  Solomon’s  temple,  so  it  is  stated  that  in  later  years 
there  was  a lodge  in  that  city  dedicated  to  the  two 
great  men  above  referred  to.  They  are  declared  to 
have  been  perfect  parallels  in  Masonry,  as  well  as  in 
Christianity.  Why  such  a falsehood  should  be  con- 
tinually iterated  in  our  time  is  an  incomprehensible 
mystery.  When  this  ritual  was  made  up  by  the  men 
who  met  at  the  Apple  Tree  Tavern  in  London  there 
was  perhaps  some  excuse  for  it.  The  Bible  was  com- 
paratively unknown,  though  it  had  been  printed  for 
200  years,  it  had  not  become  the  world-wide  book 
which  it  is  today.  The  men  themselves  were  probably 
a mixture  of  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  persons  such 
as  like  to  meet  in  a tavern  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
convivial  time.  One  could  pardon  men  of  that  kind 
and  of  that  age  for  such  a blundering  falsehood,  but 
there  is  no  excuse  for  its  repetition.  The  wondering 
reader  may  ask  why  such  obvious  falsehoods  are  con- 
tinuously repeated;  why  the  organization  does  not 
revise  its  ritual  to  correspond  with  the  facts  in  the 
case ; the  answer  must  be  that  having  told  the-  false- 
hood so  many  times  the  order  feels  committed  to  stay 
by  it.  It  presumes,  probably  safely  enough,  on  the 
ignorance  or  the  indifference  of  most  of  its  initiates 
and  on  the  ignorance  or  indifference  of  a large  share 
of  the  general  public,  and  thus  the  falsehood  is  per- 
petuated. 

GODS  OF  WOOD  AND  STONE 

Free  Masons  sometimes  object  to  the  statement  that 
their  organization  is  an  idolatrous  religion,  and  say, 
if  we  are  idolaters,  where  are  our  gods?  The  answer 
to  one  who  has  read  the  ritual  of  this  degree  is  obvi- 
ous. When  the  entered  apprentice  has  gotten  through 
with  his  stripping  and  haltering  and  praying  and 
swearing  he  is  presented  with  the  working  tools  of  his 
degree.  These  are  declared  to  be  the  24-inch  gauge 
and  the  common  gavel  or  stone  hammer.  He  is  told 
that  “operative  masons  use  these  implements  for  the 
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purposes  of  their  work : the  gauge  to  measure  and  lay 
out,  the  gavel  to  break  off  the  corners  of  rough  stones, 
thus  fitting  them  for  the  builder’s  use.”  But,  the 
Master  continues,  “we,  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
are  taught  to  use  them  for  more  noble  and  glorious 
purposes.  By  the  gauge  we  are  taught  how  to  divide 
our  time,  finding  eight  hours  for  the  service  of  God, 
eight  hours  for  our  usual  vocations  and  eight  hours  for 
refreshment  and  sleep.  The  common  gavel  is  to  be 
used  by  the  speculative  mason  to  break  off  the  rough 
corners,  the  vices  and  superfluities  of  this  life,  thus 
fitting  himself  for  a living  stone  in  the  temple  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.  The  square 
teaches  him  to  act  honestly.  The  level  teaches  him 
humility  and  the  plumb  to  walk  uprightly  before 
men.  Now  if  these  working  tools  composed  of  wood  or 
iron  or  both  actually  do  this  thing  which  he  declares, 
then  they  enable  him  to  live  righteously  in  this  present 
life,  and  assure  him  of  an  entrance  into  heaven  at  the 
close  of  it.  What  more  does  the  Christian  system,  or 
any  religious  system  propose  to  do  than  this?  If  the 
objector  still  replies,  “Well,  but  no  Mason  believes  that 
the  gavel  and  the  gauge  help  him  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind;  he  takes  that  as  mere  talk  and  does  not 
expect  it  as  in  any  sense  of  the  word  a repetition 
of  the  facts  in  the  case.”  The  reply  must  be  that 
we  are  not  here  asking  what  individual  Free  Masons 
think  about  the  system  of  which  they  are  members. 
Some  of  them  probably  believe  it  to  be  true,  and 
others  of  them  probably  know  it  to  be  false.  But 
our  question  is  as  to  the  system  itself  standing  before 
men  and  making  its  claims.  One  who  reads  the  words 
and  knows  what  they  mean  can  clearly  see  that  the 
gavel  and  the  gauge  and  the  square,  the  level  and 
the  plumb  are  as  truly  gods  in  Free  Masonry  as 
Jehovah  is  God  for  the  Christian.  The  Christian 
relies  upon  God  and  His  Word  for  direction  as  to 
the  use  of  his  time,  as  to  the  method  of  obtaining  a 
perfect  character  and  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
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entrance  to  the  world  of  peace  and  happiness  here- 
after is  to  be  obtained.  The  Masonic  lodge  is  a 
different  system,  entirely  different,  and  if  the  Masonic 
system  is  true  the  Christian  system  is  false.  If  the 
Christian  system  is  true  the  Masonic  system  is  a lie. 

Another  characteristic  of  Masonic  idolatry,  which 
is  also  common  to  all  other  idolatrous  religions,  is  the 
tendency  toward  murder.  The  reader  will  remember 
that  when  the  candidate  first  entered  the  lodge  he 
was  received  on  the  point  of  the  compass  pressing 
his  naked  left  breast,  and  was  told  that  as  that  sharp 
pointed  instrument  was  a torture  to  his  body,  so  the 
recollection  thereof  would  be  to  his  soul  should  he 
ever  violate  the  obligation  which  he  was  to  assume. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  obligation,  was  on  his  knee 
before  the  altar,  was  holding  the  Bible  between  his 
hands,  was  blinded  to  all  those  about  him,  he  was 
caused  to  swear  under  penalty  of  having  his  throat 
cut  across,  his  tongue  torn  out  by  the  roots  and  buried 
in  the  rough  sands  of  the  sea.  Masons  say  that  these 
were  simply  intended  to  scare,  and  that  they  did  not 
in  any  wise  call  for  or  conduct  to  murder;  but  why 
should  they  scare  if  they  are  never  to  be  wrought  out 
into  act?  Certainly  if  the  candidate  understood  that 
they  mean  nothing  they  would  not  alarm  him.  The 
reason  that  they  do  their  work  is  because  the  candi- 
date fears  that  they  might  be  carried  into  effect,  so 
when  he  thinks  of  breaking  away  from  the  order,  of 
asserting  his  independence  as  a man  and  doing  his 
duty  as  a Christian,  he  remembers  about  the  compass 
and  about  the  penalty  of  the  oath,  and  unless  he  is  a 
man  who  fears  God  more  than  he  does  created  beings, 
he  stops.  Anyone  who  has  ever  conversed  with  Free 
Masons  who  were  disgusted  with  the  organization  and 
were  practically  separated  from  it,  but  who  yet  hesi- 
tated to  openly  renounce  it,  will  understand  the 
reason  for  their  hesitation.  In  Africa,  in  Egypt,  in 
India  as  in  the  United  States,  religions  of  the  Masonic 
sort  all  involve  the  pretense  or  the  threat  of  murder. 
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Just  as  Satan,  the  god  of  lodgism,  is  a liar,  so  also  is 
he  a murderer,  and  he  wishes  his  worshipers  to  be 
afraid.  As  the  God  of  the  Christian  rules  by  love,  so 
Satan  rules  his  subjects  by  terror. 

HATRED  OF  CHRIST 

Another  fact  which  is  clearly  revealed  in  the  cere- 
monies of  this  first  degree  is  the  lodge  hatred  of 
Jesus  Christ.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end  the 
Savior  is  steadily  ignored.  Minister,  elder,  gam- 
bler, drunkard,  Sabbath  breaker,  profane  swearer 
all  alike  in  the  anteroom  make  their  religious  con- 
fession of  faith.  “Do  you  believe  in  God?”  each 
one  is  asked  and  each  one  replies  “I  do,”  and  when 
they  have  passed  inside  and  are  “caused  to  kneel  for 
the  benefit  of  prayer,”  the  prayer  which  is  recited 
for  them  is  a Christless  prayer.  Not  infrequently  it 
is  offered  by  a disreputable,  godless,  wicked  man. 

As  the  confession  of  faith  is  Christless  and  the 
prayers  are  Christless,  so  also  are  the  moral  teach- 
ings of  this  degree.  This  fact,  with  all  its  terrible 
implications,  should  be  borne  in  mind  throughout 
the  entire  study  of  this  system.  It  is  a Christ  re- 
jecting order,  and  persons  who  sustain  it  sustain  it 
either  ignorantly  or  unknowingly  as  a Christ  reject- 
ing order.  How  can  a Christian  man,  how  can,  above 
all,  a Christian  minister  have  fellowship  with  such 
an  organization?  It  seems  that  the  summit  of  this 
blasphemy  is  reached  in  the  charge  to  the  entered 
apprentice  who  is  there  told  that  “no  institution  was 
ever  raised  on  a better  foundation.”  No  exceptions 
are  made.  The  family,  the  state,  the  church,  all  are 
shut  out  or  relegated  to  a secondary  position  by  this 
portion  of  the  charge.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  in  all 
the  world  at  this  time  there  is  no  one  organization  so 
hostile  to  the  Christian  church  and  making  such 
headway  against  it  as  the  Masonic  lodge,  and  the 
organizations  of  like  spirit  and  character  which  have 
sprung  from  it.  They  take  Christian  communities, 
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where  the  vile  and  loathsome  rites  of  ordinary 
heathenism  would  be  rejected.  They  come  in  under 
the  pretense  of  fraternalism,  kindly  companionship, 
relief  of  suffering  and  security  for  wives  and  chil- 
dren and  then  introduce  the  candidate  who  has  been 
thus  attracted  to  the  sort  of  thing  which  you  have 
found  in  the  ritual  of  the  degree. 


CHAPTER  X. 

First,  or  Entered  Apprentice's  Degree. 

CLOSING  CEREMONIES. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  the  last 
and  great  care  of  Masons  when  convened  ? 

Junior  Deacon — To  see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled, 
Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — You  will  attend  to  that  part  of 
your  duty;  and  inform  the  Tyler  that  I am  about  to 
close  this  lodge  of  Entered  Apprentices.  [Junior  Dea- 
con obeys  the  order.] 

Junior  Deacon — The  Tyler  is  informed,  Worshipful, 
and  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

Worshipful  Master — How  tyled,  brother  Junior  Dea- 
con? 

Junior  Deacon — By  a brother  Master  Mason  without 
the  door,  armed  with  the  proper  Masonic  implement  of 
his  office. 

Worshipful  Master-^-TLis  duties  there? 

Junior  Deacon — To  keep  off  all  cowans  and  eaves- 
droppers, and  see  that  none  pass  or  repass  but  such  as 
are  duly  qualified  and  have  the  Worshipful  Master’s 
permission. 

Worshipful  Master — Thank  you. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, from  whence  came  you  ? 

Senior  Warden — From  a lodge  of  Saint  Johns  of 

J erusalem. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  came  you  here  to  do  ? 

Senior  Warden — To  learn  to  subdue  my  passions  and 
improve  myself  in  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — Then  I presume  you  are  a Ma- 
son? 

Senior  Warden — I am  so  taken  and  accepted  amongst 
brothers  and  fellows. 

Worshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Mason? 

Senior  Warden — My  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Ma- 
son? 

Senior  Warden — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of 
Masons. 

Worshipful  Master — What  number  constitutes  a lodge 
of  Masons  ? 

Senior  Warden — Seven  or  more,  consisting  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens,  Treas- 
urer, Secretary,  Senior  and  Junior  Deacons. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Deacon’s  place  in 
the  lodge  ? 

Senior  Warden — On  the  right  of  the  Senior  Warden 
in  the  west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (two  raps,  officers  all  arise)  — 
Brother  Junior  Deacon,  your  duties  there? 

Junior  Beacon — To  carry  orders  from  the  Senior 
Warden  in  the  west  to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south, 
and  elsewhere  around  the  lodge  as  may  be  required, 
and  see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Senior  Deacon’s  place  in 
the  lodge  ? 
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Junior  Deacon— On  the  right  of  the  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east.  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  your  du- 
ties there? 

Senior  Deacon — To  carry  orders  from  the  Worship- 
ful Master  in  the  east  to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the 
west,  and  elsewhere  around  the  lodge  as  he  may  direct; 
to  introduce  and  accommodate  visiting  brethren,  and 
receive  and  conduct  candidates. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Secretary’s  place  in  the 
lodge  ? 

Senior  Deacon — On  the  left  of  the  Worshipful  Master 
in  the  east,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  your  duties 
there  ? 

Secretary — To  observe  the  Worshipful  Master’s  will 
and  pleasure  in  recording  the  proceedings  of  this  lodge ; 
transmit  a copy  of  the  same  to  the  CJrand  Lodge  if  re- 
quired; receive  all  moneys  paid  into  the  lodge,  pay 
them  over  to  the  Treasurer,  taking  his  receipt  therefor. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Treasurer’s  place  in  the 
lodge  ? 

Secretary — On  the  right  of  the  Worshipful  Master 
in  the  east,  Worshipful. 

W or  shipful  Master — Brother  Treasurer,  your  duties 
there  ? 

Treasurer — To  receive  all  moneys  paid  into  the  lodge 
from  the  hands  of  the  Secretary;  to  keep  a just  and  reg- 
ular account  of  the  same,  and  pay  them  out  again  by 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  and  the  consent  of  the 
lodge. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Warden’s  station  in 
the  lodge  ? 

Treasurer — In  the  south.  Worshipful. 
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Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Warden,  why 
in  the  south,  and  your  duties  there?  [See  Appendix: 
Note  &.] 

Junior  Warden — As  the  sun  in  the  south  at  high 
meridian  is  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  da}7,  so  stands 
the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  to  call  the  craft  from 
labor  to  refreshment,  and  superintend  them  during  the 
hours  thereof,  see  that  none  convert  the  means  of  re- 
freshment103 into  intemperance  or  excess;  call  them  to 
labor  again  by  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the 
east,  that  he  may  have  pleasure  and  they  profit  thereby. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Senior  Warden’s  station 
in  the  lodge  ? 

Junior  Warden — In  the  west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  why 
in  the  west,  and  your  duties  there?  [See  Appendix; 
Note  b .] 

Senior  Warden — As  the  sun  in  the  west  at  the  close 
of  day,  so  stands  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  to 
assist  the  Worshipful  Master  in  opening  and  closing 
his  lodge;  pay  the  craft  their  wages,104  if  any  be  due,  see 
that  none  go  away  dissatisfied  if  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent, harmony  being  the  strength  and  support  of  all 
institutions,  more  especially  this  of  ours. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Worshipful  Master’s  station 
in  the  lodge  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  east,  Worshipful. 

Note  103. — “By  the  term  refreshment  is  symbolically  implied 
the  social  hour  at  high  xii.,  when  the  members  of  the  lodge  are 
placed  under  charge  of  the  Junior  Warden,  who  is  strictly  enjoined 
to  see  that  they  do  not  convert  the  purposes  of  refreshment  into 
intemperance  and  excess.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Refreshment. 

Note  104. — “The  wages  of  a Freemason  are  light  and  knowl- 
edge. TVhatever  may  be  the  representative  of  his  wages  it  resolves 
itself  into  this.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Wages. 
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Worshipful  Master — Why  in  the  east,  and  his  duties 
there?  [See  Appendix;  Note  &.] 

Senior  Warden — As  the  sun  rises  in  the  east  to  open 
and  govern  the  day,  so  rises  the  Worshipful  Master  in 
the  East  (Worshipful  Master  rises)  to  open  and  govern 
his  lodge;  set  the  craft  to  work,  and  give  them  proper 
instructions. 

Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  all  rise) — Brother 
Senior  Warden,  it  is  my  order  that  this  lodge  be  now 
closed  and  stand  closed  until  our  next  regular  commu- 
nication, unless  especially  convened;  in  the  mean  time 
it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  every  brother  will  demean 
himself  as  a man  and  a Mason;  this  you  will  announce 
to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  and  he  to  the 
brethren  around  the  lodge,  that  they  having  due  and 
timely  notice,  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Junior  Warden,  it  is  the 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  that  this 
lodge  be  now  closed  and  stand  closed  until  our  next 
regular  communication,  unless  especially  convened;  in 
the  mean  time  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  every 
brother  will  demean  himself  as  a man  and  a Mason; 
this  you  will  announce  to  the  brethren  around  the 
lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and  timely  notice,  may 
govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Junior  Warden — Brethren^  you  have  heard  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  as  communicated 
to  me  through  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west  ; agree- 
able to  that  order  so  let  it  be  done. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  together  on  the  signs 
for  closing  this  lodge  of  Entered  Apprentices. 

[The  due-guard  and  sign  of  an  Entered  Apprentice 
are  now  given  by  all  in  concert,  when  the  Worshipful 
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Master  gives  one  rap,  followed  by  the  Senior  and  then 
the  Junior  Warden  each  with  one.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  how 
should  Masons  meet  ? 

Senior  Warden  (pointing  to  his  jewel,  a level)— Upon 
the  level. 

Worshipful  Master — How  act,  brother  Junior  War- 
den? 

Junior  Warden  (pointing  to  his  jewel,  a plumb) — By 
the  plumb. 

Worshipful  Master  (pointing  to  his  jewel,  a square) 
— And  part  upon  the  square.  So,  my  brethren,  may  we 
ever  meet,  act,  and  part  [removes  his  hat].  May  the 
blessing  of  heaven  rest  upon  us  and  all  regular  Masons. 
May  brotherly  love  prevail,  and  every  moral  and  social 
virtue  cement  us.  Amen. 

Members — So  mote  it  be. 

Worshipful  Master— I now  declare  this  lodge  [or 
Lodge No.  — ] duly  closed. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  inform 
the  Tyler.  [Junior  Deacon  informs  the  Tyler  in  the 
usual  manner.] 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  all  disperse) — Brother 
Senior  Deacon,  take  charge  of  the  altar.  [Senior  Dea- 
con closes  the  Bible  and  places  the  square  and  compass 
on  it;  (sometimes  leaves  them  in  the  Bible)  ; the  officers 
take  off  their  jewels  and  the  members  their  aprons, 
which  are  collected  and  locked  up  by  the  Tyler.  Some- 
times the  closing  ceremonies  are  considerably  abbrevi- 
ated.] 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Second,  or  Fellow  Craft's105  Degree, 
initiation. 

[The  full  ceremony  of 
opening  a lodge  of  Fel- 
low Crafts  is  given  in 
Chapter  VI.  Supposing 
the  lodge  to  now  be  open- 
ed on  the  first  degree,  if 
there  is  “work”  on  the 
second,  the  lodge  is  “rais- 

Altar  Arranged  for  Fellow  Craft  _ „ , 

Degree.  ed  to  the  degree  of  bel- 

low Craft  by  the  following  ceremonies :] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  are  you 
sure  that  all  present  are  Fellow  Crafts? 

Senior  Warden — I am  not  sure  that  all  present  are 
Fellow  Crafts,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — All  those  below  the  degree  of 
Fellow  Craft  will  please  retire.  [Entered  Apprentices 
step  to  the  altar,  make  the  sign  of  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice, and  retire.] 

Senior  Warden  (after  seeing  that  the  Entered  Ap- 
prentices have  all  retired) — I am  now  sure,  Worship- 
ful, that  all  present  are  Fellow  Crafts. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is 
my  order  that  we  now  dispense  with  labor  on  the  first 
degree  and  resume  on  the  second  for  work ; this  you 

Note  105. — “Fellow  Craft.  This  is  the  second  degree  in  all 
Masonic  systems  worked  in  the  United  States.  Its.  local  allusions 
are  to  the  M ddle  Chamber  of  King  Solomon’s  Temple,  I Kings, 
vi.  8.  as  those  of  the  Entered  Apprentice  are  to  the  Ground  Floor 
or  Checkered  Pavement.’’ — - Morris ’ Dictionary . Art.  Fellow  Craft. 

“Fellow  Craft.  The  second  degree  of  ancient  craft  Masonry. 
It  is  particularly  devoted  to  science.  In  the  degree  of  Entered 
Apprentice  every  emblematical  ceremony  is  directed  to  the  lustra- 
tion of  the  heart  ; in  that  of  Fellow  Craft  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
mind.” — Mackey's  Lexicon,  Art.  Fellow  Craft. 
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will  announce  to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  and 
he  to  the  brethren  around  the  lodge,  that  they,  having 
due  and  timely  notice,  may  govern  themselves  accord- 
ingly.  _ 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Junior  Warden,  it  is  the 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  that  we 
now  dispense  with  labor  on  the  first  degree  and  resume 
on  the  second  for  work;  this  you  will  announce  to  the 
brethren  around  the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and 
timely  notice,  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Junior  Warden  (three  raps,  all  rise) — Brethren,  you 
have  heard  the  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the 
east,  as  communicated  to  me  through  the  Senior  War- 
den in  the  west ; agreeable  to  that  order  so  let  it  be  done. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  together  on  the  signs 
for  opening  this  lodge  of  Fellow  Crafts.  [All 
face  to  the  east,  and  led  by  the  Master,  in 
concert  make  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  an 
Entered  Apprentice  as  given  on  page  66  and 
the  due-guard  and  sign  of  a Fellow  Craft  as 
follows :] 

DUE-GUARD  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Hold  out  right  hand,  palm  down,  height 
of  hips,  and  raise  left  hand  to  point  perpen- 
dicularly  upward,  fore-arm  forming  a right 

i • n rn  j -i  jL>ue  vjruara 

angle  with  arm.  [See  cut.]  Fellow  Craft 


SIGN  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping  left  hand 
carelessly  to  side  while  raising  right  hand  to 
left  breast,  fingers  a little  crooked;  then  draw 
hand  quickly  across  the  breast ; then  hand 
Ip  drops  to  side.  [See  cut.] 

Outside  the  lodge  the  usual  way  is  to  give 

SIGN  WITHOUT  DUE-GUARD. 

Draw  right  hand,  fingers  a little  crooked, 
palm  towards  breast,  to  the  right  quickly, 

Sign,  Fellow  1 ■,  , , , » ,,  , * ■.  ^ J ’ 

craft,  and  let  hand  fall  to  side- 
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Worshipful  Master — (two  raps.) 

Senior  Warden — (two  raps.) 

Junior  Warden — (two  raps.) 

Worshipful  Master — I now  declare  this  lodge  [or 

lodge  Xo.  — ] duly  opened  on  the  second  degree  of 

Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  inform 
the  Tyler.  [Junior  Deacon  gives  three  raps  on  Tyler’s 
door;  Tyler  answers  with  three;  Junior  Deacon  gives 
one  and  Tyler  one  rap;  the  door  is  opened,  and  the 
Junior  Deacon  whispers,  “The  lodge  is  opened  on  the 
second  degree.”] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  arrange 
the  altar.  [Senior  Deacon  opens  the  Bible  at  7th 
chapter  of  Amos,  and  arranges  the  square  and  compass 
thereon,  one  point  below  and  the  other  above  the 
square.] 

Junior  Deacon  (having  returned  from  notifying  the 
Tyler) — The  Tyler  is  informed,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  members  are  seated)  — 
Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will  retire  and  ascertain 
what  work  there  is  waiting.  [Senior  Deacon,  rod  in 
hand,  steps  to  the  altar,  and  facing  the  Master  makes 
the  sign  of  the  degree,  when  he  proceeds  to  the  ante- 
room, sees  the  candidate  or  candidates  waiting  (who,  of 
course,  have  taken  the  first  degree,  and  have  been  exam- 
ined  on  the  lecture  of  that  degree  and  duly  elected106 
for  the  second),  and  returning  to  the  lodge  reports:] 

Note  106. — ’“This  is  the  foundation  of  that  principle  of  law  by 
which  a candidate  may  be  stopped  in  any  part  of  his  progress — 
as,  for  instance,  that  an  Entered  Apprentice,  being  objected  to, 
may  be  refused  by  the  lodge  advancement  to  the  Fellow  Craft’* 
degree.” — Note  Mackey's  Jurisprudence,  page  45. 
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Senior  Deacon  (standing  at  altar  facing  the  Master 
and  making  the  sign)— Worshipful,  I find  in  wait- 

ing,  brother  , an  Entered  Apprentice  of  this 

lodge,  to  receive  the  second  degree.  [Senior  Deacon 
retires  to  his  seat.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  brother  ■,  an 

Entered  Apprentice  of  this  lodge,  is  in  the  ante-room, 
waiting  to  be  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft;  he 
has  been  balloted  for  and  duly  elected;  you  have  heard 
[or,  just  heard,  if  the  examination  took  place  just  before 
passing  from  first  to  second  degree]  his  examination ; if 
there  are  no  obections  we  shall  proceed  to  confer  the 
degree  upon  him.  [Pauses  for  any  to  object.]  There 
being  none  it  is  so  ordered. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  you  will  re- 
tire and  collect  the  usual  fee  from  brother — . 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Stewards,  you  will  re- 
tire to  the  preparation  room  and  prepare  and  present 

brother for  the  second  degree  in  Masonry.  [The 

Secretary  and  Stewards  step  to  the  altar,  face  the  Mas- 
ter, together  make  the  sign,  and  enter  the  preparation 
room.  The  candidate  is  invited  from  the  ante-room  into 
the  preparation  room ; the  Secretary  collects  the  initia- 
tion fee  and  retires,  while  the  Stewards  prepare  the  can- 
didate. 

[While  the  candidate  is  being  prepared,  the  lodge  is 
generally  “called  off,??  (takes  a recess)  but  in  some 
lodges  the  Worshipful  Master  begins  to  lecture  on  the 
degree;  that  is,  puts  the  questions,  as  given  in  Chapter 
XII,  and  every  one  present  in  regular  rotation  must  an- 
swer.] 
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PREPARATION  OF  -CANDIDATE — FELLOW 
CRAFT  DEGREE. 

Candidate  is  divested  of  all  his  cloth- 
ing except  his  shirt,  and  if  that  opens  at 
the  back  it  is  turned  around,  and  all  the 
studs  are  removed.  He  is  provided  with 
a pair  of  drawers,  which  are  fastened  on, 
not  with  buttons,  but  strings.  The  right 
|f  leg  of  his  drawers  is  rolled  up  above  the 

Preparation  Fe!  ^nee,  right  arm  is  slipped  out  of  his 
low  Craft  Degree,  shirt  and  tucked  in  behind  so  as  to  expose 
the  right  breast  ; a slipper  is  put  on  his  left  foot,  his 
eyes  are  securely  hoodwinked,  and  a small  rope,  called 
a cable-tow,  is  put  twice  around  his  naked  right  arm, 
above  the  elbow.  A small  white  apron,  with  bib  turned 
up,  is  tied  on,  when  he  is  “duly -and  truly  prepared.” 
One  of  the  Stewards  now  leads  him  to  the  door  of  the 
lodge,  and  taking  the  candidate’s  hand,  with  it  gives 
three  distinct  raps  on  the  door. 

Senior  Warden — Worshipful,  while  peacably  engaged 
in  the  lawful  pursuits  of  Masonry,  there  is  an  alarm  at 
our  inner  door. 

[If  the  lodge  is  “at  ease”  (recess),  as  is  often  the  case 
while  candidate  is  being  prepared,  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter first  calls  the  lodge  to  order  with  one  rap,  when  the 
Senior  Deacon  announces  the  alarm.] 

W orshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
hail  the  alarm. 

[The  Senior  Deacon,  leaving  the  altar  on  his  right, 
proceeds  to  the  door  of  the  preparation  room,  and  an- 
swers the  alarm  by  three  similar  knocks  on  the  door, 
which  is  then  opened  by  the  Steward  just  enough  to 
admit  of  conversation.] 

Senior  Deacon — Who  comes  here  ? 
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Steward — Brother  , who  has  been  regularly 

initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and  now  wishes  to 
receive  more  light  in  Masonry  by  being  passed  to  the 
degree  of  Fellow  Craft. 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , is  it  of  your  own  free 

will  and  accord? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon— Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared  ? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency  in 
the  preceding  degree?  . 

Steward — He  has. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  properly  vouched  for  ? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  does 
he  expect  to  gain  admission? 

Steward — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Senior  Deacon — Has  he  the  pass? 

Steward — He  has  it  not ; I have  it  for  him. 

Senior  Deacon — Give  me  the  pass. 

Steward  (opening  door  a little  and  whispering  in  the 
ear  of  the  Senior  Deacon) — Shibboleth. 

Senior  Deacon — The  pass  is  right. 

Senior  Deaon — Brother  , you  will  wait  with 

patience  until  the  Worshipful  Master  is  informed  of 
your  request,  and  his  answer  returned. 

Senior  Deacon  (having  returned  to  the  lodge-room, 
advances  to  the  altar  and  makes  sign) — Worshipful,  the 
alarm  is  caused  by  brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and  now  wishes 
to  receive  more  light  in  Masonry  by  being  passed  to  the 
degree  of  Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  it  of  his  own  free  will  and 
accord  ? 

Senior  Deacon — It  is. 
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Worshipful  Master — Is  he  worthy  and  well  qualified? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency 
in  the  preceding  degree? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — By  what  further  right107  or  ben- 
efit does  he  expect  to  gain  admission? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  he  the  pass? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has  it  not;  his  conductor  has  it 
for  him. 

W or  shipful  Master — Give  me  the  pass. 

Senior  Deacon  (leans  forward  and  whispers) — Shib- 
boleth.108 

Worshipful  Master — The  pass  is  right;  and  since  the 
candidate  comes  endowed  with  all  these  necessary  qual- 
ifications you  will  let  him  enter  this  lodge  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  and  be  received  in  due  form. 

Senior  Deacon  (taking  the  square  from  the  altar,  un- 
less there  is  another  for  that  purpose,  and  proceed- 
ing to  the  preparation  room  door,  which  he  opens)  — 
Brother , it  is  the  order  of  the  Worshipful  Mas- 

Note  107. — “The  Fellow  Craft  is  not  entitled  to  travel  as  a 
Mason  or  claim  any  of  the  privileges  of  the  society  outside  the 
precincts  of  his  own  lodge.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Fellow 
Craft. 

Note  108. — “This  is  the  word  which  the  Gileadites,  by  order 
of  Jeptha,  required  the  Ephraimites  to  pronounce." — Mackey’s 
Lexicon,  Art.  Shibboleth. 
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ter  that  you  enter  this  lodge  of  Fellow  Crafts  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  and  be  received  in  due  form.  [Can- 
diate  is  led  into  the  room  six  or  eight  feet  by  Junior 
Deacon,  followed  by  the  Stewards,  if  they  are  in  attend- 
ance, when  he  is  met  by  the  Senior  Deacon.] 

10  9 

RITE  OF  INDUCTION,  OR  SHOCK  OF  ENTRANCE. 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , upon  your  entering 

this  lodge  of  Fellow  Crafts  for  the  first  time,_you  are 
received  on  the  angle  of  the  square  pressed  to  your 
naked  right  breast,  (presses  angle  of  square  against  his 
right  breast),  which  is  to  teach  you  that  the  square  of 
virtue  should  be  the  rule  and  guide  of  your  conduct  in 
all  your  future  transactions  with  mankind. 

RITE  OF  CIRCUMAMBULATION.1 

[Senior  Deacon  hands  square  to  Steward,  who 
places  it  on  the  altar  again,  if  it  was  taken  from  there, 
and  the  Senior  Deacon  proceeds  with  the  candidate 
slowly  around  the  lodge  room,  following  the  course  of 
the  sun,  and  as  they  pass  the  station  of  the  Junior 
Warden  in  the  south  he  gives  one  loud  rap,  and  the 
Senior  Warden  the  same,  as  they  pass  his  station  in  the 
west;  and  when  they  again  pass  the  Worshipful  Mas- 

Note  109. — “Shock.  A term  modernly  introduced  into  the  Blue 
Lodge  rituals  to  denote  an  important  ceremony  pertaining  to  each 
degree.  It  is  only  once  introduced  in  each  grade.” — Morris’s  Dic- 
tionary, Art.  Shock. 

Note  110. — “In  the  rite  of  circum ambulation  we  find  another 
ceremony  borrowed  from  the  Ancient  Freemasonry  that  was  prac- 
ticed in  the  mysteries.  In  ancient  Greece,  when  the  priests  were 
engaged  in  the  rite  of  sacrifice,  they  and  the  people  always  walked 
three  times  round  the  altar  while  singing  a sacred  hymn.  In 
making  this  procession  great  care  was  taken  to  move  in  imitation 
of  the  course  of  the  sun.  Among  the  Hindoos  the  same  rite  of 
circumambulation  has  always  been  practiced.  * * * The 

priest  having  first  adored  the  sun  while  directing  his  face  to  the 
East,  then  walks  toward  the  West  by  the  way  of  the  South,  say- 
ing at  the  same  time,  ‘I  follow  the  course  of  the  sun.’  * * * 

The  same  ceremony  was  in  use  in  the  Druidical  rites.” — Pierson’s 
Traditions,  pages  32-33. 


INITIATION-. 


173 


ter’s  station  he  gives  one  rap.  As  they  pass  around  the 
lodge  the  second  time  the  Wardens  and  Master  in  turn 
each  give  two  raps,  the  Worshipful  Master  meanwhile 
reading  the  7th  and  8th  verses  of  the  7th  chapter  of 
Amos,  so  timing  the  reading  as  to  cease  when  they  ar- 
rive at  the  Junior  Warden’s  station  the  second  time.] 

SCRIPTURE  READING. 

“Thus  he  shewed  me ; and  behold  the  Lord  stood  upon 
a wall  made  by  a plumb-line,  with  a plumb-line  in  his 
hand.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  me:  Amos,  what  seest 
thou?  and  I said,  a plumb-line.  Then  said  the  Lord: 
I will  set  a plumb-line  in  the  midst  of  my  people  Israel ; 
I will  not  again  pass  by  them  any  more.” — Sickels’s 
Monitor,  page  61f.  Mackei/s  Ritualist,  page  7 S. 

[In  some  lodges,  where  there  is  a choir,  the  following 
is  sometimes  sung  instead  of  the  Scripture  reading :] 

ODE. 

Air — “What  Fairy-like  Music.” 

“Come,  craftsmen,  assembled  our  pleasure  to  share, 

Who  work  by  the  Plumb  and  remember  the  Square ; 

While  traveling  in  love  on  the  Level  of  time, 

Sweet  hope  shall  light  on  to  a far  better  clime. 

“We’ll  seek  in  our  labors  the  Spirit  Divine, 

Our  temple  to  bless  and  our  hearts  to  refine  ; 

And  thus  to  our  altar  a tribute  we’ll  bring, 

While  joined  in  true  friendship  our  anthem  we  sing. 

“See  order  and  beauty  rise  gently  to  view, 

Each  brother  a column,  so  perfect  and  true  ! 

■When  order  shall  cease,  and  when  temples  decay, 

May  each  fairer  columns  immortal  survey.” 

— Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  64. 

Senior  Beacon — (two  raps  with  his  rod  on  floor.) 

Junior  Warden — Who  comes  there? 

Senior  Beacon — Brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and  now  wishes 
to  receive  more  light  in  Masonry  by  being  passed  to  the 
degree  of  Fellow  Craft. 
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Junior  Warden — Brother — ■,  is  this  of  your  own 

free  will  and  accord  ? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Junior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the  can- 
didate worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

J unior  Warden — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Junior  Warden — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency  in 
the  preceding  degree  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has. 

J unior  Warden — Is  he  properly  vouched  for  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Junior  Warden — By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Junior  Warden — Has  he  the  pass? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has  it  not;  I have  it  for  him. 

Junior  Warden — Advance  and  give  it. 

Senior  Deacon  (stepping  close  to  the  Junior  Warden 
and  whispering  in  his  ear) — Shibboleth. 

Junior  Warden — The  pass  is  right.  You  will  pass 
on  to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  for  his  examina- 
tion. [Order  is  obeyed.] 

Senior  Deacon  (two  raps  with  rod  on  floor.) 

Senior  Warden — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and  now 
wishes  to  receive  more  light  in  Masonry  by  being  passed 
to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  , is  it  of  your  own 

free  will  and  accord? 

Candidate — It  is 
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Senior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the  can- 
didate worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency  in 
the  preceding  degree? 

Senior  Deacon — -He  has. 

Senior  Worden — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden— By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor  ? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  a pass. 

Senior  Warden — Has  he  the  pass? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has  it  not ; I have  it  for  him. 

Senior  Warden — Advance  and  give  it. 

Senior  Deacon — (given  same  as  before) — Shibboleth. 

Senior  Warden — The  pass  is  right.  You  will  pass 
on  to  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  for  his  exam- 
ination. [Order  is  obeyed.] 

Senior  Deacon  (two  raps  on  floor  with  rod.) 

Worshipful  Master — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and  now 
wishes  to  receive  more  light  in  Masonry  by  being 
passed  to  the  degree  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  , is  it  of  your 

own  free  will  and  accord  ? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the 
candidate  worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 
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Worshipful  Master — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency 
in  the  preceding  degree  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor  ? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Worshipful  Master  (feigning  astonishment)— Has  he 
the  pass  ? 

Senior  Deacon— -He  has  it  not;  I have  it  for  him. 

Worshipful  Master — Advance  and  give  me  the  pass. 

Senior  Deacon  (stepping  close  to  the  Master  and 
whispering  in  his  ear) — Shibboleth. 

Worshipful  Master — The  pass  is  right.  Since  the 
candidate  comes  endowed  with  all  these  necessary  qual- 
ifications, you  will  re-conduct  him  to  the  Senior  Warden 
in  the  west,  with  my  order  that  he  teach  him  to  ap- 
proach the  east  by  two  upright  regular  steps,  his  feet 
forming  an  angle  of  a square,  his  body  erect  at  the  al- 
tar, before  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east.  [Senior 
Deacon  conducts  candidate  to  Senior  Warden.] 

Senior  Deacon — (two  raps  on  floor  with  his  rod)  — 
Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  the  order  of  the  Worship- 
ful Master  in  the  east,  that  you  teach  this  candidate 
to  approach  the  east  by  two  upright  regular  steps,  his 
feet  forming  an  angle  of  a square,  his  body  erect  at  the 
altar,  before  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
face  the  candidate  towards  the  east.  [He  does  so.] 

Senior  Warden  (rising  and  advancing  towards  candi- 
date)— Brother , you  will  now  take  the  Entered 

Apprentice  step  [steps  off  or  3 step  with  left  foot,  bring- 
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ing  right  to  hollow  of  left].  You  will  now  take  one  ad- 
ditional step  with  your  right  foot,  bringing  the  heel  of 
your  left  to  the  hollow  of  your  right.  Stand  erect. 

Senior  Warden  (making  the  sign  at  his  station) — In 
order,  Worshipful. 

COVENANT  OF  THE  LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master  (rising) — Brother , you  are 

now  standing  before  the  altar  of  Freemasonry  for  the 
second  time ; but  before  proceeding  any  further  in  these 
ceremonies  it  becomes  my  duty  as  Worshipful  Master  of 
this  lodge  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be  necessary  for 
you  to  take  upon  yourself  a solemn  oath  or  obligation115 
appertaining  to  this  degree;  one  similar  in  its  require- 
ments to  that  which  you  have  taken  in  the  preceding 
degree ; but  I assure  you,  upon  the  honor  of  a man  and 
a Mason,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  obligation112  that 
will  conflict  with  the  duties  you  owe  to  your  God,  your 
country,  your  neighbor,  or  yourself. 

In  your  advancement  thus  far  you  have  repeatedly 
assured  us  it  was  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord;  if 
you  are  still  of  the  same  mind,  and  satisfied  with  the 
assurance  I have  given  you,  you  will  advance  to  the  al- 
tar (Senior  Deacon  leads  candidate  to  the  altar),  kneel 
upon  your  naked  right  knee,  your  left  forming  a square, 
your  right  hand  resting  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and 
compass,  and  your  left  forming  a right  angle,  supported 
by  the  square.  [Senior  Deacon  assists  him  to  take  these 
positions.  See  cut.] 

Note  111. — “Increased  privileges  and  honors  thus  encircling  the 
profession  of  Fellow  Craft,  weightier  and  more  numerous  respon- 
sibilities are  superadded.  Powerful  obligations  impelling  him  to 
be  secret,  obedient,  honest  and  charitable,  guide  and  restrain  him.” 
— Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Fellow  Craft. 

Note  112. — “An  obligation  is  an  essential  part  of  a degree. 
There  are  three  parties  to  every  Masonic  obligation  ; first,  the  can- 
didate ; second,  the  presiding  officer,  who  represents  the  society, 
and  third,  the  Omnipresent  Deity.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Ob- 
ligation. 
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Worshipful  Master  (three  raps;  all  rise,  and  members 
and  offices,  except  Senior  Warden,  form  in  two  rows 
across  the  room  from  east  to  west,  on  each  side  of  the 
altar ; Master  removes  his  hat  and  approaches  candidate) 
— In  which  dne  form  yon  will  say  I,  with  your  name  in 
full,  and  repeat  after  me : 

RITE  OF  SECRECY,  OR  FELLOW  CRAFT  OBLIGATION. 

I,  — — — — — — , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in 
the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  this  worshipful  lodge 
erected  to  him  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  Saint  Johns, 


them  until,  by  strict  trial,  due  examination,  or  legal  in- 
formation, I shall  have  found  him  or  them  as  lawfully 
entitled  to  the  same  as  I am  myself. 

I further  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  stand  to  and 
abide  by  all  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Fel- 


do  hereby  and  hereon 
(Master  places  his  hand 
on  hand  of  candidate,) 
most  solemnly  and  sincere- 
ly promise  and  swear,  that 
I will  always  hail,113  ever 
conceal  and  never  reveal 
any  of  the  secret  arts, 
parts,  or  points  of  the  Fel- 
low Craft’s  degree,  to  any 
person  or  persons  whomso- 
ever, except  it  be  to  a true 
and  lawful  brother  of  this 


degree,  or  in  a regular  con- 


UVgieW,  Ul  ill  a leg  uiai  wu 

stituted  lodge  of  Fellow 
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should  be  perpendicular.]  Crafts;  nor  unto  him  nor 


cow,  Art.  Hail. 
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low  Craft’s  degree114  as  far  as  the  same  shall  come  to 
my  knowledge. 

Further,  that  I will  answer  and  obey  all  due  signs 
and  summonses115  sent  to  me  from  a lodge  of  Fellow 
Crafts,  or  given  me  by  a brother  of  this  degree,  if  with- 
in the  length  of  my  cable-tow. 

Further,  that  I will  aid  and  assist  all  poor,  destitute, 
worthy  Fellow  Crafts,116  knowing  them  to  be  such,  as 
far  as  their  necessities  may  require  and  my  ability  per- 
mit, without  material  injury  to  myself. 

Further,  that  I will  not  cheat,  wrong,  nor  defraud  a 
brother  of  this  degree  knowingly,  nor  supplant  him  in 
any  of  his  lawful  works. 

All  this  I most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation, 
or  secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever,  binding  myself 
under  no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  breast 
torn  open,  my  heart  plucked  out  and  placed  on  the 
highest  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  to  be  devoured  by  the 
vultures  of  the  air  [See  Appendix;  AAte  6.]  should  I 
ever  knowingly  violate  this,  my  Fellow  Craft’s  obliga- 
tion. So  help  me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due 
performance  of  the  same. 

Worshipf  ul  Master — Brother , in  token  of  your 

sincerity,  and  to  make  this  obligation  more  binding,117 

Note  114. — “We  may  not  call  in  question  the  propriety  of  this 
organization  ; if  we  would  be  Masons  we  must  yield  private  judg- 
ment. ‘To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony — if  any  man  walk  not  by 
this  rule,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light  in  him.’  ’’ — Pierson’s  Tra- 
ditions, page  30. 

Note  115. — “A  ‘due  summons’  from  the  lodge  or  Grand  Lodge 
is  obligatory  upon  him  ; should  he  refuse  obedience  he  will  be 
disgracefully  expelled  from  the  society  with  public  marks  of  igno- 
miny that  can  never  be  erased.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Au- 
thority. 

Note  116. — “No  man  shall  be  false  to  the  craft  or  entertain  a 
prejudice  against  his  Master  or  fellows.” — Mackey’s  Jurispru- 
dence, page  46. 

Note  117. — “The  difference  between  one  Mason  and  another 
consists  simply  in  the  fact  that  one  keeps  his  obligations  better 
than  another.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Obligation. 
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you  will  detach  your  hands  and  kiss  the  uloly  Bible 
which  lies  open  before  you.  [Candidate  removes  his 
hands  and  kisses  the  Bible.] 

Worshipful  Master  (again  putting  on  his  hat)  — 
Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will  now  release  the  broth- 
er from  the  cable-tow,  as  he  is  bound  to  us  by  an  obli- 
gation— a tie  stronger  than  human  hands  can  impose. 
[Senior  Deacon  removes  cable-tow  from  candidate’s 
naked  right  arm.] 

Worshipful  Master  (having  stepped  back  about  twen- 
ty feet) — Brother  , in  your  present  condition 

what  do  you  most  desire? 

Candidate  (prompted  by  Senior  Deacon) — More  light 
in  Masonry. 

SHOCK  OF  ENLIGHTENMENT  OR  RITE  OF  ILLUMINATION. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon  and 
brethren,  stretch  forth  your  hands  and  assist  me  in 
bringing  this  brother  from  darkness  to  more  light  in 
Masonry.  [All  except  the  Wardens  are  arranged  in 
two  rows  from  east  to  west  on  each  side  of  the  altar; 
the  Stewards  raise  their  rods  over  the  Master’s  head,  the 
tips  crossing  each  other.] 

Worshipful  Master — “In  the  beginning  God  created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth.  And  the  earth  was  without 
form  and  void;  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the 
deep.  And  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the 
waters.  And  God  said,  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light.”  And  now,  in  solemn  commemoration  of  that 
sublime  event,  I Masonically  say,  Let  there  be  light. 
[Master  and  brethren  clasp  their  hands  together  and 
stamp  with  right  foot,  and  the  Senior  Deacon  snatches 
off  the  hoodwink,  same  as  on  page  110;  or  in  some 
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lodges  instead  of  the  clapping  of  hands,  all  make  the 
due-guard  of  a Fellow  Craft,  holding  their  hands  in 
that  position  a moment,  as  shown  in  the  cut  below. 
This  latter  method  is  a modern  innovation,  unheard  of 
in  many  jurisdictions,  but  is  growing  in  favor.] 


Shock  of  Enlightenment,  Fellow  Craft  Degree. 


Worshipful  Master — And  there  is  light. 

Worshipful  Master  (approaching  the  kneeling  candi- 
date)— Brother  , on  being  brought  to  light  on 
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this  degree  you  discover  nothing  more  than  you  have 
heretofore  done,  with  the  exception  of  one  point  of  the: 
compass  being  elevated  above  the  square,  the  other  be- 
ing hid,  which  is  to  signify  that  you  have  as  yet  received 
light  in  Masonry  but  partially.118  [Master  again  steps 
back  and  addresses  candidate  as  follows :] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother , you  now  behold 

me  as  Master  of  this  lodge  approaching  you  from  the 
east  on  the  step  [Master  makes  Fellow  Craft  step,  one 
step  with  right  foot  and  left  to  hollow  of  right],  under 
the  due-guard  [Master  makes  due-guard]  and  sign 
[Master  makes  sign]  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master  (addressing  candidate) — An  En- 
tered Apprentice  steps  off  one  step  with  the  left  foot, 
bringing  the  heel  of  the  right  to  the  hollow  of  the  left 
(suits  action  to  words),  and  is  called  the  first  step  in 
Freemasonry.  This  is  given  you  as  the  due-guard  [Mas- 
ter makes  due-guard],  and  this  the  sign  [Master  makes 
Entered  Apprentice  sign].  [See  explanation  and  cuts, 
pages  65  and  66.] 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — A Fellow  Craft 
steps  off  one  step  with  the  right  foot,  bringing  the  heel 
of  the  left  to  the  hollow  of  the  right  [Master  does  this], 
and  is  the  second  step  in  Freemasonry.  This  is  the 
due-guard  [makes  it  again],  and  alludes  to  the  position 
in  which  your  hands  were  placed  while  taking  your  obli- 
gation. [right  hand  on  Bible  and  left  hand  pointing 
upward,  elbow  resting  on  square,  arm  forming  a right 

Note  118. — “As  the  Fellow  Craft’s  degree  is  intended  to  repre- 
sent this  thinking  and  working  period  of  life,  it  necessarily  as- 
sumes a more  important  position  in  the  Masonic  Scale,  and  is 
invested  with  a more  dignified  ritual  and  a more  extensive  series 
of  instructions.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  71. 
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angle  at  elbow.]  This  is  the  sign  [makes  it],  and  al- 
ludes to  the  penalty  of  your  obligation,  wherein  you 
have  sworn  that  sooner  than  violate  any  portion  thereof 
you  would  suffer  your  breast  to  be  torn  open,  your  heart 
plucked  out  and  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the 
temple,  to  be  devoured  by  the  vultures  of  the  air,  etc. 
[See  Appendix,  Note  /’.] 

This  sign  [makes  sign]  is  always  to  be  given  on  en- 
tering and  retiring  from  a lodge  of  Fellow  Crafts,  by 
stepping  to  the  altar  where  you  now  kneel,  and  making 
the  sign  [makes  it],  when  you  will  be  permitted  to  take 
your  seat,  or  retire,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  rising  to  ad- 
dress the  Worshipful  Master,  or  being  addressed  by  him. 
And  now,  in  token  of  the  continuance  of  my  friend- 
ship and  brotherly  love,  1 have  again  the  pleasure  of 
presenting  you  with  my  right  hand,  and  with  it  the  pass, 
token  of  a pass,  grip  and  word  of  a Fellow  Craft,  but 
as  you  are  yet  uninformed  brother  Senior  Deacon  will 
answer  for  you.  [The  Master  gives  Entered  Appren- 
tice grip.  See  description  and  cut,  page  113.] 

Worshipful  Master  (to  candidate) — You  take  me  as  I 
take  you.  This,  you  will  remember,  is  the  grip  of  an 
Entered  Apprentice.  We  get  this  [pass  grip  of  Fellow 
Craft]  by  saying,  Will  you  be  off  or  from?  [Turns 
toward  Senior  Deacon.] 

Senior  Deacon — From. 

Worshipful  Master — From  what  and  to  what?  [See 
Appendix,  Note  c.] 

Senior  Deacon — From  the  grip  of  an  Entered  Ap- 
prentice to  the  pass  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Pass.  [Senior  Deacon  moves 

the  candidate’s  thumb  from  the  first  to  second  knuckle 
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of  Master’s  hand,  Master  changing  his  thumb  in  same 
manner.  When  not  made  from  Entered  Apprentice 
grip  the  following  is  the  way  of  making  the] 

PASS  GRIP  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Grasp  right  hands,  as  in  or- 
dinary hand-shaking,  and  press 
ball  of  thumb  hard  between 

Fellow  Craft  Pass  Grip.  knuckles  of  first  and  second 

fingers-.  [See  cut.] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  this? 

Senior  Deacon— The  pass  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  it  a name? 

Senior  Deacon — It  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Will  you  give  it  me? 

Senior  Deacon — I did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  I 
so  impart  it. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 

Senior  Deacon — I will  letter  it  or  syllable  it. 

Worshipful  Master — Syllable  it  and  begin. 

Senior  Deacon — Nay,  you  begin. 

Worshipful  Master — Begin  you. 

Senior  Deacon — Bo. 

Worshipful  Master — Shib. 

Senior  Deacon — Leth. 

TFo rshipfu l Maste r — S h i bbo . 

Senior  Deacon — Shibboleth. 

Worshipful  Master  (to  candidate) — The  name  of  this 
grip,  my  brother,  is  Shibboleth;  it  denotes  plenty.  [Some 
lodges  add,  “and  is  represented  by  an  ear  of  corn  sus- 
pended near  a water-ford ” Others  say  “by  a sheaf  of 
wheat  suspended  near  a waterfall.'] 

Worshipful  Master  (to  Senior  Deacon) — Will  you  be 
off  or  from  ? 
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Senior  Deacon — From.  [The  Master  still  holds  can- 
didate by  the  pass  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft.] 

Worshipful  Master — From  what  and  to  what?  [See 
Appendix,  note  c.] 

Senior  Deacon — From  the  pass-grip  of  a Fellow  Craft 
to  the  real  grip  of  the  same. 

Worshipful  Master — Pass.  [The  Worshipful  Master 
moves  his  thumb  to  the  second  knuckle  of  candidate’s 
hand,  and  the  Senior  Deacon  moves  candidate’s  thumb 
to  same  position.]  When  not  made  from  the  pass-grip 
the  following  is  the  way  of  making  the 

REAL  GRIP  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Grasp  right  hands  naturally, 
and  press  thumb  on  knuckle 
joint  of  second  finger. 

Real  Grip,  Fellow  Craft.  ^ Oi sJlipful  Mdstei  What  is 

this  ? 

Senior  Deacon — The  real  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  it  a name? 

Senior  Deacon — It  has. 

W7 orshipful  Master — Will  you  give  it  me? 

Senior  Deacon — I did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  I 
so  impart  it. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 

Senior  Deacon — I will  letter  it  or  halve  it. 

Worshipful  Master — Letter  it  and  begin. 

Senior  Deacon — Nay,  you  begin. 

W orshipful  Master — Begin  you. 

Senior  Deacon — Chin. 

W orshipful  Master — Ja. 

Senior  Deacon — Jachin.  [See  Appendix,  Note  h.'l 
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Worshipful  Master  (addressing  candidate) — The 
name  of  this  grip,  my  brother,  is  Jachin,  which  is 
always  to  be  given  in  the  same  manner  as  yon  have  now 
received  it,  by  lettering  or  halving.  You  will  now 
ajise  (assists  him)  and  salute  the  Junior  and  Senior 
Wardens  as  a Fellow  Craft.  [Master  is  seated.] 
Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  seating  the  lodge.) 

[The  candidate,  conducted  slowly  by  the  Senior  Dea- 
con, goes  first  to  Junior  Warden’s  station  in  the  south, 
when  that  officer  rises  and  makes  the  step,  due-guard 
and  sign  of  a Fellow  Craft,  the  Senior  Deacon  and  can- 
didate doing  the  same;  the  same  is  repeated  at  the 
station  of  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  when  they 
approach  the  east  and  stop  on  a line  with  the  altar.] 

W orshipful  Master — How  do  you  find  it  in  the  south, 
brother  Junior  Warden? 

Junior  Warden  (rising  and  making  the  sign) — All 
right  in  the  south,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — How  in  the  west,  brother  Senior 
Warden  ? 

Senior  Warden  (also  rising  and  making  sign) — All 
right  in  the  west,  Worshipful. 

W orshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you 
will  now  re-conduct  the  candidate  to  the  Senior  Warden 
in  the  west,  with  my  order  that  he  teach  him  how  to 
wear  his  apron  as  a Fellow  Craft,  and  return  to  the  east. 
[Candidate  is  conducted  to  Senior  Warden.] 

Senior  Deacon  (two  raps  with  rod  on  floor;  Senior 
Warden  rises) — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  that  you  teach 
this  brother  how  to  wear  his  apron  as  a Fellow  Craft. 
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Senior  Warden  (turning  down  the  bib  of  candidate’s 

apron) — Brother , Entered  Apprentices  wear  their 

aprons  with  the  bib  turned  up,  Fellow  Crafts  with  the 
bib  turned  down  [See  Appendix,  Note  i\  ; you  will  there- 
fore wear  yours  in  this  manner  while  working  with  us 
on  this  degree.  [Senior  Deacon  conducts  him  in  front 
.of  Master  and  takes  his  seat.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother , being  clothed119  as 

a Fellow  Craft  you  are  now  entitled  to  your  working 
tools. 


“the  working  tools  of  a fellow  craft. 


Plumb. 


Are  the  Plumb,  the  Square,  and  the  Level.  [Presents 
them  to  candidate.] 

“The  Plumb  is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by  operat- 
ive masons  to  raise  perpendiculars  ; the  Square , to  square 
their  work ; and  the  Ijevel,  to  lay  horizontals ; but  we,  as 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of 
them  for  more  noble  and  glorious  purposes ; the  plumb 
admonishes  us  to  walk  uprightly  in  our  several  stations 
before  God  and  men,  squaring  our  actions  by  the  square 
of  virtue,  and  remembering  that  we  are  traveling  upon 
the  level  of  time  to  that  undiscovered  country  from 
whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns.” — Mackey's  Rit.  p. 
73. 

Worshipful  Master  (taking  tools  from  candidate)  — 


Notf,  119. — “TIip  clothing  of  a P»lue  Lodge  Mason  is  a white 
apron  trimmed  with  blue,  and  a pair  of  white  gloves.” — Morris's 
Dictionary,  Art.  Clothing. 
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You  will  now  be  reconducted  to  the  place  from  whence 
you  came,  re-invested  of  what  you  have  been  divested 
and  according  to  an  ancient  custom  adopted  in  every 
regular  and  well-governed  lodge,  it  will  then  be  necessary 
that  you  should  make  a regular  ascent  by  a flight  of 
winding  stairs,  consisting  of  three,  five  and  seven  steps, 
to  a place  representing  the  middle  chamber  of  King 
Solomon’s  Temple,  there  to  receive  in  regular  time  the 
wages  and  jewels  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

[Candidate  is  now  conducted  to  the  altar  by  the  Senior 
Deacon,  where  one  of  the  Stewards  takes  charge  of  him, 
makes  sign,  and  takes  him  to  the  preparation  room, 
where  candidate  puts  on  his  clothes.  Meanwhile  the 
Worshipful  Master  “calls  the  lodge  from  labor  to  re- 
freshment,” and  the  lodge-room  is  prepared  for  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  degree,  termed  the  “middle  chamber 
work.”  Unless  permanently  fixed  there,  two  pillars, 
or  columns,  are  set  up  about  four  feet  apart  and  five  or 
six  feet  from  the  door  of  the  preparation  room,  to  rep- 
resent the  pillars  Jachin  and  Boaz  at  the  entrance  of 
the  porch  of  King  Solomon’s  temple.  Three  pieces  of 
oil-cloth  are  laid  on  the  floor  leading  from  the  columns 
around  the  altar  to  the  Junior  Warden’s  station.  On 
the  first  is  a representation  of  three  steps  and  the  ini- 
tials E.  A.,  for  Entered  Apprentice;  F.  C.,  for  Fellow 
Craft,  and  M.  M.,  Master  Mason;  also  W.  M.,  for  Wor- 
shipful Master;  S.  W.,  for  Senior  Warden,  and  J.  W., 
for  Junior  Warden.  On  the  second  piece  is  a represen- 
tation of  five  steps  and  five  pillars,  to  denote  the  five 
orders  of  architecture,  and  the  letters  H.,  for  hearing; 
S.,  for  seeing;  F.,  for  feeling;  S.,  for  smelling,  and  T., 
for  tasting.  On  the  third  piece  are  seven  steps,  and  the 
letters  G.,  for  grammar,  R.,  for  rhetoric;  L.,  for  logic; 
A.,  for  arithmetic;  G.,  for  geometry;  M.,  for  music, 
and  A.,  for  astronomy;  comprising  the  seven  liberal 
arts  and  sciences.] 
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SECOND  SECTION120  FELLOW  CRAFT’S  DEGREE. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  calling  the  lodge  to 
order.) 

Senior  Deacon  (having  met  the  candidate  at  prepara- 
tion-room door  and  conducted  him  inside  the  lodge)  — 

Brother , you  are  now  about  to  make  an  ascent 

to  the  place  representing  the  Middle  Chamber  of  King 
Solomon's  temple,  through  a porch.  Masonry  is  con- 
sidered under  two  denominations,  operative  and  specu- 
lative. 


OPERATIVE  MASONRY. 

“By  operative  masonry  we  allude  to  a proper  appli- 
cation of  the  useful  rules  of  architecture,  whence  a 
structure  will  derive  figure,  strength  and  beauty,  and 
whence  will  result  a due  proportion  and  a just  corre- 
spondence in  all  its  parts.  It  furnishes  us  with  dwell- 
ings and  convenient  shelter  from  the  vicissitudes  and 
inclemencies  of  the  seasons;  and  while  it  displays  the 
effects  of  human  wisdom,  as  well  in  the  choice  as  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  sundry  materials  of  which  an  edifice 
is  composed,  it  demonstrates  that  a fund  of  science  and 
industry  is  implanted  in  man  for  the  best,  most  salu- 
tary and  beneficent  purposes. 

SPECULATIVE  MASONRY. 

“By  speculative  Masonry  we  learn  to  subdue  the  pas- 
sions, act  upon  the  square,  keep  a tongue  of  good  re- 
port, maintain  secrecy121  and  practice  charity.  It  is  so 

Note  120. — “The  second  section  of  this  degree  has  reference  to 
the  origin  of  the  Institution,  and  views  Masonry  under  two  de- 
nominations— Operative  and  Speculative.  These  are  separately 
considered  and  the  principles  on  which  both  are  founded  particu- 
larly explained.  Their  affinity  is  pointed  out  by  allegorical  figures 
and  typical  representations.  The  period  stipulated  for  rewarding 
merit  is  fixed  and  the  inimitable  moral  to  which  that  circumstance 
alludes  is  explained  ; the  creation  of  the  world  is  described  and 
many  other  particulars  recited,  all  of  which  have  been  carefully 
preserved  among  Masons  and  transmitted  from  one  age  to  another 
by  oral  tradition.” — Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  68. 

Note  121. — “The  importance  of  secret-keeping  is  made  the 
ground  work  of  all  Masonic  degrees ; not  so  much  on  account  of 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  Masonic  esoterica  as  that  Masons  may 
learn  the  virtues  of  discretion  and  fidelity  to  a trust.”—  -M orris  a 
Pictionarg,  Art.  Secret  Breaking. 
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far  interwoven  with  religion  as  to  lay  ns  under  obliga- 
tions to  pay  that  rational  homage  to  the  Deity  which  at 
once  constitutes  our  duty  and  our  happiness.  It  leads 
the  contemplative  Mason  to  view  with  reverence  and 
admiration  the  glorious  works  of  creation,  and  inspires 
him  with  the  most  exalted  ideas*  of  the  perfections  of 
his  Divine  Creator.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , pag'e  75. 

We  work  in  speculative  Masonry  only;  hut  our  an- 
cient brethren  worked  in  operative  as  well  as  in  specu- 
lative Masonry.  They  worked  six  days  before  they 
received  their  wages,  but  did  no  work  on  the  seventh, 
for  “In  six  days  God  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
and  rested  upon  the  seventh  day.”  The  seventh,  there- 
fore, our  ancient  brethren  consecrated  as  a day  of  rest 
from  their  labors,  thereby  enjoying  frequent  opportu- 
nities to  contemplate  the  glorious  works  of  the  crea- 
tion and  to  adore  their  great  Creator. 

The  first  that  particularly  attracts  your  attention,  is 
a representation  of  two  brazen  pillars  (points  to  them). 
That  on  the  left  hand  (points  to  it)  is  called  Boaz, 
and  denotes  strength;  the  one  on  the  right  is  called 
Jachin,  and  denotes  he  will  establish.  They  both  to- 
gether allude  to  the  promise  of  God  to  David,  that  he 
would  establish  his  kingdom  in  strength.  The  pillars 
which  these  represent  were  cast  in  the  clay-grounds 
on  the  plains  of  Jordan,  between  Succoth  and  Zerada- 
tha,  where  all  the  holy  vessels  of  King  Solomon’s  tem- 
ple were  cast  by  one  Hiram  Abiff,  or  Abbim,  a widow’s 
son,  of  the  tribe  of  Napthali.  They  were  cast  hollow, 
the  better  to  serve  as  a safe  repository  for  the  archives 
of  Masonry  against  any  inundations  and  conflagrations. 
They  were  thirty-five  cubits  high,  twelve  in  circumfer- 
ence, or  four  in  diameter,  and  adorned  with  chapiters 
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of  five  cubits  each,  making  in  the  whole  forty  cubits 
high.  The  chapiters  were  adorned  with  lily-work,  net- 
work and  pomegranates,  which  denote  peace,  unity  and 
plenty. 

The  lily,  by  its  purity  and  the  retired  situation  in 
which  it  grows,  denotes  peace;  the  network,  by  the  in- 
timate connection  of  its  parts,  denotes  unity;  the  pome- 
granates, by  the  exuberance  of  their  seeds,  denotes 
plenty. 

They  were  further  adorned  with  pommels  on  the 
tops,  representing  globes,  which  denotes  Masonic  uni- 
versality. 

THE  GLOBES. 

“The  globes  are  two  artificial  spherical  bodies,  on  the 
convex  surface  of  which  are  represented  the  countries, 
seas,  and  various  parts  of  the  earth,  the  face  of  the 
heavens,  the  planetary  revolutions,  and  other  important 
particulars. 

THE  USE  OF  THE  GLOBES. 

“Their  principal  use,  besides  serving  as  maps  to  dis- 
tinguish the  outward  parts  of  the  earth  and  the  situa- 
tion of  the  fixed  stars,  is  tc  illustrate  and  explain  the 
phenomena  arising  from  the  annual  revolution  and  the 
diurnal  rotation  of  the  earth  around  its  own  axis.  They 
are  invaluable  instruments  for  improving  the  mind  and 
giving  it  the  most  distinct  idea  of  any  problem  or  prop- 
osition, as  well  as  enabling  it  to  solve  the  same. 

“Contemplating  these  bodies,  we  are  inspired  with  a 
due  reverence  for  the  Deity  and  his  works,  and  are  in- 
duced to  encourage  the  study  of  Astronomy,  Geogra- 
phy, Navigation,  and  the  arts  dependent  upon  them,  by 
which  society  has  been  so  much  benefited. — Sickels's 
Monitor , page  72. 
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Senior  Deacon  (addressing  candidate) — Let  ns  pass 
on. 

Senior  Deacon  (Having  conducted  candidate  to  the 
first  piece  of  canvas  on  the  floor) — You  now  come  to  a 
flight  of  winding  stairs/22  consisting  of  three,  five  and 
seven  steps. 

The  number  three  alludes  to  the  three  first  degrees 
of  Masonry,  which  every  lodge  confers;  also  to  the 
three  first  officers  of  a lodge,  viz : the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter, Senior  and  Junior  Wardens. 

Senior  Deacon — Let  us  pass  on.  [They  pass  on,  the 
candidate  walking  over  the  supposed  steps,  and  halt  at 
the  second  piece  of  canvas.] 

Senior  Deacon — The  number  five  alludes  to  the  five 
orders  in  architecture. 

ORDER  IX  ARCHITECTURE. 

“By  order  in  architecture  is  meant  a system  of  all  the 
members,  proportions  and  ornaments  of  columns  and 
pilasters.  Or  it  is  a regular  arrangement  of  the  pro- 
jecting parts  of  a building,  which,  united  with  those  of 
a column,  form  a beautiful,  perfect  and  complete  whole. 
— Sick  els’ s Monitor , page  7J. 

ITS  ANTIQUITY. 

“From  the  first  formation  of  society  order  in  archi- 

Note  122. — “Although  the  legend  of  the  winding  stairs  forms 
an  important  tradition  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  the  only  allusion 
to  it  in  Scripture  is  to  be  found  in  a single  verse  in  the  6th  chap- 
ter of  the  1st  Book  of  Kings.  * * * Out  of  this  slender  ma- 

terial has  been  constructed  an  allegory,  which,  if  properly  con- 
sidered in  its  symbolic  relations,  will  be  found  to  be  of  surpassing 
beauty.  But  it  is  only  as  a symbol  that  we  can  regard  this  whole 
tradition,  for  the  historical  facts  and  the  architectural  details 
alike  forbid  us  for  a moment  to  suppose  that  the  legend,  as  it  is 
rehearsed  in  the  second  degree  of  Masonry,  is  anything  more  than 
a magnificent  philosophical  myth.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  99. 

“TTie  Fellow  Craft  represents  a man  laboring  in  the  pursuit  of 
truth  and  the  Winding  Stairs  are  the  devious  pathways  of  that 
pursuit.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  107. 
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lecture  may  be  traced.  When  the  rigor  of  seasons  obliged 
men  to  contrive  shelter  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  we  learn  that  they  first  planted  trees  on  end, 
and  then  laid  others  across,  to  support  a covering.  The 
bands  which  connected  those  trees  at  top  and  bottom 
are  said  to  have  given  rise  to  the  idea  of  the  base  and 
capital  of  pillars,  and  from  this  simple  hint  originally 
proceeded  the  more  improved  art  of  architecture. 

“The  five  orders  are  thus  classed : The  Tuscan,  Do- 
ric, Ionic,  Corinthian  and  Composite. 

“the  TUSCAN 

Is  the  most  simple  and  solid  of  the  five  orders.  It  was 
invented  in  Tuscany,  whence  it  derives  its  name.  Its 
column  is  seven  diameters  high,  and  its  capital,  base 
and  entablature  have  but  few  mouldings.  The  simplicity 
of  the  construction  of  this  column  renders  it  eligible 
where  ornament  would  be  superfluous. 

“the  DORIC, 

Which  is  plain  and  natural,  is  the  most  ancient,  and 
was  invented  by  the  Greeks.  Its  column  is  eight  diam- 
eters high,  and  has  seldom  any  ornaments  on  base  or 
capital  except  mouldings ; though  the  frieze  is  distin- 
guished by  trigylphs  and  metopes/  and  trigylphs  com- 
pose the  ornaments  of  the  frieze.  The  solid  composi- 
tion of  this  order  gives  it  a preference  in  structures 
where  strengtli  and  a noble  simplicity  are  chiefly  re- 
quired. The  Doric  is  the  best  proportioned  of  all  the 
orders.  The  several  parts  of  which  it  is  composed  are 
founded  on  the  natural  position  of  solid  bodies.  In  its 
first  invention  it  was  more  simple  than  in  its  present 
state.  In  after  times,  when  it  began  to  be  adorned,  it 
gained  the  name  of  Doric ; for  when  it  was  constructed 
in  its  primitive  and  simple  form,  the  name  of  Tuscan 
was  conferred  on  it.  Hence  the  Tuscan  precedes  the 
Doric*  in  rank,  on  account  of  its  resemblance  to  that 
pillar  in  its  original  state. 
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“the  ionic 

Bears  a kind  of  mean  proportion  between  the  more  solid 
and  delicate  orders.  Its  column  is  nine  diameters  high, 
its  capital  is  adorned  with  volutes  and  its  cornice  has 
dentils.  There  is  both  delicacy  and  ingenuity  displayed 
in  this  pillar,  the  invention  of  which  is  attributed  to 
the  Ionians,  as  the  famous  temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus 
was  of  this  order.  It  is  said  to  have  been  formed  after 
the  model  of  an  agreeable  young  woman  of  an  elegant 
shape,  dressed  in  her  hair,  as  a contrast  to  the  Doric 
order,  which  was  formed  after  that  of  a strong,  robust 
man. 

“THE  CORINTHIAN, 

The  richest  of  the  five  orders,  is  deemed  a masterpiece 
of  art.  Its  column  is  ten  diameters  high,  and  its  capi- 
tal is  adorned  with  two  rows  of  leaves,  and  eight  vo- 
lutes, which  sustain  the  abacus.  The  frieze  is  orna- 
mented with  curious  devices,  the  cornice  with  dentils 
and  modillions.  This  order  is  used  in  stately  and  su- 
perb structures.  It  was  invented  at  Corinth,  by  Calli- 
machus, who  is  said  to  have  taken  the  hint  of  the  capi- 
tal of  this  pillar  from  the  following  remarkable  circum- 
stance: Accidentally  passing  by  the  tomb  of  a young 
lady  he  perceived  a basket  of  toys  covered  with  a tile, 
placed  over  an  acanthus  root,  having  been  left  there  by 
her  nurse.  As  the  branches  grew  up  they  encompassed 
the  basket  until,  arriving  at  the  tile,  they  met  with  an 
obstruction  and  bent  downwards.  Callimachus,  struck 
with  the  object,  set  about  imitating  the  figure;  the  vase 
of  the  capital  he  made  to  represent  the  basket,  the  ab- 
acus the  tile,  and  the  volutes  the  bending  leaves. 

“the  composite 

Is  compounded  of  the  other  orders,  and  was  contrived 
by  the  Romans.  Its  capital  has  the  two  rows  of  leaves 
of  the  Corinthian  and  the  volutes  of  the  Ionic.  Its 
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column  has  quarter-rounds,  as  the  Tuscan  and  Doric 
order ; is  ten  diameters  high,  and  its  cornice  has  dentils, 
or  simple  modillions.  This  pillar  is  generally  found  in 
buildings  where  strength,  elegance  and  beauty  are  dis- 
played.”— Sickelss  Monitor , pages  7 4-78. 

INVENTION  OF  ORDERS  IN  ARCHITECTURE. 

“The  ancient  and  original  orders  of  architecture  re- 
vered by  Masons  are  no  more  than  three,  the  Doric, 
Ionic  and  Corinthian,  which  were  invented  by  the 
Greeks.  To  these  the  Romans  have  added  two : the 
Tuscan,  which  they  made  plainer  than  the  Doric;  and 
the  Composite,  which  was  more  ornamental,  if  not 
more  beautiful,  than  the  Corinthian.  The  first  three 
orders  alone,  however,  show  invention  and  particular 
character,  and  essentially  differ  from  each  other;  the 
two  others  have  nothing  but  what  is  borrowed,  and  dif- 
fer only  accidentally.  The  Tuscan  is  the  Doric  in  its 
earliest  state,  and  the  Composite  is  the  Corinthian  en- 
riched with  the  Ionic.  To  the  Greeks,  therefore,  and 
not  to  the  Romans,  we  are  indebted  for  what  is  great, 
judicious  and  distinct  in  architecture.” — Sickels’s  Moni- 
tor, page  78. 

Senior  Deacon  (continuing) — The  number  five  also 
alludes  to  the  five  senses  of  human  nature,  hearing, 
seeing,  feeling,  smelling  and  tasting. 

“hearing 

Is  that  sense  by  which  we  distinguish  sounds,  and  are 
capable  of  enjoying  all  the  agreeable  charms  of  music. 
By  it  we  are  enabled  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  society, 
and  reciprocally  to  communicate  to  each  other  our 
thoughts  and  intentions,  our  purposes  and  desires,  and 
thus  our  reason  is  rendered  capable  of  exerting  its  ut- 
most power  and  energy.  The  wise  and  beneficent  Au- 
thor of  Nature  intended,  by  the  formation  of  this  sense; 
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that  we  should  be  social  creatures,  and  receive  the  great- 
est and  most  important  part  of  our  knowledge  from  so- 
cial intercourse  with  each  other.  For  these  purposes  we 
are  endowed  with  hearing,  that,  by  a proper  execution  of 
our  rational  powers,  our  happiness  may  be  complete. 

“seeing 

Is  that  sense  by  which  we  distinguish  objects,  and,  in 
an  instant  of  time,  without  change  of  place  or  situa- 
tion, view  armies  in  battle  array,  figures  of  the  most 
stately  structures,  and  all  the  agreeable  variety  displayed 
in  the  landscape  of  nature.  By  this  sense  we  find  our 
way  on  the  pathless  ocean,  traverse  the  globe  of  earth, 
determine  its  figure  and  dimensions,  and  delineate  any 
region  or  quarter  of  it.  By  it  we  measure  the  planeta- 
ry orbs  and  make  new  discoveries  in  the  sphere  of  the 
fixed-stars.  Nay,  more,  by  it  we  perceive  the  tempers 
and  dispositions,  the  passions  and  affections  of  our  fel- 
low-creatures when  they  wish  most  to  conceal  them;  so 
that  though  the  tongue  may  be  taught  to  lie  and  dis- 
semble, the  countenance  will  display  the  -hypocrisy  to 
the  discerning  eye.  In  fine,  the  rays  of  light  which 
administer  to  this  sense  are  the  most  astonishing  parts 
of  the  animated  creation,  and  render  the  eye  a peculiar 
object  of  admiration. 

“Of  all  the  faculties,  sight  is  the  noblest.  The  struc- 
ture of  the  eye  and  its  appurtenances  evince  the  admi- 
rable contrivance  of  nature  for  performing  all  its  vari- 
ous external  and  internal  motions;  while  the  variety 
displayed  in  the  eyes  of  different  animals,  suited  to  their 
several  ways  of  life,  clearly  demonstrates  this  organ  to 
be  the  masterpiece  of  nature’s  works. 

“feeling 

Is  that  sense  by  which  we  distinguish  the  different  qual- 
ities of  bodies,  such  as  heat  and  cold,  hardness  and  soft- 
ness, roughness  and  smoothness,  figure,  solidity,  motion 
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and  extension.  These  three  senses — hearing,  seeing 
and  feeling — are  the  most  revered  by  Masons,  because 
by  the  sense  of  hearing  we  hear  the  word ; by  that 
of  seeing  we  see  the  sign ; and  by  that  of  feeling  wre 
feel  the  grip,  by  which  one  Mason  may  know  another 
in  the  dark  as  well  as  in  the  light. 

“SMELLING 

Is  that  sense  by  which  we  distinguish  odors,  the  various 
kinds  of  which  convey  different  impressions  to  the 
mind.  Animal  and  vegetable  bodies,  and,  indeed,  most 
other  bodies,  while  exposed  to  the  air  continually,  send 
forth  effluvia  of  vast  subtilty,  as  well  in  the  state  of 
life  and  growth  as  in  the  state  of  fermentation  and  pu- 
trefaction. These  effluvia,  being  drawn  into  the  nos- 
trils along  with  the  air,  are  the  means  by  which  all 
bodies  are  distinguished.  Hence,  it  is  evident  that  there 
is  a manifest  appearance  of  design  in  the  great  Creator’s 
having  planted  the  organ  of  smell  in  the  inside  of 
that  canal  through  which  the  air  continually  passes  in 
respiration. 

“tasting 

Enables  us  to  make  a proper  distinction  in  the  choice 
of  our  food.  The  organ  of  this  sense  guards  the  en- 
trance of  the  alimentary  canal,  as  that  of  smelling 
guards  the  entrance  of  the  canal  for  respiration.  From 
the  situation  of  both  these  organs,  it  is  plain  that  they 
were  intended  by  nature  to  distinguish  wholesome  food 
from  that  which  is  nauseous.  Everything  that  enters 
into  the  stomach  must  undergo  the  scrutiny  of  tasting; 
and  by  it  we  are  capable  of  discerning  the  changes 
which  the  same  body  undergoes  in  the  different  com- 
positions of  art,  cookery,  chemistry,  pharmacy,  etc. 

Smelling  and  tasting  are  inseparably  connected,  and 
it  is  by  the  unnatural  kind  of  life  men  commonly  lead 
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in  society  that  these  senses  are  rendered  less  fit  to 
perform  their  natural  offices. 

“The  proper  use  of  these  five  senses  enables  us  to  form 
just  and  accurate  notions  of  the  operations  of  nature; 
and  when  we  reflect  on  the  objects  with  which  our  senses 
are  gratified,  we  become  conscious  of  them,  and  are 
enabled  to  attend  to  them,  till  they  become  familiar 
objects  of  thought. 

“On  the  mind  all  our  knowledge  must  depend;  what, 
therefore,  can  be  a more  proper  subject  for  the  investi- 
gation of  Masons? 

“To  sum  up  the  whole  of  this  transcendent  measure 
of  God’s  bounty  to  man,  we  shall  add  that  memory, 
imagination,  taste,  reasoning,  moral  perception,  and  all 
the  active  powers  of  the  soul,  present  a vast  and  bound- 
less field  for  philosophical  disquisition,  which  far  ex- 
ceeds human  inquiry,  and  are  peculiar  mysteries,  known 
only  to  nature  and  to  nature’s  God,  to  whom  all  are 
indebted  for  creation,  preservation,  and  every  blessing 
we  enjoy.” — Sickels’s  Monitor , pages  83-85. 

Senior  Deacon — Let  us  pass  on.  [They  pass  on,  the 
candidate  walking  over  the  second  piece  of  canvas  to 
the  third.] 

Senior  Deacon — The  number  seven  alludes  to  the 
seven  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  which  are  Grammar, 
Ehetoric,  Logic,  Arithmetic,  Geometry,  Music  and 
Astronomy. 

“grammar 

Teaches  the  proper  arrangement  of  words  according  to 
the  idiom  or  dialect  of  any  particular  people,  and  that 
excellency  of  pronunciation  which  enables  us  to  speak 
or  write  a language  with  accuracy,  agreeably  to  reason 
and  correct  usage. 
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"rhetoric 

Teaches  us  to  speak  copiously  and  fluently  on  any  sub- 
ject, not  merely  with  propriety  alone,  but  with  all  the 
advantages  of  force  and  elegance;  wisely  contriving  to 
captivate  the  hearer  by  strength  of  argument  and  beauty 
of  expression,  whether  it  be  to  entreat  or  exhort,  to  ad- 
monish or  applaud. 

"logic 

Teaches  us  to  guide  our  reason  discretionally  in  the 
general  knowledge  of  things,  and  directs  our  inquiries 
after  truth.  It  consists  of  a regular  train  of  argument, 
whence  we  infer,  deduce  and  conclude,  according  to  cer- 
tain premises  laid  down,  admitted  or  granted;  and  in  it 
are  employed  the  faculties  of  conceiving,  judging,  rea- 
soning and  disposing,  all  of  which  are  naturally  led  on 
from  one  gradation  to  another,  till  the  point  in  question 
is  finally  determined. 

"This  science  ought  to  be  cultivated  as  the  founda- 
tion, or  ground-work,  of  our  inquiries;  particularly  in 
the  pursuit  of  those  sublime  principles  which  claim  our 
attention  as  Masons. 

"arithmetic 

Teaches  the  powers  and  properties  of  numbers,  which 
are  variously  effected  by  letters,  tables,  figures  and  in- 
struments. By  this  art,  reasons  and  demonstrations  are 
given  for  finding  out  any  certain  number  whose  rela- 
tion or  affinity  to  another  is  already  known  or  discov- 
ered. The  greater  advancement  we  make  in  the  math- 
ematical sciences  the  more  capable  we  shall  be  of  con- 
sidering such  things  as  are  the  ordinary  objects  of  our 
conceptions,  and  be  thereby  led  to  a more  comprehen- 
sive knowledge  of  our  great  Creator  and  the  works  of 
the  creation. 
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“geometry. 

Or  the  fifth  science,  is  the  one  we  Masons  in  more  par- 
ticular follow.  “Geometry  treats  of  the  powers  and 
properties  of  magnitudes  in  general,  where  length, 
breadth  and  thickness  are  considered,  from  a point  to  a 
line,  from  a line  to  a superficies,  and  from  a superficies 
to  a solid. 

“A  point  is  a dimensionless  figure  or  an  indivisible 
part  of  a space. 

“A  line  is  a point  continued,  and  a figure  of  one 
capacity,  namely,  length. 

“A  superficies  is  a figure  of  two  dimensions,  namely, 
length  and  breadth. 

“A  solid  is  a figure  of  three  dimensions,  namely, 
length,  breath  and  thickness. 

ADVANTAGES  OF  GEOMETRY. 

By  this  science  the  architect  is  enabled  to  construct 
his  plans  and  execute  his  designs;  the  general  to  ar- 
range his  soldiers ; the  geographer  to  give  us  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  world  and  all  things  therein  contained,  to 
delineate  the  extent  of  seas  and  specify  the  divisions  of 
empires,  kingdoms  and  provinces.  By  it,  also,  the  as- 
tronomer is  enabled  to  make  his  observations,  and  to 
fix  the  duration  of  time  and  seasons,  years  and  cycles. 
In  fine,  geometry  is  the  foundation  of  architecture  and 
the  root  of  mathematics. 

"music 

Teaches  the  art  of  forming  concords,  so  as  to  compose 
delightful  harmony  by  a mathematical  and  proportional 
arrangement  of  acute,  grave  and  mixed  sounds.  This 
art,  by  a series  of  experiments,  is  reduced,  to  a demon- 
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strative  science,  with  respect  to  tones  and  the  intervals 
of  sound.  It  inquires  into  the  nature  of  concords  and 
discords,  and  enables  us  to  find  out  the  proportion  be- 
tween them  by  numbers. 

"astronomy 

Is  that  divine  art  by  which  we  are  taught  to  read  the 
wisdom,  strength  and  beauty  of  the  Almighty  Creator 
in  those  sacred  pages,  the  celestial  hemisphere. 

"Assisted  by  astronomy,  we  can  observe  the  magni- 
tudes, and  calculate  the  periods  and  eclipses,  of  the 
heavenly  bodies.  By  it  we  learn  the  use  of  the  globes, 
the  system  of  the  world,  and  the  preliminary  laws  of 
nature.  While  we  are  employed*  in  the  study  of  this 
science,  we  must  perceive  unparalleled  instances  of  wis- 
dom and  goodness,  and  through  the  whole  creation, 
trace  the  glorious  Author  by  His  works.” — [Mackey's 
Ritualist , pages  89-93.]  For  this  and  many  other  rea- 
sons the  number  seven  is  held  in  high  esteem  among 
Masons. 

Senior  Deacon — Let  us  pass  on.  [They  pass  on,  can- 
didate walking  over  the  last  piece  of  canvas,  which 
reaches  to  the  station  of  the  Junior  Warden  in  the 
south.] 

Senior  Deacon — We  shall  now  come  to  the  outer 
door  of  the  middle  chamber.  [Senior  Deacon  gives 
two  raps  with  his  rod  on  the  floor.] 

Junior  Warden  (rising) — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — A craftsman,  on  his  way  to  the  mid- 
dle chamber. 

J unio'r  Warden — How  does  he  expect  to  gain  admis- 
sion ? 
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Senior  Beacon — By*  the  pass  and  token  of  the  pass  of 
a Fellow  Craft. 

Junior  Warden-Give  me  the  pass. 

Senior  Beacon — Shibboleth. 

Junior  Warden — What  does  that  denote? 

Senior  Beacon — Plenty. 

Junior  Warden — How  is  it  represented? 

Senior  Beacon — By  ears  of  corn,  hanging  near  a 
water-ford.  JSee  Appendix,  Note  g .]  . 

Junior  Warden — What  originated  that  word  as  a 
pass? 

Senior  Beacon — It*  originated  in  consequence  of  a 
quarrel  between  Jephthah,  judge  of  Israel,  and  the 
Ephraimites.  The  Ephraimites  had  long  been  a trouble- 
some and  rebellious  people,  whom  Jephthah  had  sought 
to  subdue  by  lenient  means,  but  without  effect.  They 
being  highly  incensed  at  not  being  called  to  fight,  and 
share  in  the  rich  spoils  of  the  Ammonitish  war,  and 
fired  with  vengeance,  gathered  together  a mighty  army, 
crossed  the  river  Jordan,  to  give  Jephthah  battle;  but 
Jephthah  being  apprised  of  their  intent,  gathered  to- 
gether the  men  of  Gilead,  gave  them  battle  and  put 
them  to  flight.  And  in  order  to  make  his  victory  more 
complete,  he  placed  guards  at  the  several  passes  of  Jor- 
dan, and  commanded  them  if  any  strangers  attempt  to 
pass  that  way,  to  demand  of  them,  say  now  Shibboleth; 
but  they,  being  of  a different  tribe,  could  not  frame  to 
pronounce  it  right,  and  said  Sibboleth;  this  trifling 
defect  proved  them  enemies  and  cost  them  their  lives, 
and  there  fell  at  that  time  of  the  Ephraimites  forty  and 
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two  thousand;  since  which  time  this  word  has  been 
adopted  as  a pass,  whereby  to  gain  admission  in  all  reg- 
ular and  well-governed  lodges  of  Fellow  Crafts. 

J unior  W arden — Give  me  the 
token.  [Candidate  takes  Junior 
Warden  by  the  right  hand  and 
presses  ball  of  thumb  hard  be- 

Token  or  Pass  Grip  of  a 

Fellow  Craft.  tween  the  knuckle-joints  of 

first  and  second  fingers.  [See  cut.] 

Junior  Warden — The  pass  is  right  and  the  token  is 
right.  Pass  on,  brother. 

Senior  Deacon  (conducting  candidate  slowly  along)  — 
We  shall  now  come  to  the  inner  door  of  the  middle 
chamber. 

Senior  Deacon — (two  raps  with  rod  on  floor.) 

Senior  Warden  (rising) — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — A Craftsman  on  his  way  to  the  mid- 
dle chamber. 

Senior  Warden — How  does  he  expect  to  gain  admis- 
sion? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  grip  and  word  of  a Fellow 
Craft. 

Senior  Warden — Give  me  the  grip.  [Candidate 
and  Senior  Warden  clasp  right  hands  and  press  ball  of 
thumb  hard  against  the  knuckle  of  second  finger.  See 

cut.] 

Senior  Warden  (pressing  his 
thumb  hard  on  knuckle  of  candi- 
date’s second  finger) — What  is 

Real  Grip,  Fellow  Craft,  this  ? 
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Senior  Deacon — The  real  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Senior  Warden — Has  this  a name? 

Senior  Deacon — It  has. 

Senior  Warden — Will  yon  give  it  me? 

Senior  Deacon — -I  did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  I 
so  impart  it. 

Senior  Warden — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 

Senior  Deacon — I will  letter  it  or  halve  it. 

Senior  Warden — Halve  it  and  begin. 

Senior  Deacon — Na y,  you  begin. 

Senior  Warden— Begin  you. 

Senior  Deacon — Ja. 

Senior  Warden — Chin. 

Senior  Deacon — Jachin.  [See  Appendix,  Hote  h.~\ 

[Or  sometimes  given  Chin — Ja — Jachin.] 

Senior  Warden — The  word  is  right,  and  the  grip  is 
right.  Pass  on,  brother. 

[Senior  Deacon  conducts  candidate  to  the  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east,  and  takes  his  seat.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  , you  have  now 

arrived  at  the  place  representing  the  middle  chamber 
of  King  Solomon’s  Temple,  where  you  will  be  received 
and  recorded  as  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  you  will 
please  make  the  record. 

Secretary  (having  pretended  to  write  something)— It 
is  so  recorded,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master—  Brother  , the  first  that 

particularly  attracted  your  attention  on  your  passage 
hither,  was  a representation  of  two  brazen  pillars,  one 
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on  the  left  hand,  the  other  on  the  right,  which  were 
explained  to  you  by  your  conductor. 

After  passing  the  pillars  you  perceived  a flight  of 
winding  stairs,  consisting  of  three,  five  and  seven  steps, 
which  were  likewise  explained  to  you.  After  passing 
the  stairs,  you  arrived  at  the  outer  door  of  the  middle 
chamber,  which  you  found  guarded  by  the  Junior  War- 
den, who  demanded  of  you  the  pass  and  token  of  the 
pass  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

You  next  arrived  at  the  inner  door  of  the  middle 
chamber,  which  you  found  guarded  by  the  Senior  War- 
den, who  demanded  of  you  the  grip  and  word  of  a Fel- 
low Craft.  You  have  now  arrived  at  the  middle  cham- 
ber, where  you  are  received  and  recorded  as  a Fellow 
Craft,  and  are  now  entitled  to  your  wages123  as  such, 
which  are  the  corn  of  nourishment,  the  wine  of  refresh- 
ment, and  the  oil  of  joy;  which  denotes  peace,  happi- 
ness and  plenty. 

You  are  also  entitled  to  the  three  jewels124  of  a Fellow 


Note  123. — “Now  what  are  the  wages  of  a speculative  Mason? 
Not  money,  nor  wine,  nor  oil.  All  these  are  but  symbols.  His 
wages  are  truth,  or  that  approximation  to  it  which  will  be  most 
appropriate  to  the  degree  into  which  he  has  been  initiated.  It  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful,  but  at  the  same  time  most  abstruse 
doctrines  of  the  science  of  Masonic  symbolism,  that  the  Mason  is 
ever  to  be  in  the  search  of  truth,  but  is  never  to  find  it.  And  this 
is  intended  to  teach  the  humiliating  but  necessary  lesson  that  the 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  God.  and  of  man’s  relation  to  him, 
which  knowledge  constitutes  divine  truth,  can  never  be  acquired  in 
this  life.’’ — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  106. 

Note  124. — “The  jewels  of  a Fellow  Craft,  like  his  working  tools, 
and  like  every  other  gift  that  he  receives,  are  altogether  of  a 
symbolic  nature.  They  are  lessons  of  instruction  which  derive 
their  name  of  jewels  from  the  moral  value  that  they  possess. 
They  teach  the  candidate  that  the  attentive  ear  receives  the  sound 
from  the  instructive  tongue,  and  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry 
are  safely  lodged  in  the  repository  of  a faithful  breast.’’ — Mackey's 
Ritualist,  page  74. 
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Craft : An  attentive  ear,  an  instructive  tongue  and  a 
faithful  breast.  The  .attentive  ear  receives  the  sound 
from  the  instructive  tongue,  and  the  mysteries  of  Ma- 
sonry are  safely  lodged  in  the  repository  of  faithful 
breasts. 

Worshipful  Master  (pointing  to  the  letter  G sus- 
pended over  the  head  of  the  Worshipful  Master) — I 
shall  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  letter  G,  which 
is  the  initial  of  Geometry. 

“Geometry,  the  first  and  noblest  of  sciences,  is  the 
basis  on  which  the  superstructure  of  Freemasonry  is 
erected.  By  geometry  we  may  curiously  trace  nature 
through  her  various  windings  to  her  most  concealed 
recesses.  By  it  we  discover  the  power,  wisdom 
and  goodness  of  the  Grand  Artificer  of  the  Universe, 
and  view  with  delight  the  proportions  which  connect 
this  vast  machine.  By  it  we  discover  how  the  planets 
move  in  their  respective  orbits  and  demonstrate  their 
various  revolutions.  By  it  we  account  for  the  return 
of  the  seasons  and  the  variety  of  scenes  which  each 
season  displays  to  the  discerning  eye.  Numberless 
worlds  are  around  us,  all  framed  by  the  same  Divine 
Artist,  which  roll  through  the  vast  expanse,  and  are  all 
conducted  by  the  same  unerring  law  of  nature. 

“A  survey  of  nature,  and  the  observation  of  her 
beautiful  proportions,  first  determined  man  to  imitate 
the  Divine  Plan,  and  study  symmetry  and  order.  This 
gave  rise  to  societies  and  birth  to  every  useful  art. 
The  architect  began  to  design,  and  the  plans  which  he 
laid  down,  being  improved  by  experience  and  time. 
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have  produced  works  which  are  the  admiration  of  every 
age. 

“The  lapse  of  time,  the  ruthless  hand  of  ignorance, 
and  the  devastations  of  war  have  laid  waste  and  de- 
stroyed many  valuable  monuments  of  antiquity  on 
which  the  utmost  exertions  of  human  genius  have  been 
employed.  Even  the  temple  of  Solomon,  so  spacious 
and  magnificent,  and  constructed  by  so  many  celebrated 
artists,  escaped  not  the  unsparing  ravages  of  barbarous 
force.  Freemasonry,  notwithstanding,  has  still  sur- 
vived. The  attentive  ear  receives  the  sound  from  the 
instructive  tongue,  and  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  are 
safely  lodged  in  the  repository  of  faithful  breasts. 
Tools  and  implements  of  architecture  and  symbolic  em- 
blems most  expressive  are  selected  by  the  fraternity  to 
imprint  on  the  mind  wise  and  serious  truths ; and  thus  ' 
through  a succession  of  ages  are  transmitted  unim- 
paired the  most  excellent  tenets  of  our  institution.” — 
Sickels’s  Monitor , page  91. 

Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  calling  up  the  lodge) 
— The  letter  [pointing  to  the  letter  G]  further  alludes 
to  the  sacred  name  of  Deity,125  to  whom  we  should  all, 
from  the  youngest  Entered  Apprentice  who  stands  in 
the  northeast  corner,  to  the  Worshipful  Master  who 
presides  in  the  east,  with  all  created  intelligent  beings, 
with  reverence  most  humbly  bow.  [All  bow.] 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  seating  the  lodge)  — 
This,  my  brother,  concludes  the  second,  or  Fellow  Craft 
degree  in  Masonry,  and  nothing  more  remains  but  to 
give  you  the 

Note  125. — “An  emblem  of  Deity  is  suspended  in  the  east  of 
every  lodge.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  God. 
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CHARGE  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother ■,  being  advanced 

to  the  second  degree  of  Freemasonry,  we  congratulate 
yon  on  yonr  preferment.  The  internal  and  not  the  ex- 
ternal qualifications  of  a man  are  what  Masonry  regards. 
As  you  increase  in  knowledge  you  will  improve  in  social 
intercourse. 

“It  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  the  duties  which,  as 
a Fellow  Craft,  you  are  bound  to  discharge,  or  enlarge 
on  the  necessity  of  a strict  adherence  to  them,  as  your 
own  experience  must  have  established  their  value. 
Our  laws  and  regulations  you  are  strenuously  to  sup- 
port, and  be  always  ready  to  assist  in  seeing  them  duly 
executed.  You  are  not  to  palliate  or  aggravate  the  of- 
fenses of  your  brethren ; but  in  the  decision  of  every 
trespass  against  our  rules  you  are  to  judge  with  candor, 
admonish  with  friendship,  and  reprehend  with  justice. 

“The  study  of  the  liberal  arts,  that  valuable  branch 
of  education  which  tends  so  effectually  to  polish  and 
adorn  the  mind,  is  earnestly  recommended  to  your  con- 
sideration, especially  the  science  of  geometry,  which  is 
established  as  the  basis  of  our  art.  Geometry,  or  Ma- 
sonry, originally  synonymous  terms,  being  of  a divine 
and  moral  nature,  is  enriched  with  the  most  useful 
knowledge;  while  it  proves  the  wonderful  properties  of 
nature,  it  demonstrates  the  more  important  truths  of 
morality. 

“Your  past  behavior  and  regular  deportment  have 
merited  the  honor  which  we  have  now  conferred;  and 
in  your  new  character  it  is  expected  that  you  will  con- 
form to  the  principles  of  the  order  by  steadily  persever- 
ing in  the  practice  of  every  commendable  virtue. 

“Such  is  the  nature  of  your  engagement  as  a Fellow 
Craft,  and  to  these  duties  you  are  bound  by  the  most 
sacred  ties  ”—rSickels*s  Monitor , page  93. 

Worshipful  Master — (one  rap,  seating  the  lodge.) 
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[The  following  lecture  may  now  be  rehearsed  for  the 
instruction  of  the  candidate;  hut  as  the  duty  of  teach- 
ing the  candidate  the  lecture  is  usually  delegated  to 
some  “bright  Mason,”  who  attends  to  it  privately, 
which  is  called  “posting,”  we  give  the  lecture  in  the 
form  of  an  examination,  which  always  takes  place  be- 
fore the  candidate  is  “raised”  to  the  “sublime  degree  of 
Master  Mason.”] 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Second  or  Fellow  Craft’s  Degree. 

LECTURE — FIRST  SECTION. 

Worshipful  Master — Will  you  be  off  or  from? 

Candidate — From. 

Worshipful  Master — From  what  and  to  what?  [See 
Appendix,  Note  c .] 

Candidate — From  an  Entered  Apprentice  to  a Fellow 
Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Are  you  a Fellow  Craft? 

Candidate — I am;  try  me. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  be  tried? 

Candidate — By  the  square. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  by  the  square? 

Candidate — Because  it  is  an  emblem  of  morality  and 
one  of  the  working  tools  of  my  profession.  [See  Ap- 
pendix, Note  d .] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  a square? 

Candidate — An  angle  of  ninety  degrees,  or  a fourth 
part  of  a circle. 

W orshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Fellow 
Craft? 

Candidate — My  obligation. 

W orshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Fellow 
Craft? 
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Candidate — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of  Fellow 
Crafts. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  prepared? 

Candidate — By  being  divested  of  all  metals,  neither 
naked  nor  clothed,  barefoot  nor  shod,  hoodwinked,  with 
a cable-tow  twice  around  my  naked  right  arm ; in 
which  condition  I was  conducted  to  the  door  of  a lodge 
by  a brother. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  had  you  a cable-tow  twice 
around  your  naked  right  arm? 

Candidate — To  signify  that  as  a Fellow  Craft  I was 
under  a double  tie  to  the  fraternity. 

Worshipful  Master — How  gained  you  admission? 

Candidate — By  three  distinct  knocks. 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  do  they  allude? 

Candidate — To  the  three  jewels  of  a Fellow  Craft; 
an  attentive  ear,  an  instructive  tongue,  and  a faithful 
breast. 

Worshipful  Master — What  was  said  to  you  from 
within  ? 

Candidate — Who  comes  here? 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Brother , who  has  been  regularly 

initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and  now  wishes  to 
receive  more  light  in  Masonry  by  being  passed  to  the 
degree  of  Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — What  were  you  then  asked? 

Candidate — If  it  was  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord; 
if  I was  worthy  and  well  qualified ; duly  and  truly  pre- 
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pared,  had  made  suitable  proficiency  in  the  precedin 
degree,  and  properly  vouched  for;  all  of  which  bein 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  I was  asked  by  what  further 
right  or  benefit  I expected  to  gain  admission. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

W orshipful  Master — Did  you  give  the  pass  ? 


Candidate — I did  not;  my  conductor  gave  it  for  me. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — I was  directed  to  wait  with  patience  until 
the  Worshipful  Master  should  be  informed  of  my  re- 
quest and  his  answer  returned. 

Worshipful  Master — What  answer  did  he  return? 

Candidate — Let  him  enter  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
and  be  received  in  due  form. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  received? 

Candidate — On  the  angle  of  the  square  pressed  to  my 
naked  right  breast,  which  was  to  teach  me  that  the 
square  of  virtue  should  be  the  rule  and  guide  of  my  con- 
duct in  all  my  future  transactions  with  mankind. 

W orshipful  Master — How  were  you  then  disposed 
of? 

Candidate — I was  conducted  twice  around  the  lodge 
to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  where  the  same 
questions  were  asked  and  like  answers  returned  as  at 
the  door. 


W orshipful  Master — How  did  the  Junior  Warden 
dispose  of  you  ? 

Candidate — He  directed  me  to  pass  on  to  the  Senior 
Warden  in  the  west,  and  he  to  the  Worshipful  Master 
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in  the  east,  where  the  same  questions  were  asked  and 
like  answers  returned  as  before. 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  the  Worshipful  Master 
dispose  of  you? 

Candidate — He  ordered  me  to  be  re-conducted  to  the 
Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  who  taught  me  to  approach 
the  east,  by  two  upright  regular  steps,  my  feet  forming 
an  angle  of  a square,  my  body  erect  at  the  altar,  before 
the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter then  do  with  you  ? 

Candidate — He  made  me  a Fellow  Craft  in  due  form. 

Worshipful  Master — What  was  that  due  form? 

Candidate — Kneeling  on  my  naked  right  knee,  my 
left  forming  a square,  my  right  hand  resting  on  the 
Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass,  my  left  arm  forming  a 
right  angle,  supported  by  the  square;  in  which  due 
form  I took  the  obligation  of  a Fellow  Craft,  which 
is  as  follows: 

Worshipful  Master — Repeat  the  penalty.  [In  some 
lodges  the  order  is,  “Repeat  it,”  and  the  whole  oath  is 
repeated.] 

Candidate — “Binding  myself  under  no  less  a penalty 
than  that  of  having  my  breast  torn  open,126  my  heart 
plucked  out  and  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the 
temple,  to  be  devoured  by  the  vultures  of  the  air, 
[See  Appendix,  Xote  f]  should  I ever  knowingly  vio- 
late this  my  Fellow  Craft’s  obligation.  So  help  me  God 

Note  126. — “The  throat  was  first  cut  across  to  let  out  the 
blood,  the  breast  was  next  torn  open  to  ascertain  if  there  was 
any  disease  or  malformation.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  Subject,  Fel- 
low Craft  Degree,  page  138. 
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and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the 
same.” 

Worshipful  Master — After  taking  the  obligation  what 
were  you  then  asked  ? 

Candidate — What  I then  desired. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Candidate — More  light  in  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — Did  you  receive  it? 

Candidate — I did,  by  order  of  the  Worshipful  Master 
and  the  assistance  of  the  brethren. 

Worshipful  Master — On  being  brought  to  light  what 
did  you  first  discover  more  than  you  had  heretofore 
done? 

Candidate — One  point  of  the  compass  elevated  above 
the  square,  the  other  being  hid,  which  was  to  signify 
that  I had  as  yet  received  light  in  Masonry  but  par- 
tially. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  you  then  discover? 

Candidate — The  Worshipful  Master  approaching  me 
from  the  east,  under  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  a Fellow 
Craft;  who,  in  token  of  the  continuance  of  his  broth- 
erly love  and  friendship,  presented  me  with  his  right 
hand,  and  with  it  the  pass,  the  token  of  the  pass,  grip 
and  word  of  a Fellow  Craft,  and  ordered  me  to  arise  and 
salute  the  Junior  and  Senior  Wardens  as  such. 

Worshipful  Master — After  saluting  the  Wardens, 
what  did  you  then  discover  ? 

Candidate — The  Worshipful  Master,  who  ordered  me 
to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  who  taught  me  how 
to  wear  mv  apron  as  a Fellow  Craft. 
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Worshipful  Master — How  should  a Fellow  Craft  wear 
his  apron? 

Candidate — With  the  flap  turned  down. 

Worshipful  Master — After  being  taught  how  to  wear 
your  apron  as  a Fellow  Craft,  how  were  you  then  dis- 
posed of? 

Candidate — 1 was  conducted  to  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter in  the  east,  who  presented  me  with  the  working 
tools  of  a Fellow  Craft,  which  are  the  plumb,  square 
and  level,  and  taught  me  their  uses. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  their  uses? 

Candidate — “The  plumb  is  an  instrument  made  use 
of  by  operative  masons  to  try  perpendiculars;  the 
square  to  square  their  work,  and  the  level  to  prove  hor- 
izontals; but  we,  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  are 
taught  to  make  use  of  them  for  more  noble  and  glori- 
ous purposes.  The  plumb  admonishes  us  to  walk  up- 
rightly in  our  several  stations  before  God  and  man, 
squaring  our  actions  by  the  square  of  virtue,  and  ever 
remembering  that  we  are  traveling1 27  upon  the  level  of 
time  to  ‘that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne 
no  traveler  returns.'  ” — Sick  els’ s Monitor , page  67. 

Worshipful  Master — IIow  were  you  then  disposed 
of? 

Candidate — I was  ordered  to  be  re-conducted  to  the 
place  from  whence  I came,  and  re-invested  of  what  I 
had  been  divested,  and  was  informed  that  agreeable  to 
an  ancient  custom  adopted  in  every  regular  and  well- 
governed  lodge,  it  would  then  be  necessary  that  I 
should  make  a regular  ascent  by  a flight  of  winding 

Note  127. — “The  square  is  the  symbol  of  the  divine  essence.” — 
Mackey’8  Lexicon,  Art.  Geometry. 


216 


FELLOW  CRAFT’S  DEGREE. 


stairs/28  consisting  of  three,  five  and  seven  steps,  to  a 
place  representing  the  middle  chamber  of  King  Solo- 
mon’s temple,  there  to  receive  in  regular  time  the  wages 
and  jewels  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

SECOND  SECTION. 

[This  second  section  is  usually  given  to  the  candi- 
date only  in  narrative  form  at  the  time  of  his  receiving 
the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  as  given  on  pages  189-201, 
and  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  official  key,  in  the  form  of 
questions  and  answers,  although  some  lodges  give  it  as 
such.] 

Worshipful  Master — How  many  kinds  of  Masonry 
are  there  ? 

Candidate-^- Two,  operative  and  speculative. 

Worshipful  Master— What  is  meant  by  operative 
Masonry  ? 

Candidate — “By  operative  Masonry  we  allude  to  a 
proper  application  of  the  useful  rules  of  architecture, 
whence  a structure  will  derive  figure,  strength  and 
beauty,  and  whence  will  result  a due  proportion  and  a 
just  correspondence  in  all  its  parts.  It  furnishes  us 
with  dwellings  and  convenient  shelters  from  the  vicis- 
situdes and  inclemencies  of  seasons;  and  while  it  dis- 
plays the  effects  of  human  wisdom  as  well  in  the  choice 
as  in  the  arrangement  of  the  sundry  materials  of  which 
an  edifice  is  composed,  it  demonstrates  that  a fund  of 

Note  128. — “Winding  Stairs.  The  35th  emblem  in  Symbolical 
Masonry.  The  number  of  steps  in  the  Winding  Stairs  is  given  in 
Masonic  traditions  as  three,  five  and  seven.” — Morris’s  Dictionary, 
Art.  Winding  Stairs. 

“To  enter  the  temple,  to  pass  within  the  porch, -to  be  made  a 
Mason,  and  to  be  born  into  the  world  of  Masonic  light,  are  all 
synonymous  and  convertible  terms.  Here,  then,  the  symbolism 
of  the  Winding  Stairs  begins.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  100. 
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science  and  industry  is  implanted  in  man,  for  the  best, 
most  salutary  and  beneficent  purposes/' — Sickels's  Mon- 
itor, page  69. 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  meant  by  speculative 
Masonry  ? 

Candidate — “By  speculative  Masonry  we  learn  to 
subdue  the  passions,  act  upon  the  square,  keep  a tongue 
of  good  report,  maintain  secrecy129  and  practice  charity. 
It  is  so  far  interwoven  with  religion  as  to  lay  us  under 
obligations  to  pay  that  rational  homage  to  the  Deity 
which  at  once  constitutes  our  duty  and  our  happiness^ 
It  leads  the  contemplative  to  view  with  reverence  and 
admiration  the  glorious  works  of  creation,  and  inspires 
him  with  the  most  exalted  ideas  of  the  perfection  of  his 
Divine  Creator/' — Sickels’s  Monitor , page  70. 

Worshipful  Master — Have  you  ever  worked  as  a Ma- 
son ? 

Candidate — I have  as  a speculative  Mason  only,  but 
our  ancient  brethren  worked  in  operative  as  well  as* 
speculative  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — How  long  did  they  work  before 
they  received  wages? 

Candidate — Six  days. 

W or  shipful  Master — Did  they  not  work  on  the 
seventh  ? 

Candidate — They  did  not. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  not? 

Candidate — Because  in  six  days  God  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  rested  upon  the  seventh  day; 

Note  129. — “Masons  are  said  to  conceal  the  art  of  keeping 
secrets,  so  that  the  world  may  conceal  nothing  from  them.” — 
Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Secret  Breaking. 
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the  seventh,  therefore,  our  ancient  brethren  consecrated 
as  a day  of  rest  from  their  labors,  thereby  enjoying  fre- 
quent opportunities  to  contemplate  the  glorious  works 
of  the  creation  and  to  adore  their  great  Creator. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  received  and 
recorded  as  a Fellow  Craft? 

Candidate — In  a place  representing  the  middle  cham- 
ber of  King  Solomon’s  temple. 

Worshipful  Master — Did  you  observe  anything  that 
particularly  attracted  your  attention  on  your  passage 
there  ? 

Candidate — I did. 

Worshipful  Master — What? 

Candidate — Two  great  pillars;  one  on  the  left  hand, 
the  other  on  the  right. 

Worshipful  Master— What  is  the  one  on  the  left  hand 
called  ? 

Candidate — Boaz. 

* Worshipful  Master — What  does  that  denote? 

Candidate — Strength. 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  the  one  on  the  right 
hand  called? 

Candidate — Jachin. 

Worshipful  Master — What  does  that  denote? 

Candidate — That  he  will  establish. 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  do  they  both  together 
allude  ? 

Candidate — To  the  promise  of  God  to  David,  that  he 
would  establish  his  kingdom  in  strength. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  these  pillars  cast? 

Candidate — In  the  clay  grounds  on  the  plains  of  J or- 
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dan,  between  Succoth  and  Zeradatha,  where  all  the 
holy  vessels  of  King  Solomon’s  temple  were  cast  by 
one  Hiram  Abiff,  or  Abbim. 

Worshipful  Master — Who  was  Hiram  Abiff  ? 

Candidate — The  widow’s  son  of  the  tribe  of  Naphtali. 

Worshipful  Master — Were  they  cast  hollow  or  solid? 

Candidate — Hollow. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  so? 

Candidate — The  better  to  serve  as  a safe  repository 
for  the  archives  of  Masonry  against  any  inundations  and 
conflagrations. 

Worshipful  Master — How  high  were  they? 

Candidate — Thirty-five  cubits  each. 

W or  shipful  Master — How  were  they  adorned? 

Candidate — With  chapiters  of  five  cubits  each  mak- 
ing in  the  whole  forty  cubits  high. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  these  adorned? 

Candidate — With  lily-work,  net- work  and  pomegran- 
ates. 

Worshipful  Master — What  do  they  denote? 

Candidate — Peace,  unity  and  plenty. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  so? 

Candidate — The  lily,  by  its  purity,  and  the  retired 
situation  in  which  it  grows,  denotes  peace;  the  net- 
work, by  the  intimate  connection  of  its  parts,  denotes 
unity;  the  pomegranates,  by  the  exuberance  of  their 
seed,  denote  plenty. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  they  further  adorned? 
What  are  their  uses?  What  do  they  further  denote? 

Candidate — With  pommels  on  the  tops,  representing 
globes,  which  denotes  Masonic  universality.  “The 
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globes  are  two  artificial,  spherical  bodies,  on  the  convex 
surface  of  which  are  represented  the  countries,  seas  and 
various  parts  of  the  earth,  the  face  of  the  heavens,  the 
planetary  revolutions,  and  other  important  particulars. 
Their  principal  use,  besides  serving  as  maps  to  distin- 
guish the  outward  parts  of  the  earth  and  the  situation 
of  the  fixed  stars,  is  to  illustrate  and  explain  the  phe- 
nomena arising  from  the  annual  revolution  and  the  di- 
urnal rotation  of  the  earth  round  its  own  axis.  They 
are  invaluable  instruments  for  improving  the  mind,  and 
giving  it  the  most  distinct  idea  of  any  problem  or  prop- 
osition, as  well  as  enabling  it  to  solve  the  same.  Con- 
templating these  bodies,  we  are  inspired  with  a due  rev- 
erence for  the  Deity  and  His  works,  and  are  induced  to 
encourage  the  studies  of  astronomy,  geography,  navi- 
gation, and  the  arts  dependent  on  them,  by  which  soci- 
ety has  been  so  much  benefited.” — Siclcels’s  Monitor , 
page  72.  They  also  denote  the  universality  of  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — After  passing  the  porch,  where 
did  you  next  arrive  ? * 

Candidate — At  a flight  of  winding  stairs,  consisting 
of  three,  five  and  seven  steps. 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  does  the  number  three 
allude  ? 

Candidate — To  the  three  first  degrees  of  Masonry, 
and  also  to  the  three  first  officers  of  the  lodge. 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  does  the  number  five 
allude  ? 

Candidate — To  the  five  orders  in  architecture. 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  meant  by  order  in  ar*» 
chitecture  ? 
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Candidate — “By  order  in  architecture  is  meant  a sys- 
tem of  all  the  members,  proportions  and  ornaments  of 
columns  and  pilasters.  Or  it  is  a regular  arrangement 
of  the  projecting  parts  of  a building,  which,  united 
with  those  of  a column,  form  a beautiful,  perfect  and 
complete  whole.’* — Sickels’s  Monitor , page  7Jf. 

Worshipful  Master — How  are  these  orders  classed? 

Candidate — The  five  orders  are  thus  classed:  The 

Tuscan,  Doric,  Ionic,  Corinthian  and  Composite. 

“The  Tuscan  is  the  most  simple  and  solid  of  the  five 
orders.  It  was  invented  in  Tuscany,  whence  it  derives 
its  name.  Its  column  is  seven  diameters  high,  and  its 
capital,  base  and  entablature  have  but  few  mouldings. 
The  simplicity  of  the  construction  of  this  column  ren- 
ders it  eligible  where  ornament  would  be  superfluous.” 
— Sickels’s  Monitor , page  75. 

[The  description  of  the  Doric,  Ionic,  Corinthian  and 
Composite  are  given  also,  as  on  pages  193-195.] 

Worshipful  Master — Which  of  these  are  most  re- 
vered by  Masons  ? 

Candidate — The  ancient  and  original  orders. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  they? 

Candidate — They  are  the  Doric,  Ionic  and  Corinthian, 
which  were  invented  by  the  Greeks.  “To  these  the 
Homans  have  added  two;  the  Tuscan,  which  they  made 
plainer  than  the  Doric,  and  the  Composite,  which  was 
more  ornamental,  if  not  more  beautiful  than  the  Corin- 
thian. The  first  three  orders  alone,  however,  show  in- 
vention and  particular  character,  and  essentially  differ 
from  each  other,  the  two  others  having  nothing  but 
what  is  borrowed,  and  differ  only  accidentally;  the 
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Tuscan  is  the  Doric  in  its  earliest  state,  and  the  Com- 
posite is  the  Corinthian  enriched  with  the  Ionic.  To 
the  Greeks,  therefore,  and  not  to  the  Romans,  we  are 
indebted  for  what  is  great,  judicious  and  distinct  in  ar- 
chitecture.”— Siclcels’s  Monitor , page  78. 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  does  the  number  five 
further  allude? 

Candidate — To  the  five  senses  of  human  nature: 
Hearing,  seeing,  feeling,  smelling  and  tasting.  Hear- 
ing is  that  sense,  etc.  [Here  follows  a description  of 
the  five  senses,  as  given  on  pages  195-198.] 

Worshipful  Master — Which  of  these  are  the  most 
revered  by  Masons  ? 

Candidate — The  first  three : hearing,  seeing,  and 
feeling. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  so? 

Candidate — Because  by  the  sense  of  hearing  we  hear 
the  word,  by  that  of  seeing  we  see  the  sign,  and  by  that 
of  feeling  we  feel  the  grip,  by  which  one  Mason  may 
know  another  in  the  dark  as  well  as  in  the  light. 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  does  the  number  seven 
allude  ? 

Candidate— To  the  seven  liberal  arts  and  sciences: 
which  are  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic,  arithmetic,  geome- 
try, music  and  astronomy.  Grammar  teaches  the  proper 
arrangement,  etc.  [Here  follows  a description  of  the 
seven  liberal  arts  and  sciences,  the  same  as  given  on 
pages  198-201.] 

Worshipful  Master— Which  of  these  is  more  partis 
ularly  followed  by  Masons  ? 

Candidate — Geometry,  or  the  fifth  science. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  does  Geometry  treat  of  ? 

Candidate — “Geometry  treats  of  the  powers  and  prop- 
erties of  magnitudes  in  general,  where  length,  breadth 
•and  thickness  are  considered,  from  a point  to  a line, 
from  a line  to  a superficies , and  from  a superficies  to  a 
solid.  A point  is  a dimensionless  figure  or  an  indivisi- 
ole  part  of  a space.  A line  is  a point  continued,  and  a 
figure  of  one  capacity,  namely,  length.  A superficies 
is  a figure  of  two  dimensions,  namely,  length  and 
breadth.  A solid  is  a figure  of  three  dimensions,  namely* 
length,  breadth  and  thickness/’ — SicTcels’s  Monitor ; 
page  91. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  its  advantages  ? 

Candidate — “By  this  science  the  architect  is  enabled 
to  construct  his  plans  and  execute  his  designs;  the  gem 
eral  to  arrange  his  soldiers;  the  engineer  to  mark  out 
grounds  for  encampments ; the  geographer  to  give  the 
dimensions  of  the  world  and  all  things  therein  con- 
tained; to  delineate  the  extent  of  seas,  and  specify  the 
divisions  of  empires,  kingdoms  and  provinces.  By  it 
also  the  astronomer  is  enabled  to  make  his  observations, 
and  to  fix  the  duration  of  times  and  seasons,  years  and 
cycles.  In  fine,  geometry  is  the  foundation  of  archi- 
tecture and  the  root  of  the  mathematics.” — SicJcels's 
Monitor , page  88. 

Worshipful  Master — After  passing  the  stairs  where 
did  you  next  arrive? 

Candidate — At  the  outer  door  of  the  middle  chamber, 
which  I found  guarded  by  the  Junior  Warden,  who  de- 
manded of  me  the  pass  and  token  of  the  pass  of  a Fel- 
low Craft. 
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Worshipful  Master — Give  me  the  pass. 

C a n dida  t e — Sh  ibboleth. 

Worshipful  Master — What  does  that  denote? 

Candidate — Plenty. 

Worshipful  Master — How  is  it  represented? 

Candidate — By  ears  of  corn  hanging  near  a water- 
ford.  [See  Appendix,  Note  g.~] 

Worshipful  Master — What  originated  that  word  as 
a pass? 

Candidate — It  originated  in  consequence  of  a 
quarrel  between  Jephtliah,  judge  of  Israel,  and  the 
Ephraimites.  The  Ephraimites  had  long  been  a trouble* 
some  and  rebellious  people,  whom  Jephtliah  had  sought 
to  subdue  by  lenient  means,  but  without  effect.  They 
being  highly  incensed  at  not  being  called  to  fight,  and 
share  in  the  rich  spoils  of  the  Ammonitish  war,  and 
fired  with  vengeance,  gathered  together  a mighty  army, 
crossed  the  river  Jordan,  to  give  Jephtliah  battle;  but 
Jephthah  being  apprised  of  their  intent,  gathered  to- 
gether the  men  of  Gilead,  gave  them  battle  and  put 
them  to  flight.  And  in  order  to  make  his  victory  more 
complete,  he  placed  guards  at  the  several  passes  of  Jor- 
dan and  commanded  them  if  any  strangers  attempt  to 
pass  that  way,  to  demand  of  them,  say  now  Shibboleth; 
but  they,  being  of  a different  tribe,  could  not  frame  to 
pronounce  it  right,  and  said  Sibboleth;  this  trifling 
detect  proved  them  enemies  and  cost  them  their  lives, 
and  there  fell  at  that  time  of  the  Ephraimites  forty  and 
two  thousand;  since  which  time  this  word  has  been 
adopted  as  a pass,  whereby  to  gain  admission  into  aL  reg- 
ular and  well-governed  lodges  of  Fellow  Crafts. 
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Worshipful  Master — After  passing  the  outer  door, 
where  did  you  next  arrive? 

Candidate — At  the  inner  door  of  the  middle  chamber, 
which  I found  guarded  by  the  Senior  Warden,  who  de- 
manded of  me  the  grip  and  word  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  the  grip. 

Candidate— { Grasps  Master’s  right  hand  with  his 
right,  and  presses  ball  of  thumb  hard  on  knuckle  of 
second  finger.) 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  this? 

Candidate — The  real  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  this  a name? 

Candidate — It  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Will  you  give  it  me? 

Candidate — I did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  I so 
impart  it. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 

Candidate — I will  letter  it  or  halve  it. 

Worshipful  Master — Halve  it  and  begin. 

Candidate — Nay,  you  begin. 

Worshipful  Master — Begin  you. 

C andidate — J a . 

Worshipful  Master — Chin.  [See  Appendix,  Note  h.] 

Candidate — Jachin. 

Worshipful  Master — After  passing  the  inner  door 
where  did  you  next  arrive  ? 

Candidate — Within  the  middle  chamber,  where  I 
found  the  Worshipful  Master,  who  ordered  me  to  be 
recorded  as  a Fellow  Craft,  and  explained  to  me  the 
wages  and  jewels  of  a Fellow  Craft,  and  directed  my 
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attention  to  the  letter  G,  and  informed  m'e  that  it  was 
the  initial  of  geometry.130 

Worshipful  Master — What  explanation  did  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  give  you  of  geometry  ? 

Candidate — “ Geometry,  the  first  and  noblest  of  sci- 
ences, is  the  basis  on  which  the  superstructure  of  Free- 
masonry is  erected.  By  geometry  we  may  curiously 
trace  nature  through  her  various  windings  to  her  most 
concealed  recesses.  By  it  we  discover  the  power,  wis- 
dom and  goodness  of  the  Grand  Artificer  of  the  Uni- 
verse, and  view  with  delight  the  proportions  which  con- 
nect this  vast  machine.  Bv  it  we  discover  how  the 
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planets  move  in  their  respective  orbits,  and  demonstrate 
their  various  revolutions.  By  it  we  account  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  seasons  and  the  variety  of  scenes  which 
each  season  displays  to  the  discerning  eye.  Numberless 
worlds  are  around  us,  all  framed  by  the  same  Divine 
Artist,  which  roll  through  the  vast  expanse,  and  are  all 
conducted  by  the  same  unerring  law  of  nature. 

“A  survey  of  nature,  and  the  observation  of  her 
beautiful  proportions,  first  determined  man  to  imitate 
the  divine  plan,  and  study  symmetry  and  order.  This 
gave  rise  to  societies,  and  birth  to  ever}"  useful  art. 
The  architect  began  to  design,  and  the  plans  which  he 
laid  down,  being  improved  by  time  and  experience,  have 
produced  works  which  are  the  admiration  of  every  age. 

“The  lapse  of  time,  the  ruthless  hand  of  ignorance, 

NOTE  130. — "As  the  earthly  temple  was  constructed  under 
the  correcting-  application  of  the  plumb,  the  level  and  the 
square,  by  which  its  lines  and  angles  were  properly  admeas- 
ured, so  we  are  accustomed  in  the  construction  of  the  great 
moral  edifice  of  our  minds  symbolically  to  apply  the  same 
instruments,  in  order  to  exhibit  our  work  on  the  great  day 
of  inspection  as  true  and  trusty.” — Mackley’s  Lexicon,  Art. 
Geometry. 
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and  the  devastations  of  war,  have  laid  waste  and  de- 
stroyed many  valuable  monuments  of  antiquity,  on 
which  the  utmost  exertions  of  human  genius  have  been 
employed.  Even  the  temple  of  Solomon,  so  spacious 
and  magnificent,  and  constructed  by  so  many  celebrated 
artists,  escaped  not  the  unsparing  ravages  of  barbarous 
force.  Freemasonry,  notwithstanding,  has  still  sur- 
vived. 

“The  attentive  ear  receives  the  sound  from  the  in- 
structive tongue,  and  the  mysteries  of  Masonry  are 
safely  lodged  in  the  repository  of  faithful  breasts. 
Tools  and  implements  of  architecture,  and  symbolic 
emblems  most  expressive,  are  selected  by  the  fraternity 
to  imprint  on  the  mind  wise  and  serious  truths;  and 
thus  through  a succession  of  ages  are  transmitted  un- 
impaired the  most  excellent  tenets  of  our  institutions.” 
— Sickels’s  Monitor , page  91. 

Worshipful  Master — What  further  explanation  did 
the  Worshipful  Master  give  you  of  the  letter  G? 

Candidate — He  informed  nte  that  it  further  alludes 
to  the  sacred  name  of  Deity,  to  whom  we  should  all, 
from  the  youngest  Entered  Apprentice  who  stands  in 
the  northeast  corner,  to  the  Worshipful  Master  who 
presides  in  the  east,  with  all  created  intelligent  beings, 
with  reverence  most  humbly  bow. 

[If  there  is  no  “work”  on  the  third  degree  at  this 
communication  the  lodge  may  now  be  closed  by  cere- 
monies exactly  the  same  as  those  of  the  first  degree, 
with  trifling  variations  to  suit  this  degree.] 
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The  Fellow  Craft  Degree  Dike  the  Entered  Apprentice. — 
The  First  Three  Degrees  Were  Originally  One. — Why  Divided? 
— Why  Are  Candidates  Stripped,  Blinded  and  Tied? — A Slave’s 
Oath. — Christless  Prayers  and  Ceremonies  Repeated. — Furnish 
Them  More  Masonic  Gods. — The  Pretense  of  Dearning  a False- 
hood. 

The  fellow  craft  degree  in  Free  Masonry  has  been 
found  by  the  reader  to  be  similar  in  character  to  the 
entered  apprentice  degree,  which  we  have  already 
examined.  This  is  not  singular,  and  will  seem  per- 
fectly natural  to  the  student  of  the  system  when  he 
reflects  that  originally  the  three  degrees  were  one. 
The  lodges  met  in  some  tavern,  had  the  pleasure  of 
putting  a candidate  or  candidates  through  the  cere- 
monies of  the  degrees,  stripping  them,  haltering  them, 
blindfolding  them,  swearing  them,  terrifying  them, 
etc.,  and  then  had  the  liquor  at  the  expense  of  the 
candidate.  This  worked  satisfactorily  as  long  as 
there  were  plenty  of  candidates,  but  when  the  num- 
ber of  candidates  diminished  the  number  of  degrees 
had  to  increase,  or  the  amount  of  liquor  would  fall 
short.  So  the  original  degree,  we  will  see,  was  sepa- 
rated into  the  three  degrees,  the  Entered  Apprentice, 
the  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason.  The  three  de- 
grees made  what  would  be  called  a continued  story. 
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The  whole  ritual  was  based  upon  the  lying  pretense 
that  Free  Masonry  originated  at  the  construction  of 
Solomon’s  temple.  The  Entered  Apprentice  degree 
in  the  play  was  supposed  to  belong  to  the  burden- 
bearers  who  performed  in  collecting  materials  for 
the  temple.  The  Fellow  Craft  degree  was  supposed 
to  belong  to  the  timber  hewers,  stone  squarers,  who 
performed  the  mechanical  work;  and  the  Master’s 
degree  was  supposed  to  have  been  taken  by  the  3,300 
supervisors  who  laid  out  and  carried  forward  the 
work.  It  would  therefore  be  natural  that  the  ritual 
should  be  like  in  character  to  that  of  the  first  degree. 

THE  TEMPLE  OF  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 

This  we  find  to  be  true,  for  the  dress  of  the  candi- 
date in  the  second  degree  is  like  the  dress  of  the 
candidate  in  the  first  degree.  In  each,  all  the  cloth- 
ing excepting  shirt  and  drawers  are  removed.  In 
the  first  the  left  knee,  arm  and  breast  are  exposed; 
in  the  second  the  right  knee,  arm  and  breast  are  ex- 
posed. The  question  will  very  probably  arise  in  the 
minds  of  some  man  as  to  why  such  a humiliating 
transaction  should  be  desired  by  anyone  in  connection 
with  the  organization.  The  answer  is  probably  two- 
fold. First  the  men  who  made  the  degree  wanted  the 
fun  of  seeing  their  fellow  men  from  time  to  time 
stripped,  haltered  and  hoodwinked  in  this  fashion. 
The  candidate  did  not  know  who  was  in  the  lodge 
room ; every  one  in  the  lodge  room  saw  the  candidate, 
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and  the  amount  of  joking  and  coarse  insult  which  he 
received  depended  entirely  upon  the  character  of  the 
men  in  the  lodge.  Lodges  composed  of  fairly  well 
bred  men  treated  the  candidate  in  one  way,  and  lodges 
composed  of  drunken  rowdies  treated  the  candidate 
in  any  other  way,  but  the  personal  humiliation  in  each 
case  was  the  same.  The  candidate  in  this  condition 
did  not  know  what  to  expect,  and  his  shame  and  fear 
were  both  on  edge.  This  is  what  the  man  who  invented 
the  degrees  probably  wanted.  The  purpose  which 
Satan,  the  god  of  the  Masonic  and  all  other  orders, 
had  in  view  was  different.  He  knew  that  God  had 
created  the  bodies  of  men  to  be  temples  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  That  this  was  His  declared  design,  and  as 
one  who  hates  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ  takes,  if  he 
be  a person  of  a certain  type,  delight  in  marring  and 
defacing  the  buildings  in  which  churches  meet,  so 
Satan,  the  grand  master  of  all  lodges,  delights  in  de- 
grading and  dishonoring  the  temple  in  which  the 
Holy  Spirit  was  intended  to  dwell.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  these  humiliations  also  tend  to  hold  the  man 
to  the  order.  One  hesitates  to  reveal  his  own  folly 
and  shame.  A man  who  has  been  thus  stripped  and 
haltered  and  hoodwinked  is  not  likely,  except  for  the 
gravest  conscientious  reasons,  to  reveal  the  fact  to  the 
world.  The  history  of  the  organization  proves  that 
this  is  true.  The  men  who  have  revealed  Free 
Masonry  have  been  without  exception  men  of  the 
highest  personal  character,  gentlemen  and  Christians. 
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They  have  never  taken  their  reputations,  their  prop- 
erty interests  and  their  lives  into  their  hands  except 
when  compelled  to  do  so  by  an  irresistible  sense  of 
duty.  One  who  reflects  upon  the  life  and  talk  of  such 
men  as  Elder  David  Bernard,  Rev.  President  Charles 
G.  Finney,  Rev.  W.  F.  Jacoby  and  Mr.  E.  Y.  Woolley 
have  both  an  illustration  and  a confirmation  of  this 
statement. 

THE  SLAVE'S  OATH. 

The  second  degree,  which  begins  as  the  first  does, 
with  a defamation  of  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
continues  as  that  did  to  a slave’s  oath.  In  the  first 
degree  the  candidate,  on  his  left  knee  with  the  Bible 
between  his  hands,  his  eyes  blinded,  swears  that  he 
will  never  reveal  the  secrets  of  Masonry.  This  is  the 
substance  of  his  oath,  and  it  is  emphasized  by  the 
penalty  which  the  reader  already  has  in  mind.  The 
Fellow  Craft  oath  begins  in  the  same  fashion.  The 
candidate  will  keep  secret  what  he  has  received,  or  is 
about  to  receive,  but  he  proceeds  to  swear  that  he  will 
obey  the  commands  of  his  lodge,  the  requirements  of 
his  brethren  and  this  old  obligation,  together  with  this 
new  obligation  are  backed  by  another  penalty  calling 
for  murder.  By  this  he  solemnly  promises  and  swears 
under  no  less  penalty  than  that  of  having  his  left 
breast  torn  open,  his  heart  and  vitals  taken  thence 
and  thrown  out  to  be  food  for  beasts  of  the  field  and 
birds  of  the  air.  He  is  now  under  the  death  penalty 
to  be  true  to  the  order,  yet  he  is  not  even  at  this  time 
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considered  a Free  Mason,  he  has  no  rights  except  to 
pay  dues  and  obey  orders.  He  cannot  be  buried  as  a 
Mason  unless  he  proceeds  to  take  another  degree.  But 
he  is,  if  he  adheres  to  the  order  and  maintains  his 
oath,  a lifetime  slave  of  men  whom  he  has  never  seen 
and  about  whom  he  knows  absolutely  nothing.  He  is 
to  keep  secrets  which  are  not  yet  communicated,  and 
to  obey  orders  which  are  not  yet  given.  It  is  not 
strange  that  men  who  have  once  become  entangled  in 
an  organization  of  this  kind  find  it  difficult  to  break 
away.  It  is  not  strange  that  those  of  them  who  do 
withdraw  from  the  organization,  and  these  are  prob- 
ably by  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands,  do  so  silently, 
preferring  to  bear  their  burden  in  private  rather  than 
to  risk  the  ruin  of  reputation,  the  loss  of  property 
and  the  danger  to  life  which  would  follow  an  open 
renunciation  of  murderer’s  oaths  like  this. 

CHRISTLESS  RELIGION  REAFFIRMED 

The  third  fact  in  which  Fellow  Craft  Masonry  re- 
peats Entered  Apprentice  Masonry  is  the  continuation 
of  the  Christless  religious  attitude.  On  admission  to 
the  Masonic  lodge  for  the  second  time  the  candidate 
is  again  received  with  religious  rites. 

On  entering  the  lodge  room  for  the  first  time  in  the 
second  degree  the  Senior  Deacon  presses  against  his 
naked  right  breast  the  angle  of  the  square  and  says 
to  him:  ‘Brother,  upon  your  entering  this  lodge  of 
Fellow  Crafts  for  the  first  time  you  are  received  on 
the  angle  of  the  square  pressed  to  your  naked  right 
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breast,  which  is  to  teach  you  that  the  square  of  virtue 
should  be  the  rule  and  guide  of  your  conduct  in  all 
your  future  transactions  with  mankind.”  He  is  then 
led  around  the  lodge  room,  just  as  he  was  in  the  first 
degree,  only  the  “circumambulation”  is  twice  instead 
of  once,  and  as  he  walks,  led  b}"  his  conductor,  stripped 
and  blinded  as  he  is,  a portion  of  the  Scripture  is  read 
and  in  some  lodges  an  ode  is  sung. 

As  the  reader  has  observed  in  the  ritual,  the  lecture 
of  the  Senior  Deacon,  the  Scripture  reading  and  the 
ode,  all  of  them  have  a sort  of  religious  tone,  not  a 
Christian  tone,  for  there  is  no  mention  of  or  reference 
to  the  Savior  in  either  of  them,  but  a religious  tone, 
and  an  ignorant,  immoral  man  who,  blindfolded  and 
haltered  is  led  about  the  room,  would  unquestionably 
imagine  that  this  was  a sort  of  a religious  ceremony 
through  which  he  was  passing  and  this  is  an  explana- 
tion of  the  fact  that  lodge  men,  almost  without  ex- 
ception, when  speaking  of  the  order  say  that  “it  is 
a good  enough  religion  for  them.” 

When  the  candidate  passes  on  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  degree  he  is  clothed  and  presented  with  the  work- 
ing tools  of  his  degree,  and  here,  as  in  the  first  de- 
gree, he  is  taught  that  these  tools  of  an  operative 
mason  are  not  used  by  Free  Masons  for  operative 
purposes,  but  for  those  of  a religious  character.  ‘ ‘ The 
plumb  is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by  operative 
means  to  raise  perpendiculars;  the  square,  to  square 
their  work;  and  the  level  to  lay  horizontals;  but  we, 
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as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use 
of  them  for  more  noble  and  glorious  purposes;  the 
plumb  admonishes  us  to  walk  uprightly  in  our  several 
stations  before  God  and  man,  squaring  our  actions  by 
the  square  of  virtue,  and  remembering  that  we  are 
traveling  upon  the  level  of  time  to  that  undiscovered 
country  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns.’ ’ — 
Mackey’s  Ritual,  page  73. 

These  words  mean  nothing,  or  they  teach  that  what 
is  accomplished  in  the  Christian  system  by  repentance 
and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  accomplished  in 
Free  Masonry  by  the  use  of  the  tools  of  a working 
mason  and  the  whole  Masonic  system  in  the  second 
degree,  just  as  in  the  first  degree,  is  absolutely  desti- 
tute of  any  reference  to  the  sacrifice  and  intercession 
of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ.  The  second 
degree  is  a repetition  and  a reinforcement  of  the 
Christless  religious  position  of  the  first  degree. 

MORE  FALSE  PRETENSE 

The  reader  already  knows  that  Free  Masonry 
originated  in  London  in  the  Apple  Tree  Tavern  in 
1717.  He  knows  that  the  three  degrees  were  originally 
one  degree  and  were  intended  to  furnish  “fun”  of  a 
coarse,  low  type  for  the  drinking  men  who  assemble 
in  such  places.  He  knows  that  this  fun  was  to  be  at- 
tended by  prayers,  moral  lectures,  solemn  obligations 
and  bloody  oaths.  He  knows  that  the  whole  system 
was  threaded  along  a story  about  Solomon  and  his 
temple,  which  story  was  entirely  false.  He  knows 
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that  there  was  continually  a pretense  that  the  actual 
object  was  not  the  apparent  one.  That  there  was 
either  a pretense  of  some  valuable  end  to  be  attained, 
and  no  admission  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  that  what 
was  wanted  was  sport  at  the  expense  of  the  candidate, 
and  liquor  to  be  paid  for  by  him. 

In  the  second  degree  the  special  fiction  was  that 
as  the  Entered  Apprentice  Mason  had  become  saved 
and  sanctified ; by  the  ceremonies  of  the  degree  in  the 
Fellow  Craft  he  was  to  gain  valuable  scientific  knowl- 
edge. The  candidate  was  taught  that  the  Entered 
Apprentice  worked  on  the  ground  floor  of  Solomon’s 
temple,  the  Fellow  Craft  in  the  middle  chamber,  and 
the  Master  Mason  in  the  sanctum  sanctorum;  so  the 
Fellow  Craft  was  informed  that  he  was  to  secure  in- 
formation respecting  the  five  orders  of  architecture, 
the  use  of  the  five  senses  and  the  study  of  the  five 
liberal  arts  and  sciences.  Of  course  all  who  know  a 
little  about  the  history  of  the  Masonic  organization 
know  that  it  is  not  attractive  to  scholarly  men.  The 
repetition  of  the  foolish  questions  and  answers  in 
opening  and  closing  the  lodge  and  in  giving  the 
lectures  for  the  different  degrees,  as  the  reader  can 
see,  would  be  unspeakably  tiresome  to  any  man  of  fair 
intelligence  and  education.  As  one  would  suppose  so 
it  is  proved  to  be,  Free  Masons  are  very  seldom  schol- 
arly men.  If  a scholarly  man  by  some  blunder  gets 
into  the  organization,  he  is  conspicuous  in  it  by  reason 
of  his  absence  from  its  assemblies.  So  we  have  here 
again  as  in  the  preceding  degree,  an  illustration  of 
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the  shams  and  falsities  which  the  lodge  lives  by.  Such 
a ridiculous  expression  as  ‘ ‘ an  oblong  square  ’ ’ and  the 
attempted  lectures  of  geometry  and  astronomy  by 
men  who  cannot  read  the  English  language  well  are 
sufficiently  obvious  illustrations  of  this  fact.  Yet  the 
whole  system  is  well  adapted  to  deceive  and  ensnare 
ignorant  and  irreligious  men. 

Take  for  example  that  portion  of  the  lecture  of  the 
Fellow  Craft  degree  which  is  found  on  page  215: 
“The  plumb  is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by  oper- 
ative masons  to  try  perpendiculars  ; the  square  to 
square  their  work,  and  the  level  to  prove  horizontals ; 
but  we,  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  are  taught  to 
make  use  of  them  for  more  noble  and  glorious  pur- 
poses. The  plumb  admonishes  us  to  walk  uprightly  in 
our  several  stations  before  God  and  man,  squaring 
our  actions  by  the  square  of  virtue  and  ever  remem- 
bering that  we  are  traveling  upon  the  level  of  time 
to  that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne  no 
traveler  returns.” — Sickle’s  Monitor , Page  67. 

How  many  thousands  of  poor,  blind,  sinful  men  who 
have  taken  the  Fellow  Craft  degree  and  been  taught 
to  repeat  those  words  have  been  led  by  them  to  be- 
lieve that  Free  Masonry  was  good  enough  a religion 
for  them1;  yet  how  certainly  every  Christian  knows 
that  a man  who  relies  upon  such  a foundation  is 
doomed  to  failure  in  this  life  and  ruin  in  the  life  to 
come. 

The  Worshipful  Master,  who  has  personated  the 


YORK  AND  SCOTTISH  RITE  THE  MAIN  SYSTEMS.  237 

Infinite  God  in  bringing  the  candidate  to  light,  in 
closing  the  degree  points  the  Fellow  Craft  to  the 
emblazoned  letter  “G,”  hanging  over  the  Master’s 
chair  (p.  207),  the  lodge  rise  solemnly  to  their  feet, 
and  he  tells  the  new  Fellow  Craft  that  the  letter  “ G ’ ’ 
(the  initial  of  God)  “alludes  to  the  sacred  name  of 
Deity. 9 9 But  the  English  word  1 ‘ God 9 9 was  not  known 
when  Masonry  is  said  to  have  been  invented  in  Solo- 
mon ’s  temple,  in  the  ‘ ‘ middle  chamber  ’ ’ of  which  that 
lodge  now  pretends  to  be.  The  name  of  God 
(Jehovah)  then  began  with  the  Hebrew  letter  yod, 
so  that  that  letter  “G”  proclaims  the  whole  thing  to 
be  a legend  and  a lie. 

But  as  in  the  standard  of  the  Roman  armies  the 
image  of  the  Emperor  was  united  with  that  of  Jupiter, 
so  that  when  the  soldier  bowed  to  one  he  must  worship 
both,  so  the  initial  of  the  holy  name  of  God  was  hung 
over  the  lodge  master,  to  give  to  a pitiful  mortal  the 
worship  of  the  Most  High ! The  same  thing  is  done, 
forms  being  varied,  in  the  Endowment  House  at  Salt 
Lake,  where  the  head  Mormon  personates  God.  This 
is  called  the  weakest  degree  in  Masonry.  What,  then, 
must  be  the  strongest  degree,  which  is  to  come ! 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Third  or  Master  Mason’s  Degree.111 

INITIATION. 

[The  full  ceremony 
of  opening  a lodge  of 
Master  Masons  is  giv- 
en in  Chapter  VII. 
We  here  give  the 
form  of  “raising  the 
lodge”  from  the  sec-  | 
ond  degree.] 

PURGING  THE  LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, are  you  sure  that  all  present  are  Master  Masons? 

Senior  Warden  (rising) — I am  sure  (or  not  sure), 
Worshipful,  that  all  present  are  Master  Masons. 

Worshipful  Master  (if  all  are  not  Master  Masons)  — 
Those  below  the  degree  of  Master  Mason  will  please 
retire.  [Bellow  Crafts  step  to  the  altar,  make  the  sign 
of  that  degree,  and  retire,  after  which  the  Senior  War- 
den reports:] 

Senior  Warden  (still  standing) — I am  now  sure,  Wor- 
shipful, that  all  present  are  Master  Masons. 

Note  131. — “This  has  very  properly  been  called  the  sublime 
degree  of  a Master  Mason,  as  well  for  the  solemnity  of  the  cere- 
monies which  accompany  it,  as  for  the  profound  lessons  of  wisdom 
which  it  inculcates.  The  important  design  of  the  degree  is  to  sym- 
bolize the  great  doctrines  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body  and  the 
Immortality  of  the  soul ; and  hence  it  has  been  remarked  by  a 
learned  writer  of  our  Order  that  the  Master  Mason  represents  a 
man  saved  from  the  grave  of  iniquity  and  raised  to  the  faith  of 
salvation.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  109. 
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Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  all  rise) — Brother 
Senior  Warden,  it  is  my  order  that  we  now  dispense 
with  labor  on  the  second  degree  and  resume  on 
the  third  for  work ; this  you  will  announce  to 
the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  and  he  to  the  breth- 
ren around  the  lodge,  that  they  having  due  and  timely 
notice,  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Senior  Warden— Brother  Junior  Warden,  it  is  the 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  that  we 
now  dispense  with  labor  on  the  second  degree  and  re- 


sume on  the  third  for  work ; this  you  will  announce  to 
the  brethren  around  the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due 
and  timely  notice,  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 
Junior  Warden— Brethren,  you  have  heard  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  as  communicated 
to  me  through  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west;  agreeable 
to  that  order,  so  let  it  be  done. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  together  on  the  signs 
for  opening  this  lodge  of  Masters.  [All  face  toward 
the  east,  and  led  by  the  Master,  make  the  due-guard 
and  sign  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  and  Fellow  Craft 
as  given  on  pages  66  and  74,  and  the  due-guard,  sign  and 
grand  hailing  sign  of  a Master  Mason,  as 
follows:] 

DUE-GUARD  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Extend  both  hands  in  front  of  the  body, 
height  of  hips,  palms  down,  thumbs  nearly 
touching  each  other.  [See  cut.]  This  refers 
to  the  position  of  the  hands  when  taking 
the  obligation  of  the  degree:  “both  hands 
resting  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  com- 

Due-Guard  of  ,,  J 

Master  Mason  Pa8S* 


240 


MASTER  MASON’S  DEGREE. 


SIGN  OP  A MASTER  MASOTT. 

Made  from  due-guard,  by  dropping  left  hand 
and  drawing  right  across  the  bowels  to  the 
right,  thumb  toward  the  body,  height  of  hips. 
[See  cut.] 

Outside  the  lodge  the  usual  way  to  give 

SIGN  WITHOUT  DUE-GUARD. 

Draw  right  hand  across  bowels,  thumb  next 
Sign,  Mas-  to  body,  as  described,  left  hand  at  side, 
ter  Mason,  j-^g  the  other  degrees,  this  sign  refers  to 
the  penalty  of  the  degree;  “having  my  body  severed  in 
twain,  my  bowels  taken  from  thence,”  etc.] 


First  Position.  Second  Position,  Third  Position, 


All  raise  hands  and  arms  upward  as  shown  in  cut,  first 
position,  then  come  down  to  the  second  position,  then 
third,  and  then  drop  their  hands  to  side. 

Worshipful  Master — I now  declare  this  lodge  [or 
— — — lodge  No.  — - — ] duly  opened  on  the  third 
degree  of  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master— Brother  Junior  Deacon,  inform 
the  Tyler.  [He  does  so  in  same  manner  as  on  previous 
degrees.  J 
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Worshipf  ul  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  arrange 
the  altar.  [Sometimes  given:  You  will  attend  to  thj 
three  Great  Lights.] 

[Senior  Deacon  opens  Bible  at  12th  chapter  of  Ec- 
clesiastes, puts  square  and  compass  thereon,  both  points 
of  the  compass  above  the  square.  [See  cut  at  head  of 
this  chapter.] 

J unior  Deacon  (having  informed  Tyler) — The  Tyler 
is  informed,  Worshipful,  and  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
retire  and  ascertain  what  work  there  is  in  waiting. 

[Senior  Deacon  obeys  the  order  by  first  stepping  to 
the  altar,  rod  in  hand,  there  making  the  sign,  then  to 
the  ante-room,  finding  there  a Fellow  Craft  who  has 
been  examined  on  the  lecture  of  the  second  degree,  and 
duly  elected  to  receive  the  third,  when  he  returns  and 
reports :] 

Senior  Deacon  (saluting  with  the  sign) — Worshipful 

I find  in  waiting  brother , a Fellow  Craft  of  this 

lodge,  to  be  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a Master 
Mason. 

Worshipful  Master  (rising) — Brethren, brother -, 

a Fellow  Craft  of  this  lodge,  is  in  the  ante-room,  wait- 
ing to  be  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a Master  Ma- 
son. He  has  been  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  You 
haveheard  (or  just  heard)  his  examination,  and  if  there 
are  no  objections  we  shall  proceed  to  confer  the  degree 
upon  him.  [Pause.]  There  being  none  it  is  so  ordered. 

Worshipful  Master  ( one  rap ) — Brother  Secretary,  you 

will  retire  and  collect  the  usual  fee  from  brother . 

Brother  Stewards,  you  will  retire,  prepare  and  announce 
brother  for  the  third  degree  in  Masonry. 132 

Note  132. — "The  time  for  toiling-  is  now  over;  the  opportunity 
to  learn  has  passed  away  ; the  spiritual  temple  that  we  all  have 
been  striving  to  erect  in  our  hearts  is  now  nearly  completed,  and 
tv,e  wearied  workman  awaits  only  the  word  of  the  Grand  Master 
of  the  Universe  to  call  him  from  the  labors  of  earth  to  the  eternal 
refreshments  of  heaven.  Hence  this  is  by  far  the  most  solemn  and 
impressive  of  the  degrees  of  Masonry  ; and  it  has,  in  consequence 
of  the  profound  truths  which  it  inculcates,  been  distinguished  by 
the  craft  as  the  sublime  degree.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  108. 
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Secretary  and  Stewards  meet  at  the  altar,  salute  the 
-faster  in  concert,  and  retire  to  the  ante-room. 

Secretary  (having  collected  fee  as  ordered,  enters  and 
salutes)— Worshipful  Master,  the  usual  fee  has  been 
collected  from  brother — . 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap)-— Brother  Junior  War- 
den, erect  your  columii  and  call  the  craft  from  labor  to 
refreshment,  and  to  labor  again  at  the  sound  of  the 
gavel  in  the  east.  [The  Master  announces  this  recess 

01  nob>  option,  while  the  candidate  is  being  pre- 

pared.] 


PREPARATION  OF  CANDIDATE— MASTER 
mason's  DEGREE. 

The  candidate,  who  now  understands 
this  degrading  ceremony,  having  submit- 
ted to  it  twice  before,  accepts  the  Stew- 
ard’s invitation  into  the  preparation- 
room,  from  the  ante-room,  and  having 
handed  the  Secretary  the  initiation  fee,  is 
soon  stripped  to  his  shirt,  puts  on  the 
^ lodge  drawers,  often  dirty,  which  are  roll- 
Preparation  of ed  above  both  knees ; both  breasts  are 
fern  Mason’sMDe-  bared,  and  both  arms  to  his  elbows.  -Gen- 
Degree.  erally  his  shirt  is  taken  off  entirely.  The 

cable-tow  (a  small  rope)  is  put  three  times  around  his 
body,  and  a hoodwink  is  securely  fastened  over  his  eyes. 
A white  apron  is  tied  on,  with  bib  turned  down  [See 
Appendix,  Note  if]  when  he  is  “duly  and  truly  pre- 
pared” for  the  third  degree. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  calling  to  order.) 

Junior  Deacon  (with  candidate  at  preparation-room 
door,  taking  candidate’s  hand,  gives  three  raps  with  it 
upon  the  door.) 

Senior  Warden — Worshipful,  while  peaceably  en- 
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gaged  in  the  lawful  pursuits  of  Masonry,  there  is  an 
alarm  at  our  inner  door. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you 
will  hail  the  alarm. 

[Senior  Deacon,  rod  in  hand,  steps  to  the  door  and 
gives  three  loud  raps  on  it,  in  answer  to  those  of  the 
Steward,  when  he  opens  the  door  partly,  saying:] 

Senior  Deacon — Who  comes  here? 

Steward — Brother , who  has  been  regularly 

initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  passed  to  the  de- 
gree of  Fellow  Craft,  and  now  wishes  to  receive  fur- 
ther light  133  in  IMasonry  by  being  raised  to  the  sub- 
lime degree  of  a Master  Mason. 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , is  this  of  your  own 

free  will  and  accord? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Brother  Steward,  is  the  candidate 
worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency  in 
the  preceeding  degrees? 

Steward — He  has. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Steward — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

Steward — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Senior  Deacon — Has  he  the  pass? 

Steward — He  has  it  not ; I have  it  for  him. 

Note  133. — “The  Mason  is,  from  the  moment  of  his  initiation  as 
an  Entered  Apprentice,  to  the  time  at  which  he  receives  the  full 
fruition  of  Masonic  light,  an  investigator — a laborer  in  the  quarry 
and  the  temple,  whose  reward  is  to  be  Truth  ; and  all  the  ceremo- 
nies and  traditions  of  the  Order  tend  to  this  ultimate  design.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  99. 
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Senior  Deacon — Advance  and  communicate  the  pass. 

Steward  (whispering  in  Senior  Deacon’s  ear)  — 
Tubal  Cain. 

Senior  Deacon — The  pass  is  right. 

Senior  Deacon — Brother yon  will  wait  with 

patience  until  the  Worshipful  Master  is  informed  of 
your  request  and  his  answer  returned.  [He  closes 
door,  and  returns  in  front  of  the  alter.] 

Senior  Deacon  (making  the  sign) — Worshipful,  the 
alarm  is  caused  by  brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  passed  to  the 
degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  and  now  wishes  to  receive  fur- 
ther light134  in  Masonry  by  being  raised  to  the  sublime 
degree  of  a Master  Mason. 

Worship  fid  Master — Is  this  of  his  own  free  will  and 
accord  ? 

Senior  Deacon — It  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the 
candidate  worthy  and  well  qualified? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  he  made  suitable  pro- 
ficiency in  the  preceding  degrees? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Note  134. — “It  was  the  single  object  of  all  the  ancient  rites  and 
mysteries  practiced  in  the  very  bosom  of  pagan  darkness,  shining 
as  a solitary  beacon  in  all  that  surrounding  gloom,  and  cheering 
the  philosopher  in  his  weary  pilgrimage  of  life,  to  teach  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul.  This  is  still  the  great  design  of  the  third 
degree  of  Masonry.  This  is  the  scope  and  aim  of  its  ritual.  The 
Master  Mason  represents  man  when  youth,  manhood,  old  age, 
and  life  itself  have  passed  away  as  fleeting  shadows,  yet  raised 
from  the  grave  of  iniquity  and  quickened  into  another  and  better 
existence.  By  its  legend  and  all  its  ritual  it  is  implied  that  we 
have  been  redeemed  from  the  death  of  sin  and  sepulcher  of  pol- 
lution !” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  109. 
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Senior  Beacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — By  what  further  right  or  bene- 
fit does  he  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

Senior  Beacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  he  the  pass? 

Senior  Beacon — He  has  it  not;  his  conductor  has  it 
for  him. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  the  pass. 

Senior  Beacon  (in  an  audible  whisper) — Tubal  Cain. 

Worshipful  Master — The  pass  is  right;  you  will  let 
him  enter  and  be  received  in  due  form.  [Senior  Dea- 
con repairs  to  preparation-room,  taking  a compass  in 
his  hand,  opens  the  door  without  knocking,  and  says :] 

Senior  Beacon — Brother , it’s  the  order  of  the 

Worshipful  Master  that  you  enter  this  lodge  of  Master 
Masons,  and  be  received  in  due  form.  [The  Steward 
conducts  the  candidate  into  the  room  six  or  eight  feet, 
where  he  is  met  by  Senior  Deacon.] 

RITE  OF  INDUCTION,  OR  SHOCK  OF  ENTRANCE. 

Senior  Beacon — Brother , upon  your  entering 

this  lodge  of  Master  Masons  for  the  first  time  you  are 
received  on  both  points  of  the  compass,  extending  from 
your  naked  left  to  right  breast,  [Senior  Deacon  presses 
both  points  of  compass  against  his  breast,]  which  is  to 
teach  you  that,  as  the  vital  parts  of  man  are  contained 
within  the  breasts,  so  the  most  excellent  tenets  of  our 
institutions  are  contained  between  the  two  points  of  the 
compass,135  which  are  friendship,  morality  and  brother- 
ly love. 

Note  135. — “The  compasses  are  peculiarly  consecrated  to  this 
degree  because  within  their  extreme  points,  when  properly  ex- 
tended, are  emblematically  said  to  be  enclosed  the  principal  tenets 
of  our  profession,  and  hence  the  moral  application  of  the  com- 
passes, in  the  third  degree,  is  to  those  precious  jewels  of  a 
Master  Mason,  Friendship,  Morality  and  Brotherly  Love." — 
Sickles's  Monitor , page  99. 
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RITE  OF  CIRCUMAMBULATION.136 

Having  handed  the  compass  to  the  Steward,  the 
Senior  Deacon  now  conducts  the  candidate  slowly  three 
times  around  the  room,  following  the  course  of  the 
sun.  As  he  passes  the  station  of  the  Junior  Warden 
that  officer  gives  one  loud  rap ; when  passing  the  Sen- 
ior Warden  in  the  west  he  does  the  same,  and  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  the  same.  When  passing  these  sta- 
tions the  second  time  each  give  two  raps;  and  when 
passing  them  the  third  time  each  give  three  raps. 
While  thus  passing  around  the  lodge  the  Master  usu- 
ally reads  the  12th  chapter  of  Ecclesiastes,  so  timing 
the  reading  as  to  complete  the  chapter  when  the  three 
circuits  of  the  lodge  are  completed. 


SCRIPTURE  READING.137 

“Remember  now  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youth,  while  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years 
draw  nigh  when  thou  shalt  say,  I have  no  pleasure  in 
them.  While  the  sun,  or  the  light,  or  the  moon,  or  the 
stars  be  not  darkened,  nor  the  clouds  return  after  the 
rain;  in  the  day  when  the  keepers  of  the  house  shall 
tremble,  and  the  strong  men  shall  bow  themselves,  and 
the  grinders  cease  because  they  are  few,  and  those  that 

Note  136. — “In  the  mysteries  the  candidate  invariably  repre- 
sented the  sun  descending-  southward  toward  the  reig-n  of  the  evil 
principle,  Ahriman,  Siva  or  Typhon  (darkness  and  winter)  ; then 
figuratively  to  be  slain,  and  after  a few  days  to  rise  again  from 
the  dead  and  commence  to  ascend  to  the  northward.  It  will  be 
well  for  the  Masonic  student  in  tracing  these  analogies,  to  con- 
stantly bear  in  mind  that  in  the  rite  of  circumambulation  the 
number  of  revolutions  may  and  does  vary  according  to  different 
contingencies.” — Pierson’s  Traditions , page  33. 

Note  137. — “The  passage  of  Scripture  here  selected  is  a beau- 
tiful and  affecting  description  of  the  body  of  a man  suffering 
under  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  and  metaphorically  compared  to 
a wornout  house  about  to  fall  into  decay.  How  appropriate  is 
such  an  introduction  to  the  sublime  and  awful  ceremonies  of 
that  degree  in  which  death,  the  resurrection  and  life  eternal  are 
the  lessons  to  be  taught  by  all  its  symbols  and  allegories.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  111. 
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look  out  of  the  windows  be  darkened,  and  the  doors 
shall  be  shut  in  the  streets,  when  the  sound  of  the 
grinding  is  low,  and  he  shall  rise  up  at  the  voice  of  the 
bird,  and  all  the  daughters  of  music  shall  be  brought 
low;  also  when  they  shall  be  afraid  of  that  which  is 
high,  and  fears  shall  be  in  the  wTay,  and  the  almond 
tree  shall  flourish,  and  the  grasshopper  shall  be  a bur- 
den, and  desire  shall  fail;  because  man  goeth  to  his 
long  home,  and  the  mourners  go  about  the  streets ; or 
ever  the  silver  cord  be  loosed,  or  the  golden  bowl  be 
broken,  or  the  pitcher  be  broken  at  the  fountain,  or  the 
wheel  broken  at  the  cistern.  Then  shall  the  dust  re- 
turn to  the  earth  as  it  was ; and  the  spirit  shall  return 
unto  God  who  gave  it.  ” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  110. 

In  city  lodges,  where  there  is  a choir  and  organ, 
the  following  ode  takes  the  place  of  the  Scripture 
reading : 


ODE— MASTER  MASON’S  DEGREE. 

Air — “Bonny  Doon.” 

“Let  us  remember,  in  our  youth, 

Before  the  evil  days  draw  nigh. 

Our  great  Creator  and  his  Truth  ! 

Ere  mem’ry  fail  and  pleasures  fly, 

Or  sun,  or  moon,  or  planets  light. 

Grow  dark,  or  clouds  return  In  gloom. 

Ere  vital  spark  no  more  incite. 

When  strength  shall  bow  and  years  consumt. 

“Let  us  in  youth  remember  Him  ! 

Who  formed  our  frame  and  spirits  gave, 

Ere  windows  of  the  mind  grow  dim, 

Or  door  of  speech  obstructed  wave ; 

When  voice  of  bird  fresh  terrors  wake, 

And  Music’s  daughters  charm  no  more, 

Or  fear  to  rise,  with  trembling  shake 
Along  the  path  we  travel  o’er. 

“In  youth  to  God  let  memory  cling. 

Before  desire  shall  fail,  or  wane ; 

Or  ere  be  loosed  life’s  silver  string, 

Or  bowl  at  fountain  rent  in  twain  ; 

For  man  to  his  long  home  doth  go, 

And  mourners  group  around  his  urn, 

Our  dust  to  dust  again  must  flow, 

And  spirits  unto  God  return.” 

— Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  100. 


248 


MASTER  MASON'S  DEGREE. 


[Having  completed  the  three  circuits  of  the  lodge, 
the  Senior  Deacon  stops  with  the  candidate  in  front  of 
the  Junior  Warden,  giving  three  raps  on  the  floor 
with  his  rod.] 

Junior  Warden  (rising) — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Brother  — , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  passed  to  the 
degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  and  now  wishes  to  receive  fur- 
ther light  in  Masonry  by  being  raised  to  the  sublime 
degree  of  a Master  Mason. 

Junior  Warden — Is  it  of  your  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Junior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the  can- 
didate worthy  and  well  qualified? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Junior  Warden — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Junior  Warden — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency 
in  the  preceding  degrees? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has. 

Junior  Warden — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Junior  Warden — By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Junior  Warden — Has  he  the  pass? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has  it  not ; I have  it  for  him. 

Junior  Warden — Advance  and  communicate  the  pass. 
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Senior  Deacon  (stepping  forward  and  whispering) 
— Tubal  Cain. 

Junior  Warden — The  pass  is  right.  You  will  go  to 
the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west  for  his  examination. 

Senior  Deacon  (in  front  of  Senior  Warden,  three 
raps  on  floor  with  rod.) 

Senior  Warden  (rising) — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  passed  to 
the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  and  now  wishes  to  re- 
ceive further  light  in  Masonry  by  being  raised  to  the 
sublime  degree  of  a Master  Mason. 

Senior  Warden — Brother , is  it  of  your  own 

free  will  and  accord? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the  can- 
didate worthy  and  well  qualified? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden — Has  he  made  suitable  proficiency 
in  the  preceding  degrees? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has. 

Senior  Warden — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Warden — By  what  further  right  or  benefit 
does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor  ? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Senior  Warden — Has  he  the  pass? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has  it  not;  I have  it  for  him. 
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Senior  Warden — Advance  and  communicate  the  pass. 

Senior  Deacon  (gives  it  same  as  before) — Tubal 
Cain. 

Senior  Warden — The  pass  is  right.  You  will  go  to 
the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east  for  his  examina- 
tion. [Senior  Deacon  obeys  the  order.] 

Worshipful  Master — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  passed  to  the 
degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  and  now  wishes  to  receive  fur- 
ther light  in  Masonry  by  being  raised  to  the  sublime 
degree  of  a Master  Mason. 

Worship  fid  Master — Brother , is  it  of  your 

own  free  will  and  accord? 

Candidate — It  is. 

W or  shipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  is  the 
candidate  worthy  and  well  qualified? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worship  fid  Master — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  he  made  suitable  pro- 
ficiency in  the  preceding  degrees? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  he  properly  vouched  for? 

Senior  Deacon — He  is. 

W or  shipful  Master — By  what  further  right  or  bene- 
fit does  he  expect  to  gain  this  favor? 

Senior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Worshipful  Master  (feigning  astonishment) — -Has 
he  the  pass  ? 

Senior  Deacon — He  has  it  not;  I have  it  for  him. 
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Worshipful  Master — Advance  and  communicate  the 
pass. 

Senior  Deacon  (whispering  in  Master’s  ear) — Tubal 
Cain. 

Worshipful  Master — The  pass  is  right;  and  brother 
Senior  Deacon,  since  the  candidate  comes  endowed 
with  all  these  necessary  qualifications,  you  will  re-con- 
duct him  to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  with  my 
order  that  he  teach  him  how  to  approach  the  east  by 
three  upright  regular  steps,  his  feet  forming  an  angle 
of  a perfect  square,  his  body  erect  at  the  altar,  before 
the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east.  [Order  is  obeyed.] 

Senior  Deacon  (one  rap,  in  front  of  Senior  Warden) 
— Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  the  order  of  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  in  the  east,  that  you  teach  this  candi- 
date how  to  approach  the  east  by  three  upright  regu- 
lar steps,  his  feet  forming  an  angle  of  a perfect  square, 
his  body  erect  at  the  altar,  before  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter in  the  east. 

Senior  Warden  (rising  and  facing  the  candidate  to 
the  east) — Brother , you  will  now  take  the  En- 

tered Apprentice  step.  [Candidate  steps  off  with  left 
foot,  and  brings  heel  of  right  to  hollow  of  left]  You 
will  now  take  the  Fellow  Craft  step.  [Candidate  steps 
off  with  right  foot,  and  brings  heel  of  left  to  hollow 
of  right,]  You  will  now  take  one  advance  step  with 
your  left  foot  and  bring  the  heel  of  your  right  to  the 
heel  of  the  left,  your  feet  forming  an  angle  of  a 
perfect  square.  Stand  erect.  [Turns  to  Worshipful 
Master.]  In'  order,  Worshipful.  [Senior  Warden 
makes  the  sign  and  is  seated.] 

COVENANT  OF  THE  LODGE. 

Worshipful  Master  (rising) — Brother , before 

proceeding  any  further,  it  will  again  be  necessary  for 
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you  to  take  an  oath  or  obligation  appertaining  to 
this  degree,  which,  as  on  a former  occasion,  I am  happy 
to  inform  you,  will  not  conflict  with  the  duties  you  may 
owe  to  your  God,  your  country,  your  neighbor,  or  your- 
self. With  this  assurance  on  my  part,  are  you  still 
willing  to  proceed  ? 

Candidate— I am. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you 
will  place  the  candidate  at  the  altar -of  Masonry  in  due 
form.  [Order  is  obeyed.] 

Worshipful  Master — (t hree  raps,  all  rise,  and  as  in 
the  preceding  degrees,  all  but  the  Wardens  form  in 
two  rows,  running  east  and  west,  on  each  side  of  the 
altar ; then  Master  rises,  removes  his  hat,  and  advances 
to  the  candidate  as  he  kneels  at  the  altar). 

Worshipful  Master — You  will  say  “I”  pronounce 
your  name  in  full,  and  repeat  after  me : 

OBLIGATION — MASTER  MASON'S  DEGREE. 

I,  , of 

my  own  free  will 
and  accord,  in  the 
presence  of  Almigh- 
ty God  and  this 
worshipful  lodge, 
erected  to  Him  and 
dedicated  to  the  ho- 
ly Saint  Johns,  do 
hereby  and  hereon 
[Master  places  his 
Candidate  Taking  Master  Mason'sObligation.  hand  on  Candidate  S 
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hands,  on  the  Bible],  most  solemnly  and  sincerely 
promise  and  swear:  That  I will  always  hail,  ever  con-' 
ceal138  and  never  reveal  any  of  the  secret  arts,  parts, 
or  points  of  the  Master  Mason’s  degree  to  any  person 
or  persons  whomsoever,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  law- 
ful brother  of  this  degree,  or  in  a regular  constituted 
lodge  of  Master  Masons,  nor  unto  him  nor  them,  until 
by  strict  trial,  due  examination,  or  legal  information, 

I shall  have  found  him  or  them  as  lawfully  entitled 
to  the  same  as  I am  myself. 

I further  promise  and  swear  that  I wTill  stand  to  and 
abide  by  all  the  laws,  rules,  and  regulations  of  the  Mas- 
ter Mason’s  degree,  and  of  the  lodge  of  which  I shall 
be  a member,  as  far  as  the  same  shall  come  to  my 
knowledge ; and  that  I will  ever  maintain  and  support 
the  constitutions,  laws  and  edicts  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
under  which  the  same  shall  be  held. 

Further,  that  I will  answer  and  obey  all  due  signs 
and  summonses139  sent  to  me  from  a Master  Mason’s 
lodge,  or  given  me  by  a brother  of  this  degree,  if  with- 
in the  length  of  my  cable- tow. 

Further,  that  I will  aid  and  assist  all  poor,  destitute, 
worthy  Master  Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans, 
knowing  them  to  be  such,  as  far  as  their  necessities 

Note  138. — “The  Mason  who  properly  appreciates  the  secrets 
which  he  has  solmenly  promised  never  to  reveal  will  not,  by 
yielding  to  the  unrestrained  call  of  appetite,  permit  reason  and 
judgment  to  lose  their  seats,  and  subject  himself  by  the  indulg- 
ence in  habits  of  excess  to  discover  that  which  should  be  con- 
cealed, and  thus  merit  and  receive  the  scorn  and  detestation  of 
his  brethren.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Temperance. 

Note  139. — “The  Mason  who  disobeys  a due  summons  subjects 
himself  to  severe  penalties.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Dis- 
obedience. 
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may  require,  and  my  ability  permit,  without  material 
injury  to  myself  or  family. 

Further,  that  I will  keep  a worthy  brother  Master 
Mason’s  secret140  inviolate,  when  communicated  to  and 
received  by  me  as  such,  murder  and  treason  excepted. 

Further,  that  I will  not  aid  nor  be  present  at  the 
initiation,  passing  or  raising  of  a woman,  an  old  man 
in  dotage,  a young  man  in  his  nonage,  an  atheist,  a 
madman  nor  a fool,141  knowing  them  to  be  such. 

Further,  that  I will  not  sit  in  a lodge  of  cland- 
estine142 Masons,  nor  converse  upon  the  subject  of  Ma- 
sonry with  a clandestine  Mason,  nor  with  one  who  has 
been  expelled  or  suspended  from  a lodge,  while  under 
that  sentence,  knowing  him  or  them  to  be  such. 

Further,  that  I will  not  cheat,  wrong  nor  defraud  a 
Master  Mason’s  lodge,  nor  a brother  of  this  degree 
knowingly,  nor  supplant  him  in  any  of  his  laudable 
undertakings,  but  will  give  him  due  and  timely  notice, 
that  he  may  ward  off  approaching  danger. 

Further,  that  I will  not  knowingly  strike  a brother 

Note  140. — “At  Tyre  the  mysteries  of  Bacchus  had  been  in- 
troduced by  the  Dionysian  artificers,  and  into  their  fraternity 
Hiram  in  all  probability  had,  as  I have  already  suggested,  been 
admitted.  Freemasonry,  whose  tenets  had  always  existed  in 
purity  among  the  immediate  descendants  of  the  patriarchs,  added 
now  to  its  doctrines  the  guard  of  secrecy,  which,  as  Dr.  Oliver 
himself  remarks,  was  necessary  to  preserve  them  from  per- 
version or  pollution.  This,  then,  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  true 
connection  between  the  mysteries  and  speculative  Freemasonry.” 
— Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Mysteries. 

Note  141. — “Such  a person  is  classed  with  atheists,  madmen 
and  fools,  who  cannot  be  made  Masons.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , 
Art.  Irreligious  Libertine. 

Note  142. — “With  clandestine  lodges  or  Masons  regular 
Masons  are  forbidden  to  associate  or  converse  on  Masonic  sub- 
jects ” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Clandestine. 
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Master  Mason,  nor  otherwise  do  him  personal  violence 
in  anger,  except  in  the  necessary  defense  of  myself, 
family,  or  property. 

Further,  that  I will  not  have  illicit  carnal  inter- 
course143 with  a Master  Mason’s  wife,  his  mother,  sis- 
ter, or  daughter,  nor  suffer  the  same  to  be  done  by 
others,  if  in  my  power  to  prevent. 

Further,  that  I will  not  give  the  grand  Masonic 
word  in  any  other  manner  or  form  than  that  in  which 
I shall  receive  it,  and  then  in  low  breath. 

Further,  that  I will  not  give  the  Grand  Hailing  Sign 
of  Distress,  except  in  circumstances  of  the  most  immi- 
nent danger,  in  a just  and  legal  lodge,  or  for  the  pur- 
pose of  instruction ; and  if  ever  I should  see  or  hear  it 
given  by  a worthy  brother  in  distress,  I will  fly  to  his 
relief  if  there  is  a greater  probability  of  saving  his 
life  than  of  losing  my  owrn. 

All  this  I most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation, 
or  secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever,  binding  myself 
under  no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  body 
severed  in  twain,144  my  bowels  taken  from  thence  and 


Note  143. — Seventh  Written  Law  of  Masonry.  “No  Mason 
shall  debauch  or  have  carnal  knowledge  of  the  wife,  daughter  or 
concubine  of  his  Master  or  Fellows.” — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence, 
page  46. 

Note  144. — “Making  a covenant  was  a solemn  binding  of  each 
other  to  the  performance  of  a mutual  promise  by  outward  cere- 
monies, of  cutting  a beast  in  twain  and  passing  between  the  parts 
thereof,  as  if  they  would  say : ‘Thus  let  it  be  done  to  him,  and 
thus  let  his  body  be  cut  in  two  who  shall  break  this  covenant.’  ” 
— Pierson’s  Traditions ; Subject,  Master  Mason’s  Degree,  page  202. 
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burned  to  ashes,  the  ashes  scattered  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven,  that  no  more  remembrance  might  be  had  of 
so  vile  a wretch  as  I should  be,  should  I ever  know- 
ingly violate  this  my  Master  Mason’s  obligation.  So 
help  me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  per- 
formance of  the  same. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  — — — , in  token  of 
your  sincerity  you  will  detach  your  hands  and  kiss  the 
Holy  Bible,  which  now  lies  open  before  you.  [Senior 
Deacon  assists  him  in  doing  so.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you 
will  now  release  the  brother  from  the  cable-tow,  as  he 
is  bound  to  us  by  a stronger  tie.  [Senior  Deacon 
obeys  the  order.  The  Master  puts  on  his  hat  again, 
retires  a- few  steps  from  the  candidate,  but  facing 
him;  in  some  lodges  the  Stewards  or  Deacons  cross 
their  rods  over  his  head,  when  he  addresses  candi- 
date :] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother , in  your  pres- 

ent condition  what  do  you  most  desire? 

Candidate  (prompted  by  Senior  Deacon) — Further 
light  in  Masonry. 

Worship  fid  Master — Brethren,  you  will  please 
stretch  forth  your  hands  and  assist  me  in  bringing  this 
brother  to  further  light  in  Masonry.  [All  but  the 
Wardens  being  in  two  lines  from  east  to  west,  Master 
at  east  end  of  lines,  the  Stewards  cross  their  rods  over 
his  head.]  In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth.  And  the  earth  was  without  form  and 
void;  and  darkness  was  upon  the  face  of  the  deep. 
And  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the 
waters.  And  God  said  Let  there  be  light,  and  there 
was  light. 
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SHOCK  OF  ENLIGHTENMENT. 

[At  the  word  “light”  the  Senior  Deacon  snatches  off 
the  hoodwink,  and  all  strike  their  hands  together  and 
stamp  with  right  foot.] 

Worshipful  Master — And  there  is  light.  [See  cut.] 


[In  most  lodges  all  make  the  due-guard  of  a Mas«cei 
Mason,  instead  of  clapping  hands  and  stamping.] 
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Worshipful  Master  (advancing  towards  candidate)  — 
Brother  , on  being  brought  to  light  on  this  de- 

gree, all  you  discover  more  than  you  have  heretofore 
done  are,  both  points  of  the  compass  elevated  above  the 
square,  which  is  to  teach  you,  never  to  lose  sight  of  the 
moral  application  of  this  useful  and  valuable  instru- 
ment, which  teaches  friendship,  morality  and  brotherly 
love.  [Master  retires  eight  or  ten  steps  and  begins  the 
step.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  , you  now  be- 

hold me,  as  Master  of  this  lodge,  approaching  you  from 
the  east  [Master  makes  step],  under  the  due-guard 
[Master  makes  it]  and  sign  [Master  makes  it]  of  a 
Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — This  is  the  due-guard,  and 
alludes  to  the  position  in  which  your  hands  were  placed 
when  you  took  your  obligation,  both  hands  resting  on 
the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass,  called  the  due- 
guard  of  a Master  Mason.  [Master  makes  it 
as  follows.] 

DUE-GUARD  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Extend  both  hands  in  front  of  the  body, 
height  of  hips,  palms  down,  thumbs  nearly 
touching  each  other.  [See  cut.] 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing)— This  is 
the  sign  of  a Master  Mason,  and  alludes  to 
the  penalty  of  your  obligation,  wherein  you 
Mason  have  solemnly  sworn  that  you  would  sooner 


Due-Guard, 


Master 
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have  your  body  severed  in  twain,  your  bowels  taken 
from  thence,  etc.,  than  violate  any  part  of  it.  [Master 
makes  it  as  follows :] 

SIGN  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Made  from  due-guard,  by  dropping  left 
hand  and  drawing  right  hand  across  the 
bowels  to  the  right,  thumb  toward  the  body, 
height  of  hips.  [See  cut.] 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — This 

Sig^Master  s*&n  *s  a^wa)s  t°  given  upon  entering  or 
Mason.  retiring  from  a lodge  of  Masters,  or  rising  to 

address  the  Worshipful  Master,  or  being  addressed  by 
him. 

Worshipful  Master  (advances  to  candidate) — In  token 
of  the  continuance  of  my  brotherly  love  and  friendship, 
I have  again  the  pleasure  of  presenting  you  with  my 
right  l\and  [takes  candidate’s  right  hand],  and  with  it 
the  pass  and  token  of  a pass  of  a Master  Mason ; but  as 
you  are  uninformed,  brother  Senior  Deacon  will  answer 
for  you.  You  take  me  as  I take  you  (presses  his  thumb 
hard  on  second  knuckle  of  candidate's  right  hand,  can- 
didate pressing  same  knuckle  of  Master’s  hand.)  This, 
vou  will  remember,  is  the  real  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft. 
[See  page  203.] 

Worshipful  Master — Will  you  be  off  or  from? 
Senior  Deacon — From. 

Worshipful  Master — From  what  and  to  what?  [See 
Appendix,  Note  c]. 
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Senior  Deacon — From  the  real  grip  of  a Fellow  Craft 
to  the  pass  grip  of  a Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — Pass.  [The  Master  moves  his 


Pass-Grip,  Master  Mason,  for  Deacon  moves  the  thumb 
of  the  candidate  to  same  space  of  the  Master’s  hand. 
[See  cut.] 

W or shipful  Master  (pressing  hard  with  his  thumb)  — 
What  is  this? 

Senior  Deacon — The  pass-grip  of  a Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  it  a name? 

Senior  Deacon — It  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Will  you  give  it  me? 

Senior  Deacon — I did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  L 
so  impart  it. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 

Senior  Deacon — I will  letter  it  or  syllable  it. 

W or shipful  Master — Syllable  it  and  begin. 

Senior  Deacon — Nay,  you  begin. 

Worshipful  Master — Begin  you. 

Senior  Deacon — Tu. 

W or  shipful  Master — Bal. 

Senior  Deacon — Cain. 

Worshipful  Master — Tubal. 

Senior  Deacon — Tubal  Cain. 

Worshipful  Master  (turning  to  candidate) — Tie 
name  of  this  grip,  my  brother,  is  Tubal  Cain,  who  was 
the  first  known  artificer  or  cunning  workman  in  metals. 


thumb  to  the  space  between 
second  and  third  knuckles  of 
candidate’s  hand,  and  the  Sen- 
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You  will  now  arise  and  salute  the  Junior  and  Senior 
Wardens  as  a Master  Mason.  [Master  now  returns  to 
his  station,  gives  one  rap  with  his  gavel,  seating  him- 
self and  the  lodge.  The  Senior  Deacon  perambulates 
the  lodge  with  the  candidate,  passing  the  Worshipful 
Master’s  station  first,  then  to  the  Junior  Warden,  where 
they  halt,  the  Junior  Warden  rises,  and  the  three  make 
the  step,  due-guard  and  sign  of  a Master  Mason  together, 
when  they  pass  to  the  station  of  the  Senior  Warden, 
who  rises,  and  the  three  make  the  step,  due-guard  and 
sign  together,  when  the  Senior  Deacon  conducts  the 
candidate  to  the  east  again,  and  when  on  a line  with 
the  altar,  facing  the  Worshipful  Master,  he  halts  them 
with  one  rap.] 

Worshipful  Master — How  do  you  find  it  in  the  south, 
brother  Junior  Warden? 

Junior  Warden  (rising  and  making  sign) — All  right 
in  the  south,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — How  in  the  west,  brother  Senior 
Warden  ? 

Senior  Warden  (rising  and  making  sign) — All  right 
in  the  west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  you  will 
re-conduct  the  candidate  to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the 
west,  with  my  order  that  he  teach  him  how  to  wear 
his  apron  as  a Master  Mason.  [Candidate  is  conducted 
to  the  Senior  Warden.] 

Senior  Deacon  (one  rap  with  rod  in  front  of  Senior 
Warden) — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  the  order  of 
the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  that  you  teach  this 
brother  how  to  wear  his  apron  as  a Master  Mason. 


262 


MASTER  MASON’S  DEGREE. 


Senior  Warden  (rising  and  advancing  to  candidate) 

Brother  ■,  Entered  Apprentices  wear  their  aprons 

with  the  bib  turned  up  [he  turns  it  up]  ; Fellow  Crafts 
with  the  bib  turned  down  [he  turns  bib  down]  ; as  a 
Master  Mason  you  will  wear  yours  with  the  right  cor- 
ner turned  up  in  the  form  of  a trowel,  thus  to  distin- 
guish you  as  a Master  Mason,  or  overseer  of  the  work, 
and  return  to  the  east.  [See  Appendix,  Note  t\]  [Senior 
Warden  returns  to  his  station;  Senior  Deacon  conducts 
candidate  in  front  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  and  then 
takes  his  seat.] 

Worshipful  Master  (taking  a small  trowel  in  his 
hand) — Brother , being  clothed  as  a Master  Ma- 

son, you  are  entitled  to  your  working  tools. 

WORKING  TOOLS  OE  A MASTER  MASON. 

“The  working  tools  of  a Master 
Mason  are  all  the  implements  of 
masonry  indiscriminately,  but 
more  especially  the  Troivel.  The  trowel145  is  an  instru- 
ment made  use  of  by  operative  masons  to  spread  the 
cement  which  unites  a building  into  one  common  mass; 
but  we,  as  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  are  taught  to 
make  use  of  it  for  the  more  noble  and  glorious  purpose 
of  spreading  the  cement  of  brotherly  love  and  affec- 

Note  145. — “In  the  explanation  of  the  Master’s  emblem,  the 
trowel,  it  is  finely  said  that  we  are  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the 
purpose  of  spreading  the  cement  of  brotherly  love  and  affection  ; 
that  cement  which  unites  us  into  one  sacred  band,  or  society,  of 
friends  and  brothers.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Cement. 
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tion ; that  cement  which  unites  us  into  one  sacred  band, 
or  society  of  friends  and  brothers,  among  whom  no  con- 
tention should  ever  exist  but  that  noble  contention,  or 
rather  emulation,  of  who  can  best  work  and  best  agree.” 
— Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  111. 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — You  will  now  be 
re-conducted  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came,  re- 
invested of  what  you  have  been  divested,  and  await 
my  further  will  and  pleasure.  [Here  the  Master  looks 
at  his  watch,  and  adds  something  about  the  candidate 
being  able  to  see  the  closing  ceremonies  if  he  is  expe- 
ditious, the  object  being  to  make  him  believe  that  he 
has  received  the  whole  degree.  He  is  conducted  to  the 
altar  by  the  Senior  Deacon,  salutes  the  Worshipful 
Master  with  the  sign,  when  the  Stewards  take  charge 
of  him,  conduct  him  into  the  preparation-room,  and 
help  him  on  with  his  clothing. 

SECOND  SECTION.148 

[While  the  candidate  is  getting  his  clothes  on,  the 
lodge  is  usually  “called  from  labor  to  refreshment” 

Note  146. — “The  legend  of  the  third  degree  has  been  considered 
of  so  much  importance  that  it  has  been  preserved  in  the  symbolism 
of  every  Masonic  rite.  No  matter  what  modifications  or  altera- 
tions the  general  system  may  have  undergone — no  matter  how  much 
the  ingenuity  or  the  imagination  of  the  founders  of  rites  may  have 
perverted  or  corrupted  other  symbols,  abolishing  the  old  and  sub- 
stituting new  ones,  the  legend  of  the  Temple  Builder  has  ever  been 
left  untouched,  to  present  itself  in  all  the  integrity  of  its  ancient 
mythical  form.  The  idea  of  the  legend  was  undoubtedly  borrowed 
from  the  ancient  mysteries,  where  the  lesson  was  the  same  as  that 
now  conveyed  in  the  third  degree  of  Masonry.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  112. 

“The  legend  of  the  Temple  Builder  constitutes  the  very  essence 
and  identity  of  Masonry.” — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence,  page  20. 
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(takes  a recess),  and  while  thus  “called  off”  the  “can- 
vas,” “setting  maul”  and  “low  twelve  bell”  are  brought 
in. 

The  “canvas,”  as  its  name  indicates,  is  a large  blanket 
made  out  of  stout  canvas,  around  the  edge  of  which  are 
loops  to  take  hold  of.  The  canvas  is  used  to  catch  the 
candidate  in  when  knocked  over  by  the  “setting  maul” 
in  the  hands  of  the  third  ruffian,  Jubelum,  who  is 
usually  personated  by  the  Worshipful  Master  himself. 

The  “setting  maul”  is  either  a hollow  gutta  percha 
or  stuffed  leather  ball  with  a wooden  handle,  with 
which  Jubelum  strikes  the  candidate  on  the  forehead 
just  before  tumbling  him  into  the  “canvas.” 

The  bell,  which  is  simply  a gong  on  a small  wooden 
box,  operated  by  a spring,  is  put  near  the  Master’s 
chair,  and  the  setting  maul  and  canvas  are  put  out  of 
sight,  frequently  under  the  Secretary’s  desk.  The 
Master  appoints  “the  three  ruffians”  and  twelve  others, 
who  act  as  conspirators  (all  pretended  Fellow  Crafts, 
but  really  Master  Masons),  who  are  to  aid  in  repre- 
senting the  murder  and  resurrection  of  the  candidate, 
as  “our  Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff.” 

The  candidate  being  dressed,  a small  plumb  (the 
Junior  Warden’s  jewel)  is  suspended  from  his  neck, 
and  he  is  led  into  the  lodge  room  again,  where  he  is 
warmly  greeted  by  the  Worshipful  Master,  Wardens 
and  brethren,  to  confirm  his  belief  that  the  degree  is 
completed.] 
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Worshipful  Master — Brother ,you  will  please 

approach  the  altar.  [Candidate  steps  forward  in  front 
of  altar.] 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  •,  yon  now  pos- 

sibly consider  yourself  a Master  Mason,  and  as  such 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  benefits  appertaining  to 
this  degree?  [Candidate  assents.] 

Worshipful  Master — I presume  you  do,  from  the 
jewel  you  now  wear  as  a Warden  of  this  lodge.  It  be- 
comes my  duty,  however,  to  inform  you  that  you  are 
not,  but  far  from  it.  You  have  yet  to  endure  one  of 
the  most  trying  scenes,  probably,  that  ever  human 
nature  endured.  You  have  a rough  and  rugged  path’ 4 7 
to  travel,  beset  with  ruffians,  if  not  with  murderers; 
the  instance  lias  been  known,  and  should  you  even  lose 
your  life  in  the  conflict,  you  will  not  be  the  first.  You 
must  therefore  remember  in  whom  you  put  your  trust, 
and  that  he  who  endureth  to  the  end,  the  same  shall  be 
saved.  You  have  on  a former  degree  had  some  one  to 
pray  for  you,  but  now  you  have  none;  you  must  pray 
for  yourself.  You  will  therefore  suffer  yourself  again 
to  be  hoodwinked,  and  pray,148  either  mentally  or 

Note  147. — “None  but  he  who  has  visited  the  holy  of  holies  and 
traveled  the  road  of  peril  can  have  any  conception  of  the  mysteries 
unfolded  in  this  degree.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Master  Mason. 

Note  148. — “Again  is  the  lesson  taught  here,  as  it  was  in  the 
first  degree,  that  a Mason  should  enter  upon  no  great  and  impor- 
tant labor  without  first  invoking  the  blessing  of  Deity.  Put  the 
symbolism  here  is  still  further  extended,  and  the  candidate,  repre- 
senting one  wTho  is  about  to  enter  upon  the  pilgrimage  of  life  and 
all  its  dangers  and  temptations,  first  is  supposed  to  lay  down  upon 
his  trestle-board  the  designs  of  labor,  of  honest  ambition,  or  virtu- 
ous pleasure  upon  which  he  is  about  to  enter,  and  then  to  invoke 
the  protection  and  blessing  of  the  Grand  Architect  of  the  lUnivers* 
upon  his  future  career.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  113. 
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orally,  as  you  choose,  but  to  signify  when  you  have 
done,  you  will  say  amen,  arise  and  make  your  progress. 
Kneel  where  you  are,  pray  mentally  or  orally,  as  you 
prefer,  but  when  you  have  done  say  amen,  and  arise. 

[Senior  Deacon  hoodwinks  the  candidate  and  causes 
him  to  kneel149  on  both  knees,  waits  a few  minutes,  and 
should  he  delay  too  long,  whispers  to  the  candidate  to 
say  amen  aloud.] 

Candidate — Amen. 

[Candidate  is  assisted  to  rise,  and,  conducted  by  the 
Senior  Deacon,  perambulates  the  lodge  room  once,  and 
when  he  again  approaches  the  station  of  the  Junior 
Warden,  meets  the  first  ruffian.] 

Jubela  (grabbing  him  by  both  collars  and  shaking 
him  roughly) — Grand  Master  Hiram,  I am  glad  to  meet 
you  thus  alone.  I have  long  sought  this  opportunity. 
You  well  remember  that  you  promised  us  that  when 
the  temple  was  completed  we  should  receive  the  secrets 
of  a Master  Mason,  whereby  we  might  travel  in  foreign 
countries,  work  and  receive  Master’s  wages.  Behold ! 
the  temple  is  now  about  to  be  completed,  and  we  have 
not  received  that  which  we  have  so  long  sought.  At 
first  I did  not  doubt  your  veracity,  now  I do.  I there- 
fore now  demand  of  you  the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason. 

Senior  Deacon  for  candidate) — Brother,  this  is  an  un- 

Note  149. — “The  esoteric  drama  of  the  Master  Mason’s  degree 
contains  within  it  all  the  elements  of  sublime  tragedy,  such  as  in 
the  prolific  mind  of  a Shakespeare  would  branch  out  into  Hamlets, 
Macbeths  and  Othellos.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Master  Mason. 
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Playing  Murder:  Scene  I. — Assault  by  “Jubelt  ’ on  the  Candi- 

date, alias  “Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff.” 

usual  way  of  asking  for  them;  it  is  neither  a proper 
time  nor  place ; be  true  to  your  engagements  and  I will 
to  mine.  Wait  until  the  temple  is  completed,  and  then 
if  you  are  found  worthy  and  well  qualified,  you  will 
undoubtedly  receive  them;  but  until  then  you  cannot. 

Jubela  (shaking  him  again) — This  does  not  satisfy 
me;  talk  not  to  me  of  time  or  place,  but  give  me  the 
secrets  of  a Master  Mason  or  I will  take  your  life. 

Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate) — I cannot,  neither  can 
they  be  given  except  in  the  presence  of  three — Solo- 
mon, king  of  Israel;  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre;  and  myself. 
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Jubela  (shaking  candidate  still  more  violently) — This 
does  not  satisfy  me ; IT1  have  no  more  of  your  caviling. 
Give  me  the  Master’s  word,  or  I’ll  take  your  life  in  a 
moment ! 

Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate)  I will  not. 

[Jubela  draws  the  twenty-four  inch  gauge  across 
candidate’s  throat,  as  if  it  were  a knife.  He  then  steps 
aside,  and  the  Senior  Deacon  hurries  the  candidate  off 
to  the  station  of  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  to 
meet  the  second  ruffian.]  * 


Playing  Murder  : Scene  II. — “Jubela”  draws  the  24-inch  gauge 
across  his  throat. 

Jubelo  (seizing  candidate  and  shaking  him)— Give 
me  the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason. 

Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate) — I cannot. 
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Playing  Murder  : Scene  III. — Assault  by  “Jubelo”  on  the  Can- 

didate, alias  “Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff.” 


Jubelo  (fiercely) — Give  me  the  secrets  of  a Master 
Mason  or  I’ll  take  your  life.  [Shakes  him  with  greater 
violence.] 

Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate) — I shall  not. 

Jubelo  (more  fiercely  shaking  the  candidate) — Give 
me  the  Master’s  word  or  I’ll  take  your  life  in  a moment. 
Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate) — I will  not. 
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[Jubelo  strikes  candidate’s  breast  a light  blow  with 
the  square.  Six  men  now  come  forward  to  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  room  at  the  signal  of  the  Master, 
and  take  hold  of  the  canvas  in  which  to  catch  the 
candidate,  who  is  hurried  over  to  that  corner  to  meet 
the  third  ruffian.] 


Playing  Murder  : Scene  IV. — “ Jubelo ” strikes  him  with  the 

square  on  left  breast. 

Jubelum  (grasping  candidate  by  both  collars) — Give 
me  the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason.  [Shakes  him  fierce- 

iy-] 

Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate) — I can  not. 

Jubelum  (fiercely) — Give  me  the  secrets  of  a Master 
Mason  or  I'll  take  your  life. 
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Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate) — I shall  not. 

Jubelum  (more  fiercely) — You  have  escaped  Jubela 
and  Jubelo,  but  me  you  cannot  escape;  my  name  is 
Jubelum ; what  I purpose  that  I perform.  I hold  in  my 
hands  an  instrument  of  death,  [touches  the  candidate’s 
forehead  with  the  setting  maul,  which  is  rubber  or 
stuffed  leather,]  therefore  give  me  the  Master’s  word  or 
I’ll  take  your  life  in  a moment.  [Shakes  him  as  if  he 
would  tear  him  in  pieces,  and  brings  him  so  as  to  tum- 
ble him  into  the  canvas,  which  is  held  on  a slant,  the 
end  nearest  the  candidate  being  lowest.] 


Playing  Murder  : Scene  V. — Assault  by  “Jubelum”  on  the  Can* 

«rldate,  alias  “Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff.” 

Senior  Deacon  (for  candidate) — I will  not.150 
Jubelum  (striking  him  with  the  stuffed  setting  maul 

Note  150. — “In  the  lecture  of  the  Master  Mason  a notable  exam- 
ple of  Fortitude  is  given.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , Art.  Fortitude. 
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and  giving  him  a push  backward  into  the  canvas.  See 
cut.) — Then  die. 


[The  candidate,  alias  Hiram  Abiff,  now  supposed  to 
be  dead,  is  laid  down,  and  the  canvas  drawn  up  around 
him,  when  all  but  Jubela,  Jubelo  and  Jubelum  retire. 
Every  one  being  perfectly  silent,  the  floor  work  of  the 
tragedy  proceeds.] 

Jubelum  (feigning  astonishment) — Is  he  dead? 

Jubela  (putting  his  hand  on  forehead  of  candidate)  — 
He  is,  his  skull  is  broken ! 

Jubelo— What  horrid  deed  is  this  we  have  done? 

Jubela— We  have  murdered181  our  Grand  Master,  Hi- 

Note  151. — “It  was  the  duty  of  Hiram  Abiff  to  superintend  the 
workmen  and  the  reports  of  his  officers  were  always  examined  with 
the  most  scrupulous  exactness.  At  the  opening  of  the  day,  when 
the  sun  was  rising  in  the  east,  it  was  his  constant  custom,  before 
the  commencement  of  labor,  to  go  into  the  temple  and  offer  up  his 
prayers  to  Jehovah  for  a blessing  on  the  work.  These  religious 
customs  were  faithfully  performed  for  the  first  six  years  in  the 
secret  recesses  of  his  lodge,  and  for  the  last  year  in  the  precincts 
of  the  Most  Holy  Place.  At  length,  on  the  very  day  appointed  for 
celebrating  the  copestone  of  the  building,  he  retired  as  usual,  ac- 
cording to  our  traditions,  at  the  hour  of  high  twelve,  and  did  not 
return  alive.” — Pierson’s  Traditions , pane  162. 
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ram  Abiff,  and  have  not  obtained  that  we  have  sought. 
This  is  no  time  for  reflection.  The  question  is  now, 
what  shall  we  do  with  the  body? 

Jubelum  (in  horror-stricken  tones) — We  will  bury  it 
in  the  rubbish  of  the  temple  until  low  twelve  [mid- 
night] and  then  we’ll  meet  and  give  it  a decent  burial. 

The  three  Ruffians  (together) — Agreed.  [The  three 
ruffians,  assisted  by  three  others,  now  carry  him  from 
the  northeast  to  the  southeast  corner,  where  he  is  laid 
down,  and  anything  to  represent  the  “rubbish152  of  the 
temple,"  often  a chair  or  two,  are  laid  on  him,  when  the 
six  again  retire.] 

[The  room  is  darkened  to  represent  night,  and  the 
three  ruffians  go  over  to  the  west  end  of  the  lodge  room, 
where  they  pretend  to  be  digging  a grave.  The  Mas- 
ter very  slowly  gives  twelve  strokes  on  the  gong,  or 
“low  twelve  bell,”  when  the  ruffians  approach  the  can- 
didate again.] 

Jubelum — Hallo  ! Is  that  you,  Jubela? 

Jubela — Yes. 

Jubelum — Is  that  you,  Jubelo? 

Jubelo — Yes. 

Jubela  and  Jubelo  (together) — Is  that  you,  Jubelum? 

Jubelum — Yes.  Well,  we  have  now  met  according  to 
agreement,  and  now  what  shall  we  do  with  the  body? 

Jubela — We  will  carry  it  a westerly  course  from  the 
temple  to  the  brow  of  the  hill  west  of  Mount  Moriah, 


Note  152. — “It  is  probable  that  the  sprig  alluded  to  in  the  ritual 
is  a mythological  one.  In  the  last  century  a phrase  like  the  follow- 
ing was  used.  ‘His  tomb  was  in  the  rubbish  and  filth  cast  forth  of 
the  temple,  and  an  acacia  bloomed  over  his  grave.’  * * * The  York 
legend  says  that  the  place  was  the  sea  side.” — Pierson’s  Traditions, 
page  215. 
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where  we  have  been  and  dng  a grave  due  east  and  west, 
six  feet  perpendicular. 

Jubelo  and  Jubelum  (together) — Agreed.  [The  same 
six  take  the  body  on  their  shoulders  and  carry  it  to  the 
pretended  grave,  in  front  of  the  Senior  Warden’s  sta- 
tion. carrying  it  around  the  lodge  once,  sometimes 
twice,  first,  when  they  lower  it  to  the  floor  and  again 
retire.] 

Jubelum  (taking  the  Senior  Warden’s  column  from 
its  pedestal) — Now  let  us  plant  an  acacia153  in  the  head 
of  the  grave  [he  stands  it  at  candidate’s  head],  in  order 
to  conceal  it,  and  that  the  place  may  be  known  should 
occasion  ever  require. 

Jubela — Now  let  us  make  our  escape  out  of  the  coun- 
try. [They  enter  the  preparation-room,  where  they  re- 
main a moment,  then  pass  to  the  ante-room,  when  they 
enter  the  lodge,  where  they  meet  some  one,  usually  the 
Junior  Deacon,  representing  a sea  captain  at  the  port 
of  Joppa.154] 

Jubela — Hallo!  friend.  Are  you  a sea  captain? 

Sea  Captain — I am. 

Jubelo — Are  you  going  to  put  to  sea  soon? 

Sea  Captam — Immediately. 

Jubelum — Whither  are  you  bound? 

Sea  Captain — To  Ethiopia. 

Jubela — The  very  port  we  wish  to  go.  We  should 
like  to  get  a passage  with  you ; three  of  us. 

Note  153. — “Much  of  the  Masonic  history  of  the  acacia  is  incom- 
municable, but  it  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  its  evergreen  nature, 
united  to  other  circumstances,  is  intended  to  remind  us  of  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Acacia. 

Note  154. — “The  degrees  of  Master  Mason  and  Mark  Master  con- 
tain many  allusions  to  Joppa,  it  being  the  only  seaport  accessible  to 
Jerusalem,  and,  therefore,  the  point  of  debarkation  to  Ethiopia, 
Phoenicia,  and  all  other  places  in  the  west.” — Morris’s  Dictionary, 
A rt.  Jonna^ 
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Sea  Captain — Very  well,  you  can  have  a passage,  I 
suppose;  you  are  three  brothers,  workmen  from  the 
temple  at  J erusalem,  are  you  not  ? 

Jubelo — We  are. 

Sea  Captain — I should  be  glad  of  your  company; 
you  have  a pass  from  King  Solomon,  I presume  ? 

Jubeium  (feigning  astonishment) — No,  we  have  no 
pass ; we  did  not  know  that  it  was  necessary ; we  were 
sent  out  in  haste  and  on  urgent  business;  there  was 
nothing  said  about  giving  us  a pass;  presume  it  was 
forgotten  or  not  deemed  necessary. 

Sea  Captain — What,  no  pass? 

Jubela — We  have  none. 

Sea  Captain — If  that  is  the  case  you  will  not  get  a 
passage  with  me,  I assure  you;  this  is  expressly  forbid- 
den, so  you  may  set  your  hearts  at  rest. 

Jubelo— We  must  go  back  and  get  a pass,  if  that  is 
the  case. 

Sea  Captain — The  sooner  the  better,  suspicious  char- 
acters. [They  approach  the  prostrate  candidate.] 

Jubela — Well,  what  shall  we  do  in  this  case? 

Jubelo — We  wdll  go  to  some  other  port. 

Jubeium — But  it  is  as  well  known  at  other  ports  as 
in  this,  and  if  such  are  the  regulations,  we  shall  not 
get  a passage  from  any  port,  and  what  will  become  of 
us? 

Jubela — We  shall  soon  be  taken  and  put  to  death. 

Jubelo — We  will  secrete  ourselves  till  nightfall  and 
steal  a small  boat  and  put  to  sea. 

Jubeium — We  never  can  make  our  escape  in  that  way, 
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it  is  a dangerous  coast  and  we  shall  be  taken,  for  by 
this  time,  or  soon  hereafter,  the  sea  coast  will  be  lined 
with  our  pursuers,  therefore  let  us  flee155  into  the  inte- 
rior part  of  the  country,  and  avoid  being  taken  as  long 
as  possible. 

Jubela  and  Jabelo  (together) — Agreed.  [They  hurry 
into  the  preparation-room,  and  the  Master  goes  into 
the  ante-room,  and  the  members  commence  singing, 
loud  talking,  and  whistling,  making  a great  confusion.] 

Some  Members — Well,  brothers,  nothing  to  do  to-day, 
no  work  laid  out,  no  designs  drawn  on  the  trestle-board. 

Worshipful  Master  (Now  representing  King  Solo- 
mon; one  rap,  calling  to  order.) — What  makes  all  this 
confusion  among  the  workmen?  Why  are  they  not  at 
work  as  usual? 

Senior  Warden  (rising  and  making  Fellow  Craft 
sign) — Most  Worshipful  King  Solomon,  there  is  no 
work  laid  out  for  us,  and  it’s  said  we  can  have  none  at 
present,  owing  to  there  being  no  designs  drawn  on  the 
trestle-board;  for  this  reason  many  of  us  are  idle. 

Worshipful  Master — No  work  laid  out?  No  designs 
drawn  on  the  trestle-board?  What  is  the  meaning 
of  this  ? Where  is  our  Grand  Master  Hiram  ? 

Senior  Warden — We  do  not  know,  Most  Worshipful 
King  Solomon;  he  has  not  been  seen  since  high  twelve 
yesterday. 

Worshipful  Master — Not  been  seen  since  high  twelve 

Note  155. — “He  paints  them  as  fleeing,  in  the  extremity  of  their 
fear,  to  the  same  place  of  refuge  as  those  which  the  traditions  of 
Masonry  inform  us  were  sought  in  their  remorse  by  the  persons 
to  whom  allusion  is  made  above.  ‘They  shall  go,’  says  Isaiah  (ii:21) 
‘into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks  * ” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  page  219. 
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yesterday?  I fear  that  he  is  indisposed.  It  is  my  order 
that  strict  search  be  made  for  him  through  the  several 
apartments  of  the  temple,  and  due  inquiry  made.  Let 
him  be  found,  if  possible. 

Several  Members  (traveling  noisily  around) — Have 
you  seen  anything  of  our  Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff? 

Response — Not  since  high  twelve  yesterday. 

Worshipful  Master — (Gives  one  rap,  when  silence  is 
restored.) 

Senior  Warden  (making  sign  of  Fellow  Craft) — Most 
Worshipful  King  Solomon,  due  search  has  been  made; 
he  cannot  be  found  in  or  about  the  temple,  nor  heard 
of. 

Worshipful  Master  (in  tones  of  sorrow) — I fear  that 
some  accident  has  befallen  him.  Brother  Grand  Sec- 
retary, you  will  go  out  and  see  the  craft  all  assembled, 
the  several  rolls  called,  and  returns  made  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. [Secretary,  taking  a long  strip  of  paper  on  which 
are  fifteen  or  twenty  Jewish  names,  retires  to  the  ante- 
room, and  all  of  the  brethren  that  can  be  spared  also 
enter  the  ante-room.] 

Secretary — Hail  craftsmen,  it  is  King  Solomon’s  or- 
der that  every  roll  be  called  and  returns  made  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Secretary  (after  waiting  a moment) — Amaziah ! 
Here.  Azariah ! Here.  Caleb ! Here.  Elijah ! Here. 
Gedaliah ! Here.  Isaiah!  Here.  Jubela ! [No  re- 

sponse.] Jubela  ! [Still  no  response.]  Jeduthan  ! Here. 
Jubelo!  [No  response.]  Jubelo ! [Still  no  response.] 
Jeremiah!  Here.  Jubelum ! [No  response.]  Jube- 
lum ! [Still  no  response.]  Lamech ! Here.  Methuse- 
lah ! Here.  Noah ! Here.  Obadiah ! Here.  Stephen ! 
Here.  Zebulun ! Here. 
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Secretary  (making  sign  of  a Fellow  Craft,  having 
returned  and  approached  the  altar) — Most  Worshipful 
King  Solomon,  the  rolls  have  been  called  and  returns 
received,  by  which  it  appears  that  three  Fellow  Crafts 
are  missing,  namely:  Jubela,  Jubelo  and  Jubelum,  who 
from  the  similarity  of  their  names,  I presume  are 
brothers,  and  men  from  Tyre.  [Three  loud  raps  are 
heard  on  door  of  lodge-room.] 

Junior  Deacon  (making  sign  of  Fellow  Craft) — Most 
Worshipful  King  Solomon,  there  are  at  the  gate 
twelve166  Fellow  Crafts,  who  wish  to  be  admitted;  they 
say  that  they  come  with  important  tidings. 

Worshipful  Master — Let  them  be  admitted. 

Junior  Deacon  (opening  the  door) — Come  in,  you 
twelve  Fellow  Crafts.  [They  enter  and  form  a line  in 
front  of  the  Worshipful  Master,  when  their  leader 
says :] 

Leader  (making  Fellow  Craft  sign) — Most  Worship- 
ful King  Solomon,  we’ve  come  to  inform  you  that  fif- 
teen of  us  Fellow  Crafts,  seeing  the  temple  about  to  be 
completed,  and  being  desirous  of  obtaining  the  secrets 
of  a Master  Mason,  whereby  we  might  travel  in  foreign 
countries  and  receive  master’s  wages,  entered  into  a 
horrid  conspiracy  to  extort  them  from  our  Grand  Mas- 
ter Hiram  Abiff,  or  take  his  life.  But,  reflecting  with 
horror  on  the  atrocity  of  the  crime,  twelve  of  us  re- 
canted; the  other  three  seemed  to  persist  in  their  mur- 
derous design  and  we  fear  that  they  have  taken  his  life. 
We,  therefore,  now  appear  before  your  majesty,  clothed 


Note  156. — “The  number  12  was  celebrated  as  a mystical  num- 
ber in  the  ancient  systems  of  sun-worship,  of  which  it  has  already 
been  said  that  Masonry  is  a philosophical  development.  The  number 
there  referred  to  the  twelve  signs  of  the  zodiac,  and  in  those 
Masonic  rites  in  which  the  Builder  is  made  the  symbol  of  the  sun, 
the  twelve  Fellow  Crafts  refer  to  the  twelve  signs  in  which  alone 
the  sun  is  to  be  sought  for.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  113. 
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in  white  gloves  and  aprons,  in  token  of  our  innocence,151 
acknowledge  our  premeditated  guilt,  and  humbly  im- 
plore your  pardon.  [All  kneel  upon  the  left  knee,  mak- 
ing Fellow  Craft  due-guard  at  same  time.] 

Worshipf  ul  Master — Arise,  divide  yourselves  in  par- 
ties, and  travel  three  east,  three  west,  three  north,  and 
three  south,  with  others  whom  I shall  appoint,  in  pur- 
suit of  the  ruffians,  and  return  not  without  tidings. 
[Three  of  them  pass  by  way  of  the  preparation-room 
into  the  ante-room,  and  thence  into  the  lodge  room,  to 
the  supposed  port  of  Joppa,  where  they  meet  the  Jun- 
ior Deacon,  or  some  one  else  representing  a sea  captain. 
We  will  designate  them  as  Fellow  Craft  A,  B and  C.] 

Fellow  Craft  A — Hallo!  friend;  have  you  seen  any 
strangers  pass  this  way? 

Sea  Captain — I have;  three. 

Fellow  Craft  A — Describe  them,  if  you  please. 

Sea  Captain — They  appeared  to  be  workmen  from  the 
temple,  seeking  a passage  into  Ethiopia;  but  not  having 
King  Solomon’s  pass  were  not  able  to  obtain  one,  and 
returned  back  to  the  country. 

Fellow  Craft  A (to  the  other  two  Fellow  Crafts)  — 
The  very  fellows  we  are  in  pursuit  of.  You  say  they 
returned  back  into  the  country  ? 

Sea  Captain — Yes. 

Fellow  Craft  A — Well,  we  must  run  back  in  pursuit 
of  them.  [They  enter,  and  stop  in  front  of  Worship- 
ful Master.] 

Note  157. — “An  old  legend  says  that  ‘twelve  Fellow  Crafts  carry 
a sprig  of  cassia  in  their  hands  in  token  of  their  innocence’  : an- 
other, that  after  making  a discovery,  they  stuck  a sprig  of  cassia 
in  the  ground  to  mark  the  place,  and  went  and  informed  King 
Solomon.” — Pierson’s  Traditions , page  215. 
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Fellow  Crafts  (making  sign) — Tidings  from  the  west. 

Worshipful  Master — Well,  report. 

Fellow  Craft  A — I being  one  who  pursued  a westerly 
course,  coming  down  near  the  port  of  Joppa,  met  a 
seafaring  man158  [See  Appendix,  Note  jf]  of  whom  I in- 
quired if  he  had  seen  any  strangers  pass  that  way;  he 
informed  me  that  he  had,  three,  who  from  their  appear- 
ance were  workmen  from  the  temple,  seeking  a passage 
into  Ethiopia,  but  not  having  King  Solomon’s  pass  were 
not  able  to  obtain  one,  and  returned  back  into  the 
country. 

Worshipful  Master — Disguise  yourselves  and  travel 
as  before,  with  positive  injunctions  to  find  the  ruffians, 
and  with  as  positive  assurance  that  if  you  do  not,  the 
twelve  shall  be  deemed  the  murderers  and  severally 
suffer  for  the  crime  committed.  [They  slowly  pass 
around  through  the  preparation-room  and  ante-room 
into  the  lodge-room  again,  stopping  close  by  the  pros- 
trate candidate.] 

Fellow  Craft  A — Well,  brother,  I am  tired,  I must 
sit  down  and  rest  before  I can  go  any  further.  [Sits 
down  at  head  of  candidate.] 

Fellow  Craft  B — Well,  I am  tired. 

Fellow  Craft  C — What  course  shall  we  pursue  now? 
We  must  not  go  and  report  ourselves,  if  we  do  the 
twelve  will  be  put  to  death;  here  are  three  of  the  poor 
fellows  here  with  us,  we  must  not  go  and  give  them 
up  to  be  put  to  death. 

Note  158. — “A  Wayfaring  Man.  The  word  means  a traveler, 
one  who  passes  over  the  road.  * * * Such  a man,  having  perhaps 
just  landed  at  Joppa,  and  on  his  way  to  the  interior,  would  be 
most  likely  to  be  met  near  that  city,  and  would  be  best  enabled  to 
give  any  information  wanted  as  to  the  condition  of  the  shipping  in 
the  harbor,  or  in  relation  to  any  other  matter  connected  with  a 
passage.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  115. 
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Fellow  Craft  A — We  must  take  a northwest  or  a 
southwest  course,  and  be  off  again,  and  which  way  shall 
we  go  ? 

Fellow  Craft  B — We  will  go  a southwest  course. 

Fellow  Craft  C — Well,  come  on,  brothers,  we  must  be 
going.  [Moves  slowly  on.] 

Fellow  Craft  A (attempting  to  rise,  catching  hold  of 
the  column  representing  the  sprig  of  acacia) — Hallo! 
what  makes  this  acacia  come  up  so  easily  ? The  ground 
has  been  newly  broken;  the  size  of  a grave.  [The 
ruffians,  from  pretended  clefts  in  the  rocks,  really  from 
the  preparation-room,  now  take  part  in  the  farce,  Jubela 
beginning  as  the  word  “grave”159  is  pronounced.] 

Jubela — 0!  that  my  throat  had  been  cut  across,  my 
tongue  torn  out  by  its  roots,  and  buried  in  the  rough 
sands  of  the  sea  at  low-water  mark,  where  the  tide  ebbs 
and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  ere  T had  been 
accessory  to  the  death  of  so  good  a man  as  our  Grand 
Master,  Hiram  Abiff!160  [The  three  whisper  to  each 
other,  “That  is  the  voice  of  Jubela,"  after  which 
Jubelo’s  voice  is  heard,  as  follows :] 

Jubelo — 0!  that  my  breast  had  been  torn  open,  my 

Note  159. — “In  the  initiation  of  life  and  death,  of  which  the 
initiation  in  the  third  degree  is  simply  emblematic,  innocence  must 
for  a time  lie  in  the  grave — at  length,  however,  to  be  called  by  the 
Grand  Master  of  all  things  to  immortality.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  118. 

Note  160. — “The  Temple  Builder  is,  in  the  Masonic  system,  the 
symbol  of  humanity,  developed  here  and  in  the  life  to  come  ; and  as 
the  temple  is  the  visible  symbol  of  the  world,  its  architect  becomes 
the  mythical  symbol  of  man,  the  dweller  and  worker  in  the  world  ; 
and  his  progress  by  the  gates  is  the  allegory  of  man's  pilgrimage 
through  youth,  mankind  and  old  age,  to  the  final  f"vumph  of  death 
and  the  grave.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  113. 
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heart  plucked  out  and  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of 
the  temple,  to  be  devoured  by  the  vultures  of  the  air, 
[See  Appendix,  Note  /]  ere  I had  consented  to  the  death 
of  so  good  a man  as  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff. 
[The  three  whisper  to  one  another  that  this  is  the  voice 
of  Jubelo.  Then  Jubelum’ s voice  is  heard,  hoarsely 
exclaiming :] 

Jubelum — It  was  I that  gave  the  fatal  blow.  It  was 
I that  killed  him ! 0 ! that  my  body  had  been  severed 

in  twain,  my  bowels  taken  from  thence  and  burned  to 
ashes,  the  ashes  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven, 
that  no  more  remembrance  might  be  had  of  so  vile  a 
wretch  as  I am,  ere  I had  caused  the  death  of  so  good  a 
man  as  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff ! 

Fellow  Craft  A — That  is  the  voice  of  Jubelum.  These 
are  the  ruffians;  they  are  confessing  their  crime.  Now 
what  shall  we  do? 

Fellow  Craft  B — They  are  desperate  men.  It  will  be 
a serious  undertaking  to  capture  these  murderers. 

Fellow  Craft  C — There  are  but  three  of  them,  and 
there  are  three  of  us.  We  have  truth  and  justice  on 
our  side,  and  our  trust  is  in  God.  Let  us  rush  in,  seize, 
bind,  and  take  them  before  King  Solomon. 

All — Agreed.  [They  rush  into  the  preparation-room, 
a short  scuffle  is  supposed  to  follow,  when  each,  leading 
a ruffian,  brings  him  in  front  of  King  Solomon.] 

Fellow  Craft  B (making  sign) — Most  Worshipful 
King  Solomon,  I being  one  who  pursued  a westerly 
course,  and  on  my  return,  after  several  days  spent  in 
fruitless  search,  being  more  weary  than  the  rest, 
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sat  down  on  the  brow  of  a hill161  to  rest  and  refresh  my- 
self, and  on  arising  accidentally  caught  hold  of  an 
acacia,192  which  easily  giving  way  excited  my  curiosity. 
I hailed  my  companions,  and  on  examination  I found 
it  to  be  a grave.  At  this  time  another  party  arrived 
with  the  ruffians,  who  reported  that  while  sitting  down  to 
rest,  they  heard  the  following  horrid  exclamations  from 
the  clefts  of  an  adjacent  rock.163  The  first  was  the  voice 
of  Jubela,  exclaiming:  “0  ! that  my  throat  had  been 


Note  161. — “The  small  hill  near  Mount  Moriah  can  be  clearly 
Identified  by  the  most  convincing  analogies  as  being  no  other  than 
Mount  Calvary.  Thus  Mount  Calvary  was  a small  hill ; it  was  sit- 
uated in  a westerly  direction  from  the  temple,  and  was  near  Mount 
Moriah  ; It  was  on  the  direct  road  from  Jerusalem  to  Joppa,  and  is 
thus  the  very  spot  where  a weary  brother,  traveling  on  that  road, 
would  find  it  convenient  to  sit  down  to  rest  and  refresh  him- 
self; and  it  was  outside  of  the  gate  of  the  temple  ; and  lastly,  there 
are  several  caves  or  clefts  in  the  rocks  in  the  neighborhood,  one  of 
which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was,  subsequently  to  the  time  of  this 
tradition,  used  as  the  sepulchre  of  our  Lord.  The  Christian  Mason 
will  readily  perceive  the  peculiar  character  of  the  symbolism  which 
this  identification  of  the  spot  on  which  the  great  truth  of  the 
resurrection  was  unfolded  in  both  systems — the  Masonic  and 
Christian — must  suggest.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  116. 

Note  162. — “ The  sprig  of  acacia  is  an  important  symbol  in  Free- 
masonry. * * * its  name  in  Hebrew  is  shittah,  or  in  the  plural 
shittim,  and  it  was  always  esteemed  as  a sacred  tree  by  the  Israel- 
ites. The  Tabernacle  and  its  furniture,  with  the  Ark  of  the  Cove- 
nant, were  made  out  of  it,  and  it  was  consecrated  from  among  the 
other  trees  of  the  forest  to  sacred  purposes.  As  a symbol  it  re- 
ceived among  the  ancients  three  interpretations:  1.  In  consequence 
of  its  incorruptible  and  evergreen  nature,  it  was  readily  adopted  as 
a symbol  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul.  2.  In  allusion  to  the 
derivation  of  its  name,  among  the  Greeks,  from  a word  which  sig- 
nifies freedom  from  sin,  it  was  also  adopted  as  a symbol  of  inno- 
cence. 3.  Like  ail  the  other  sacred  plants,  such  as  the  myrtle,  the 
mistletoe,  and  the  lotus,  which  were  used  in  the  Ancient  Mysteries, 
It  became  a symbol  of  initiation.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  117. 

Note  163. — “The  whole  of  Palestine  is  very  mountainous,  and 
these  mountains  abound  in  deep  clefts,  or  caves,  which  were 
anciently  places  of  refuge  for  the  inhabitants  in  time  of  war,  and 
were  often  used  as  lurking  places  for  robbers.  It  is,  therefore, 
strictly  in  accordance  with  geographical  truth  that  the  statement 
In  relation  to  the  concealment  of  certain  persons  in  the  clefts  of  the 
rocks  is  made  in  the  third  degree.” — Mackey's  Lexicon,  Art.  Clefts 
of  the  Rocks. 
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cut  across,  my  tongue  torn  out  by  its  roots,  and  buried 
in  the  rtmgh  sands  of  the  sea  at  low-water  mark,  where 
the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours,  ere 
I had  been  accessory  to  the  death  of  so  good  a man  as 
our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff .”  The  second  was  the 
voice  of  Jubelo,  exclaiming:  “0 ! that  my  breast  had 
been  torn  open,  my  heart  plucked  out  and  placed  on 
the  highest  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  to  be  devoured  by 
the  vultures  of  the  air,  [See  Appendix,  Note  /]  ere  1 
had  consented  to  the  death  of  so  good  a man  as  our 
Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff !”  The  third  was  the  voice 
of  J ubelum,  exclaiming,  more  horrible  than  the  rest : “It 
was  I that  gave  the  fatal  blow ! It  was  I that  killed  him ! 
0 ! that  my  body  had  been  severed  in  twain,  my  bow- 
els taken  from  thence  and  burned  to  ashes,  the  ashes 
scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  that  no  more 
remembrance  might  be  had  of  so  vile  a wretch  as  I am, 
ere  I had  caused  the  death164  of  so  good  a man  as  our 
Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff.”  Upon  which  they  rushed  in, 
seized,  bound,  and  now  have  them  before  your  majesty. 

Worshipful  Master  (as  King  Solomon) — What  say 
you,  Jubela,  Jubelo,  Jubelum?  Guilty,  or  not  guilty? 

Ruffians  (all  together)— -Guilty,  my  lord. 

Note  164. — “The  Ancient  Mysteries,  those  truly  Masonic  institu- 
tions, which  by  a series  of  solemn  and  imposing  ceremonies  pre- 
pared the  mind  of  the  initiate  for  the  reception  of  those  unpopular 
dogmas.  * * * In  all  of  them  there  was.  in  addition  to  the  instruc- 
tions in  relation  to  the  existence  of  a Supreme  Deity,  a legend  in 
which,  by  the  dramatic  representation  of  the  violent  death  and  sub- 
sequent restoration  to  life  of  some  distinguished  personage,  the  doc- 
trines of  the  resurrection  and  the  soul’s  immortality  were  emble- 
matically illustrated.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Antiquity  of  Ma- 
sonry. 
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Worshipful  Master — Vile,  impious  wretches,  das- 
tardly  villains,  reflect  on  the  atrocity  of  your  crime, 
and  on  the  amiable  character  of  your  worthy  Grand 
Master,  whom  you  have  basely  assassinated.  Hold  up 
your  heads  and  hear  your  sentence.  It  is  my  order  that 
you  be  taken  without  the  gates  of  the  city  and  executed 
according  to  your  several  imprecations  in  the  clefts  of 
the  rock.  [One  rap.]  Guards,  away  with  them ! 

[The  three  who  brought  in  the  ruffians  take  them  to 
the  preparation-room  again,  where,  led  by  one  of  the 
number,  they  balance  three  times  on  left  leg,  the  third 
time  stamping  with  right  foot  and  clapping  hands  to- 
gether, repeating  it  three  times.  Thus  the  ruffians  are 
"executed,”  when  the  three  executioners  return  and  re- 
port.] 

Fellow  Craft  A (making  sign) — Most  Worshipful 
King  Solomon,  your  orders  have  been  executed. 

Worshipful  Master — You  twelve  Fellow  Crafts  will 
now  go  in  search  of  the  body,  and  if  found  observe 
whether  the  Master’s  word,165  or  a key  to  it,  or  anything 
appertaining  to  the  Master’s  degree,  is  on  or  about  it. 
[They  move  off  slowly  toward  the  west,  when  one  of 
them  asks :] 

Fellow  Craft  B — Can  we  find  the  place  where  the 
acacia189  was  pulled  up? 


Note  165. — “The  occasion  of  brethren  searching  so  diligently  for 
their  master  was,  it  seems,  to  receive  from  him  the  secret  ivord  of 
Masonry.” — Pierson’s  Traditions , page  216. 


Note  166. — “Acacian.  A term  derived  from  aJcakia,  ‘innocence,* 
and  signifying  a Mason,  who,  by  living  in  strict  obedience  to  the 
obligations  and  precepts  of  the  fraternity,  is  free  from  sin.” — 
Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Acacian. 
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Fellow  Craft  C (the  one  who  pnlled  it  up) — Yes,  this 
is  the  place;  let  us  remove  the  rubbish  and  dig  down 
here.  [He  picks  up  the  column  again,  and  they  roll 
hack  the  canvas  from  the  candidate,  and  in  view  of  the 
pretended  stench  from  the  dead  body  each  averts  his 
face,  and  making  the  due-guard  of  a Master  Mason, 
exclaim  in  turn :] 

Fellow  Craft  B — Whew ! This  is  indeed  the  body  of 
our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff.  Let  us  go  and  report. 

Fellow  Craft  C — But  we  must  obey  orders. 

Fellow  Craft  A — What  were  our  orders? 

Fellow  Craft  B — Our  orders  were  to  observe  whether 
the  Master’s  word,  or  a key  to  it,  or  anything  appertain- 
ing to  the  Master’s  degree,  is  on  or  about  the  body.  * 

Fellow  Craft  C — Well,  but  what  do  we  know  about 
the  Master’s  word  or  the  Master’s  degree;  we  are  only 
Fellow  Crafts. 

Fellow  Craft  B — We  must  obey  orders. 

Fellow  Craft  C — Well,  let  us  search  and  see  what  we 
can  find.  [After  fumbling  about  a moment,  one  of 
them  takes  off  the  candidate’s  neck  the ' miniature 
plumb,  exclaiming,  “Here  is  the  jewel  of  his  office.”] 

Fellow  Craft  C — Let  us  take  that  and  go  and  report. 

Answer  (together) — Agreed. 

Fellow  Craft  C (making  sign,  the  three  standing  in 
front  of  King  Solomon) — Tidings  of  the  body. 

Worshipful  Master  (as  King  Solomon) — Where  was 
it  found? 
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Felloiv  Craft  C — A westerly  course,  where  our  weary 
brother  sat  down  to  rest  and  refresh  himself. 

Worshipful  Master — Was  the  Master’s  word,  a key 
to  it,  or  anything  appertaining  to  the  Master's  degree, 
on  or  about  it? 

Fellow  Craft  C (making  Fellow  Craft  sign) — Most 
Worshipful  King  Solomon,  we  are  only  Fellow  Crafts; 
we  therefore  know  nothing  about  the  Master’s  word  or 
the  Master’s  degree;  there  was  discovered  nothing  on 
or  about  his  body,  except  this,  the  jewel167  of  his  office, 
by  wffiich  his  body  was  designated.  [Hands  it  to  the 
Master.] 

Worshipful  Master  (rising) — You  twelve  Fellow 
Crafts  will  now  go  and  assist  in  raising  the  body,  and 
[turning  toward  the  Senior  Warden,  who  represents 
Hiram,  King  of  Tyre]  my  worthy  brother  of  Tyre,  as 
the  Master’s  word  is  now  lost,  the  first  signs  given  at 
the  grave,  and  the  first  word  spoken  after  the  body  shall 
be  raised,  shall  be  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  all 
Master’s  lodges  till  future  generations  shall  find  out 
the  right. 

Senior  Warden  (as  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre) — Agreed. 

[All  rise  and  form  in  a circle  around  the  candidate, 
the  Master  between  the  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens; 


Note  167. — “The  Grand  Master’s  Jewel.  There  is  a Masonic 
tradition  that  the  jewel  of  an  ancient  Grand  Master — and  the  one, 
therefore,  always  worn  by  the  Builder — was  the  Square  and  Com- 
passes. with  the  letter  G between.  The  finding  of  this  jewel  alone 
gives  any  probability  to  this  part  of  the  legend.  It  is  hardly  neces- 
sary to  say  that  the  letter  G,  wherever  spoken  of  in  Masonry  as  a 
symbol,  is  merely  a modern  substitute  for  the  Hebrew  letter  yod 
which  was  the  initial  of  Jehovah.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  118. 
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when  the  Master  and  the  Senior  Warden  make  the 
due-guard  and  sign  of  a Master  Mason,  as  on  page  260 ; 
then  the  grand  hailing  sign  of  distress,  the  Master  ex- 
claiming: “0  Lord,  my  God,  is  there  no  help  for  the 

widow’s  son !” 


First  P osition.  Second  Position.  Third  Position. 


Raise  hands  and  arms  perpendicularly,  as  shown  in 
first  cut;  then  bring  arms  to  position  as  shown  by  sec- 
ond cut,  fore-arms  at  right  angles,  with  arms;  then 
bring  arms  nearly  to  the  side,  fore-arms  still  perpendic- 
ular; then  drop  hands  to  side. 

[All  now  march  around  candidate,  singing  the  follow- 
ing funeral  dirge :] 


Procession  Singing  Funeral  Dirge. 
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FtJNERAL  dirge  at  raising— third  degree. 

Air — ‘‘Pleyel’s  Hymn.” 

‘‘Solemn  strikes  the  fun’ral  chime, 

Notes  of  our  departing  time, 

As  we  journey  here  below, 

Through  a pilgrimage  of  woe.  - 

‘‘Mortals  now  indulge  a tear, 

For  mortality  is  here. 

See  how  wide  her  trophies  wave 
O’er  the  slumbers  of  the  grave. 

‘‘Here  another  guest  we  bring ; 

Seraphs  of  celestial  wing. 

To  our  fun’ral  altar  come, 

Waft  our  friend  and  brother  home. 

‘‘There  enlarged  thy  soul  shall  see 
What  was  veiled  in  mystery. 

Heavenly  glories  of  the  place, 

Show  his  Maker  face  to  face. 

‘‘Lord  of  all  ! below — above, 

Fill  our  hearts  with  truth  and  love  ; 

When  dissolves  our  earthly  tie, 

Take  us  to  thy  lodge  on  high.” 

— Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  105. 

[The  singing,  whether  of  part  or  all,  is  so  timed  as  to 
cease  when  the  Master  arrives  at  the  head  of  the  grave 
the  third  time,  when  all  face  toward  the  grave  ( ?).] 

Worshipful  Master  (turning  to  the  Junior  Warden) 
— You  will  take  the  body  by  the  Entered  Apprentice 
grip  and  see  if  it  can  be  raised.  [The  Junior  Warden 
takes  the  candidate  by  the  Entered  Apprentice  grip 
with  right  hand,  and  with  left  hand  grasps  his  right 
arm  above  the  elbow,  and  apparently  tries  to  raise  him 
up,  but  loses  his  hold.] 

Junior  Warden  (making  sign) — Most  Worshipful 
King  Solomon,  owing  to  the  high  state  of  putrifactior, 
it  having  been  dead  already  fifteen  days,  the  skin  slips, 
and  it  cannot  be  raised. 
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Worshipful  Master — My  worthy  brother  of  Tyre,  I 
wish  that  yon  then  endeavor  to  raise  it  by  the  Fellow 
Craft  grip.  [The  Senior  Warden  takes  candidate  by 
Fellow  Craft  grip  with  right  hand,  and  with  his  left 
grasps  his  arm  above  the  elbow,  apparently  lifts  hard, 
but  lets  his  hold  slip.] 

Senior  Warden  (making  sign)-— Most  Worshipful 
brother,  owing  to  the  reasons  before  given,  the  flesh 
cleaves  from  the  bones,  and  it  cannot  be  so  raised. 


First  Position.  Second  Position.  Third  Position. 


[The  Worshipful  Master  and  Senior  Warden  make 
the  grand  hailing  sign  of  distress.] 

They  then  raise  hands  and  arms  upwards  as  shown 
in  cut,  first  position,  the  Master  exclaiming,  0 Lord, 
my  God ! 0 Lord,  my  God ! 0 Lord,  my  God ! I fear  the 
master’s  word  is  forever  lost,  and,  my  worthy  brother  of 
Tyre,  what  shall  we  do? 

Senior  Warden — Let  us  pray. 
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Worshipf  ul  Master — Agreed.  [The  Master  removes 
his  hat,  and  the  brethren  kneel  on  one  knee  around 
the  candidate,  while  the  Master  repeats  the  following 
prayer :] 

PRAYER  AT  RAISING THIRD  DEGREE. 


Prayer  at  Mock  Resurrection  of  Candidate,  alias  our  Grand  Master, 

Hiram  Abiff. 


“Thou,  0 God ! knowest  our  downsitting  and  our  up- 
rising, and  understandest  our  thoughts  afar  off.  Shield 
and  defend  us  from  the  evil  intentions  of  our  enemies, 
and  support  us  under  the  trials  and  afflictions  we  are 
destined  to  endure  while  traveling  through  this  vale  of 
tears.  Man  that  is  born  of  a woman  is  of  few  days  and 
full  of  trouble.  He  cometh  forth  as  a flower,  and  is 
cut  down ; he  fleeth  also  as  a shadow,  and  continueth 
not.  Seeing  his  days  are  determined,  the  number  of 
his  months  are  with  thee.  Thou  hast  appointed  his 
bounds  that  he  cannot  pass ; turn  from  him  that  he 
may  rest,  till  he  shall  accomplish  his  day.  For  there  is 
hope  of  a tree,  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will  sprout 
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again,  and  that  the  tender  branch  thereof  will  not 
cease.  But  man  dieth,  and  wasteth  away;  yea,  man 
giveth  up  the  ghost,  and  where  is  he?  As  the  waters 
fail  from  the  sea,  and  the  flood  decayeth  and  dryeth  up ; 
so  man  lieth  down,  and  riseth  not  up  until  the  heavens 
shall  be  no  more.  Yet,  0 Lord,  have  coinpassion  on 
the  children  of  thy  creation,  administer  them  comfort 
in  time  of  trouble,  and  save  them  with  an  everlasting 
salvation.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  120. 

Worshipful  Master — Amen. 

Response  (by  brethren) — So  mote  it  be. 

Worshipful  Master  (resuming  his  hat,  his  hands  ex- 
tended over  the  body) — My  worthy  brother  of  Tyre, 
[The  Senior  Warden  represents  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre] 
I shall  now  endeavor,  with  your  assistance,  to  raise 
it  by  the  strong  grip  of  the  lion’s  paw168  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah.  [The  Worshipful  Master,  as  King  Solomon, 
grasps  candidate’s  right  arm  near  the  shoulder  with  his 
left  hand,  and  with  his  right  hand  takes  candidate’s 
right  handfby  the 

STRONG  GRIP  OF  A MASTER  MASON,  OR  LION’S  PAW. 

Made  by  grasp- 
ing hands  firmly , 
as  shown  in  the 
cut;  thumb  and 
fingers  pressing 

Strong  Grip  of  Master  Mason,  or  Lion's  Paw. 

hard  on  hand  and  wrist  of  each  other. 

Note  168. — “It  is  not  until  the  .eophite  has  reached  this  sum- 
mit of  our  ritual  that  he  can  exc.aim  with  joyful  accents,  in  the 
language  of  the  sage  of  old,  ‘ Eureka , Eureka,’  I have  found  at  last 
the  long  sought  treasure.  This  was  the  last  and  highest  of  the 
three  degrees  in  existence  at  the  construction  of  the  first  temple, 
and  is,  therefore,  called  ‘the  perfection  of  Ancient  Craft  Ma- 
sonry.’ Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Master  Mason. 
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The  Senior  Warden,  as  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  taking 
candidate  by  the  left  arm,  the  Master  and  Warden  lift 
him  to  his  feet,  when  the  Master  takes  him  on  the 


FIVE  POINTS  OF  FELLOWSHIP.189 

[Foot  to  foot,  knee  to  knee,  breast 
to  breast,  hand  to  back,  and  cheek 
to  cheek,  or  mouth  to  ear;  the  in- 
side of  their  right  feet  being  together 
right  breasts  together,  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Master  to  the  right  ear  of  the 
candidate. 


Worshipful  Master — (on  five  points  fellowship)  — 
Mah-hali-bone.  Repeat  the  word  in  my  ear. 

Senior  Warden — (one  rap;  all  but  Master,  candidate 
and  Senior  Deacon  are  seated.) 

Candidate  (whispering  in  Master’s  ear) — Mah-hah- 
bone. 

Worshipful  Master — You  have  now  received  that 
grand  Masonic  word,  which  you  have  solemnly  sworn 
never  to  give  in  any  other  manner  or  form  than  that  in 
which  you  have  now  received  it,  namely  on  the  five 
points  of  fellowship,170  and  then  in  low  breath. 


Five  Points  of 
Fellowship. 


Note  160. — “Five  Points  of  Fellowship.  The  term  alludes  to 
a symbolical  ceremony  in  the  Master  Mason's  degree,  which  i.i 
chiefly  esoteric.  It  is  an  elegant  summary  of  the  whole  benevolent 
code  of  Freemasonry,  and  eminently  worthy  of  study.” — Morris’s 
Dictionary , Art.  Five  Points  of  Fellowship. 

Note  170. — “By  the  five  points  of  fellowship  Masons  are  linked 
together  in  one  indivisible  chain  of  sincere  affection,  brotherly 
love,  relief  and  truth.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  page  245. 
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The  five  points  of  fellowship171  are:  Foot  to  foot, 

knee  to  knee,  breast  to  breast,  hand  to  back,  cheek  to 
cheek  or  mouth  to  ear. 

Foot  to  foot,  that  you  will  not  hesitate  to  go  on  foot, 
and  out  of  your  way,  to  aid  and  serve  a needy  brother. 

Knee  to  knee,  that  you  will  ever  remember  a brother’s 
welfare  as  well  as  your  own,  in  all  your  addresses  to 
the  Deity. 

Breast  to  breast,  that  you  will  ever  keep  in  your 
breast  a brother’s  secret,  when  communicated  to  and 
received  by  you  as  such,  murder  and  treason  excepted. 

Hand  to  back,  that  you  will  ever  be  ready  to  stretch 
forth  your  hands  to  assist  and  support  a fallen  brother, 
and  that  you  will  vindicate  his  character  behind  his 
back  as  well  as  before  his  face. 

Cheek  to  cheek  or  mouth  to  ear,  that  you  will  ever 
caution,  and  will  give  counsel  in  the  ear  of  a brother, 
and  in  the  most  friendly  manner  remind  him  of  his 
errors,  and  aid  his  reformation,  giving  him  due  and 
timely  notice  that  he  may  ward  off  approaching  danger. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  , you  will  now 

return  to  the  east  and  receive  a history  of  this  degree. 
[Master  resumes  his  seat,  and  the  Senior  Deacon  con- 
ducts candidate  in  front  of  the  Master’s  station,  where, 
during  the  next  section,  he  stands  or  sits,  as  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  may  direct.] 

Note  171. — “The  star  with  five  points,  which  is  found  among  the 
emblems  of  the  Master’s  degree,  is  an  allusion  to  the  five  points 
of  fellowship,  or  summary  of  a Mason’s  duty  to  his  brother.” — * 
Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Star. 
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SECOND  SECTION. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother , the  second  sec- 

tion of  this  degree  exemplifies  an  instance  of  virtue, 
fortitude  and  integrity,  seldom  equaled,  if  ever  excelled, 
in  the  history  of  man.  You  have  this  evening  repre- 
sented one  of  the  greatest  Masons,172  and,  perhaps,  the 
greatest  man  the  world  ever  knew,  namely,  our  Grand 
Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  who  was  slain  just  before  the  com- 
pletion of  King  Solomon’s  temple.  His  death  was  pre- 
meditated by  fifteen  Fellow  Crafts,  who  seeing  the  tem- 
ple about  to  be  completed,  and  being  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason,  whereby  they  might 
travel  in  foreign  countries  and  receive  Master  wages, 
entered  into  a horrid  conspiracy  to  extort  them  from 
our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  or  take  his  life;  but 
reflecting  with  horror  on  the  atrocity  of  the  crime, 
twelve  of  them  recanted ; the  other  three  persisted  in 
their  murderous  designs. 

Our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  was  slain  at  high 
twelve.  It  was  his  usual  practice  at  that  hour,  while 
the  craft  were  called  from  labor  to  refreshment,  to  en- 
ter into  the  unfinished  “sanctum  sanctorum ” or  “holy, 
of  holies,”  of  the  temple,  and  there  to  offer  up  his  ad- 
dresses to  the  Deity  and  draw  his  designs  on  the  trestle- 
board. 

The  three  Fellow  Crafts  who  persisted  in  their  mur- 


Note  172. — “Outside  of  Masonic  tradition  there  is  no  proof  that 
an  event  such  as  is  related  in  connection  with  the  Temple  Builder 
ever  transpired  ; and  besides,  the  ceremony  is  older,  by  more  than  a 
thousand  years,  than  the  age  of  Solomon.  There  are  characters 
impressed  upon  it  which  cannot  be  mistaken.  It  is  thoroughly 
Egyptian,  and  is  closely  allied  to  the  supreme  rite  of  the  Isianic 
mysteries.” — Sickeis's  Ahiman  Rezon,  page  195. 
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derous  design,  knowing  this  to  be  his  usual  practice, 
placed  themselves  at  the  south,  west  and  east  gates  of 
the  inner  courts  of  the  temple,  and  there  awaited  his 
return. 

Our  Grand  Master  Hiram,  having  finished  his  usual 
exercises,  attempted  to  return  by  the  south  gate,  where 
he  was  accosted  by  Jubela.  f/ho  thrice  demanded  of  him 
the  secrets  of  a Master  M,>son,  or  the  Master’s  word, 
and,  on  being  refused,  gave  him  a blow  with  a twenty- 
four-inch  gauge  across  his  throat,  upon  which  he  fled 
and  attempted  to  pass  out  at  the  west  gate,  where  he 
was  accosted  by  Jubelo,  who,  in  like  manner,  thrice 
demanded  of  him  the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason,  or  the 
Master’s  word,  and,  on  being  refused,  gave  him  a blow 
with  a square  across  his  breast,  upon  which  he  fled,  and 
attempted  to  make  his  escape  out  at  the  east  gate, 
where  he  was  accosted  by  Jubelum,  who  in  like  man- 
ner, thrice  demanded  of  him  the  secrets  of  a Master 
Mason,  or  the  Master-s  word,  and  on  his  being  refused, 
gave  him  a violent  blow  with  a setting-maul  on  his 
forehead,  which  felled  him  dead  on  the  spot. 

The  ruffians  buried  the  body  in  the  rubbish  of  the 
temple  until  low  twelve,  or  twelve  at  night,  when  they 
met  by  agreement  and  carried  it  a westerly  course  from 
the  temple,  to  the  brow  of  a hill  west  of  Mount  Moriah, 
where  they  buried  it  in  a grave  dug  due  east  and  west, 
six  feet  perpendicular,  in  the  head  of  which  they  planted 
an  acacia,  in  order  to  conceal  it,  and  that  the  place 
might  be  known,  should  occasion  ever  require,  and 
made  their  escape. 


INITIATION-. 


297 


Our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  was  found  to  be 
missing  on  the  day  following;  his  absence  was  discov- 
ered by  there  being  no  designs  drawn  on  the  trestle- 
board. 

King  Solomon  being  informed  thereof,  supposed  him 
to  be  indisposed,  and  ordered  strict  search  to  be  made 
for  him  through  the  several  apartments  of  the  temple 
and  due  inquiry  to  be  made. 

Search  and  inquiry  were  accordingly  made,  but  he 
could  not  be  found.  King  Solomon  then  fearing  that 
some  accident  had  befallen  him,  ordered  the  several 
rolls  of  the  workmen  to  be  called,  and  at  roll  call  it  was 
found  that  three  Fellow  Crafts  were  missing,  namely: 
Jubeia,  Jubelo,  and  Jubelum,  who,  from  the  similarity 
of  their  names,  were  supposed  to  be  brothers  and  men 
from  Tyre. 

At  that  time  the  twelve  Fellow  Crafts  who  had  re- 
canted from  their  murderous  designs,  appeared  before 
King  Solomon,  clothed  in  white  gloves  and  aprons,  in 
token  of  their  innocence,  acknowledged  their  premedi- 
tated guilt,  and  kneeling,  implored  his  pardon. 

King  Solomon  then  ordered  them  to  divide  them- 
selves into  parties,  and  travel  three  east,  three  west, 
three  north,  and  three  south,  with  others  whom  he 
should  appoint,  in  search  of  the  ruffians. 

They  traveled,  and  as  they  who  pursued  a westerly 
course,  came  down  near  the  port  of  Joppa,  met  a sea- 
faring [See  Appendix,  Note  ;]  man,  of  whom  they  in- 
quired if  he  had  seen  any  strangers  pass  that  way;  he 
informed  them  that  he  had — three,  who,  from  their  ap- 
pearance, were  workmen  from  the  temple,  seeking  a 
passage  into  Ethiopia,  but  no<t  having  King  Solomon’s 
pass,  were  not  able  to  obtain  one,  and  they  returned 
back  into  the  country. 
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They  returned  and  brought  this  intelligence  to  King 
Solomon,  who  ordered  them  to  disguise  themselves  and 
travel  as  before,  with  positive  injunctions  to  find  the 
ruffians,  and  with  as  positive  assurance  that,  if  they  did 
not,  the  twelve  should  be  deemed  the  murderers,  and 
severally  suffer  for  the  crime  committed. 

They  traveled  as  before,  and  as  they  who  had  pursued 
a westerly  course  were  returning,  one  of  them,  being 
more  weary  than  the  rest,  sat  down  on  the  brow  of  a 
hill  to  rest  and  refresh  himself,  and  on  arising,  acci- 
dentally caught  hold  of  an  acacia,  which  easily  giving 
way,  excited  his  curiosity,  upon  which  he  hailed  his  com- 
panions and  upon  examination  they  found  it  to  be  a 
grave. 

At  that  time  a party  arrived  with  the  ruffians,  and 
reported  that  while  sitting  down  to  rest,  they  heard 
the  following  horrid  exclamations  from  the  clefts  of  an 
adjacent  rock. 

The  first  was  the  voice  of  Jubela,  exclaiming,  “Oh, 
that  my  throat  had  been  cut  across,  my  tongue  torn  out 
by  its  roots  and  buried  in  the  rough  sands  of  the  sea 
at  low-water  mark,  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice 
in  twenty-four  hours,  ere  I had  been  accessory  to  the 
death  of  so  good  a man  as  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram 
Abiff.” 

The  second  was  the  voice  of  Jubelo,  exclaiming,  “Oh, 
that  my  breast  had  been  torn  open,  my  heart  plucked 
out  and  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the  temple, 
to  be  devoured  by  the  vultures  of  the  air,  [See  Appen- 
dix, Note  /]  ere  I had  consented  to  the  death  of  so  good 
a man  as  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff.” 

The  third  was  the  voice  of  Jubelum,  exclaiming  more 
horrible  than  the  rest,  “It  was  I that  gave  the  fatal 
blow.  It  was  I that  killed  him.  Oh!  that  my  body 
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had  been  severed  in  twain,  my  bowels  taken  from 
thence  and  burned  to  ashes,  the  ashes  scattered  to  the 
four  winds  of  heaven,  that  no  more  remembrance  might 
be  had  of  so  vile  a wretch  as  I am,  ere  I had  caused 
the  death  of  so  good  a man  as  our  GrandMaster, Hiram 
Abiff  !*’  upon  which  they  rushed  in,  seized,  hound,  and 
brought  them  before  King  Solomon;  who,  after  a due 
confession  of  their  guilt,  ordered  them  to  be  taken 
without  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  executed  according 
to  their  several  imprecations  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock. 

They  were  taken  out  and  executed  accordingly. 

King  Solomon  then  ordered  the  twelve  Fellow 
Crafts173  to  go  in  search  of  the  body,  and  if  found  to 
observe  whether  the  Master’s  word,  or  a key  to  it,  or 
anything  appertaining  to  thq.  Master’s  degree  was  on  or 
about  it. 

The  body  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  was 
found  a westerly  course  from  the  temple,  where  our 
weary  brother  sat  down  to  rest  and  refresh  himself, 
but  nothing  was  found  on  or  about  it  except  the  jewel 
of  his  office,  by  which  his  body  was  designated. 

King  Solomon  then  ordered  the  twelve  Fellow 
Crafts  to  go  and  assist  in  raising  the  body,  and  it  was 
agreed  between  him  and  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  that, 
as  the  Master’s  word  was  then  lost,  the  first  signs  given 
at  the  grave  and  the  first  word  spoken  after  the  body 
should  be  raised,  should  be  adopted  for  the  regulation 
of  all  Master’s  lodges,  until  future  generations  should 
find  out  the  right. 

They  proceeded  to  the  grave,  where  King  Solomon 
ordered  one  of  the  Fellow  Crafts  to  take  the  body  by  the 
Entered  Apprentice’s  grip  and  see  if  it  could  he  raised; 
but  owing  to  the  high  state  of  putrefaction,  the  body 

Note  173. — “Here  the  twelve  Fellow  Crafts  represent  the  com- 
panions of  Isis,  who  assisted  her  in  her  long  and  wearisome  search 
after  the  body  of  the  slain  Osiris.” — Sickels’s  Ahiman  Itezon,  paae 
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having  been  dead  already  fifteen  days,  the  skin  slipped, 
and  it  could  not  be  raised. 

King  Solomon  then  requested  the  King  of  Tyre  to 
take  it  by  the  Fellow  Craft’s  grip,  and  see  if  it  could 
be  so  raised;  but  owing  to  the  reason  before  given,  the 
flesh  cleaved  from  the  bones,  and  it  could  not  be  so 
raised. 

King  Solomon  then  exclaimed : “0  Lord,  my  God ! 

0 Lord,  my  God ! 0 Lord,  my  God ! I fear  the  Master’s 
word  is  forever  lost,  and  my  worthy  brother  of  Tyre, 
what  shall  we  do  ?”  “Let  us  pray.”  After  prayer  King 
Solomon  took  the  body  by  the  strong  grip  of  a Master 
Mason,  or  lion’s  paw,  and  raised  it  on  the  five  points  of 
fellowship,  which  have  already  been  explained  to  you. 

The  body  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  was 
buried  three  times:  first  in  the  rubbish  of  the  temple, 
second,  on  the  brow  of  a hill  west  of  Mount  Moriah,  and 
third  and  lastly,  as  near  the  unfinished  sanctum  sanc- 
torum, or  holy  of  holies,  as  the  Jewish  law  would  permit ; 
and  Masonic  tradition  informs  us  that  there  was  erected 
to  his  memory  a marble  monument,174  consisting  of  a 
beautiful  virgin  weeping  over  a broken  column,  before 
her  a book  open,  in  her  right  hand  a sprig  of  acacia,  in 
her  left  an  urn,  behind  her  stood  Time  unfolding  and 
counting  the  ringlets  of  her  hair. 

[Hanging  near  the  Master  is  a large  chart,  called  the 
“Master’s  carpet,”  on  which  are  representations  of  a 
virgin  weeping  over  a broken  column,  the  three  steps, 
pot  of  incense,  bee  hive,  book  of  constitutions  guarded 
by  Tyler’s  sword,  sword  pointing  to  a naked  heart,  the 

Note  174. — “Within  the  last  fifty  years  there  has  been  added  to 
the  American  emblems  of  Freemasonry  that  which  is  sometimes 
termed  a hieroglyphical  figure — a female  wreeping  over  a broken 
column,  a book  open  before  her.  in  her  right  hand  a sprig,  in  her 
left  an  urn  ; Time  standing  behind  her.  with  his  fingers  enfolded 
in  the  ringlets  of  her  hair.  This  figure  was  designed  by  Rev. 
Jonathan  Nye  for  the  Hieroglyphic  Monitor . published  by  Jeremy 
L.  Cross  in  1819.  The  idea,  doubtless,  was  derived  from  the  legend 
of  Isis  weeping  at  Byblos  over  the  column  torn  from  the  palace  of 
the  king,  wh;ch  contained  the  body  of  Osiris,  while  Horns,  the  god 
of  time,  pours  ambrosia  on  her  hair.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  page 
220. 
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all-seeing  eye,  anchor  and  ark,  hour-glasi.  which 

he  or  the  Senior  Deacon  points  to  as  the  Master  ex- 
plains each  in  turn.] 

The  beautiful  virgin  weeping  over  the  broken  col- 
umn denotes  the  unfinished  temple,  likewise  the  un- 
timely death  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff;175  the 
book  open  before  her,  that  his  virtues  there  live  on 
perpetual  record ; the  sprig  of  acacia  in  her  right  hand, 
the  timely  discovery  of  the  body;  the  urn  in  her  left, 
that  his  ashes  were  therein  safely  deposited  to  perpetu- 
ate the  remembrance  of  that  amiable,  devoted  and  ex- 
cellent craftsman.  Time  unfolding  and  counting  the 
ringlets  of  her  hair,  denotes  that  time,  patience  and 
perseverance  accomplish  all  things. 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — I will  now  give  and 
explain  to  you  the  several  signs  and  grips  belonging  to 
this  degree. 

This  [making  the  due-guard]  you  will  remember,  is 
called  the  due-guard  of  a Master  Mason,  and  alludes  to 
the  position  in  which  your  hands  were  placed  when  you 
took  your  obligation.  This  [makes  the  penal  sign]  is 
the  sign  of  a Master  Mason,  and  alludes  to  the  penalty 
of  your  obligation,  also  when  our,  ancient  brethren  re- 
paired to  the  grave  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff, 
they  found  their  hands  involuntarily  placed  in  this 
position  [makes  due-guard],  or  in  this  [moving  both 
hands  to  left  side  and  dropping  left  hand,  making  penal 
sign]  to  guard  their  nostrils  from  the  deathly  effluvia 
that  ascended  there  from  the  grave.  This  is  the  Grand 


Note  175. — “Osiris  and  the  Tyrian  Architect  are  one  and  the 
same — not  a mortal  individual,  but  an  idea — an  immortal  princi- 
ple ! In  Egyptian  Freemasonry  Osiris  was  the  type  of  Beauty. 
OOodness,  Order  and  Truth.  So  in  the  temple  myth,  the  Tyrian  is 
the  symbol  of  Beauty  and  Order,  and  of  that  Creative  art  which  is 
ever  ready  to  seize  the  Ideal  and  incarnate  it  in  material  forms — 
that  divine  art  wh'ch  robes  the  physical  world  in  immortal  splen- 
dors ” — • Sickels’H  Ahiman  Rezon,  page  196. 
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Hailing  Sign  of  Distress  [making  it].  This  also  has  an 
allusion.  At  the  raising  of  the  body  of  our  Grand  Master, 
Hiram  Abiff,our  ancient  brethren,  in  token  of  horror  and 
surprise  at  the  mangled  state  of  the  body,  thrice  raised 
their  hands  above  their  heads,  and  exclaimed : 0 Lord, 
my  God ! I tear  the  Master’s  word  is  forever  lost ! Giv- 
ing this  three  times,  and  at  the  same  time  exclaiming, 
“0  Lord,  my  God ! is  there  no  help  for  the  widow’s 
son?”  is  called  the  Grand  Hailing  Sign  of  Distress; 
which  you  have  solemnly  sworn  never  to  give,  except 
in  circumstances  of  the  most  imminent  danger,  in  a just 
and  legal  lodge,  or  for  the  purpose  of  instruction ; and  if 
ever  you  should  see  or  hear  it  given  by  a worthy  brother 
in  distress,  you  are  to  fly  to  his  relief,  if  there  is  a greater 
probability  of  saving  his  life  than  of  losing  your  own. 
The  words  to  be  given  in  the  dark,  or  in  case  where  th^ 
sign  cannot  be  seen,  or  cannot  be  given,  are : “0  Lord  r. 
my  God ! is  there  no  help  for  the  widow’s  son  ?”  On 
hearing  this,  you  are  equally  bound  to  fly  to  the  relief 
of  the  brother  who  gives  it. 

[Worshipful  Master  here  orders  candidate  to  rise  if 
seated.] 

This,  you  will  recollect,  is  the  pass  grip  of  a Master 
Mason,  the  name  of  which  is  Tubal-Cain , who  was  the 
first  known  artificer  and  cunning  workman  in  metals. 

[The  Worshipful  Master  makes  the  pass  grip  of  a 
Master  Mason  as  follows :] 

PASS  GRIP  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Eight  hands  joined  as  in  ordi- 
nary hand-shaking,  the  thumb 
pressed  hard  between  knuckles, 
of  second  and  third  fingers* 
[See  cut.] 


Pass  Grip,  Master  Mason. 
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Pass  : Tubal-Cain.  [Candidate  is  ordered  to  open  his 
hand,  when  the  Master  takes  him  by  the  strong  grip.J 

STRONG  GRIP  OF  A MASTER  MASON,  OR  LION'S  PAW. 

Made  by  grasp- 
ing hands  firmly , 
as  shown  in  the 
cut:  thumb  and 
fingers  pressing. 

Strong  Grip  of  Master  Mason,  or  Lion's  Paw. 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — This  is  called  the 
strong  grip  of  a Master  Mason,  or  the  lion’s  paw.  This 
also  has  a name,  it  being  that  which  you  have  solemnly 
sworn  never  to  give,  except  on  the  five  points  of  fellow- 
ship, and  then  in  low  breath,  as  you  received  it.  [Mas- 
ter usually  goes  through  the  operation  of  communica- 
ting Mah-hah-bone  on  the  five  points  of  fellowship.] 

I shall  now  proceed  to  name  the  several  grips  by 
which  you  were  raised  to  this  sublime  degree,  they  be- 
ing the  same  that  were  instituted  at  the  raising  of  the 
body  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff. 

They  serve  to  remind  us  and  are  supposed  to  allude  to 
the  three  principal  dispensations,  or  conditions,  under 
which  mankind  have  existed  since  the  creation  of  the 
world,  namely,  mankind  by  nature,  the  Jewish  hier- 
archy, and  the  Christian  dispensation. 

The  Entered  Apprentice  grip,  which  could  not  pre- 
vail to  raise  the  body,  owing  to  the  high  state  of  putri- 
faction,  reminds  us  of  mankind  in  a state  of  nature, 
since  by  the  efforts  of  his  own  reason,  unaided  by  reve- 
lation, he  has  never  been  able  to  prove  the  immortality 
of  the  soul. 

The  Fellow  Craft  grip,  which  could  not  prevail  to 
raise  the  body,  for  similar  reasons,  reminds  us  of  the 
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Jewish  hierarchy,  since  after  searching  the  Books  of  the 
Law  and  the  Prophets,  not  a single  passage  is  to  be 
found  which  proves  in  a clear  and  undoubted  manner 
the  resurrection  of  the  body  from  the  grave. 

But  the  strong  grip  of  a Master  Mason,  or  lion’s  paw, 
which  did  prevail  to  raise  the  body,  reminds  us  of  the 
Christian  dispensation,  which  has  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light,  and  taught  mankind  that  through 
the  merits  of  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  their  bodies 
shall  at  last  be  raised,  and  become  as  incorruptible  as 
their  souls. 

THIRD  SECTION. 

You  now  behold  before  you  the  Master’s  Carpet. 
Every  figure  delineated  thereon  teaches  a striking  les- 
son of  the  strictest  morality.  [Senior  Deacon  usually 
points  out  the  different  objects  named.] 

There  are  three  grand  Masonic  pillars,  called  Wis- 
dom, Strength  and  Beauty.  They  were  represented176  by 
Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  and 
Hiram  Abiff. 

Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  represented  the  pillar  of 
Wisdom,  because  by  his  wisdom  he  erected  that  stu- 
pendous monument  of  excellence,  which  immortalized 
his  name. 

Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  represented  the  pillar  of 

Note  176. — “What  so  natural  as  to  suppose  that  if  three  breth- 
ren be  found  as  types  respectively  of  moral,  intellectual  and  physi- 
cal perfection,  and  they  be  joined  together  in  holy  fellowship, 
which  should  make  their  very  souls  as  one,  they  might,  in  mystic 
union,  call  upon  the  great  and  sacred  name  of  the  Deity  and  receive 
an  answer  to  their  prayer.  That  this  idea  did  prevail  we  have  suf- 
ficient proof  ; and  it  is  to  this,  rather  than  to  any  more  utilitarian 
views,  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  rule  which,  in  a purely  specula- 
tive institution,  so  sternly  demands  physical  as  well  as  moral  and 
intellectual  integrity.” — Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  96. 
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Strength,  because  he  supported  King  Solomon  in  this 
great  and  glorious  undertaking. 

Hiram  Abiff  represented  the  pillar  of  Beauty,  because 
by  his  cunning  workmanship  the  temple  was  beautified 
and  adorned. 

The  temple  was  supported  by  fourteen  hundred  and 
fifty-three  columns,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  six 
pilasters,  all  hewn  from  the  finest  Parian  marble. 

There  were  employed  at  the  building  of  the  temple : 
three  Grand  Masters;  three  hundred  Architects;  three 
thousand  and  three  hundred  Masons,1'7  or  overseers  of 
the  work;  eighty^  thousand178  Fellow  Crafts179  in  the 
mountains  and  in  the  quarries,  who  were  enlisted  during 
the  building  of  the  temple;  also  a levy  out  of  Israel  of 
thirty  thousand,  who  worked  in  the  quarries  one  month 
in  three,  besides  Entered  Apprentices180  and  bearers  of 
burdens.  These  were  all  classed  and  arranged  in  such  a 
manner,  by  the  wisdom  of  Solomon,  that  neither  envy, 
discord  nor  confusion,  was  suffered  to  interrupt  that 
universal  peace  and  tranquillity  that  pervaded  the  world 
at  that  important  period. 


Note  177. — “The  Master  Mason  is  one  who  has  been  ‘raised  to 
the  Sublime  Degree,’  having  passed  from  the  Middle  Chamber  to  the 
Sanctum  Sanctorum  or  Most  Holy  Place  of  the  Temple.” — Morris’s 
Dictionary,  Art.  Master  Mason. 

Note  178. — “To  suppose  that  eighty  thousand  craftsmen  were 
weekly  paid  in  the  narrow  precincts  of  the  temple  chambers  is  sim- 
ply to  suppose  an  absurdity.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  107. 

Note  179. — “He  passes  the  porch  of  the  temple,  and  in  his 
progress  to  the  middle  chamber  is  taught  the  ancient  and  unerring 
method  of  distinguishing  a friend  from  a foe.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon, 
Art.  Fellow  Craft. 

Note  180. — “When  a candidate  is  initiated  into  this  degree  he  is 
technically  said  to  be  ‘entered’  ; that  is,  he  has  been  permitted  to 
enter  the  ground  floor  of  the  temple,  for  a reason  well  known  to 
Masons.” — Mackey's  Lexicon,  Art.  Apprentice. 
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“the  three  steps181 

Usually  delineated  up- 
on the  Master’s  carpet, 
are  emblematical  of 
the  three  principal 
stages  of  human  life, 
viz : youth,  manhood, 
and  age.  In  youth,  as 
Entered  Apprentices, 
we  ought  industrious- 
ly to  occupy  our  minds 
in  the  attainment  of 
useful  knowledge ; in 
manhood,  as  Fellow  Crafts,  we  should  apply  our  knowl- 
edge to  the  discharge  of  our  respective  duties  to  God, 
our  neighbor,  and  ourselves ; that  so  in  age,  as  Master 
Masons,  we  may  enjoy  the  happy  reflection  consecpient 
on  a well-spent  life,  and  die  in  the  hope  of  a glorious 
immortality. 

“the  pot  of  incense182 


fii^ 


we  enjoy. 


Is  an  emblem  of  a pure  heart,  which  is 
always  an  acceptable  sacrifice  to  the 
Deity;  and  as  this  glows  with  fervent 
heat,  so  should  our  hearts  continually 
glow  with  gratitude  to  the  great  and 
beneficent  Author  of  our  existence,  for 
the  manifold  blessings  and  comforts 


Note  181. — “The  Three  Steps. — The  fifty-first  emblem  in  Sym- 
bolical Masonry.  It  is  emblematical  of  the  three  principal  stages 
of  human  life,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age.” — Morris’s  Dictionary , 
Art.  Three  Steps. 

Note  182. — “Masonry,  however,  like  Christianity,  instructs  us 
that  the  most  pleasing  incense  that  can  be  offered  to  the  great  I AM 
is  the  incense  of  a grateful  and  pious  heart.  Hence  the  pot  of  in- 
cense, with  a view  to  remind  us  of  this  truth,  has  been  adopted  as 
an  emblem  in  the  third  degree.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Pot  of 
Incense. 
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“the  bee  hive18* 

Is  an  emblem  of  industry,  and  recommends  the  prac- 
tice of  that  virtue  to  all  created  beings,  from  the  high- 
est seraph  in  heaven  to  the  lowest  reptile  of  the  dust. 
It  teaches  us,  that  as  we  came  into  the  world  rational 
and  intelligent  beings,  so  we  should  ever  be  industrious 
ones;  never  sitting  down  contented  while  our  fellow- 

creatures  around  us  are  in  want, 
especially  when  it  is  in  our 
power  to  relieve  them  without 
inconvenience  to  ourselves. 

“When  we  take  a survey  of 
nature,  we  view  man  in  his 
infancy  more  helpless  and  indigent  than  the  brute  cre- 
ation; he  lies  languishing  for  days,  months  and  years, 
totally  incapable  of  providing  sustenance  for  himself, 
of  guarding  against  the  attack  of  the  wild  beasts  of  the 
field,  or  sheltering  himself  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather.  It  might  have  pleased  the  great  Creator  of 
heaven  and  earth  to  have  made  man  independent  of  all 
other  beings;  but  as  dependence  is  one  of  the  strongest 
bonds  of  society,  mankind  were  made  dependent  on 
each  other  for  protection  and  security,  as  they  thereby 
enjoy  better  opportunities  of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  re- 
ciprocal love  and  friendship.  Thus  was  man  formed  for 
social  and  active  life,  the  noblest  part  of  the  work  of 
God ; and  he  that  will  so  demean  himself  as  not  to  be 
endeavoring  to  add  to  the  common  stock  of  knowledge 
and  understanding,  may  be  deemed  a dronv  in  the  hive 
of  nature,  a useless  member  of  society,  and  unworthy  of 
our  protection  as  Masons. 

Note  183. — “In  the  mysteries  a hive  was  a type  of  the  ark. 
JIIence,’  says  Faber,  ‘both  the  diluvian  priestesses  and  the  regener- 
ated souls  were  called  bees  ; hence  bees  were  feigned  to  be  produced 
from  the  carcass  of  a cow,  which  also  symbolized  the  ark;  and 
hence,  as  the  great  father  was  esteemed  an  infernal  god,  honey 
was  much  used  both  in  funeral  rites  and  in  the  mysteries.’  ” — 
Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Bee  Hive. 
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“the  book  of  constitutions  guarded  by  the  tyler's 

SWORD184 


brance  those  truly 
speetion. 


Reminds  us  that  we  should  be  ever 
watchful  and  guarded  in  our 
thoughts,  words  and  actions,  partic- 
ularly when  before  the  enemies  of 
Masonry;  ever  bearing  in  remem- 
Masonic  virtues,  silence  and  eircum- 


“the  sword  pointing  to  a naked  heart185 


Demonstrates  that  justice  will  sooner 
or  later  overtake  us;  and  although  our 
thoughts,  words  and  actions,  may  be 
hidden  from  the  eyes  of  man,  yet  that 


Note  lb-^.  — *‘This  book,  guarded  by  the  Tyler's  sword,  censti- 
tutes  an  emblem  in  the  Master’s  degree,  intended  to  admonish  the 
Mason  that  he  should  be  guarded  in  all  his  words  and  actions,  pre- 
serving unsullied  the  Masonic  virtues  of  silence  and  circumspection 
which  are  inculcated  in  that  book.” — Mackey's  Lexicon,  Art.  Book 
of  Constitutions. 

Note  185. — “A  symbol  of  that  Divine  justice  which  must,  sooner 
or  later,  overtake  all  who  have  sinned ; for,  though  man  looketh  to 
the  outward  appearance,  God  looketh  to  the  heart  alone,  which, 
concealing  its  inmost  passions  from  the  wor’3,  Is  naked  and  open  to 
his  All-Seeing  Eye.  It  is  an  emblem  of  the  Master’s  degree.”— 
Mackey's  Lexicon , Art.  Sword  Pointing  to  the  Naked  Heart. 
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“all-seeing  eye/80 


Whom  the  Sun. 
Moon  and  Stars 
obey,  and  under 
whose  watchful 
care  even  comets 
perform  their 
stupendous  revo- 
lutions, pervades 
the  inmost  re- 
reward us  accord- 


cesses  of  the  human  heart,  and  will 
ing  to  our  merits. 


“the  anchor  and  ark187 

Are  emblems  of  a well-grounded 
hope,  and  a well-spent  life.  They 
are  emblematical  of  that  divine 
ark18S  which  safely  wafts  us  over  this  tempestu- 
ous sea  of  troubles,  and  that  anchor  which  shall  safely 
moor  us  in  a peaceful  harbor,  where  the  wicked  cease 
from  troubling  and  the  weary  shall  find  rest. 


Note  186. — “All-Seeing  Eye.  An  emblem  of  the  Master’s  de- 
gree. It  reminds  us  of  that  superintending  Providence  who  knows 
the  most  secret  thoughts  of  our  hearts,  and  rewards  us  according  to 
our  merits.  This  emblem  was  also  found  in  the  ancient  mysteries. 
* * * Among  the  Egyptians  the  Eye  was  the  symbol  of  Osiris.” — 
Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  All-Seeing  Eye. 


Note  187. — “Ark  and  Anchor.  Emblems  of  a well-grounded  hope 
and  a well-spent  life.  * * * There  is  no  symbol  more  common  than 
the  Ark  to  the  spurious  Masonry  of  the  Ancient  Mysteries,  and  the 
true  or  speculative  Free  Masonry.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Ark 
and  Anchor. 


Note  188. — “The  Ark  has  already  been  shown  to  hare  been  an 
emblem  common  to  Freemasonry  and  the  Ancient  Mysteries  as  a 
symbol  of  regeneration — of  the  second  birth  from  death  to  life.” — 
Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Bee  Hive. 
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“THE  FORTY-SEVENTH  PROBLEM  OF  EUCLID.1** 

yv  /V  This  was  an  invention  of  our  ancient 
k.  / friend  and  brother,  the  great  Pythagoras, 

who  in  his  travels  through  Asia,  Africa 
and  Europe,  was  initiated  into  the  several 
orders  of  priesthood,  and  raised  to  the 
sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason.  This  wise  philoso- 
pher enriched  his  mind  abundantly  in  a general  knowl- 
edge of  things,  and  more  especially  in  Geometry,  or 
Masonry.  On  this  subject  he  drew  out  many  problems 
and  theorems;  and  among  the  most  distinguished  he 
erected  this,  which,  in  the  joy  of  his  heart,  he  called 
Eurelca,  in  the  Grecian  language,  signifying  ‘I  have 
found  it  and  upon  the  discovery  of  which  he  is  said  to 
have  sacrificed  a hecatomb.  It  teaches  Masons  to  be 
general  lovers  of  the  arts  and  sciences. 

“the  hour  glass180 


WIs  an  emblem  of  human  life.  Be- 
hold! how  swiftly  the  sands  ran, 
and  how  rapidly  our  lives  are  draw- 
ing to  a close ! We  cannot  without 
astonishment  behold  the  little  particles  which  are  con- 


Note  189. — “The  forty-seventh  problem  of  Euclid’s  first  book, 
which  has  been  adopted  as  an  emblem  in  the  Master’s  degree,  is 
thus  enunciated : ‘In  any  right-angled  triangle,  the  square  which  is 

described  upon  the  side  subtending  the  right  angle  is  equal  to  the 
squares  described  upon  the  sides  which  contain  the  right  angle.’ 
For  the  demonstration  of  this  problem  the  world  is  indebted  to 
Pythagoras,  who,  it  is  said,  was  so  elated  after  making  the  discov- 
ery that  he  made  an  offering  of  a hecatomb,  or  a sacrifice  of  a hun- 
dred oxen  to  the  gods.  The  devotion  to  learning  which  this  religious 
act  indicated  in  the  mind  of  the  ancient  philosopher  has  induced 
Masons  to  adopt  the  problem  as  a memento,  instructing  them  to  be 
lovers  of  the  arts  and  sciences.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Forty- 
seventh  Problem. 


Note  190. — “Hour  Glass.  The  forty-ninth  emblem  in  Symbolical 
Masonry.  It  is  significant  of  the  rapid  progress  of  human  life.”— - 
Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Hour  Glass, 
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tained  in  this  machine;  how  they  pass  away  almost  im- 
perceptibly ! and  yet,  to  our  surprise,  in  the  short  space 
of  an  hour  they  are  all  exhausted.  Thus  wastes  man ! 
To-day,  he  puts  forth  the  tender  leaves  of  hope;  to- 
morrow blossoms,  and  bears  his  blushing  honors  thick 
upon  him : the  next  day  comes  a frost  which  nips  the 
shoot ; and  when  he  thinks  his  greatness  is  still  aspir- 
ing. he  falls,  like  autumn  leaves,  to  enrich  our  mother 
earth. 


“the  scythe181 


Is  an  emblem  of  time,  which 
cuts  the  brittle  thread  of  life, 
and  launches  us  into  eternity. 
Behold ! what  havoc  the  scythe 
of  time  makes  among  the  hu- 
man race ! If  by  chance  we 
should  escape  the  numerous 
evils  incident  to  childhood  and  youth,  and  with  health 
and  vigor  arrive  to  the  years  of  manhood;  yet,  withal, 
we  must  soon  be  cut  down  by  the  all-devouring  scythe 
of  time,  and  be  gathered  into  the  land  where  our  fathers 


have  gone  before  us.” — Sickels’s  Monitor , pages  113-19. 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — The  last  class  of 
emblems,  to  which  I shall  call  your  attention,  are  the 


Note  191. — “This  is  one  of  the  melancholy  emblems  in  the  Mas- 
ter's degree,  reminding  us  of  the  rapid  flight  of  time.’’ — Mackey's 
Lexicon , Art.  Scythe. 
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Setting  Man  l,1 91 
Spade  and  Coffin 
[pointing  to  these 
emblems].  The  set- 
ting maul,185  with 
which  onr  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  was  slain,  and 
which  is  an  emblem  of  the  causes  or  diseases  by  which 
our  existence194  may  be  terminated.  The  spade  which 
dug  his  grave,  and  may  ere  long  dig  our  grave.  The 
coffin  which  received  his  remains,  and  may  soon  receive 
ours. 

These  are  striking  emblems  of  mortality,  and  afford 
serious  reflections  to  the  thinking  mind;  but  the  acacia, 
or  evergreen  which  bloomed  in  the  head  of  his  grave, 
reminds  us  of  that  immortal195  part,  which  survives  the 
grave,  and  bears  the  nearest  affinity  to  that  supreme 
intelligence  which  pervades  and  animates  all  nature, 
and  can  never,  no  never  die. 

Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — This,  my  brother, 
concludes196  the  lectures  on  this  degree.  You  will  now 

Note  192. — “The  second  class  of  emblems  are  not  monitorial,  and 
therefore  their  true  interpretation  can  only  be  obtained  within  the 
tyled  recesses  of  the  lodge.  They  consist  of  the  Setting  Maul,  the 
Spade,  the  Coffin,  and  the  Sprig  of  Acacia.  They  afford  subjects  of 
serious  and  solemn  reflection  to  the  rational  and  contemplative 
mind.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  131. 

Note  193. — “Setting  Mauls.  The  seventh  emblem  in  Symbolical 
Masonry.  It  is  used  in  both  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  and  Master 
Mason’s  degrees.  In  the  former  it  presents  a happy  figure  of  that 
silence  which  reigned  during  the  erection  of  Solomon’s  temple.  * * • 
In  the  latter  its  lesson  is  esoteric  and  of  an  opposite  nat»ure,  being 
significant  of  the  stroke  of  death.” — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Set- 
ting Mauls. 

Note  194. — “The  myth  of  the  Tyrian  is  perpetually  repeated  in 
the  history  of  human  affairs.  Orpheus  was  murdered  and  his  body 
thrown  into  the  Hebrus ; Socrates  was  made  to  drink  the  hemlock  ; 
and  in  all  ages  we  have  seen  Evil  temporarily  triumphant,  and  Vir- 
tue and  truth  calumniated,  persecuted,  crucified  and  slain.” — Sick- 
els’s  AKiman  Rezon,  page  196. 

Note  195. — “Thus  the  lecture  closes  with  cheering  promise  of  a 
blessed  immortality  beyond  the  grave.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
131. 

Note  196. — “We  now  find  man  complete  in  morality  and  intelli- 
gence, with  the  stay  of  religion  added,  to  insure  him  of  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Deity  and  guard  him  against  ever  going  astray. 
These  three  degrees  thus  form  a perfect  and  harmonious  whole  ; nor 
can  we  conceive  that  anything  can  be  suggested  more  which  th$ 
soul  of  man  requires.”— Sickels’s  Monitor,  page  97. 
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arise,  and  I will  deliver  to  you  the  charge.  [Candidate 
rises,  the  Mastei  gives  three  raps,  when  all  rise.] 

CHARGE  TO  THE  CANDIDATE — THIRD  DEGREE. 

Worshipful  Master — “Brother  , your  zeal  for 

our  institution,  the  progress  you  have  made  in  our  mys- 
teries, and  your  steady  conformity  to  our  useful  regula- 
tions have  pointed  you  out  as  a proper  object  for  this 
peculiar  mark  of  our  favor. 

“Duty  and  honor  now  alike  bind  you  to  be  faithful  to 
every  trust ; to  support  the  dignity  of  your  character 
on  all  occasions;  and  strenuously  to  enforce,  by  precept 
and  example,  a steady  obedience  to  the  tenets  of  Free- 
masonry. Exemplary  conduct  on  your  part  will  con- 
vince the  world  that  merit  is  the  just  title  to  our  privi- 
leges, and  that  on  you  our  favors  have  not  been  unde- 
servedly bestowed. 

“In  this  respectable  character  you  are  authorized  to 
correct  the  irregularities  of  your  less  informed  breth- 
ren ; to  fortify  their  minds  with  resolution  against  the 
snares  of  the  insidious,  and  to  guard  them  against  every 
allurement  to  vicious  practices.  To  preserve  unsul- 
lied the  reputation  of  the  fraternity  ought  to  be  your 
constant  care;  and,  therefore,  it  becomes  your  province 
to  caution  the  inexperienced  against  a breach  of  fideli- 
ty. To  your  inferiors  in  rank197  or  office  you  are  to 
recommend  obedience  and  submission ; to  your  equals, 
courtesy  and  affability;  to  your  superiors,  kindness  and 
condescension.  Universal  obedience198  you  are  zealous- 
ly to  inculcate ; and  by  the  regularity  of  your  own  con- 

Note  197. — “Unlike  the  Entered  Apprentice  and  Fellow  Craft, 
who  each  anticipate  improvements  as  they  advance,  the  Master 
Mason  can  learn  nothing  beyond  the  third  degree.” — Sickels’s 
' Ahiman  Rezon,  page  172. 

Note  198. — “The  Master’s  authority  In  the  lodge  is  despotic  ae 
the  sun  in  the  firmament,  which  was  placed  there  by  the  Creator, 
never  to  deviate  from  its  accustomed  course  till  the  declaration  Is 
promulgated  that  time  shall  be  no  more.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art. 
Obedience. 
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duet  endeavor  to  remove  every  aspersion  against  this 
venerable  institution.  Our  ancient  landmarks  you  are 
carefully  to  preserve,  and  not  suffer  them  on  any  pre- 
tense to  be  infringed,  or  countenance  a deviation  from 
our  established  customs. 

“Your  honor  and  reputation  are  concerned  in  support- 
ing with  dignity  the  respectable  character  you  now 
bear.  Let  no  motive,  therefore,  make  you  swerve  from 
your  duty,  violate  your  vows,  or  betray  your  trust;  but 
be  true  and  faithful,  and  imitate  the  example  of  that 
celebrated  artist  whom  you  have  this  evening  repre- 
sented. Thus  you  will  render  yourself  deserving  of  the 
honor  which  we  have  conferred,  and  worthy  of  the  con- 
fidence we  have  reposed  in  you.” — Sick  els s Monitor, 
page  120. 

CLOSING  CHARGE  AFTER  A RAISING. 

Worshipful  Master  (turning  his  eyes  all  around  the 
lodge) — And  now,  my  brethren,  let  us  see  to  it,  and  so 
regulate  our  lives  by  the  plumb-line  of  justice,  ever 
squaring  our  actions  by  the  rule  of  virtue,  that  when 
the  Grand  Warden  of  heaven  shall  call  for  us,  we  may 
be  found  ready.  Let  us  cultivate  assiduously  the  noble 
tenets  of  our  profession,  brotherly  love,  relief  and  truth ; 
and  from  the  square  learn  morality,  from  the  level 
equality  and  from  the  plumb  rectitude  of  life.  Let  us 
imitate  in  all  his  varied  perfections,  him,  who  when 
assailed  by  the  murderous  hands  of  rebellious  craftsmen, 
maintained  his  integrity  even  unto  death,  and  sealed 
his  principles  with  his  vital  blood.  Let  us  emulate 
his  amiable  and  virtuous  conduct,  his  unfeigned 
piety  to  his  God  and  his  inflexible  fidelity  to  his 
trust.  And  as  the  evergreen,  which  bloomed  in 
the  head  of  his  grave,  betrayed  the  place  of  his 
interment,  so  may  virtue,  by  its  ever  blooming 
loveliness,  designate  us  as  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons. With  the  trowel  spread  liberally  the  ce- 
ment of  brotherly  love  and  friendship,  circumscribed 
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by  the  compass.  Let  us  ponder  well  our  words  and 
actions,  and  let  all  the  energies  of  our  minds,  and  the 
affections  of  our  souls,  be  employed  in  the  attainment 
of  our  Supreme  Grand  Master’s  approbation.  Then, 
when  our  dissolution  draws  nigh,  and  the  cold  winds  of 
death  come  sighing  around  us,  and  his  chill  dew  already 
glistens  on  our  brow,  with  joy  shall  we  obey  the  sum- 
mons of  our  Grand  Warden  in  heaven,  and  go  from  our 
labors  on  earth  to  everlasting  refreshment  in  the  Para- 
dise of  God.  Then,  by  the  benefit  of  a pass,  a pure  and 
blameless  life,  shall  we  gain  ready  admission  into  that 
Celestial  lodge  above,  where  the  Supreme  Grand  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe  presides;  where,  seated  at  the  right 
hand  of  our  Supreme  Grand  Master,  he  will  be  pleased 
to  pronounce  us  just  and  upright  Masons.  Then  shall 
we  be  fitly  prepared  as  living  stones  for  that  spiritual 
building,  that  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens;  where  no  discordant  voice  shall  be  heard, 
but  all  the  soul  shall  experience  shall  be  perfect  bliss, 
and  all  it  shall  express  shall  be  perfect  praise,  and  love 
divine  shall  ennoble  every  heart,  and  hosannas  exalted 
employ  every  tongue. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  all  sit  down;  Master 
turns  to  candidate) — You  will  now  step  to  the  Secre- 
tary's desk,  where  you  will  sign  your  name  on  the  roll 
of  members  of  this  lodge,  and  receive  from  him  a 
*opy  of  the  by-laws,  after  which  you  can  take  your  seat 
•n  any  part  of  the  lodge,  a member  in  good  standing  of 
Lodge  Yo.  — ( entitled  to  all  its  rights199  and  bene- 
fits, and  subject  to  all  its  pains  and  penalties. 

[As  the  ceremonies  usually  occupy  several  hours,  the 
Master,  having  asked  some  “bright”  Mason  to  privately 
post  the  newly-made  brother  in  the  lecture  given  in  the 
next  chapter,  now  proceeds  with  closing  ceremonies.] 

Notk  109. — “If  the  candidate  does  not  assert  his  right  ou  the 
day  of  his  reception  into  the  third  degree  he  loses  it  altogether, 
and  must,  to  acquire  membership,  submit  to  a petition  and  ballot, 
as  in  the  case  of  any  other  affiliation.” — Mackey’s  Jurisprudence, 
page  186. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Third,  or  Master  Mason’s  Degree. 

LECTURE — FIRST  SECTION. 

Worshipful  Master — Will  you  be  off  or  from? 

Candidate — From. 

Worshipful  Master — From  what  and  to  what? 

Candidate — From  a Fellow  Craft  to  a Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — Are  you  a Master  Mason? 

Candidate — I am. 

Worshipful  Master — What  induced  you  to  become  a 
Master  Mason? 

Candidate — In  order  that  I might  travel  in  foreign 
countries,  work  and  receive  Master’s  wages,  the  better 
be  enabled  to  support  myself  and  family,  and  contrib- 
ute to  the  relief  of  worthy  destitute  Master  Masons, 
their  widows  and  orphans. 

Worshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Master  Ma- 
son ? 

Candidate — My  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Master 
Mason  ? 

Candidate — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of  Mas- 
ters. 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  prepared? 

Candidate — By  being  divested  of  all  metals,  neither 
naked  nor  clothed,  barefoot,  hoodwinked,  with  a cable- 
tow  three  times  around  my  body,  in  which  condition  I 
was  conducted  to  the  door  of  a lodge  by  a brother. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  had  you  a cable-tow  three 
times  around  your  body  ? 
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Candidate — To  signify  that  my  duties  and  obliga- 
tions became  more  and  more  extensive  as  I advanced 
in  Masonry. 

Worshipful  Master — How  gained  you  admission? 

Candidate — By  three  distinct  knocks. 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  did  they  allude? 

Candidate — To  the  three  jewels  of  a Master  Mason, 
which  are  friendship,  morality  and  brotherly  love. 

Worshipful  Master — What  was  said  to  you  from 
within  ? 

Candidate — Who  comes  here? 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Brother  , who  has  been  regularly 

initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  passed  to  the  degree 
of  Fellow  Craft,  and  now  wishes  to  receive  further 
light  in  Masonry  by  being  raised  to  the  sublime  degree 
of  a Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — What  were  you  then  asked? 

Candidate — If  it  was  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord ; 
if  I was  worthy  and  well  qualified,  duly  and  truly  pre- 
pared; had  made  suitable  proficiency  in  the  preceding 
degrees  and  was  properly  vouched  for;  all  of  which 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  I was  asked  by  what 
further  right  or  benefit  I expected  to  gain  admission. 

Worshipful  Master — Your  answer? 

Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Worshipful  Master — Did  you  give  the  pass? 

Candidate — I did  not ; my  conductor  gave  it  for  me. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — I was  directed  to  wait  with  patience  till 
the  Worshipful  Master  should  be  informed  of  my  re- 
quest and  his  answer  returned. 

Worshipful  Master — What  answer  did  he  return? 

Candidate — Let  him  enter  and  be  received  in  due  form. 
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Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  received? 

Candidate — On  both  points  of  the  compass,  extend- 
ing from  my  naked  left  to  right  breast,  which  was  to 
teach  me  that  as  the  vital  parts  of  man  were  contained 
within  the  breast,  so  the  most  excellent  tenets  of  our 
institution  are  contained  between  the  two  points  of 
the  compass,  which  are  friendship,  morality,  and  broth- 
erly love.200 

Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  then  disposed  of  ? 

Candidate — I was  conducted  three  times  around201  the 
lodge,  to  the  Junior  Warden  in  the  south,  where  the 
same  questions  were  asked  and  like  answers  returned  as 
at  the  door. 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  the  Junior  Warden  dis- 
pose of  you? 

Candidate — He  directed  me  to  the  Senior  Warden  in 
the  west,  and  he  to  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east, 
where  the  same  questions  were  asked  and  like  answers 
returned  as  before. 

Worshipful  Master — How  did  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter dispose  of  you? 

Candidate — He  ordered  me  to  be  re-conducted  to  the 
Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  who  taught  me  to  approach 
the  east,  by  three  upright,  regular  steps,  my  feet  form- 
ing an  angle  of  a perfect  square,  my  body  erect  at  the 
altar  before  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter then  do  with  you  ? 

Note  200. — “In  the  degree  of  Master  Mason  Brotherly  Love  is 
conjoined  with  Friendship  and  Morality,  as  three  of  the  most  use- 
ful tenets  of  our  institution,  and  enclosed  as  such  within  the 
points  of  the  mystic  compass.”— Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art . Brcth- 
erly  Love. 

Note  201. — “The  rite  of  the  Wanderer,  or  the  Symbolic  Pilgrim- 
age, is  entirely  puerile  and  unmeaning,  unless  we  have  learned  in 
what  ideas  it  originated,  and  what  its  authors  intended  to  represent 
by  it.  Happily  this  is  not  a difficult  task.  In  Egypt,  Greece,  and 
among  other  ancient  nations,  Freemasonry  was  one  of  the  earliest 
agencies  employed  to  effect  the  improvement  and  enlightenment 
of  man.” — Sickels’s  Ahiman  Rezon,  page  57. 
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Candidate — He  made  me  a Master  Mason  in  due 
form. 

Worshipful  Master- — What  was  that  due  form? 

Candidate — Kneeling  on  both  my  naked  knees;  both 
hands  resting  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass; 
in  which  due  form  I took  the  solemn  obligation202  oi 
a Master  Mason,  which  is  as  follows: 

Worshipful  Master — Repeat  the  penalty.  [In  some 
lodges  the  candidate  is  required  to  repeat  the  whole  of 
the  obligation.] 

Candidate — Binding  myself  under  no  less  a penalty 
than  that  of  having  my  body  severed  in  twain,  my  bow- 
els taken  from  thence  and  burned  to  ashes,  the  ashes 
scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  that  no  more 
remembrance  might  be  had  of  so  vile  a wretch  as  I 
should  be,  should  I ever  knowingly  violate  this  my 
Master  Mason’s  obligation.  So  help  me  God  and  keep 
me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same. 

Worshipful  Master — After  taking  the  obligation 
what  did  you  first  discover,  more  than  you  had  hereto- 
fore  done? 

Candidate — Both  points  of  the  compass  elevated  above 
the  square,  which  was  to  teach  me  never  to  lose  sight 
of  the  moral  application  of  this  useful  and  valuable 
instrument,  which ' teaches  friendship,  morality  and 
brotherly  love. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  you  then  discover? 

Candidate — The  Worshipful  Master  approaching  me 
from  the  east  under  the  due-guard  of  a Master  Mason; 

Note  202. — “One  of  the  most  notable  features  of  Freemasonry — - 
one,  certainly,  which  attracts,  more  than  anything  else,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  profane  world — is  that  veil  of  mystery — that  awful 
secrecy,  behind  wrhich  it  moves  and  acts.  From  the  earliest  periods 
this  has  invariably  been  a distinctive  characteristic  of  the  insti- 
tution ; and  to-day,  as  of  old,  the  first  obligation  of  a Mason — his 
supreme  duty — is  that  of  silence  and  secrecy.” — Sickels’s  Ahiman 
Rczon,  page  61. 
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who,  ill  token  of  the  further  continuance  of  his  broth- 
erly iove  and  friendship,  presented  me  with  his  right 
hand,  and  with  it  the  pass  and  token  of  the  pass  of  a 
Master  Mason,  and  ordered  me  to  arise,  go  and  salute 
the  Junior  and  Senior  Wardens. 

Worshipful  Master — After  saluting  the  Wardens, 
what  did  you  further  discover? 

Candidate — The  Worshipful  Master,  who  ordered  me 
to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  who  taught  me  how 
to  wear  my  apron  as  a Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — How  should  a Master  Mason 
wear  his  apron? 

Candidate — With  the  right  corner  turned  up,  in  the 
shape  of  a trowel,  thus  to  distinguish  him  as  a Master 
Mason,  or  an  overseer  of  the  work. 

Worshipful  Master — After  being  taught  to  wear  your 
apron  as  a Master  Mason,  how  were  you  then  disposed 
of? 

Candidate — I was  conducted  to  the  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter in  the  east,  who  presented  me  with  the  working 
tools  of  a Master  Mason,  which  are  all  the  implements 
of  Masonry  indiscriminately,  but  more  especially  the 
trowel. 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  the  use  of  the  trowel? 

Candidate — “The  trowel  is  an  instrument  made  use  of 
by  operative  masons  to  spread  the  cement  which  unites 
a building  into  one  common  mass ; but  we,  as  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the 
more  noble  and  glorious  purpose  of  spreading  the  ce- 
ment of  brotherlv  love  and  affection ; that  cement  which 
unites  us  into  one  sacred  band,  or  society  of  friends  and 
brothers,  among  whom  no  contention  should  ever  ex- 
ist, but  that  noble  contention,  or  rather  emulation,  of 
who  best  can  work  and  best  agree.” — Mackey's  Ritual- 
ist, page  111. 
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Worshipful  Master — How  were  you  then  disposed 
of? 

Candidate — I was  ordered  to  be  re-conducted  to  the 
place  from  whence  I came,  and  re-invested  of  what  1 
had  been  divested,  and  await  the  Worshipful  Master’s 
will  and  pleasure. 

SECOND  SECTION.203 

Worshipful  Master — What  does  a Master’s  lodge  rep- 
resent ? 

Candidate — The  unfinished  sanctum  sanctorum  or 
holy  of  the  holies  204  of  King  Solomon’s  temple. 

Worshipful  Master — Did  you  ever  return  to  the 
lodge  ? 

( 1 a n didate — 1 d i d . 

Worshipful  Master — On  your  return  to  the  lodge, 
where  were  you  placed  ? 

Candidate — In  the  center;  where  1 was  caused  to 
kneel,  and  invoke  the  blessing  of  Deity. 

Worshipful  Master — After  invoking  the  blessing  of 
Deity  what  followed? 

Candidate — I arose;  and  on  my  passage  around  the 
lodge,  was  accosted  by  three205  Fellow  Crafts,  who  thrice 

Note  203. — “The  second  section  of  this  Lecture  is  of  pre-eminent 
Importance.  It  recites  the  legend,  or  historical  tradition  on  which 
the  degree  is  founded;  a legend  whose  symbolic  interpretation  testi- 
fies our  faith  in  the  resurrection  of  the  body  and  the  immortality 
of  the  soul,  while  it  exemplifies  a rare  instance  of  virtue,  fortitude 
and  integrity.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  112. 

Note  204. — “The  identity  of  the  Masonic  Institution  with  the  Ancient 
Mysteries  is  obvious  from  the  striking  coincidences  found  to  exist 
between  them.  The  latter  were  a secret  religious  worship,  and  the 
depository  of  religion,  science  and  art.’’— Pierson’s  Traditions,  page 
13. 

Note  205.— “In  all  the  mysteries  from  Egypt  to  Scandinavia  we 
find  a sacred  regard  for  the  number  three.  In  Freemasonry  the 
rumber  three  is  the  most  important  and  universal  in  its  applica- 
tive of  all  the  mystic  numbers.  Thus  we  find  it  pervading  the 
whole  ritual.  There  are  three  degrees  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry; 
ihree  principal  officers  of  a lodge;  three  supports;  three  ornaments; 
three  greater  and  three  lesser  lights;  three  movable  and  three 
immovable  jewels:  three  principal  tenets;  three  rounds  of  Jacob’s 
ladder;  three  working-tools  of  a Fellow  Craft;  three  principal  orders 
of  architecture;  three  important  human  senses;  three  ancient  Grand 
Masters;  three  recreant  Fellow  Crafts;  ar.d  indeed  so  many  in- 
stances of  the  consecration  of  the  number  that  it  would  exceed  the 
limits  of  this  volume  to  record  them.”— Mackey’s  Lexicon  Art 
Three. 
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demanded  of  me  the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason,  and  on 
being  refused,  the  first  gave  me  a blow  with  a twenty- 
four-inch  gauge  across  my  throat,  the  second  with  a 
square  across  my  breast,  the  third  with  a setting  maul 
on  my  forehead,  which  felled  me  on  the  spot. 

Worshipful  Master — Who  did  you  then  represent? 

Candidate — Our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  who 
was  slain  just  before  the  completion  of  King  Solomon's 
temple. 

Worshipful  Master — Was  his  death  premeditated? 

Candidate — It  was,  by  fifteen  Fellow  Crafts,  who,  see- 
ing the  temple  was  about  to  be  completed,  and  being  de- 
sirous of  obtaining  the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason, 
whereby  they  might  travel  in  foreign  countries,  work 
and  receive  Master’s  wages,  entered  into  a*  horrid  con- 
spiracy to  extort  them  from  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram 
Abiff,  or  take  his  life ; but,  reflecting  with  horror  on  the 
atrocity  of  their  crime,  twelve  of  them  recanted;  the 
other  three  persisted  in  their  murderous  designs. 

Worshipful  Master — What  time  was  our  Grand  Mas- 
ter, Hiram  Abiff,  slain. 

Candidate — At  high  twelve. 

Worshipful  Master — How  came  he  to  be  alone  at  that 
aour  ? 

Candidate — It  was  his  usual  practice  at  high  twelve, 
while  the  craft  were  called  from  labor  to  refreshment, 
to  enter  into  the  unfinished  sanctum  sanctorum , or  holy 
of  holies  of  the  temple,  and  there  to  offer  up  his  ad- 
dresses to  the  Deity,  and  draw  his  designs  on  the  trestle- 
ooard. 

Worshipful  Master — What  was  the  manner  of  his 
death  ? 

Candidate — The  three  Fellow  Crafts  who  persisted 
m their  murderous  designs,  knowing  this  to  be  his 
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usual  practice*  placed  themselves  at  the  south,  west 
and  east  gates  of  the  inner  courts  of  the  temple,  and 
there  awaited  his  return. 

Worshipful  Master — W hat  followed? 

Candidate — Our  Grand  Master,  Hiram,  having  fin- 
ished his  usual  exercises,  attempted  to  return  by  the 
south  gate,  where  he  was  accosted  by  J ubela,  who  thrice 
demanded  of  him  the  secrets206  of  a Master  Mason,  or 
the  Master’s  word,  and,  on  being  refused,  gave  him  a 
blow  with  a twenty-four-inch  gauge  across  his  throat  ; 
upon  which  he  fled,  and  attempted  to  pass  out  at  the 
west  gate,  where  he  was  accosted  by  Jubelo,  who  in 
like  manner  thrice  demanded  of  him  the  secrets  of  a 
Master  Mason,  or  the  Master’s  word,  and  on  his  being  re- 
fused, gave  him  a blow  with  a square  across  his  breast  ; 
upon  which  he  fled,  and  attempted  to  make  his  escape 
out  at  the  east  gate,  where  he  was  accosted  by  Jube- 
lum,  who  in  like  manner  thrice  demanded  of  him  the 
secrets  of  a Master  Mason,  or  the  Master’s  word,  and 
on  his  being  refused,  gave  him  a violent  blow  with  a 
settin£r-maul  on  his  forehead,  which  felled  him  dead  on 
the  spot. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  they  then  do  with 
the  body? 

Candidate — They  buried  it  in  the  rubbish  of  the  tem- 
ple till  low  twelve,  or  twelve  at  night,  when  they  met 


Note  206. — “Secrecy  has  a mystic,  binding,  almost  supernatural 
force,  and  unites  men  more  closely  together  than  all  other  means 
combined.  Suppose  two  men,  strangers,  traveling  in  a distant 
country,  should  by  some  accident  be  brought  together  for  a few 
brief  moments,  during  which  they  happen  to  be  the  involuntary 
witnesses  of  some  terrible  deed,  a deed  which  circumstances  demand 
shall  remain  a secret  between  them  forever.  In  all  the  wide  world 
only  these  two  men,  and  they  strangers  to  each  other,  know  the 
secret.  They  separate;  continents  and  oceans  and  many  eventful 
years  divide  them:  but  they  cannot  forget  each  other,  nor  the 
dread  mystery  which  binds  them  together  as  with  an  iron  chain. 
Neither  time  nor  distance  can  weaken  that  mighty  bond.  In  that 
they  are  forever  one.  Tt  is  not,  then,  for  any  vain  or  frivolous 
purpose  that  Masonry  appeals  to  the  principle  of  secrecy.” — Sickels'a 
Ahiman  Rezon,  page  63. 
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by  appointment  and  carried  it  a westerly  course  from 
the  temple,  to  the  brow  of  a hill,  west  of  Mount 
Moriah,  where  they  buried  it  in  a grave,  dug  due  east 
and  west,  six  feet  perpendicular,  in  the  head  of  which 
they  planted  an  acacia,207  in.  order  to  conceal  it,  and  that 
the  place  might  be  known,  should  occasion  ever  require, 
and  made  their  escape. 

Worshipful  Master — When  was  our  Grand  Master, 
Hiram  Abiff,  found  to  be  missing? 

Candidate — On  the  day  following. 

Worshipful  Master — How  was  his  absence  discovered? 

Candidate — By  there  being  no  designs  drawn  on  the 
trestle-board. 208 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — King  Solomon,  being  informed  thereof, 
supposed  him  to  be  indisposed,  and  ordered  strict  search 
to  be  made  for  him  through  the  several  apartments  of 
the  temple  and  due  inquiry  made.  Search  and  inquiry 
were  accordingly  made,  but  he  could  not  be  found. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — King  Solomon  then  fearing  that  some 
accident  had  befallen  him,  ordered  the  several  rolls  of 
the  workmen  to  be  called,  and  at  roll-call  it  was  found 
that  three  Fellow  Crafts  were  missing,  namely,  Ju- 
bela,  Jubelo  and  Jubelum,  who,  from  the  similarity 
of  their  names,  were  supposed  to  be  brothers,  and  men 
from  Tyre. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 


Note  207. — “As  it  was  unlawful  for  the  cohens  or  priests  to  pass 
over  a grave,  it  became  necessary  to  place  marks  wherever  a dead 
body  had  been  interred,  to  enable  tnem  to  avoid  it.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  acacia  was  used.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Acacia. 

Note  208. — TRESTLE-BOARD.  The  twenty-third  emblem  in  Sym- 
bolical Masonry.  It  represents  a blackboard  on  which  the  master 
workman  draws  his  designs.  It  symbolizes  that  Divine  Trestle- 
Board  on  which  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe  inscribes 
bis  directions  for  the  erection  of  a spiritual  building.  In  the  degree 
of  Master  Mason  it  is  brought  again  into  use.” — Morris’s  Dictionary, 
Art.  Trestle-Board. 
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Candidate — At  that  time  the  twelve  Fellow  Crafts, 
who  had  recanted  from  their  murderous  designs,  ap- 
peared before  King  Solomon,  clothed  in  white  gloves 
and  aprons,  in  token  of  their  innocence,  acknowledged 
their  premeditated  guilt  and  humbly  implored  his  par- 
don. 

Worshipful  Master— What  followed? 

Candidate — King  Solomon  then  ordered  them  to 
divide  themselves  into  parties,  and  travel,  three  east, 
three  west,  three  north,  and  three  south,  with  others 
whom  he  should  appoint  in  search  of  the  ruffians. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — They  traveled,  and  as  they  who  pursued 
a westerly  course,  came  down  near  the  port  of  Joppa, 
met  a seafaring  man,  of  whom  they  inquired  if  he  had 
seen  any  strangers  pass  that  way ; he  informed  them 
that  he  had,  three,  who  from  their  appearance  were 
workmen  from  the  temple,  seeking  a passage  into  Ethi- 
opia, but  not  having  King  Solomon’s  pass,  were  not 
able  to  obtain  one,  and  had  returned  back  into  the 
country. 

Worship  fid  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — They  returned  and  brought  this  intelli  - 
gence to  King  Solomon,  who  ordered  them  to  disguise 
themselves  and  travel  as  before,  with  positive  injunc- 
tions to  find  the  ruffians,  and  with  as  positive  assur- 
ance that  if  they  did  not,  the  twelve  should  be  deemed 
the  murderers  and  severally  suffer  for  the  crime  com- 
mitted. 

Worship  fid  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — They  traveled  as  before ; and  as  they 
who  had  pursued  a westerly  course,  were  returning, 
one  of  them,  being  more  weary  than  the  rest,  sat  down 
on  the  brow  of  a hill  to  rest  and  refresh  himself,  and 
on  rising  accidentally  caught  hold  of  an  acacia,  which, 
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easily  giving  wav,  excited  his  curiosity,  upon  which  he 
hailed  his  companions,  and,  upon  examination,  they 
found  it  to  be  a grave. 

j Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — At  that  time  a party  arrived  with  the 
ruffians,  and  reported  that  while  sitting  down  to  rest 
they  heard  the  following  horrid  exclamations  from  the 
clefts  of  the  adjacent  rock.  The  first  was  the  voice  of 
Jubela,  exclaiming:  “O!  that  my  throat  had  been  cut 
across,  my  tongue  torn  out  by  its  roots,  and  buried  in 
the  rough  sands  of  the  sea  at  low-water  mark,  where 
the  tide  ebbs  and  hows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours. 
[See  penalty  Entered  Apprentice’s  obligation,  page 
108],  ere  I had  been  accessory  to  the  death  of  so  good 
a man  as  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff.” 

The  second  was  the  voice  of  Jubelo,  exclaiming:  “O ! 
that  my  breast  had  been  torn  open,  my  heart  plucked 
out  and  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the  temple, 
to  be  devoured  by  the  vultures  of  the  air  [See  Appen- 
dix, Note  /],  ere  I had  consented  to  the  death  of  so 
good  a man  as  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff.” 

The  third  was  the  voice  of  Jubelum,  exclaiming 
more  horribly  than  the  rest : “It  was  I that  gave  the 
fatal  blow  ! It  was  I that  killed  him ! O ! that  my  body 
had  been  severed  in  twain,  my  bowels  taken  from 
thence  and  burned  to  ashes,  the  ashes  scattered  to  the 
four  winds  of  heaven,  that  no  more  remembrance  might 
be  had  of  so  vile  a wretch  as  I [See  Master  Mason’s 
obligation,  page  255],  ere  I had  caused  the  death  of  so 
good  a man  as  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,”  upon 
which  they  rushed  in,  seized  and  brought  them  be- 
fore King  Solomon,  who,  after  a due  confession  of 
their  guilt,  ordered  them  to  be  taken  without  the 
gates  of  the  city  and  executed  according  to  their  sev^ 
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eral  imprecations  in  the  clefts  of  the  rock.  They  were 
taken  out  a^d  executed  accordingly. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — King  Solomon  then  ordered  the  twelve 
Fellow  Crafts  to  go  in  search  of  the  body,  and,  if  found, 
to  observe  whether  the  Master’s  word  or  a key  to  it,  or 
anything  rppertaining  to  the  Master’s  degree,  was  on 
or  about  it. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  was  the  body  of  our 
Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff209  found? 

Candidate — A westerly  course  from  the  temple,  where 
our  weary  brother  sat  down  to  rest  and  refresh  him- 
self. « 

Worshipful  Master — Was  anything  appertaining  to 
the  Master’s  degree,  found  on  or  about  it  ? 

Candidate — Nothing  except  the  jewel  of  his.  office, 
by  which  his  body  was  designated. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — King  Solomon  then  ordered  them  to  go 
and  assist  in  raising  the  body;  and  it  was  agreed  be- 
tween him  and  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  that  as  the  Mas- 
ter’s word  was  then  lost,  the  first  signs  given  at  the 
grave,  and  the  first  word  spoken  after  the  body  should 
be  raifed,  should  be  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  all 
Mastei’s  lodges  until  future  generations  should  find  out 
the  right. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Note  209. — “That  he  fell  a victim  to  his  fidelity  a short  time 
before  the  completion  of  that  renowned  structure,  and  that  his 
death,  the  discovery  of  his  remains  and  their  final  disposition  were 
introduced  into  Symbolical  Masonry  to  become  constituent  portions 
of  its  legends,  are  admitted  as  facts  by  all  Masonic  historians. 
The  theory  of  the  learned  Dr.  Oliver,  that  these  facts  were  adopted 
by  King  Solomon  and  his  royal  companion  as  substitutes  for  the 
mythological  legends  then  in  use  in  the  Freemasonry  of  Phoenicia, 
Hiram  taking  the  place  of  Osiris,  and  his  death,  disappearance  and 
recovery,  those  of  parallel  traditions  in  the  Egyptian  Mysteries, 
will  be  examined  under  other  heads.’’ — Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art. 
Hiram  the  Architect. 
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Candidate — They  repaired  to  the  grave,  where  King 
Solomon  ordered  one  of  the  Fellow  Crafts  to  take  the 
body  by  the  Entered  Apprentice's  grip  and  see  if  it 
could  be  raised;  but  owing  to  the  high  state  of  putri- 
faction,  it  having  been  dead  already  fifteen  days,  the 
skin  slipped  and  it  could  not  be  raised;  he  then  re- 
quested the  King  of  Tyre  to  take  it  by  the  fellow  Craft's 
grip,  but  owing  to  the  reasons  before  given,  the  flesh, 
cleaved  from  the  bones,  and  it  could  not  be  so  raised. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed? 

Candidate — King  Solomon  then  exclaimed,  0 Lord, 
my  God ! I fear  the  Master's  word  is  forever  lost,  and 
my  worthy  brother  of  Tyre,  what  shall  we  do.  Let  us 
pray. 

Worshipful  Master — What  followed  ? 

Candidate — After  prayer  King  Solomon  took  it  by 
the  strong  grip  of  a Master  Mason,  or  lion's  paw,  and 
raised  it  on  the  five  points  of  fellowship210  which  are: 
Foot  to  foot,  knee  to  knee,  breast  to  breast,  hand  to 
back,  cheek  to  cheek  or  mouth  to  ear. 

Foot  to  foot,  that  we  will  not  hesitate  to  go  on  foot, 
and  out  of  our  way,  to  aid  and  serve  a needy  brother. 

Knee  to  knee,  that  we  will  ever  remember  a brother’s 
welfare  as  well  as  our  own,  in  all  our  addresses  to  the 
Deity. 

Breast  to  breast,  that  we  will  ever  keep  in  our 
breasts  a brother's  secret,  when  communicated  to  and 
received  by  us  as  such,  murder  and  treason  excepted. 

Hand  to  back,  that  we  will  ever  be  ready  to  stretch 
forth  our  hands  to  assist  and  support  a fallen  brother, 
and  that  we  will  vindicate  his  character  behind  his 
back,  as  well  as  before  his  face. 

Note  210. — “Among  Freemasons  five  is  more  particularly  symbolical 
of  the  five  orders  of  Architecture  and  the  five  human  senses,  but 
still  more  especially  of  the  Five  Points  of  Fellowship.”— Mackey’s 
Lexicon,  Art.  Five. 
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Cheek  to  cheek  or  mouth  to  ear,  that  we  will  ever 
caution,  and  will  give  counsel  in  the  ear  of  a brother, 
and  in  the  most  friendly  manner  remind  him  of  his 
errors,  and  aid  his  reformation,  giving  him  due  and 
timely  notice  that  he  may  ward  off  approaching  danger. 

Worshipful  Master — What  did  they  then  do  with  the 
body? 

Candidate — They  carried  it  to  the  temple,  from 
whence  they  buried  it  in  due  form. 

Worshipful  Master — How  many  times  was  the  body 
buried  ? 

Candidate — Three  times;  first,  in  the  rubbish  of  the 
temple;  second,  on  the  brow  of  a hill,  west  of  Mount 
Moriah ; and  third  and  lastly,  as  near  the  sanctum  sanc- 
torum as  the  Jewish  law  would  permit;  and  Masonic 
tradition  informs  us,  that  there  was  erected  to  his  mem- 
ory, a marble  monument,  consisting  of  a beautiful  vir- 
gin weeping  over  a broken  column,  before  her  a book 
open,  in  her  right  hand  a sprig  of  acacia,  in  her  left  an 
urn,  behind  her  stood  Time,  unfolding  and  counting  the 
ringlets  of  her  hair. 

W or shipful  Master — What  do  these  hieroglyphic  fig- 
ures denote? 

Candidate — The  beautiful  virgin  weeping  over  the 
broken  column,  denotes  the  unfinished  temple,  likewise 
the  untimely  death  of  ourGrand  Master, Hiram  Abiff  ;211 
the  book  open  before  her,  that  his  virtures  there  live 
on  perpetual  record ; the  sprig  of  acacia  in  her  right 
hand,  the  timely  discovery  of  his  body;  the  urn  in  her 

Note  211.— “We  readily  recognize  in  Hiram  Abiff  one  of  the  Grand 
Masters  of  Freemasons;  the  Osiris  of  the  Egyptians,  the  Mithras  of 
the  Persians,  the  Bacchus  of  the  Greeks,  the  Dionysius  of  the  Fra- 
ternity of  Artificers,  and  the  Mys  of  the  Phrygians,  whose  passion, 
death  and  resurrection  were  celebrated  by  these  people  respectively. 
For  many  ages  and  everywhere  Masons  have  celebrated  the  death  of 
Hiram  Abiff.” — Pierson’s  TraditJons,  page  240. 
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ieft,  that  his  ashes  were  therein  safely  deposited  to  per- 
petuate the  remembrance  of  that  amiable,  devoted  and 
excellent  craftsman;  Time  unfolding  and  counting  the 
ringlets  of  her  hair,  denotes  that  time,  patience  and 
perseverance  accomplish  all  things. 

Worshipful  Master — Have  you  any  signs  belonging 
to  This  degree  ? 

Candidate — I have;  several. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  a sign.  [Candidate 
makes  the  due-guard  sign  of  a Master  Mason.  See.  page 
258.] 

Worshipful  Master — To  what  does  that  allude? 

Candidate — To  the  position  my  hands  were  in  when 
I took  my  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  another.  [Candidate 
makes  the  sign  of  a Master  Mason.  See  page  259.] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  sign  of  a Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has  to  the  penalty  of  my  obligation; 
also  when  our  ancient  brethren  repaired  to  the  grave  of 
our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  they  found  their  hands 
involuntarily  placed  in  this  position,  or  in  this,  to  guard 
their  nostrils  from  the  deathly  effluvia  that  ascended 
there  from  the  grave. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  another.  [Candidate 
makes  the  Grand  Hailing  Sign.  See  page  290.] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  Grand  Hailing  Sign. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  that  an  allusion? 
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Candidate — It  has*;  at  the  raising  of  the  body  of  our 
Grand  blaster,  Hiram  Abiff,  our  ancient  brethren,  in 
token  of  horror  and  surprise  at  the  mangled  state  of 
the  body;  thrice  raised  their  hands  above  their  heads, 
and  exclaimed,  “0  Lord,  my  God ! I fear  the  Masters 
word  is  forever  lost;”  which  sign  the  brethren  gave 
never,  except  in  circumstances  of  the  most  imminent 
danger,  in  a just  and  legal  lodge,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
instruction. 

Worshipful  Master — Give  me  a token.  [Candidate 
takes  the  Master  by  the  pass-grip  of  a Master  Mason. 
See  page  302.] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  that? 

Candidate — The  pass-grip  of  a Master  Mason. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  it  a name? 

Candidate — It  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Will  you  give  it  me? 

Candidate — I did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  I so 
impart  it. 

Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 

Candidate — I will  letter  it  or  syllable  it. 

W or  shipful  Master — Syllable  it  and  begin. 

Candidate — Nay,  you  begin. 

Worshipful  Master — Begin  you. 

Candidate — Tu. 

Worshipful  Master — Bal. 

Candidate — Cain. 

Worshipful  Master — Tubal. 

Candidate — Tubal  Cain. 

Worshipful  Master — Pass.  Tubal  Cain.  [Candidate 
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now  gives  the  strong  grip  of  a Master  Mason,  or  lion’s 
paw.  See  page  303.] 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  it  called? 

Candidate— The  strong  grip  of  a Master  Mason,  or 
the  lion’s  paw. 

Worshipful  Master — Has  that  a name? 

Candidate — It  has. 

Worshipful  Master — Will  yon  give  it  me? 

Candidate — I cannot;  neither  can  it  be  given  except 
in  a proper  form. 

Worshipful  Master — What  is  that  proper  form? 

Candidate — On  the  five  points  of  fellowship,  and  then 
in  low  breath. 

Worshipful  Master — Advance  and  give  it.  [The 
grand  Masonic  word,  “Mah-hah-bone,”  is  duly  given,  “on 
the  five  points  of  fellowship,”  as  explained  on  page  292.] 

Worshipful  Master — The  word  is  right. 

THIRD  SECTION. 

Worshipful  Master — How  man^  grand  Masonic  pil- 
lars212 are  there? 

Candidate — Three. 

Worshipful  Master — What  are  they  called? 

Candidate — Wisdom,  Strength  and  Beauty. 

Worshipful  Master — By  whom  were  they  represented? 

Candidate — By  Solomon,  King  of  Israel;  Hiram, 

Note  212. — “In  the  British  and  other  mysteries  these  three  pillars 
represented  the  great  emblematical  Triad  of  Deity,  as  with  us  they 
refer  to  the  three  principal  officers  of  the  lodge.  It  is  a fact  that 
in  Britain  the  Adytum,  or  Lodge,  was  actually  supported  by  three 
stones,  or  pillars,  which  were  supposed  to  convey  a regenerating 
purity  to  the  aspirant  after  having  endured  the  ceremony  of  initia- 
tion in  all  its  accustomed  formalities.  The  delivery  from  between 
them  was  termed  a new  birth.” — Sickels’s  Ahiman  Rezon,  page  205. 
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King  of  Tyre;  and  Hiram  Abitf,  who  were  our  three 
first  most  excellent  Grand  Masters. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  were  they  said  to  represent 
them  ? 

Candidate — Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  represented  the 
pillar  of  wisdom  because  by  his  wisdom  he  erected  that 
stupendous  monument  of  excellence,  which  immortal- 
ized his  name;  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  represented  the 
pillar  of  strength,  because  he  supported  King  Solomon 
in  that  great  and  glorious,  undertaking;  Hiram  Abitf 
represented  the  pillar  of  beauty  because  by  his  cun- 
ning workmanship  the  temple  was  beautified  and 
adorned. 

Worshipful  Master — What  supported  that  temple? 

Candidate — It  was  supported  by  fourteen  hundred 
and  fifty-three  columns,  two  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  six  pilasters,  all  hewn  from  the  finest  Parian  mar- 
ble. 

W orshipful  Master — How  many  craftsmen  were  em- 
ployed in  the  building  of  the  temple? 

Candidate — Three  Grand  Masters-;  three  hundred 
Architects;  three  thousand  and  three  hundred  Masters, 
or  Overseers  of  the  work;  eighty  thousand  Fellow 
Crafts  in  the  mountains  and  in  the  quarries,  who  were 
enlisted  during  the  building  of  the  temple,  also  a levy 
out  of  Israel  of  thirty  thousand,  who  worked  in  the 
quarries  one  month  in  three,  besides  Entered  Appren- 
tices and  bearers  of  burdens.  These  were  all  classed 
and  arranged  in  such  a manner,  by  the  wisdom  of  Solo- 
mon, that  neither  envy,  discord  nor  confusion  were  suf- 
fered to  interrupt  that  universal  peace  and  tranquillity 
that  pervaded  the  world  at  that  important  period. 
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Third,  or  Master  Mason's  Degree. 

CLOSING  CEREMONIES. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  have 
you  anything  in  the  west  to  come  before  this  lodge  of 
Master  Masons? 

Senior  Warden  [rising  and  making  the  sign  of  Mas- 
ter Mason — See  Appendix,  Note  a] — Nothing  in  the 
west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Anything  in  the  south,  brother 
Junior  Warden? 

Junior  Warden  [rising  and  making  the  sign — See 
Appendix,  Note  a] — Nothing  in  the  south,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Secretary,  have  you 
anything  on  your  table  ? 

Secretary — Nothing,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Is  there  anything  in  the  hands 
of  any  of  the  brethren?  [Pause  and  if  no  brother  rises 
he  continues :]  If  not,  we  shall  proceed  to  close  this 
lodge. 

Worshipful  Master — (one  rap) — Brother  Junior  Dea- 
con, the  last  and  great  care  of  Masons  when  convened? 

Junior  Deacon  (rising  and  giving  the  sign) — To  see 
that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled.  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — You  will  attend  to  that  part  of 
your  duty,  and  inform  the  Tyler  that  this  lodge  is  about 
to  be  closed  and  stand  closed,  and  direct  him  to  tyle 
according! v.  [The  Junior  Deacon  gives  three  raps  on 
inside  of  door,  and  the  Tyler  outside  answers  with  three, 
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the  Junior  Deacon  one  and  the  T}der  one,  when  the 
Junior  Deacon  opens  the  door,  puts  out  his  head  and 
whispers : “This  lodge  is  about  .to  be  closed  and  stand 
closed,  and  you  are  directed  to  tyle  accordingly.”  . He 
then  closes  the  door  and  reports :] 

Junior  Deacon — The  Tyler  is  informed,  Worshipful, 
and  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

Worshipful  Master — How  tyled? 

Junior  Deacon — By  a brother  Master  Mason  without 
the  door,  armed  with  the  proper  Masonic  implement  of 
his  office. 

Worshipful  Master — His  duties  there? 

Junior  Deacon — To  keep  off  all  cowans  and  eaves- 
droppers, and  see  that  none  pass  or  repass  but  such  as 
are  duly  qualified  and  have  the  Worshipful  Master’s 
permission. 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior  War- 
den, are  you  a Master  Mason  ? 

Senior  Warden  (rising,  making  sign) — I am. 

Worshipful  Master — What  induced  you  to  become  a 
Master  Mason  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  order  that  I might  travel  in  for- 
eign countries,  work  and  receive  Master’s  wages,  the 
better  be  enabled  to  support  mvself  and  family,  and 
contribute  to  the  relief  of  worthy  destitute  Master 
Masons,  their  widows  and  orphans. 

Worshipful  Master — What  makes  you  a Master  Ma- 
son ? 

Senior  Warden — My  obligation. 

Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Master 
Mason  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of 
Masters. 
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Worshipful  Master — What  number  constitutes  a lodge 
of  Masters  ? 

Senior  Warden — Three  or  more,  consisting  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Warden’s  station  in 
the  lodge  ? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  south,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (turning  to  Junior  Warden,233 
two  raps) — Brother  Junior  Warden,  why  in  the  south 
and  your  duties  there?  [See  Appendix,  Note  b .] 

Junior  Warden  (rising  and  making  the  sign)— -As 
the  sun  in  the  south  at  high  meridian  is  the  glory  and 
beauty  of  the  day,  so  stands  the  Junior  Warden  in  the 
south,  to  call  the  craft  from  labor  to  refreshment,  and 
superintend  them  during  the  hours  thereof,  see  that 
none  convert  the  means  of  refreshment  into  intemper- 
ance or  excess ; call  them  to  labor  again,  by  order  of  the 
Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  that  he  may  have  pleas- 
ure and  they  profit  thereby. 

W or  shipful  Master — The  Senior  Warden’s  station  in 
the  lodge? 

Junior  Warden — In  the  west,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master  (turning  to  Senior  Warden)  — 
Brother  Senior  Warden,214  why  in  the  west  and  your 
duties  there?  [See  Appendix,  Note  Zn] 

Note  213. — “The  theory  of  the  Junior  Warden’s  duties  Is  to  act 
as  counselor  and  admonisher  of  the  brethren,  and  to  see  that  the 
penalties  of  Masonry  are  inflicted  upon  the  incorrigible.  He  is,  in 
brief,  the  official  prosecutor  of  the  lodge.  But  the  crowning  fea- 
ture in  the  dignity  of  Junior  Warden  lies  in  the  fact  that  he  repre- 
sents in  duties,  prerogatives  and  responsibilities,  Hiram  the  Archi- 
tect.”—Morris’s  Dictionary,  Art.  Junior  Warden. 

Note  214. — “The  theory  of  the  Senior  Warden’s  duties,  it  will  be 
seen,  is  that  of  Master’s  Lieutenant.  * * * He  is  conjoined  with 
the  Worshipful  in  communicating  the  catechetical  instructions  of 
the  ritual.  * * * But  the  crowning  feature  in  the  dignity  of 
Senior  Warden  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  he  represents  in  duties, 
prerogatives  and  responsibilities,  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre.” — Morris’s 
Dictionary,  Art.  Senior  Warden. 
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Senior  Warden — As  the  sun  in  the  west  at  the  close 
of  the  day,  so  stands  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west  to 
assist  the  Worshipful  Master  in  opening  and  closing 
his  lodge;  pay  the  craft  their  wages,  if  any  be  due;  see 
that  none  go  away  dissatisfied  if  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent, harmony  being  the  strength  and  support  of  all  in- 
stitutions, more  especially  this  of  ours. 

Worshipful  Master — The  Worshipful  Master’s  sta- 
tion in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  east,  Worshipful. 

Worshipful  Master — Why  in  the  east  and  his  duties 
there?  [See  Appendix,  Note  h .] 

Senior  Warden  (making  the  sign) — As  the  sam  rises 
in  the  east  to  open  and  govern  the  day,  so  rises  the  Wor- 
shipful Master  in  the  east  [Master  rises]  to  open  and 
govern215  his  lodge,  set  the  craft  to  work,  and  give  them 
proper  instructions. 

Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  all  rise) — Brother 

Senior  Warden,  it  is  my  order  that  this  lodge  [or 

Lodge  No. ,]  be  now  closed,  and  stand  closed,  until 

our  next  regular  communication,  unless  especially  con- 
vened. In  the  meantime  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that 
every  brother  will  demean  himself  as  a man  and  a Ma- 
son ; this  you  will  announce  to  the  Junior  Warden  in 
the  south,  and  he  to  the  brethren  around  the  lodge,  that 
they  having  due  and  timely  notice,  may  govern  them- 
selves accordingly. 

Senior  Warden — Brother  Junior  Warden,  it  is  the 
order  of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  that  this 

lodge  [or Lodge,  No. ] be  now  closed,  and 

stand  closed  until  our  next  regular  communication,  un- 
vote 215. — “Obedience  to  the  Master  and  Wardens,  duly  elected 
and  installed,  is  imperative  upon  the  membership.”— Morris’s  Dic- 
tionary, Art.  Landmarks. 
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less  especially  convened.  In  the  meantime  it  is  hoped 
and  expected  that  every  brother  will  demean  himself 
as  a man  and  a Mason;  this  you  will  announce  to  the 
brethren  around  the  lodge,  that  they,  having  due  and 
timely  notice,  may  govern  themselves  accordingly. 

Junior  Warden — Brethren,  you  have  heard  the  order 
of  the  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  as  communicated 
to  me  through  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west;  agreea- 
ble to  that  order,  so  let  it  be  done. 

Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  together  on  the  signs 
for  closing  this  lodge  of  Masters.  [All,  led  by  the  Wor- 
shipful Master,  make  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  an  En- 
tered Apprentice,  due-guard  and  sign  of  a Fellow  Craft, 
due-guard  and  sign  of  a Master  Mason,  and  the  grand 
hailing  sign.] 

W orshipful  Master — (three  raps.) 

Senior  Warden — (three  raps.) 

Junior  Warden — (three  raps.) 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  how 
should  Masons  meet? 

Senior  Warden  (touching  his  jewel,  a level) — Upon 
the  level. 

Worshipful  Master — How  act,  Brother  Junior? 

Junior  Warden  (touching  his  jewel,  a plumb) — By 
the  plumb. 

Worshipful  Master  (touching  his  jewel,  a square)  — 
And  part  upon  the  square.  [Bemoves  his  hat.]  So 
may  we  ever  meet,  act  and  part,  until  we  meet  in  that 
celestial  lodge  above,  where  the  Supreme  Architect  of 
the  Universe  presides.  [Sometimes  this  form  of  prayer 
is  used,  when  the  former  is  omitted :]  May  the  blessing 
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of  heaven  rest  upon  us  and  all  regular  Masons ! May 
brotherly  love  prevail,  and  every  moral  and  social  virtue 
cement  us  ! Amen  ! 

Brethren — So  mote  it  be. 

Worshipful  Master — I now  declare  this  lodge  [or 
Lodge,  No.  ] duly  closed. 

Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  inform 
the  Tyler.  [He  informs  the  Tyler  in  same  manner  as 
given  on  page  334.] 

Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  all  disperse) — Brother 
Senior  Deacon,  arrange  the  altar.  [The  Senior  Deacon 
closes  the  “great  lights/’  (shuts  the  Bible  and  places  ir 
with  square  and  compass  on  Secretary’s  desk)  and  re- 
moves the  “lesser  lights”  (three  candles.)  The  Senior 
Warden  lays  his  column  across  its  pedestal,  and  the 
Junior  Warden  places  his  erect  on  its  pedestal;  all  take 
off  their  aprons,  and  the  officers  their  jewels,  which  are 
usually  collected  and  locked  up  by  the  Tyler.] 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  MASTER  MASON'S 
DEGREE 


Blue  Lodge  Masonry  Called  Universal  Masonry. — Degrees 
Conferred  Differently  in  Different  Lodges  and  Countries. — 
Higher  Degrees  Invented  Because  Lower  Degrees  Sold. — Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine  Wear  About  the  Signs  of  the  Unspeakable 
Turk. — Playing  Murder  and  Resurrection. — Deaths  in  Lodge 
Rooms. — Lodge  Oaths. — Secrecy,  Obedience,  Partial  Honesty, 
Partial  Benevolence,  Partial  Chastity  and  the  Concealment  of 
Crime. — Penalties  Call  for  Murder  and  Mutilation. — The  Duty 
of  the  Lodge  Man. — The  Duty  of  the  Church. 

The  reader  who  has  waded  through  the  absurd  and 
ridiculous  and  pagan  ritual  for  the  Master's  degree 
does  not  need  to  be  told  that  it  is  in  every  essential 
particular  a repetition  of  the  first  and  second  degrees, 
which  he  has  already  studied,  and  of  which  it  was 
originally  a part.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  these 
three  degrees,  the  Entered  Apprentice,  the  Fellow 
Craft  and  the  Master  Mason  have  been  accepted  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  without  substantial  change.  That 
there  are  variations  in  the  method  of  conferring  them 
is  universally  admitted.  That  in  some  cases  they  are 
made  as  gross  and  ridiculous  as  possible ; that  in  other 
cases  they  are  made  as  decorous  and  respectable  as 
possible ; and  that  in  still  other  lodges  they  are  made 
as  terrible  as  possible  all  students  of  the  system  know. 
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A Free  Mason  who  was  familiar  with  lodges  in  Europe 
once  said  to  me  that  the  American  lodges  played  at 
Masonry.  He  said  that  in  Germany  where  he  had 
been  for  years  a Mason  it  was  not  uncommon  for 
candidates  to  faint  during  the  conferring  of  the  de- 
grees. We  all  know  that  in  some  cases,  even  in  our 
country,  persons  have  been,  by  the  attempts  to  terrify 
which  were  made,  frightened  into  actual  insanity. 

THE  SO-CALLED  HIGHER  DEGREES 

Masonry  proved  a profitable  speculation.  Men 
were  found  in  large  numbers  who  were  willing  to 
pay  for  charters  and  initiations,  and  within  a few 
years  the  Blue  Lodge  had  spread  over  the  world  as 
the  Bubonic  plague  does  now.  It  occurred  to  men, 
chiefly  in  France  and  Germany,  that  what  has  worked 
so  well  in  the  three  degrees  of  the  Blue  Lodge  would 
work  equally  well  if  there  should  be  higher  degrees, 
so  they  began  to  invent  degrees.  They  were  conferred 
in  bodies  of  various  names.  Lodge  of  Perfection,  Con- 
sistory, Lodge  of  Perfect  Intelligence,  The  Route  of 
Mizraim,  etc.,  etc.  Within  a few  years  it  is  said  by 
Masonic  historians  that  more  than  1200  Masonic  rites 
had  been  invented.  Of  course  this  creation  of  degrees 
taxed  the  ingenuity  of  the  lodge  promoters.  The  oaths 
and  ceremonies  could  not  vary  in  any  great  degree, 
and  therefore  most  of  these  additions  to  Blue  Lodge 
Masonry  died  out.  Some  of  them  continue  to  this  day. 
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Inventions  were  made  in  England  and  Scotland  as 
well,  and  we  have  now  the  Rite  of  York,  the  Scottish 
Rite,  which  are  the  principal  Masonic  bodies  known  in 
the  United  States.  In  our  own  time  we  have  seen  the 
development  of  what  is  called  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine.  It  would  be  incredible  if  the  thing  were  not 
wrought  out  before  our  eyes.  That  sane  men  in  a 
Christian  land  like  ours  should  construct  a secret 
society  like  those  having  for  its  badge  the  crescent,  the 
sign  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  the  scimitar,  which  holds 
up  the  Saracens,  shed  the  blight  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  Christian  men  and  these  same  people  who  wear 
the  crescent  and  scimitar  put  on  the  fez  and  ride  on 
camels  and  do  other  stunts  which  would  be  quite 
proper  in  a boy’s  circus,  but  which  are  not  creditable 
to  adult,  civilized  men.  That  Christian  men  and  min- 
isters should  ever  have  any  part  or  lot  in  such  a hodge- 
podge of  heathenism  and  murder  would  be  incredi- 
ble, did  we  not  know  it  to  be  true. 

A COMPREHENSIVE  VIEW 

Taking  a comprehensive  view  of  the  three  degrees 
we  find  that  the  first  degree  seems  to  deal  with  re- 
generation, the  second  enlightenment  and  the  Master 
Mason’s  with  resurrection.  Of  course  before  resur- 
rection there  must  be  death,  and  in  the  play  of  the 
Master  Mason’s  degree  the  death  is  caused  by  murder. 
After  the  candidate  has  been  killed,  he  is  buried  and 
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after  he  had  remained  a number  of  days  in  the  grave 
he  is  raised  from  the  dead  by  the  strong  grip  of  the 
lion’s  paw.  This  strong  grip  of  the  lion’s  paw  of 
course  if  it  should  be  followed  through  would  lead  us 
at  once  to  the  Savior,  but  Free  Masonry  never  fol- 
lows anything  through  to  him ; so  while  there  is  a pre- 
tense of  resurrection,  there  is  no  mention  of  the  one 
who  alone  could  raise  the  dead. 

I remember  very  well  to  have  been  speaking  to  a 
godless  man  who  was  Master  of  a lodge.  I said  to 
him  that  I did  not  understand  how  a man  like  him- 
self dared  to  pretend  that  he  could  raise  the  dead.  He 
replied:  “Well,  that  is  only  a ceremony,  and  then  I 
never  could  understand  how  you  charge  Masonry  with 
being  Christless  when  you  know  that  the  Master 
personates  Him  in  the  third  degree.’ ’ Is  not  this  un- 
speakably terrible  that  a poor,  drunken,  profane,  god- 
less man  should  dare  to  take  part  in  a play  in  which 
he  is  to  profess  power  to  raise  the  dead?  I pause  a 
moment  here  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  over 
and  again  men  have  been  taken  out  of  lodge  rooms 
dead.  Of  course  the  only  persons  present  were  sworn 
not  to  reveal  the  truth  respecting  the  manner  in  which 
they  came  to  their  deaths.  Accommodating  coroners 
have  not  pushed  the  inquiry  to  an  embarrassing  stage, 
and  therefore  such  events  have  generally  passed  with 
brief  notice  or  none  at  all.  But  the  reader  who  has 
studied  the  ritual  of  this  degree  and  who  knows  how 
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naturally  a nervous  or  excitable  man  would  struggle 
with  men  who  were  pretending  to  be  about  to  kill  him, 
can  readily  see  how  such  plays  might  easily  end  in  his 
death.  It  is  also  well  known  that  the  spanker  in  the 
Woodmen’s  lodges,  the  heated  chair  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  lodges  and  other  lodge  machinery  in  various 
orders  have  produced  the  same  result.  In  none,  how- 
ever, of  these  organizations  is  death  intended,  and 
in  none  of  them,  excepting  Free  Masonry  is  resurrec- 
tion pretended. 

THE  OATH  OF  A MASTER  MASON 

We  have  already  studied  somewhat  the  oaths  of  the 
Entered  Apprentice  and  the  Fellow  Craft.  Arson  or 
burglary  are  neither  murder  nor  treason,  and  a Mason 
who  communicates  such  secrets  to  his  brother  Mason 
has  a right  to  expect  and  require  him  to  obey  the 
oath  and  keep  his  secret.  The  most  famous  case  under 
this  clause  of  the  Masonic  oath  within  recent  years 
was  the  one  which  occurred  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
where  a Free  Mason  who  testified  truthfully  on  the 
witness  stand,  when  sworn  by  the  State,  was  excluded 
from  the  Masonic  lodge  because  he  had  received  his 
information  under  the  Masonic  oath.  The  reader 
who  goes  on  through  the  oath  will  notice  the  next 
obligation,  which  is  that  the  Mason  must  not  assist 
in  initiating  a woman,  an  old  man  in  his  dotage, 
a young  man  in  his  non-age,  an  atheist,  a madman  or 
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a fool.  Perhaps  no  objection  can  be  made  to  this 
obligation;  but  certainly  one  who  honors  woman  will 
not  be  pleasantly  impressed  by  the  fact  that  she  is 
associated  with  atheists,  madmen  and  fools  in  this 
exclusion.  Men  have  a right  to  choose  their  com- 
panions so  far  as  the  law  of  the  land  is  concerned, 
but  religiously,  men  are  bound  to  associate  with  the 
children  of  God,  and  to  abstain  from  fellowship  with 
godless  and  wicked  persons.  Such  an  exclusion  as 
we  have  here,  while  godless  and  worldly  men  may 
make  it  without  objection,  certainly  can  never  be 
Christian  in  its  character.  The  Mason  goes  on  to 
swear  that  he  will  not  strike  a Master  Mason  in  anger ; 
that  he  will  not  have  illicit  intercourse  with  certain 
female  relatives  of  Master  Masons;  that  he  will  not 
give  the  Masonic  word  except  in  lawful  form ; that  he 
will  not  give  the  hailing  sign  of  distress  except  under 
proper  circumstances.  One  who  studies  these  obli- 
gations will  find  clear  confirmation  of  the  heathenish 
character  of  the  Order.  Why  should  a Mason  be 
sworn  not  to  strike  a Mason  or  to  commit  adultery 
with  the  relative  of  a Mason,  or  to  refrain  from  teach- 
ing a Mason  or  a Masonic  lodge?  If  he  is  a decent 
man,  not  to  say  a Christian,  he  will  not  do  any  of 
these  things  without  an  obligation.  If  he  is  an  in- 
decent and  dishonorable  man,  so  that  such  obligations 
are  needful,  why  does  not  the  Order  swear  him  not 
to  commit  these  crimes?  The  fact  that  it  does  as  it 
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does,  shows  first  that  there  are  Masons  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  in  need  of  such  restraint  as  this.  And 
second,  that  the  Order  proposes  to  restrain  them  only 
so  far  as  its  own  members  are  concerned.  This  puts 
the  rest  of  the  human  race  at  the  mercy  of  such 
Masonic  libertines  and  scoundrels.  If  the  lodge  man 
says  that  these  are  simply  matters  of  form,  the  an- 
swer is  that  trifling  in  oaths  of  this  nature  is  certainly 
an  evil  thing,  and  that  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that 
Masonic  oaths  are  not  trifling,  but  serious  business. 

THE  PENALTIES  OF  THE  THREE  DEGREES 

Those  of  the  Entered  Apprentice  and  Fellow  Craft, 
we  have  considered  each  of  them,  calls  for  murder, 
the  throat  cut,  the  tongue  torn  out,  the  left  breast 
torn  open,  the  heart  and  vitals  taken  thence  and 
thrown  out  to  be  food  for  beasts  and  birds.  The  Master 
Mason’s  oath  continues  in  this  murderous  proces- 
sion : body  severed  in  two  in  the  midst,  bowels  burned 
to  ashes  and  these  ashes  scattered  on  the  four  winds 
of  heaven.  For  what?  For  committing  some  crime 
against  humanity,  or  some  offense  against  God  ? Not 
at  all.  For  failing  to  keep  sacred  a secret  society 
oath;  an  oath  which  is  administered  by  no  authority, 
religious  or  divine;  an  oath  which  is  itself  a pro- 
fanity, and  an  insult  to  God  and  man;  and  yet  an 
oath  which  has  these  terrible  sanctions. 

We  stop  a moment  in  this  connection  to  ask  this 
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question:  What  should  one  who  has  taken  one  of 

these  oaths  and  is  convinced  that  it  is  unchristian,  do 
respecting  the  matter?  The  fear  of  man,  of  course, 
would  lead  him  silently  to  withdraw.  This  is  the 
course  which  is  pursued  by  tens  of  thousands  of  Free 
Masons  who  have  no  fellowship  with  the  organiza- 
tion today.  President  Finney  said:  “To  take  such 
an  oath  as  the  Masonic,  is  a sin.  This  sin  cannot  be 
forgiven  until  it  is  confessed ; it  is  not  confessed  until 
the  oath  is  renounced.”  Whether  or  not  the  reader 
accepts  in  full  this  statement  of  that  great  man,  who 
was  himself  a Free  Mason,  and  renounced  his  oath,  as 
he  said  all  Christian  men  who  had  taken  it  should  do, 
certainly  there  is  food  here  for  most  serious  thought. 

Talking  about  morals,  talking  about  death,  talking 
about  the  resurrection,  and  yet  carefully  abstaining 
from  beginning  to  end  from  any  mention  of  the  name 
of  the  Savior  of  the  world,  makes  it  a Christless  de- 
gree. One  who  will  put  this  whole  degree  alongside 
one  of  the  epistles,  say  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians, 
and  notice  how  the  Christ  filled  man  gloried  in  His 
name,  and  repeated  it  over  and  again,  on  every  possi- 
ble occasion,  and  how  these  lodge  men  carefully  ab- 
stain from  mentioning  it,  will  see  that  it  is  the  deadly 
enemy  of  the  souls  of  men.  All  who  are  conversant 
with  the  facts  know  that  the  organizations  which  have 
copied  Masonry  are  like  it  in  this  respect. 
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And  when  these  elements  of  Satanic  mischief 
are  condensed  into  systems  they  become  “beasts”  of  the 
apocalypse,  living  forces,  antagonist  to  God’s  law,  and 
the  Gospel  which  magnifies  the  law,  by  which  men  are 
saved.  Thus  Popery  degrades  marriage,  and  provides 
for  licentiousness  by  denying  it  to  priests.  Moham- 
medanism and  Mormonism  teach  a heaven  which  is  an 
extended  brothel;  and  Masonry  does  the  same  thing, 
and  worse,  by  limiting  the  protection  of  the  seventh 
commandment  to  the  female  relatives  of  Masons  (Note 
143  and  page  254),  and  also  limits  the  protection  of  the 
whole  decalogue  to  Master  Masons  and  their  lodges, 
swearing  them  not  to  “cheat  or  wrong ” Master  Masons 
or  their  lodges.  This  virtually  repeals  the  whole  law  of 
God  as  to  Masons,  and  substitutes  lodge  law  in  its 
place;  as  a State  law  which  should  prohibit  stealing  in 
one  county  being  silent  concerning  the  rest,  would,  by 
implication,  license  stealing  in  the  counties  where  it  was 
not  forbidden. 

Thus,  as  civil  governments  are  not  Masonic,  treason 
and  rebellion  are  not  Masonic  offenses!  Even  though  a 
Mason  is  a convicted  rebel  and  traitor  in  the  civil  courts, 
his  standing  in  the  lodge,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
old  charges,  “remains  indefeasible.”  (See  note  102.) 
Thus  Special  Justice  Wm.  L.  Marcy,  appointed  to  try 
the  abductors  of  Morgan,  when  he  saw  Masonic  wit- 
nesses of  high  respectability  considered  no  law  binding 
on  them  but  that  of  the  lodge,  exclaimed  from  the 
bench,  “If  men  will  defy  heaven  and  earth,  what  can 
human  courts  do?”  As  all  just  civil  power  is  derived 
from  God  (Rom.  13 : 1)  and  rests  at  bottom  on  the  oath, 
Judge  Ma rev’s  exclamation,  that  the  lodge  “defies  heav- 
en and  earth,”  it  but  simple,  literal  truth.  For,  omit- 
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ting,  setting  aside  Christ,  and  the  true  God  revealed  in 
Him,  Masonry  sets  aside  the  ground  of  all  government, 
divine  and  human,  but  its  own.  And  while  this  is  true 
in  theory,  the  lodge  has,  in  fact,  defeated  the  judiciary 
of  States,  and  Masonic  witnesses  have  refused  to  testify 
in  courts  whenever  sufficient  motive  has  existed  for  do- 
ing so.  Indeed,  so  far  are  treason  and  rebellion  from 
being  Masonic  offenses,  it  is  a Masonic  offense  to  exe- 
cute or  kill  traitors  in  lawful  war,  if  they  are  Masons. 
And  during  the  war  of  the  slavery  rebellion,  The  Voice 
of  Masonry  (Chicago)  denounced  certain  Northern  Ma- 
sons who,  in  a charge  of  bayonets,  when  secession  sol- 
diers gave  the  Masonic  “sign  of  distress,”  answered 
“Too  late  !”  and  the  bayonet  did  its  work.  “Such  men,” 
continues  The  Voice , “only  earn  the  contempt  of  the 
world  of  Masonry.”  This  journal  was  then,  as  since, 
a leading  Masonic  journal  in  the  United  States.  The 
reason  why  the  Masonic  masses,  who  pay  the  dues, 
do  not  act  out  boldly  the  above  avowed  principles  of 
the  lodge,  is  that  they  are  in  a Christian  country,  and 
not  sufficiently  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the  system. 
Thus,  that  the  very  body  and  constitution  of  Freema- 
sonry defies  and  sets  at  naught  all  law  and  authority 
but  its  own,  is  as  clear  as  language,  and  as  certain  as 
Masonic  authority  can  make  it.  And  if  it  be  said  that 
sects  and  sectaries  favor  their  own  members  against  law 
and  justice,  that  is  a good  reason  why  such  sects  should 
be  reformed,  and  a strong  additional  reason  why  that 
sect  should  be  destroyed  whose  constitution  protects 
crime,  perverts  the  law  of  God  for  its  own  sinister  use, 
and  makes  treason  to  all  lawful  authority  justifiable  by 
loyalty  to  itself. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  lodge,  in  common  with  all  false 
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religions  on  earth,  denies,  neutralizes,  sets  aside  the  law 
of  God;  nay,  seizes  it  for  his  own  use  and  converts  it 
into  lodge  law.  Omitting  Christ,  it  omits  God,  who  is 
only  revealed  in  him ; and  thus  sets  aside  the  only  legit- 
imate foundation  of  civil  government.  And  if,  in  the 
words  of  Hooker,  “The  seat  of  law  is  the  bosom  of  God, 
and  her  voice  the  harmony  of  the  world/’  we  have  in 
this  hateful  order  the  antagonist  of  al1  law,  and  the  ex- 
tinction of  all  harmony;  for  harmony  is  as  impossible 
in  the  lodge  as  in  that  dark  world  where  the  only  re- 
straint is  what  wicked  passions  impose  on  each  other  ; 
and  which  can  only  be  kept  together  by  surrounding  it 
with  an  impassible  gulf. 

A DOUBLE-ACTING  CARICATURE  OF  CHRIST  AND  CHRIS- 
TIANITY. 

False  religions  must  resemble  the  true  in  order  to  be 
counterfeits;  and  the  most  fearful  of  all  counterfeits 
are  false  atonements  for  sin.  We  have  seen  how  Ma- 
sonry destroys  the  law,  which  is  the  frame-work  of  our 
“Father’s  house.”  We  shall  see  how  it  counterfeits  the 
Gospel. 

Eome  is  called  the  mother  of  spiritual  harlots,  be- 
cause the  elements  of  every  false  religion  on  earth  are 
found  in  her,  and  the  Eomanism  of  to-day  is  J esuitism, 
though  it  was  a maxim  of  the  Eomish  church,  Si  cum 
Jesuitis,  non  cum  Jesu  His,  “If  with  the  Jesuits,  you  go 
not  with  Jesus.”  Ignatius  was  nine  years  younger  than 
Luther;  a lofty,  gay,  ignorant  Spanish  cavalier.  His 
right  leg  was  shattered  at  Pampeluna,  May  20,  1521, 
four  years  after  Luther  nailed  his  theses  to  the  door  of 
the  great  church  at  Withtemburg.  He  was  sent  to  Loy- 
ola, the  home  of  his  ancestors;  read  there  a volume  of 
coarse,  spurious  saintship;  chose  the  Virgin  Mary  for 
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his  lady-love,  and  became  her  knight.  He  went  to  her 
altar  at  Mont  Serrat,  changed  his  splendid  costume  for 
the  rags  of  a beggar  at  the  porch;  gave  away  all  his 
money  to  the  poor;  put  on  a long  gray  robe  over  his 
rags;  tied  a thick  cord  around  his  waist,  from  which 
hung  his  jeweled  sword  and  poniard.  Thus  attired  and 
accoutred,  he  prostrated  himself  before  the  altar  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  and  swore  to  acknowledge  “no  other 
master  than  Jesus,  and  no  other  lady  or  mistress  than 
Mary  the  mother  of  God.”  He  walked  thence  on  foot  to 
Manresa ; lived  among  the  poor  and  sick  in  the  hospital ; 
went  thence  to  a neighboring  cave,  hid  by  brambles, 
and  there,  say  the  Romish  historians,  “composed,  under 
the  inspiration  of  heaven,  that  book  of  ‘Spiritual  Exer- 
cises/ ” (Hist.  Jesuits,  Baltimore,  1878.) 

Now  those  “Spiritual  Exercises”  are  nothing  but  a 
Masonic  initiation  to  saintship,  running  through  twen- 
ty-eight days,  which  were  afterward  cut  down,  for  ordi- 
nary Jesuits,  about  one-half.  Though  ignorant,  barely 
able  to  read,  he  at  once  became  eloquent  as  Balaam  the 
son  of  Bosor,  or  a Spiritualist  trance  preacher  of  the 
present  day. 

Now  we  have  only  to  suppose  that  in  his  dark  cavern, 
amid  fictitious  and  self-projected  worships,  his  inspira- 
tion came  from  Satan,  garbed  as  an  angel  of  light,  to 
account  for  the  fearful  engine  of  mischief  which,  as  Mo- 
hammed invented  his,  he  conceived  in  that  cave,  and 
named  “The  Society  of  Jesus,”  whose  constitution  re- 
verses all  that  Christ  and  his  apostles  taught,  putting 
the  darkness  of  profound  secrecy  for  their  light,  and 
the  most  abject  slavery  for  their  “perfect  law  of  liber- 
ty;” a society  which,  by  infusing  new  and  terrible  life 
into  the  decaying  forms  if  Popery,  offered  such  crafty 
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and  effectual  resistance  to  the  Reformation  which  was 
then  near  being  accepted  by  Christendom,  that  “Since 
the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  the  Reformation 
has  not  advanced  one  step  in  Europe,”  but  has  actually 
retrograded 

Nor  is  this  supposition  of  Satanic  inspiration  incon- 
sistent with  the  belief  that  Ignatius  Loyola  may  have 
been  as  perfectly  sincere  as  he  was  mistaken  in  regard- 
ing promiscuous  scattering  of  his  money  to  beggars, 
wearing  their  rags,  living  on  their  fare,  nightly  vigils, 
and  emaciating  fasts,  the  road  to  genuine  saintship  and 
favor  with  Christ;  who,  with  the  exception  of  one 
miraculous  fast,  seems  to  have  lived  the  life  of  an 
obedient,  industrious  youth.  Ignatius  made  a fetische 
of  the  death  of  Christ,  and  the  whole  Romish  apostasy 
is  bedizened  with  amulets,  and  charms,  and  false 
mediators,  every  one  of  which  is  a rival  and  competitor 
of  Christ,  and  thus  makes  the  cross  of  none  effect 
through  its  traditions.  But — 

All  the  other  false  systems  are  counterfeits,  and  cari- 
catures of  Christ  and  Christianity.  They  have  a mock 
savior,  a mock  regeneration,  and  a mock  resurrection 
from  the  dead.  “We  readily  recognize,”  say  Masonic 
writers  ( See  pages  22  and  23  of  this  volume)  “in  Hiram 
Abiff  one  of  the  Grand  Masters  of  Freemasons;  the 
Osiris  of  the  Egyptians,  the  Mythras  of  the  Persians, 
the  Bacchus  of  the  Greeks,  the  Dionysius  of  the  Fra- 
ternity of  the  Artificers,  and  the  Atys  of  the  Phrygians, 
whose  passion,  death  and  resurrection  were  celebrated 
by  these  people  respectively.”  To  these  might  be  added 
the  Tammuz  for  whom  Ezekiel  saw  women  weeping. 
These  all  are  Satan’s  counterfeits  and  caricatures  of  the 
only  way  of  salvation  for  men  by  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
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God,  imaged  first  in  the  lamb  on  Abel’s  altar,  and  set 
forth  to  the  nations  by  his  actual  crucifixion  and  death 
on  the  cross.  These  mock  victims  and  counterfeit  sav- 
iors of  the  lodge  and  of  paganism,  divorced  from  the 
holy  law  of  God,  surrounded  by  false  mysteries  and  se- 
crecy in  contempt  of  Christ’s  example;  kept  up  by  men 
and  women  reeking  with  licentiousness,  are  neither 
more  nor  less  than  Satan  poking  fun  at  the  death  of 
Christ,  by  which  God’s  law  is  “magnified,”  and  men 
saved  from  their  sins.  This  is  the  acme  of  infinite 
wickedness  and  insult  to  God,  and  of  malice  toward 
Christians  who  are  seeking  to  escape  from  Satan  to  God 
by  the  death  of  Christ;  and  yet  so  managed  that  one- 
half  of  those  who  follow  these  systems  are  infidels  and 
the  other  half  dupes.  The  caricature  acts  double. 

Then  each  of  these  horrid  systems  has  its  counterfeit 
regeneration.  From  the  mysteries  of  the  pyramids  to 
the  lodge,  or  Bondoo  in  an  African  chapparel,  every  one 
regenerates  its  dupes  bv  leading  them  through  darkness 
and  horror  to  light  and  comfort;  that  is,  they  act  over 
the  physical  animal  effects  of  repentance  and  regenera- 
tion by  the  Holy  Spirit.  No  language  could  describe 
this  mock  regeneration  clearer  than  the  Masonic  Mon- 
itors (See  notes,  28,  41,  64,  71,  77,  87,  131,  134,  137, 
159,  161,  164,  180,  208  and  212),  where  “the  Entered 
Apprentice  appears  before  the  lodge  portals  in  blindness, 
helplessness,  and  ignorance,  seeking  the  new  birth,”  and 
comes  out  a Master  Mason,  “saved  from  the  grave  of 
iniquity,  and  raised  to  the  faith  of  salvation!”  Three 
degrees  of  ceremonies  have  regenerated  him.  Tt  was  of 
such  regeneration  by  human  traditions  that  Christ  said : 
“When  he  is  made  ye  make  him  two-fold  more  the  child 
of  hell  than  yourselves.” 
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There  is  a simple,  august  sublimity  in  the  words : “The 
hour  eometh  in  the  which  all  that  are  in  their  graves 
shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  Man  and  shall  come 
forth.”  It  is  an  hour  and  event  for  which,  Paul  says, 
“The  whole  creation  waiteth,  groaning  and  travailing  in 
pain.”  There  wanted  but  this  Master  Mason’s  resur- 
rection by  a (it  may  be  drunken)  lodge  Master  and  his 
associates,  by  “the  strong  grip  of  a Master  Mason,  or 
lion’s  paw,”  of  a hale  man  entire  and  sound,  shamming 
dead,  to  exhaust  hell  itself  of  malice  and  buffoonery 
blended,  thus  caricaturing  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
by  the  “Lion  of  the  tribe  of  J udah.” 

Well  may  Satan  name  this  his  “sublime  degree.”  It 
is  the  sublimity  of  horror.  In  it  we  have  counterfeit 
crucifixion,  counterfeit  atonement,  counterfeit  regenera- 
tion, and  counterfeit  resurrection  of  the  dead,  to  make 
dupes  wrnnder  and  infidels  sneer  at  religion;  and  teach- 
ing immortality  by  a sprig  of  acacia,  as  if  Christ  had 
not  “brought  immortality  to  light.”  And  as  if  to  cer- 
tify and  seal  the  truth  of  these  words,  we  are  told  (See 
Note  164)  that  “The  ancient  mysteries,  those  truly  Ma- 
sonic institutions,  all  depended  on  one  central  legend, 
or  story  of  the  death  of  some  remarkable  person.  In 
all  of  them  there  was  a legend  of  the  violent  death  and 
subsequent  resurrection  of  some  distinguished  person- 
age.” And  the  brazen  folly  is  carried  by  Mackey  so  far 
as  to  pretend  to  find  proof  that  the  spot  where  Hiram 
Abiff  was  buried  was  Mount  Calvary,  near  Jerusalem, 
where  Christ  was  crucified  for  our  sins.  (See  Note  161.) 

This  is  the  counterfeit  of  all  counterfeits.  The  mal- 
ice of  earth  and  hell  confederate  cannot  transcend  this 
counterfeit  of  the  only  currency  of  heaven  by  which  our 
ransom  from  guilt  can  be  paid.  It  is  Satan  seeking 
to  put  an  extinguisher  on  the  world’s  last  hope,  and  di- 
vorce man  forever  from  his  God. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Fourth,  or  Mark  Master's216  Degree. 

[first  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

OPENING  CEREMONIES. 

[The  arrangement  of  the  lodge-room  is  the  same  as 
in  the  Blue  Lodge.] 

PURGING  AND  CLOTHING  THE  LODGE. 

Eight  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  all  come  to  order 
and  put  on  their  Masonic  clothing) — Brother  Senior, 
proceed  to  satisfy  yourself  that  all  present  are  Mark 
Master  Masons. 

Senior  Grand  Warden  (looking  sharply  around  the 
room,  and  seeing  only  those  he  knows  are  Mark  Mas- 
ters)— Right  Worshipful,  all  present  are  Mark  Master 
Masons.  [If  he  is  not  sure  all  are  Mark  Masters  he  an- 
swers as  follows :] 

Senior  Grand  Warden217 — Right  Worshipful,  I wish 
the  pass  might  he  given  by  the  brethren.  [The 
pass  is  then  collected  just  the  same  as  in  the  Blue  Lodge. 
See  pages  71  and  77.] 

Note  216. — “Mark  lodges  are  no  longer  independent  bodies,  but 
always  held  under  the  warrant  of  a Royal  Arch  Chapter.’’ — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  271. 

Note  217. — “These  offices  are  filled  by  officers  of  the  Chapter 
under  whose  warrant  the  Mark  Lodge  is  held,  in  the  following 
order:  The  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe  act  as  Master  and 
Warders:  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  occupy  corresponding  sta- 
tions; the  Principal  Sojourner  acts  as  Senior  Deacon;  the  Royal 
Arch  Captain,  as  Junior  Deacon;  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Third 
Veil,  as  Master  Overseer;  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil, 
as  Senior  Overseer;  the  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil,  as  Junior 
Ovprseer;  and  the  Captain  of  the  Host,  as  Master  of  Ceremonies.” 
—Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  270. 
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Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  Deacons  rise) — * 
Brother  Junior  Deacon,  what  is  the  first  great  care  of 
Masons  when  in  lodge  assembled? 

Junior  Deacon  (making  sign  of  Mark  Master) — To 
see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled,  Bight  Worshipful, 

TYLING  THE  LODGE. 

Right  WTorshipful  Master — Perform  that  duty;  in- 
form the  Tyler  that  I am  about  to  open  a lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons,  and  direct  him  to  tyle  accordingly. 
[Junior  Deacon  steps  to  the  door  and  gives  four  raps 
on  inside,  Tyler  answers  with  four  raps,  Junior  Deacon 
gives  one  and  Tvler  one  rap,  when  the  door  is  opened 
and  the  Junior  Deacon  whispers,  “The  lodge  is  about 
to  be-  opened  on  the  fourth  degree,”  when  he  turns  to 
the  east  and  reports :] 

Junior  Deacon  (making  sign  again) — The  lodge  is 
duly  tvled,  Bight  Worshipful. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — How  are  we  tyled,  brother 
Junior  Deacon? 

Junior  Deacon — By  a brother  Mark  Master  Mason 
without  the  door,  armed  with  the  proper  instrument  of 
his  office. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — What  are  his  duties  there? 

Junior  Deacon — To  keep  off  all  cowans  and  eaves- 
droppers, and  to  see  that  none  pass  or  repass  but  such 
as  are  duly  qualified  and  have  permission  from  the  Bight 
Worshipful  Master. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior 
Grand  Warden,  are  you  a Mark  Master  Mason? 

Senior  Grand  Warden  (rising) — I am;  try  me. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  be  tried? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — Bv  the  chisel  and  mallet. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Why  by  the  chisel  and 
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mallet? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — Because  they  are  the  work- 
ing tools  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a 
Mark  Master  Mason? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — In  a regular  constituted  lodge 
of  Mark  Master  Masons. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — How  many  compose  a 
lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — Eight  or  more. 

Right  Worshipful  Master - — When  composed  of  only 
eight,  who  are  they? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — The  Right  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter, Senior  and  Junior  Grand  Wardens,  Senior  and 
Junior  Deacons;  Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Overseers. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Overseer’s 
station  in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — At  the  south  gate. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (two  raps,  balance  of  sub- 
ordinate officers  rise) — Your  duties  there,  brother  Jun- 
ior Overseer? 

Junior  Overseer — To  inspect  all  materials  brought  up 
for  the  building  of  the  temple,  and  if  approved  pass 
them  on  to  the  Senior  Overseer  for  further  inspection. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — The  Senior  Overseer’s  sta- 
tion in  the  lodge? 

Junior  Overseer — At  the  west  gate. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (turning  to  Senior  Over- 
seer)— Your  duties  there,  brother  Senior  Overseer. 

Senior  Overseer — To  inspect  all  materials  brought  up 
for  the  building  of  the  temple,  and  if  approved  pass 
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them  on  the  Master  Overseer/218  for  final  inspection. 

Right  W orshipful  Master — The  Master  Overseer’s  sta- 
tion in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Overseer — At  the  east  gate. 

Right  Worship  fid  Master  (turning  to  Master  Over- 
seer)— Amur  duties  there,  brother  Master  Overseer? 

Master  Overseer — To  inspect  all  materials  brought  up 
for  the  building  of  the  temple,  and  if  approved  to  re- 
ceive them;  if  not,  to  call  a council  of  my  brother 
Overseers. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Deacon’s  place 
in  the  lodge? 

Master  Overseer — On  the  right  of  the  Senior  Grand 
Warden  in  the  west. 

Right  W orshipful  Master  (turning  to  Junior  Deacon) 

• — Your  duties  there,  brother  Junior  Deacon. 

Junior  Deacon — To  carry  messages  from  the  Senior 
Grand  Warden  in  the  west  to  the  Junior  Grand  War- 
den in  the  south,  and  elsewhere  about  the  lodge  as  he 
may  direct,  and  to  see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled. 

Right  W orshipful  Master — The  Senior  Deacon’s  place 
in  the  lodge? 

Junior  Deacon — On  the  right  of  the  Eight  Worship- 
ful Master  in  the  east. 

Right  W orshipful  Master  (turning  to  Senior  Deacon) 
—Your  duties  there,  brother  Senior  Deacon? 

Senior  Deacon — To  carry  orders  from  the  Eight  WTor- 

Note  218. — “As  illustrative  of  the  Fellow  Craft’s  degree,  it  is 
particularly  directed  to  the  inculcation  of  order,  regularity  and 
discipline.  It  teaches  us  that  we  should  discharge  all  the  duties 
of  our  several  stations  with  precision  and  punctuality;  that  the 
work  of  our  hands  and  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts  should  be  good 
and  true — not  unfinished  and  imperfect — not  sinful  and  defective— 
but  such  as  the  Great  Overseer  and  Judge  of  heaven  and  earth  will 
see  fit  to  approve  as  a worthy  oblation  from  his  creatures.”— 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  268. 
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shipful  Master  in  the  east  to  the  Senior  Grand  Warden 
in  the  west,  and  elsewhere  about  the  lodge  as  he  may 
direct;  to  welcome  and  accommodate  visiting  brethren, 
and  to  receive  and  conduct  candidates. 

Right  W orshipfid  Master — The  Secretary’s  station 
in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Deacon — On  the  left  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east. 

Right  W orship  fed  Master  (turning  to  Secretary)  — 
Your  duties  there,  brother  Secretary? 

Secretary — To  record  the  doings  of  the  lodge,  collect 
all  money,  pay  it  over  to  the  treasurer,  and  keep  a true 
and  correct  account  of  the  same. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — The  Treasurer’s  place  in 
the  lodge? 

Secretary — On  the  right  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east. 

Right  W orshipfid  Master  (turning  to  Treasurer) — • 
Your  duties  there,  brother  Treasurer? 

Treasurer — To  receive  all  money  from  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary,  to  keep  a true  and  correct  account  of  the 
same,  and  pay  it  out  by  order  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Master,  with  the  consent  of  the  brethren. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — The  Junior  Grand  War- 
den’s place  in  the  lodge? 

Treasurer — In  the  south. 

Right  W orshipfid  Master  (turning  to  Junior  Grand 
Warden) — Why  in  the  south,  brother  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  and  your  duties  there? 

Junior  Grand  Warden — As  the  sun  in  the  south  at 
its  meridian  height  is  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  day, 
eo  stands  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  the  south,  the 
better  to  observe  the  time,  to  call  the  craft  from  labor 
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to  refreshment,  to  superintend  them  during  the  hours 
thereof,  and  see  that  they  do  not  convert  the  purposes 
of  refreshment  to  intemperance  and  excess,  and  to  call 
them  on  again  in  due  season,  that  the  Right  Worship- 
ful Master  may  have  pleasure  and  the  craft  profit 
thereby. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — The  Senior  Grand  War- 
den’s station219  in  the  lodge  ? 

Junior  Grand  Warden — In  the  west. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (turning  to  Senior  Grand 
Warden) — Why  in  the  west,  brother  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  and  your  duties  there? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — As  the  sun  is  in  the  west  at 
the  close  of  the  day,  so  is  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  in 
the  west,  to  assist  the  Right  Worshipful  Master  in 
opening  and  closing  his  lodge,  to  pay  the  craft  their 
wages  if  any  be  due,  and  see  that  none  go  away  dis- 
satisfied ; harmony  being  the  strength  and  support  of 
all  institutions,  more  especially  of  ours. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — The  Right  Worshipful 
Master’s  station  in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — In  the  east. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Why  in  the  east,  brother 
Senior  Grand  Warden,  and  his  duties  there? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — As  the  sun  rises  in  the  east 
to  open  and  govern  the  day,  so  rises  the  Right  Wor- 
shipful Master  [Master  rises]  in  the  east  to  open  and 
govern  his  lodge,  to  set  the  craft  to  work,  and  give  them 
proper  instruction. 

Note  219. — “This  section  explains  the  manner  of  opening  the  lodge. 
It  also  teaches  the  stations  and  duties  of  the  officers,  and  the 
preparation  and  introduction  of  candidates.  It  exemplifies  the  reg- 
ularity and  good  order  that  were  observed  by  the  craftsmen  at  the 
building  of  the  temple;  illustrates  the  method  by  which  the  idle 
and  unworthy  were  detected  and  punished,  and  displays  one  of  the 
principal  events  which  characterizes  this  degree.” — Sickels’s  Monitor, 
Part  2,  page  5. 
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Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  it  is  my  will  and  pleasure  that  this  lodge  of 
Mark  Master  Masons  be  now  opened  for  the  dispatch  of 
such  business  as  may  regularly  come  before  it,  under 
the  usual  Masonic  restrictions.  Communicate  this  or- 
der to  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  the  south,  and  he 
to  the  craft  for  their  government. 

Senior  Grand  Warden — Brother  Junior  Grand  War- 
den, it  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Bight  Worship- 
ful Master  in  the  east,  that  this  lodge  of  Mark  Master 
Masons  he  now  opened  for  the  dispatch  of  such  business 
as  may  regularly  come  before  it,  under  the  usual  Ma- 
sonic restrictions.  Communicate  this  order  to  the  craft 
for  their  government. 

Junior  Grand  Warden  (three  raps,  calling  up  the 
lodge) — Brethren,  it  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
Bight  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  communicated  to 
me  by  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  the  west,  that  this 
lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  be  now  opened  for  the 
dispatch  of  such  business  as  may  regularly  come  before 
it,  under  the  usual  Masonic  restrictions.  Take  notice 
thereof  and  govern  yourselves  accordingly.  [In  some 
lodges  the  Junior  Warden  adds:  “Look  to  the  east.”] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Together,  brethren.  [All 
' face  to  the  east,  and,  led  by  the  Master,  make  the  due- 
guard  and  sign  of  an  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft 
and  Master  Mason,  as  explained  on  pages  258-260 ; then 
the  due-guard  and  signs  of  the  Mark  Master’s  degree, 
as  follows :] 
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DUE  GUARD,  OR  SIGN  OF  SMITING 
OFF  RIGHT  EAR. 

Third  and  fourth  fingers  of  right 
hand  closed;  thumb  and  first  and 
second  fingers  extended;  position  of 
carrying  the  keystone;  then  bring 
right  hand  up  to  right  ear  and  move 
it  back  and  forth  as  if  brushing 
back  a lock  of  hair,  ear  passing  be- 
tween thumb  and  finger  each  time. 
[See  cut.]  This  refers  to  the  pen- 
alty of  having  right  ear  smote  off, 


Due-Guard  Mark  Master. 


SIGN  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping 
right  hand  and  arm  to  a horizontal  po- 
sition, extended  in  front  on  a line  with 
the  hips,  and  at  same  time  raise  left 
hand  about  the  height  of  your  chin, 
and  bring  it  down  edgewise  on  right 
wrist,  as  if  to  chop  off  right  hand. 
This  refers  to  last  part  of  penalty  of 
the  obligation  of  this  degree. 


Sign,  Mark  Master. 
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GRAND  HAILING  SIGN  OF  DISTRESS 

OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Close  third  and  fourth  fingers  of 
right  hand,  extending  the  thumb 
and  first  and  second  fingers,  which 
is  the  position  in  which  the  key- 
stone is  to  be  held  and  carried  by 
the  candidate. 


IIEAYE  OVER,  OR  PRINCIPAL  SIGN  OF  A 
MARK  MASTER. 

With  a vigorous  slap  place  back  of 
right  hand  in  palm  of  left , both  being  flat 
ana  held  down  near  right  hip,  then  swing 
them  together  over  to  left  shoulder,  palms 
toward  the  shoulder,  as  if  to  throw  some- 
thing over  that  shoulder.  [See  cut.]  This 
sign  refers  to  the  rejection  of  the  keystone 
in  this  degree. 

Principal  Sign. 


Distress,  Mark  Master. 
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SIGN  OF  RECEIVING  WAGES. 

Extend  right  hand  and  arm 

horizontally  in  front,  third  and 
fourth  fingers  closed  and  the 
thumb  and  two  first  fingers 
extended  and  spread,  as  shown 
in  cut.  This  alludes  to  the  po- 
sition in  which  Mark  Masters 
are  taught  to  hold  their  hands 
in  order  to  receive  wages. 


Right  W orshipful  Master — (four  raps.)  * 

Senior  Grand  Warden — (four  raps.) 

. Junior  Grand  Warden — (four  raps.) 

OPENING  CHARGE.220 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (removing  his  hat  and  read- 
ing)— “Wherefore,  brethren,  lay  aside  all  malice,  and 
guile,  and  hypocrisies,  and  envies,  and  all  evil  speak- 
ings. 

“If  so  be  ye  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious ; to 
whom  coming,  as  unto  a living  stone,  disallowed  indeed 
of  men,  but  chosen  of  God,  and  precious;  ye  also  as 

Note  220. — “The  passages  are  taken,  with  slight  but  necessary 
modifications,  from  the  2d  chapter  of  the  First  Epistle  of  Peter 
and  the  28th  chapter  of  Isaiah.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  272. 
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living  stones,  be  ye  built  up  a spiritual  house,  an  holy 
priesthood,  to  offer  up  sacrifices  acceptable  to  God. 

“Wherefore,  also,  it  is  contained  in  the  Scripture,221 
Behold  I lay  in  Zion,  for  a foundation,  a tried  stone, 
a precious  corner-stone,  a sure  foundation;  he  that  be- 
lieveth  shall  not  make  haste  to  pass  it  over.  Unto  you, 
therefore,  which  believe,  it  is  an  honor;  and  even  to 
them  which  be  disobedient,  the  stone  which  the  build- 
ers disallowed,  the  same  is  made  the  head  of  the  corner. 

“Brethren,  this  is  the.  will  of  God,  that,  with  well- 
doing, ye  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish  men. 
As  free,  and  not  using  your  liberty  for  a cloak  of  ma- 
liciousness, but  as  the  servants  of  God.  Honor  all 
men;  love  the  brotherhood;  fear  God.” — Mackey's  Rit- 
ualist, page  271. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — In  the  name 
of  God  and  Hiram  Abiff222  I declare  this  lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons  open  in  form. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon, 
inform  the  Tyler.  [The  Junior  Deacon  informs  the 
Tyler  in  same  manner  as  explained  on  page  356,  when 
he  turns  to  the  east  and  reports:] 

Junior  Deacon — That  duty  is  performed,  Right  Wor- 
shipful Master. 

[As  all  the  business  of  the  Chapter,  except  initiation 
in  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  degree,  is  done  in  the 
Royal  Arch  degree,  if  there  is  in  waiting  a Master  Ma- 
son who  has  been  duly  elected  to  this  degree,  and  passed 
examination  on  the  lecture  of  the  third  degree,  initia- 
tion, or  “work,”  is  next  in  order.  See  next  chapter.] 

Note  221.  “The  passages  of  Scripture  here  selected  are  peculiarly 
appropriate  to  this  degree.  The  repeated  references  to  the  ‘living 
stone,  to  the  ‘tried  stone,’  the  ‘precious  corner-stone,’  and  more 
especially  to  ‘the  stone  which  the  builders  disallowed,’  are  intended 
to  impress  the  mind  not  only  with  the  essential  ceremonies  of  the 
degree,  but  also  with  its  most  important  and  significant  symbol.” — • 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  272. 

Note  222.— “Lodges  of  Mark  Masters  are  dedicated  to  Hiram  the 
builder.  —Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  271. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


Fourth,  or  Mark  Master’s  Degree. 

[first  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

INITIATION. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senioi 
Deacon,  yon  will  retire  and  see  what  work  there  is  in 
waiting.  [Senior  Deacon  retires  to  the  ante-room, 
finds  there  a candidate,  returns  and  reports :] 

Senior  Deacon — I find  in  waiting  brother  , a 

Master  Mason,  to  be  advanced  to  the  honorary  223  degree 
of  a Mark  Master. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master  (rising) — Brethren,  brother 

is  in  the  ante-room,  waiting  to  he  advanced224  to 

the  honorary  degree  of  Mark  Master.  He  has  been 
balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  You  have  heard  his  ex- 
amination [in  lecture  of  third  degree],  and  if  there  are 
no  objections  we  shall  proceed  to  confer  the  degree  upon 
him.  [Pauses  for  any  to  object.] 

Flight  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  and  Jun- 
ior Deacons,  you  will  see  that  the  candidate  is  prepared 
and  presented.  [They  enter  the  ante-room,  invite  the 
candidate  into  the  preparation-room,  when  he  is  re- 
quested to  take  off  his  coat  and  roll  up  his  shirt-sleeves 
to  the  shoulders.  The  two  Deacons  also  strip  off  their 
coats  and  roll  up  their  sleeves  in  the  same  manner, 

Note  223. — “A  candidate  receiving  this  degree  is  said  to  be  ‘ad- 
vanced’ to  the  honorary  degree  of  a Mark  Master.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  271. 

Note  224. — “The  design  of  all  Masonry  is  the  search  after  TRUTH, 
and  every  one  who  seeks  to  discover  it  shall  receive  his  reward  in 
the  attainment.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  294. 
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when  they  each  take  a block  of  marble,  or  painted 
wood,  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a brick,  and  hand  the 
candidate  one  of  about  the  same  size,  in  the  shape  of  a 
keystone,  weighing  twelve  or  fifteen  pounds,  on  one 
side  of  which  are  engraved  in  a circle  the  initials  H.  T. 
W.  S.  S.  T.  K.  S.  The  block  taken  by  the  Senior  Dea- 
con has  a square  engraved  on  it,  and  the  Junior  Dea- 
con’s has  a plumb  engraved  on  it.  The  candidate  is 
told  that  he  must  carry  this  keystone  between  his 
thumb  and  first  two  fingers,  the  other  fingers  be- 
ing closed,  the  stone  to  hang  by  his  side.  (See  cuts.) 


CRAFTSMAN  FROM  THE  QUARRIES. 


Candidate.  Junior  Deacon.  Senior  Deacon. 

They  now  start  for  the  door,  led  by  the  Senior  Deacon, 
the  Junior  Deacon  about  three  feet  behind  him,  and 
the  Candidate  three  feet  behind  the  Junior  Deacon.  As 
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the  blocks  carried  by  the  Deacons  weigh  not  over  half 
as  much  as  the  keystone,  being  usually  of  wood,  they  car- 
ry them  easily,  but  the  candidate  finds  his  task  far  from 
easy.  They  enter  the  lodge  room  without  ceremony, 
one  rap  by  the  Master  calling  up  the  Overseers,  and  pa^s 
around  the  room  four  times.  Each  Overseer  as  they 
pass  his  station  each  time  says  to  them,  “Carry  your 
work  plum.”  When  they  some  to  the  station  of  the 
Junior  Overseer  the  fourth  time  they  halt.] 

Senior  Deacon — (in  front  of  Junior  Overseer;  two 
raps,  pause,  then  two  raps  on  the  floor  with  his  heel.) 

Junior  Oversee* — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Craftsmen  from  the  quarries,  with 
work  for  inspection. 

Junior  Overseer — Present  it.  [The  Senior  Deacon 
presents  his  little  block  of  imitation  stone.] 

Junior  Overseer — (examining  it  and  trying  it  with  a 
square.)  This  is  good  work,  true  work,  square  work;225 
just  such  work  as  is  wanted  for  the  building  of  the 
temple;  pass  on.  [He  passes  on  a few  steps,  when  the 
Junior  Deacon  stamps  on  the  floor  presents  his  block, 
and  the  Junior  Overseer  says  the  same  to  him,  when 
he  passes  on  a couple  of  steps,  and  candidate  comes 
up.] 

Candidate — (prompted  by  Junior  Deacon;  two  raps 
• — two  raps  on  the  fkior  with  his*  heel.) 

Junior  Overseer — Who.  comes  here? 

Candidate  (prompted) — A craftsman  from  the  quar- 
ries bringing  you  work.226 

Note  225. — “Nothing  but  good  work,  true  work,  square  work,  is 
wanted  for  the  building,  and  must  have  the  mark  of  the  craft  upon 
it.’’ — Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  6. 

Note  226. — “The  degree  of  Mark  Master,  which  is  the  fourth  in 
the  Masonic  series,  is,  historically  considered,  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, since  we  are  informed  that  by  its  influence  each  opera- 
tive mason  at  the  building  of  King  Solomon’s  temple  was  known 
and  distinguished,  and  the  disorder  and  confusion  which  might 
otherwise  have  attended  so  immense  an  undertaking  was  completely 
prevented,  and  not  only  the  craftsmen  themselves,  but  every  part 
of  their  workmanship,  was  discriminated  with  the  greatest  nicety 
and  utmost  facility.’’— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  267. 
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-Junior  Overseer — Present  it.  [Candidate  presents  it, 
when  the  Junior  Overseer  tries  it  with  the  square.] 

J unior  Overseer — Is  this  jour  work  ? 

Candidate — It  is  not. 

Junior  Overseer — How  came  you  by  it? 

Candidate — I found  it  in  the  quarries. 

Junior  Overseer — Are  you  a Fellow  Craft?227 

Candidate — I am;  try  me. 

Junior  Overseer — Give  me  the  pass.  • 

Candidate — I did  not  so  receive  it,  neither  will  I so 
impart  it. 

Junior  Overseer — How  will  you  dispose  of  it? 

Candidate — I will  letter  or  syllable  it. 

Junior  Overseer— Syllable  it  and  begin. 

Candidate — Begin  you. 

Junior  Overseer — Nay,  you  must  begin. 

Candidate — Bo. 

Junior  Overseer — Shib. 

Ca  n didate — Leth . 

Junior  Overseer — Shibbo. 

Candidate — Shibboleth.  [In  some  lodges  the  word  is 

given  in  full  at  once.] 

Junior  Overseer  (again  examining  the  keystone)  — 
This  is  a curious  piece  of  work;  it  is  neither  oblong  nor 
square.  Square  work228  only  is  such  as  is  wanted  for 

Note  227. — “The  first  or  higher  class  worked  in  the  quarries  in 
finishing  the  stones,  or  as  we  may  say  in  our  lectures,  ‘in  hewing 
squaring  and  numbering  them;  and  that  each  one  might  be  enabled 
to  designate  his  own  work,  he  was  in  possession  of  a mark  which 
he  placed  upon  the  stones  prepared  by  him.  Hence  this  class  of 
Fellow  Crafts  were  called  Mark  Masters,  and  received  their  pay 
from  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  whom  some  suppose  to  have  been 
Adoniram,  the  brother-in-law  of  Hiram  Abiff,  and  the  first  of  the 
Provosts  and  Judges.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  269. 

Note  228. — “Here  the  initiate  is  informed  of  the  proper  materials 
necessary  in  the  construction  of  the  temple;  the  place  whence  they 
were  obtained,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  inspected,  ap- 
proved^ j?r__rej93cted.”— Sickejs’s  Monitor,  part  2,  page  €. 
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the  building  of  the  temple.  Neither  has  it  the  mark  of 
any  of  the  craft  thereon;  but,  owing  to  its  singular 
form  and  beauty,  I feel  unwilling  to  reject  it,  and  shall 
therefore  suffer  it  to  pass  to  the  Senior  Overseer  at  the 
west  gate  for  further  inspection.  [All  pass  on  to  the 
Senior  Overseer.] 

Senior  Deacon  (in  front  of  Senior  Overseer;  two 
raps— two  raps  on  floor  with  his  heel.) 

Senior  Overseer— Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Craftsmen  from  the  quarries  with 
work  for  inspection. 

Senior  Overseer — Present  it.  [Deacons  in  turn  pre- 
sent their  “work.”] 

Senior  Overseer  (examining  block) — This  is  good 
work,  true  work,  square  work;  just  such  work  as  is 
wanted  for  the  building  of  the  temple.  Pass  on.  [They 
pass  on  in  turn,  and  the  candidate  stamps  on  the  floor 
four  times  in  couplets,  and  is  answered, “Who  comes 
here?”  when  he  answers  and  presents  the  keystone  for 
inspection  as  before.] 

Senior  Overseer  (examining  it  and  trying  it  with  the 
square) — Is  this  your  work? 

Candidate — It  is  not. 

Senior  Overseer — How  came  }rou  by  it? 

Candidate — I found  it  in  the  quarries. 

Senior  Overseer — Are  you  a Fellow  Craft? 

Candidate — I am;  try  me. 

Senior  Overseer — Give  me  the  pass.  [Candidate  gives 
it  same  as  to  Junior  Overseer.] 

Senior  Overseer — This  is  a curious  piece  of  work;  it 
is  neither  oblong  nor  'square.  Square  work  only  is  such 
as  is  wanted  for  the.  building  of  the  temple.  Neither 
has  it  the  mark  of  any  of  the  craft  thereon;  but,  ow- 
ing to  its  singular  form  and  beauty,  I feel  unwilling  to 
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reject  it,  and  shall  therefore  suffer  it  to  pass  to  the  Mas- 
ter Overseer  at  the  east  gate  for  final  inspection.  [All 
pass  on  to  the  Master  Overseer.] 

Senior  Deacon  (in  front  of  Master  Overseer;  two 
raps — two  raps  on  floor  with  his  heel.) 

Master  Overseer — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Craftsmen  from  the  quarries,  with 
work  for  inspection. 

Master  Overseer — Present  it.  [Deacons  in  turn  pre- 
sent their  little  blocks.] 

Master  Overseer  (examining  “work,” — This  is  good 
work,229  true  work,  square  work;  just  such  work  as 
we  have  orders  to  receive ; you  are  are  entitled  to  your 
wages.  Pass  on.  [The  Deacons  in  turn  pass  on,  when 
the  candidate  presents  the  keystone.] 

Master  Overseer  (looking  angry) — Is  this  your  work? 

Candidate — It  is  not. 

Master  Overseer — How  came  you  by  it? 

Candidate — I found230  it  in  the  quarries. 

Master  Overseer — Are  you  a Fellow  Craft?231 

Candidate — I am;  try  me. 

Master  Overseer — Give  me  the  pass. 

Candidate — Shibboleth. 

Master  Overseer — This  is  a curious  piece  of  work;  it 
is  neither  oblong  nor  square.  Square  work  only  is  such 


Note  229.— “The  true  Mark  Master  is  a type  of  that  man  men- 
tioned in  the  sacred  parable,  who  received  from  his  Master  this 
approving  language:  ‘Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant;  thou 

hast  been  faithful  over  a few  things,  I will  make  thee  ruler  over 
many  things;  enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  thy  Lord.' ’’—Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  268. 

Note  230.— “He  who,  like  the  youthful  craftsmen  in  the  quarries, 
has  made  one  discovery  in  Masonic  science,  is  of  more  benefit  as  a 
member  to  the  fraternity  than  he  who,  after  long  years,  has  learned 
nothing  more  than  his  ritual,  just  as  the  keystone  was  of  infinitely 
more  value  than  many  ordinary  blocks  of  stone.”— Mackey’s  Ritual- 
ist, page  294. 

Note  231. — “We  learn  from  the  traditions  of  Freemasonry  that 
the  order  of  Mark  Masters  at  the  temple  of  Solomon  was  selected 
from  the  great  body  of  the  Fellow  Crafts.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  269. 
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as  we  have  orders  to  receive.  Neither  has  it  the  mark232 
of  any  of  the  craft  thereon.  Stand  aside. 

Master  Overseer — (stamps  on  floor  four  times,  when 
the  Senior  and  Junior  Overseers  repair  to  his  station.) 

Master  Overseer — Brother  Junior  Overseer,  did  you 
suffer  this  piece  of  work  to  pass  your  inspection? 

Junior  Overseer — I did,  and  observed  to  the  young 
Craftsman  at  the  time  that  it  was  neither  oblong  nor 
square;  that  square  work  only  was  such  as  was  wanted 
for  the  building  of  the  temple.  Neither  had  it  the 
mark233  of  any  of  the  craft ; but,  owing  to  its  singular 
form  and  beauty,  I felt  unwilling  to  reject  it,  and  should 
therefore  suffer  it  to  pass  to  the  Senior  Overseer  at  the 
west  gate  for  further  inspection. 

Senior  Overseer — And  I for  the  same  reason  suffered 
it  to  pass  to  the  east  gate  for  final  inspection. 

Master  Overseer — Why,  brethren,  you  see  the  stone 
is  neither  oblong  nor  square;  square234  work  only  is 
such  as  we  have  orders  to  receive;  neither  has  it  the' 
mark235  of  any  of  the  craft  thereon.  Do  you  know  this 

Note  232. — “Oliver  says  that,  at  the  building  of  the  temple,  certain 
men  were  employed  to  mark  the  materials  as  they  came  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  workmen,  that  no  false  mark  might  be  placed  upon 
an  imperfect  stone,  and  to  enable  them  to  be  put  together  with 
greater  facility  and  precision,  when  conveyed  from  the  quarries- 
to  the  holy  mountain  of  Moriah.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  276. 

Note  233. — “Each  workman  placed  his  own  mark  upon  his  own 
materials,  so  that  the  workmanship  of  every  mason  might  be  readily 
distinguished,  and  praise  or  blame  be  justly  awarded.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  277. 

Note  234. — “The  work  of  all  the  materials  brought  up  for  the 
building  of  the  temple  was  required  to  be  good,  true  and  square, 
and  such  only,  our  traditions  inform  us,  were  the  overseers  author- 
ized to  receive.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  275. 

Note  235. — “These  marks,  according  to  the  lectures,  consisted  of 
mathematical  figures,  squares,  angles,  lines  and  perpendiculars,  and 
hence  any  figure  of  a different  kind  would  not  be  deemed  ‘the 
regular  mark  of  the  craft.’  ’’—Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  277. 
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mark?  [Points  to  the  letters  H.  T.  W.  S. 
S.  T.  K.  S.  engraved  on  the  keystone.] 
Junior  Overseer — 1 do  not. 

Senior  Overseer — Nor  I. 

Master  Overseer — Neither  do  I.  What 


shall  we  do  with  it? 

Junior  Overseer — Let  us  heave  it  over  among  the  rub- 
bish. 

Senior  and  Master  Overseers — Agreed.  [The  Senior 
and  Master  Overseers  take  hold  of  the  keystone  togeth- 
er, swing  it  back  and  forth  between  them  four  times, 
the  fourth  time  heaving  it  over  the  left  shoulder  of  the 
Master  Overseer,  when  the  Senior  Overseer  catches  it 
and  throws  it  aside.  The  heave  over  sign  alludes  to 
this  heaving  away  of  the  keystone.  See  page  363. 
The  heaving  away  of  the  keystone  is  in  most  lodges  the 
signal  for  confusion,  members  rising  and  shuffling 
around  the  room.] 

Biqht  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  calling  to  order)! 
— What  is  the  cause  of  this  disturbance  among  the 


workmen  ? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — It  is  the  sixth  hour  of  the 
sixth236  day  of  the  week,  and  the  craft  are  impatient  to 
receive  their  wages.  [In  other  lodges  the  heaving  away 
of  the  keystone  is  the  signal  for  the  Right  Worshipful 
to  inquire:] 


Note  236. — “They  were  paid  weekly,  at  the  sixth  hour  of  the  sixth 
day  of  the  week,  that  is  to  say,  on  Friday  at  noon.  And  this  hour 
appears  to  have  been  chosen  because,  as  we  are  taught  In  the  third 
degree,  at  noon  or  high  twelve  the  craft  were  always  called  from 
labor  to  refreshment,  and  hence  the  payment  of  wages  at  that  hour 
would  not  interfere  with  or  retard  the  progress  of  the  work.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  269. 
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Bight  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  how  goes  the  hour? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — The  sixth237  hour  of  the  sixth 
day  of  the  week. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — This  is  the  day  and  the 
holir  when  the  craftsmen  should  report  to  the  apart- 
ment of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  to  receive  their 
wages.  You  will  give  your  orders  accordingly. 

Junior  Grand  Warden  (three  raps,  all  rise)- — Crafts- 
men, you  will  assemble  and  report  with  me  to  the 
apartments  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  to  receive  your 
wages.238 

Marshal — Brethren,  form  in  procession  on  the  north 
side  of  the  lodge,  single  file,  facing  the  east.  [They 
form  as  ordered,  candidate  at  the  west  end  of  the  line, 
Senior  Deacon  next,  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  front  of 
the  line,  when  they  march  around  the  lodge-room,  of 
course  following  the  course  of  the  sun,  singing  as  they 
march,  the  following:] 

MARK  MASTER’S  SONG. 

Tune — “America.” 

“Mark  Masters,  all  appear 
Before  the  Chief  O’erseer, 

In  concert  move; 

Let  him  your  work  inspect, 

For  the  Chief  Architect, 

If  there  be  no  defect, 

He  will  approve. 

Note  237. — “The  sixth  day  was  accordingly  Friday,  and  hence  IS 
o’clock,  noon,  on  Friday,  is  the  time  designated  by  ‘the  sixth  hour 
of  the  sixth  day  of  the  week.’  The  labors  of  the  week  were  then 
concluded,  and  the  rest  of  the  time,  to  sunset,  or  the  twelfth  hour, 
was  probably  occupied  in  paying  cff  the  workmen.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  277. 

Note  238. — “The  lodge  is  the  Mason’s  vineyard;  his  labor  is  study, 
and  his  wages  are  truth.  The  youngest  brother  may,  therefore, 
labor  more  earnestly  than  the  oldest,  and  thus  receive  more  light 
in  Masonry  as  the  reward  of  his  earnest  work.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  293. 
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“You  who  have  passed  the  square, 

For  your  rewards  prepare, 

Join  heart  and  hand; 

Each  with  his  mark  in  view, 

March  with  the  just  and  true, 

Wages  to  you  are  due, 

At  your  command. 

“Hiram,  the  widow’s  son, 

Sent  unto  Solomon 
Our  great  keystone; 

On  it  appears  the  name 
Which  raises  high  the  fame 
Uf  all  to  whom  the  same 
Is  truly  known. 

“Now  to  the  westward  move. 

Where,  full  of  strength  and  love, 

Hiram  doth  stand; 

But  if  imposters  are 
Mixed  with  the  worthy  there, 

Caution  them  to  beware 
Of  the  right  hand. 

“Now  to  the  praise  of  those 
Who  triumphed  o’er  the  fees 
Of  Masons’  arts; 

To  the  praiseworthy  three 
Who  founded  this  degree, 

May  all  their  virtues  be 
Deep  in  our  hearts.’’ 

—Mackey’s  Ritualist,  pages  288-290. 

[As  they  finish  the  second  circuit  of  the  lodge  and 
the  second  verse,  the  head  of  the  procession  being  at 
the  station  of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  they  stop,  and 
in  turn  receive  their  wages,  by  thrusting  their  hands 
through  a lattice  window,  behind  which  the  Senior 
Grand  Warden  stands.  They  each  hold  their  fingers  as 
explained  page-364,  in  “sign  of  receiving  wages,” 
thumb  and  two  first  fingers  extended,  third  and  fourth 
fingers  closed,  when  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  gives 
each  a penny  in  turn,  and  thev  pass  on.  When  candi- 
date thrusts  in  his  hand  he  holds  his  fingers  naturally, 
hand  open.] 

Senior  Grand  Warden  (grabbing  his  hand  and  pull- 
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The  Penalty  of  an  Imposter,  Mark  Master’s  Degree. 

ing  his  whole  arm  in) — An  imposter!239  An  imposter! 
Strike  off  his  hand  ! [A  member,  sword  in  hand,  rushes 
up  to  obey  the  order.  See  cut.] 

Senior  Deacon — Hold!  He  is  no  imposter.  He  is  a 
young  craftsman  of  my  acquaintance,  for  whom  I can 
vouch. 

Senior  Grand  Warden — If  you. can  vouch  for  him 
you  have  my  permission  to  take  him  to  the  Right  Wor- 
shipful Master  for  his  decision. 

Junior  Grand  Warden  (one  rap,  seating  all  but  Senior 
Deacon  and  candidate.) 

Senior  Deacon  (in  front  of  Master) — Right  Worship- 
ful Master,  this  young  craftsman  of  my  acquaintance 
has  been  detected  as  an  imposter  at  the  apartment  of  the 
Senior  Grand  Warden,  in  demanding  wages  not  his  due. 

Note  239. — “An  important  lesson  is  here  allegorically  taught,  which 
may  be  communicated  in  the  sublime  language  of  brother  Albert 
Pike : 

“Be  careful,  my  brother,  that  thou  receive  no  wages,  here  or 
elsewhere,  that  are  not  thy  due.  For  if  thou  dost,  thou  wrongest 
some  one,  by  taking  that  which  in  God’s  chancery  belongs  to  him; 
and  whether  that  which  thou  takest  thus,  be  wealth,  or  rank,  or 
influence,  or  reputation.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  278. 


INITIATION. 


377 


Bight  Worshipful  Master  (sternly) — I am  astonished 
that  a young  craftsman  of  your  general  good  appear- 
ance should  have  been  detected  in  demanding  wages 
when  there  was  none  your  due.  The  penalty  of  an 
imposter,  when  detected,  is  to  have  his  right  hand 
struck  off;  and  this  penalty  must  be  inflicted  unless 
you  can  give  me  a sufficient  reason  why  it  should  be 
remitted.  Are  you  a Fellow  Craft? 

Candidate — I am;  try  me. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — How  will  you  be  tried? 

Candidate — By  the  square. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — Why  by  the  square? 

Candidate — Because  it  is  an  embelm  of  morality  and 
one  of  the  working  tools  of  my  profession. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — What  is  a square? 

Candidate — An  angle  of  ninety  degrees,  or  the  fourth 
part  of  a circle. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — Where  were  you  made  a 
Fellow  Craft? 

Candidate — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of  Fellow 
Crafts. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — Give  me  the  pass. 

C a n di  d a t e — S hihholeth. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — Have  you  ever  been  taught 
how  to  receive  wages? 

Candidate — I have  not. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — This  serves  in  a measure 
to  mitigate  your  offense,  and  I will  remit  the  penalty; 
but  it  is  my  order  that  }rou  receive  a severe  reprimand, 
and  then  on  the  first  hour  of  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
when  the  craftsmen  repair  to  the  quarries  to  resume 
their  labors,  you  go  with  them,  and,  if  found  worthy, 
after  exhibiting  specimens  of  your  skill  in  the  preceding 
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degrees,  you  shall  be  taught  how  to  receive  wages  in  a 
proper  manner,  and  never  again  suffer  under  the  impu- 
tation of  being  an  imposter. 

REPRIMAND. 

Senior  Deacon  (sternly) — Young  craftsman,  I have 
no  doubt  that  you  have  been  intentionally  imposing 
upon  the  craft,  first  by  bringing  up  work  which  was 
not  fit  for  use,  and  secondly  by  repairing  with  the  rest 
of  the  craft  to  receive  wages  when  there  was  not  one 
farthing  due  you.  Your  work  was  not  approved,  and 
therefore  you  were  not  entitled  to  any  wages.  Had  it 
not  been  for  my  timely  interference  you  would  have 
lost  your  right  hand,  if  not  your  life.  Let  this  be  a 
striking  lesson240  to  yon,  never  to  attempt  to  impose 
upon  the  craft  again.  Come  with  me.  [He  conducts 
him  to  a seat,  and  says,  “Be  seated.”] 

PLAYING  SABBATH. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  all  ris^)  — 
Brethren,  the  sixth  clay  of  the  week  has  drawn  to  a 
close;  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  has  paid  the  faithful 
craft  their  wages,  and  this  present  moment  represents 
the  Jewish  Sabbath. 

“In  six  days  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth, 
and  rested  upon  the  seventh  day;  the  seventh,  there- 
fore, our  ancient  brethren  consecrated  as  a day  of  rest 
from  their  labors,  thereby  enjoying  frequent  opportuni- 
ties to  contemplate  the  glorious  works  of  creation,  and 
to  adore  their  great  Creator. 

•‘Another  six  days’  work  is  done, 

Another  Sabbath  is  begun; 

Return,  my  soul!  enjoy  thy  rest. 

Improve  the  day  thy  God  hath  blessed.” 

Sickels’s  Monitor,  part  2,  page  7. 

Note  240. — ‘‘The  first  section  exemplifies  the  regularity  and  good 
order  that  were  observed  by  the  craftsmen  at  the  building  of  the 
temple,  illustrates  the  method  by  which  the  idle  and  unworthy  were 
detected  and  punished,  and  displays  the  legend  which  recounts  one 
of  the  principal  events  which  characterizes  this  degree.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  273. 
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Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Junior 
Grand  Warden,  how  goes  the  hour? 

Junior  Grand  Warden — The  first  hour  of  the  first 
day  of  the  week. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — This  is  the  day  and  the 
hour  when  the  craftsmen  should  repair  to  the  quarries 
and  resume  their  labor.  You  will  give  your  orders  ac- 
cordingly. 

Junior  Grand  Warden  (three  raps) — Craftsmen,  you 
will  repair  to  the  quarries  and  resume  your  labor.  [The 
Deacons,  with  candidate,  repair  to  the  preparation-room 
to  prepare  the  candidate.]  r 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — The  lodge  will 
he  at  ease  until  the  sound  of  the  gavel  in  the  east. 
[The  Senior  Grand  Warden  lays  his  column,  which  was 
erect,  across  its  pedestal,  and  the  Junior  Grand  Warden 
places  his  erect  on  its  pedestal,  as  he  has  charge  of  the 
craft  when  “called  off,”  and  at  the  order  of  the  Master 
calls  them  on  again.] 


PREPARATION  OF  CANDIDATE. 

The  Deacons  strip  the  candidate 
to  his  shirt  and  drawers,  bare  both 
breasts,  fasten  a hoodwink  securely 
over  his  eyes,  and  put  a cable-tow 
four  times  around  his  body.  The 
Senior  Deacon  then  enters  lodge 
room,  when  the  lodge  is  called  on. 


Preparation,  Mark 
Master’s  Degree. 
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SECTION  SECOND. 

Junior  Deacon — (with  candidate;  four  raps  in  coup- 
lets, 00 — 00,  on  door.) 

Senior  Deacon — Eight  Worshipful  Master,  there  is 
an  alarm  at  the  door  of  the  preparation-room. 

Eight  Worshipful  Master — Attend  to  the  alarm. 

Senior  Deacon  (four  raps  on  door  in  couplets) — Who 
comes  here  ? 

Junior  Deacon  (opening  door) — A brother,  who  has 
been  regularly  initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice, 
passed  to  the  degree  of  a Fellow  Craft,  raised  to  the 
sublime  degree  of  a Master  Mason,  and  now  wishes  to 
receive  further  light  in  Masonry  by  being  advanced241 
to  the  honorary  degree  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  it  of  your  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord? 

Candidate — It  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  worthy  and  well  qualified? 

Junior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Is  he  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Junior  Deacon — He  is. 

Senior  Deacon — Has  he  wrought  in  the  quarries  and 
exhibited  suitable  specimens  of  his  skill  in  the  preceding 
degrees  ? 

Junior  Deacon — He  has. 

Senior  Deacon — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  does 
he  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

Junior  Deacon — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Senior  Deacon — Has  he  the  pass  ? 

Junior  Deacon — He  has  it  not;  I have  it  for  him. 

Note  241. — “So,  then,  let  us  all  labor  in  the  vineyard  and  the 
quarry — in  the  lodge  and  in  the  study — so  that,  being  called  ^as 
initiates  to  seek  Masonic  truth,  we  also  may  be  chosen  to  find  ►v”'— 1 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  294. 
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Senior  Deacon — Give  me  the  pass. 

Junion  Deacon  (whispers  in  his  ear) — Joppa. 

Senior  Deacon — The  pass  is  right.  Let  him  wait 
with  patience  until  the  Right  Worshipful  Master  is  in- 
formed of  his  request  and  his  answer  returned. 

Senior  Deacon  (in  front  of  Master,  four  raps  in  coup- 
lets with  heel,  on  floor.) 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — Brother , who  has  been  regu- 

larly initiated  [etc.,  same  as  before ; and  the  next  seven 
questions  and  answers  are  same  as  at  the  door.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Since  he  comes  endowed 
with  all  these  essential  qualifications  it  is  my  will  and 
pleasure  that  he  enter  this  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Ma- 
sons, and  that  you  receive  him  in  due  and  ancient  form. 
[Senior  Deacon  goes  back  to  the  door.] 

Senior  Deacon  (opening  door) — It  is  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Master  that  the 
brother  enter  this  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons. 
[Junior  Deacon  enters  with  candidate  and  stops  a few 
feet  inside.] 


RITE  OF  INDUCTION. 

Senior  Deacon  (holding  mallet  and  chisel  in  his 
hands) — My  brother,  it  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
Right  Worshipful  Master  that  I receive  you  into  this 
lodge  of  Mark  Master  Mason  in  due  and  ancient  form.  I 
receive  you  on  the  edge  of  the  indenting  chisel242  at  your 
naked  left  breast,  and  under  the  pressure  of  the  mallet, 
which  is  to  teach  you  that  the  moral  precepts  contained 

Note  242. — “The  symbolic  allusion  of  the  Indenting  Chisel  and 
the  Mallet  is  one  of  the  first  things  to  which  the  attention  of  th# 
candidate  is  directed.’’— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  279. 
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in  this  degree  should  make  a deep  and  lasting  impress 
sion  upon  your  after  life  and  conduct.  [Gives  the  chisel 
a smart  rap  with  the  mallet,  but  does  not  let  it  injure 
the  candidate.  In  some  lodges  much  pains  is  taken  to 
scare  the  candidate,  who  is  told  that  he  will  carry  the 
mark  of  the  chisel  to  his  grave.] 


RITE  OF  CIRCUMAMBULATION. 

The  Senior  Deacon  conducts  the  candidate  four  times 
around  the  lodge,  following  the  course  of  the  sun,  and 
as  they  pass  around  the  first  time  the  Master  reads: 

“The  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is  become  the 
head  stone  of  the  corner.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  279. 

As  they  pass  the  stations  of  the  Junior  and  Senior 
Grand  Wardens  and  Master  each  gives  one  rap. 

While  passing  around  the  second  time  the  Master 
reads : 

“Did  ye  never  read  in  the  Scriptures,  the  stone  which 
the  builders  rejected243  is  become  the  head  of  the  cor- 
ner?— Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  279. 

The  officers  named,  beginning  with  the  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  gives  two  raps  as  their  stations  are  passed  the 
second  time,  three  raps  the  third  time,  and  four  raps 
the  fourth  time. 

As  they  are  passing  around  the  third  time  the  Mastei 
reads : 


Note  243. — ‘‘Although  our  motives  may  sometimes  be  misinterpreted 
by  our  erring  fellow  mortals,  our  attainments  be  underrated,  and 
our  reputations  be  traduced  by  the  envious  and  malicious;  there 
is  One,  at  least,  who  sees  not  with  the  eyes  of  man,  but  may  yet 
make  that  stone  which  the  builders  rejected  the  head  of  the  corner. 
The  intimate  connection  , then,  between  the  second  and  fourth 
degrees  of  Masonry  is  this:  that  while  one  inculcates  the  necessary 

~“^rcise  cf  all  the  duties  of  life,  the  other  teaches  the  importance 
of  performing  them  with  systematic  regularity.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  268. 
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'‘And  have  you  not  read  this  Scripture,  the  stone 
which  the  builders*  rejected  is  become  the  head  of  the 
corner? — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  280. 

As  they  pass  around  the  fourth  time  the  Master 
reads : 

“What  is  this,  then,  that  is  written,  the  stone  which 
the  builders  rejected  is  become  the  head  of  the  corner?” 
— Mackey's  Ritualist , page  280. 

Senior  Deacon — (In  front  of  Junior  Grand  Warden, 
four  raps  in  couplets.) 

Junior  Grand  Warden — Who  comes  here?  [Answer 
and  next  seven  questions  and  answers  same  as  at  the 
door.] 

Junior  Grand  Warden  (after  questions  are  all  an- 
swered)— Conduct  the  brother  to  the  Right  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east  for  final  examination  and  instruction. 

Senior  Deacon — (In  front  of  Master,  four  raps  on 
floor  in  couplets.) 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Who  comes  here?  [Same 
answer  as  at  the  door,  and  next  seven  questions  and 
answers  same  as  at  the  door.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (after  questions  are  an- 
swered)— Reconduct  the  brother  to  the  Senior  Grand 
Warden  in  the  west,  with  my  order  that  he  teach  him 
how  to  approach  the  east,  by  four  upright  regular  steps, 
his  feet  forming  the  right  angle  of  a perfect  square,  his 
body  erect  at  the  altar  before  the  Right  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east. 

Senior  Deacon — Brother  Senior  Grand  Warden,  it  is 
the  order  of  the  Right  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east 
that  you  teach  this  brother  to  approach  the  east,  advanc- 
ing by  four  upright  regular  steps,  his  feet  forming  the 
right  angle  of  a perfect  square,  his  body  erect  at  the 
altar  before  the  Right  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 
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Senior  Grand  Warden — You  will  see  that  the  Right 
Worshipful  Master’s  orders  are  obeyed. 

Senior  Deacon  (to  candidate) — You  will  face  to  the 
east ; step  off  with  the  left  foot  as  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice; with  your  right  foot  as  a Fellow  Craft;  with  your 
left  foot  as  a Master  Mason.  Take  one  additional  step 
with  your  right  foot,  bringing  the  heel  of  the  left  to 
the  toe  of  the  right  foot,  and  forming  the  right  angle 
of  a perfect  square.  Stand  erect!  [Orders  are  obeyed 
as  given.] 

Senior  Deacon  (facing  to  the  east) — Your  orders 
have  been  obeyed,  Right  Worshipful. 

Eight  W or  shipful  Master — My  brother,  you  are  again 
before  the  altar  of  Masonry,  where  you  are  about  to 
take  the  solemn  obligation  of  a Mark  Master  Mason, 
which  I am  free  to  inform  you,  contains  nothing  which 
can  conflict  with  the  duties  you  owe  to  your  God,  your 
country,  your  neighbor,  or  yourself.  With  this  assur- 
ance on  my  part,  are  you  willing  to  take  such  an  obliga- 
tion as  all  Mark  Master  Masons  have  taken  before  you  ? 

Candidate — I am. 

Eight  W or  shipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon, 
place  the  brother  in  due  form  to  be  made  a Mark  Master 
Mason. 

Senior  Deacon — Advance ! Kneel  on  both  knees,  your 
body  erect,  both  hands  resting  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square 
and  compass.  [Assists  him.] 

Senior  Deacon — The  brother  is  in  due  form,  Right 
Worshipful. 

RITE  OF  SECRECY,  OR  OBLIGATION  MARK  MASTER’S 

DEGREE. 

Eight  Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  brethren  rise) 
— You  will  repeat  your  name,  and  say  after  me: 

T, , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in 

presence  of  Almighty  God  and  this  right  worshinful 
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lodge,  erected  to  Him  and  dedicated  to  Hiram  Abiff,  do 
hereby  and  hereon,  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise 
and  swear,  as  I have  heretofore  done,  that  I will  not  com- 
municate the  secrets  belonging  to  this  degree  to  any 
one  of  an  inferior  degree,  nor  to  any  person  or  persons 
whomsoever,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful  brother 
Mark  Master  Mason,  or  in  a regular  constituted  lodge 
of  Mark  Master  Masons,  nor  unto  him  or  them,  until  by 
strict  trial,  due  examination  or  legal  information,  I 
shall  have  found  him  or  them  as  lawfully  entitled  to 
the  same  as  I am  myself. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear  that  I will  stand 
to  and  abide  by  all  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  a 
Mark  Master  Mason’s  lodge,  so  far  as  they  shall  come 
to  my  knowledge. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  answer 
and  obey  all  due  signs  and  summonses  sent  me  from  a 
lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons,  or  handed  me  by  a 
brother  of  this  degree,  if  within  the  length  of  my  cable- 
tow. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  receive  a 
brother  Mark  Master  Mason’s  mark  when  offered  me  as 
a pledge,214  and  will  grant  him  his  request,245  if  in  my 


Note  244. — “A  mark  thus  presented,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a favor,  is  said  to  be  pledged;  though  remaining  in  the  posses-  • 
sion  of  the  owner,  it  ceases,  for  any  actual  purposes  of  advantage, 
to  be  his  property  ; nor  can  it  be  again  used  by  him,  until,  either 
by  the  return  of  the  favor,  or  the  consent  of  the  benefactor,  it  has 
been  redeemed.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  281, 

Note  245. — ‘‘This  mark  is  not  a mere  ornamental  appendage  of 
the  degree,  but  is  a sacred  token  of  the  rites  of  friendship  and 
brotherly  love,  and  its  presentation  at  any  time  by  the  owner,  to 
another  Mark  Master,  would  claim,  from  the  latter,  certain  acts  of 
friendship  which  are  of  solemn  obligation  among  the  fraternity.” — - 
Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  281. 
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power;  if  not,  I will  return  him  his  mark  with  the 
price  thereof,  which  is  a Jewish  half  shekel  of  silver 
equal  in  value  to  the  fourth  part  of  a dollar. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  al- 
ter or  change248  my  mark  after  I have  once  chosen  it, 
and  it  has  been  recorded  in  the  book  of  marks. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not 
loan  or  sell  my  mark,  nor  offer  it  in  pledge247  a second 
time,  until  I shall  have  redeemed  it  from  its  former 
pledge. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not 
cheat,  wrong,  or  defraud  a lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons, 
or  a brother  of  this  degree,  out  of  the  amount  of  a day’s 
wages,  which  is  one  penny. 

All  this  I most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation, 
or  secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever,  binding  myself 
under  no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  right  ear 
smote  off  and  my  right  hand  struck  off,  as  the  penalty 
of  an  imposter,  should  I ever  violate  this  my  Mark 
Master  Mason’s  obligation. 

So  help  me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due 
performance  of  the  same. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — In  token  of  your  sincerity 
of  purpose  in  these  solemn  engagements,  you  will  kiss 

Note  246. — “It  is  not  requisite  that  the  device  or  mark  should 
be  of  a strictly  Masonic  character,  although  Masonic  emblems  are 
frequently  selected  in  preference  to  other  subjects.  As  soon  as 
adopted  it  should  be  drawn  or  described  in  a book  kept  by  the 
chapter  for  that  purpose,  and  it  is  then  said  to  be  ‘recorded  in  the 
Book  of  Marks,’  after  which  time  it  can  never  be  changed  by  the 
possessor  for  any  other,  or  altered  in  the  slightest  degree,  but 
remains  as  his  ‘mark’  to  the  day  of  his  death.” — Mackey’s  Ritual- 
ist, page  280. 

Note  247. — “It  is  a positive  law  of  the  Order  that  no  Mark- 
Master  shall  pledge  his  mark  a second  time  until  he  has  redeemed 
it  from  its  previous  pledge.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  281. 
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the  Holy  Bible,  now  open  before  yon.  [Candidate  kisses 
the  Bible.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon, 
onr  brother  being  now  bound  to  us  by  a covenant  which 
cannot  be  broken,  you  will  release  him  from  his  cable- 
tow.  [Senior  Deacon  takes  off  the  cable-tow  and  hood- 
wink.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (having  stepped  back  a few 
feet) — My  brother,  you  now  discover  me  approaching 
you  from  the  east  under  the  due-guard  [makes  it]  and 
sign  [makes  it]  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

This  is  the  due-guard  [makes  it  again],  and  alludes  to 
the  penalty  of  your  obligation.  It  has  a further  allu- 
sion, to  a certain  text  in  Scripture:  “he  that  hath  an 
ear  to  hear  let  him  hear.”  This  is  the  sign  [makes  it 
again],  and  alludes  to  the  additional  portion  of  the  pen- 
alty of  your  obligation.  On  entering  a lodge  of  Mark 
Master  Masons,  or  retiring  therefrom,  you  will  salute 
the  Right  Worshipful  Master  with  this  due-guard  and 
sign. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing  and  extending 
his  hand) — In  token  of  my  brotherly  love  and  friend- 
ship, I present  you  with  my  right  hand,  and  with  it  the 
pass,  token  of  the  pass,  grip  and  word  of  a Mark  Mas- 
ter Mason.  This  is  the  pass  grip  [Master  makes  it,  as 
follows :] 

PASS  GRIP  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Right  hands 
grasped,  as  if  to 
pull  a person  up 
a steep  bank, 
thumbs  touching 
at  ends.  See  cut. 


Pass  Grip  of  a Mark  Master. 
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Bight  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — Its  name  [of 
pass]  is  Joppa,  and  alludes  to  the  ancient  coast  of  Jop- 
pa, where  much  of  the  materials  for  the  building  of 
King  Solomon’s  temple  were  landed  when  brought 
down  from  Mount  Lebanon.  Masonic  tradition  informs 
us  that  the  sea  coast248  at  that  place  was  so  nearly  per- 
pendicular that  it  was  difficult  for  the  workmen  to  as- 
cend without  assistance  from  above,  which  was  offered 
them  by  this  strong  grip  given  by  guards  stationed 
there  for  that  purpose;  since  which  time  it  has  been 
adopted  as  a pass  to  gain  admission  into  all  regular  and 
well-governed  lodges  of  Mark  Master  Masons. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — This  is  the 
grip  of  a Mark  Master  Mason  [Master  makes  it,  as  fol- 
lows :] 

REAL  GRIP  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Little  fingers 
locked,  others  closed, 
points  of  thumbs 
together,  as  shown 
in  cut. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — Its  name  [of 
word ] is  Siroc , or  Mark  Well , and  alludes  to  a certain 
text  of  Scripture : “Then  he  brought  me  back  the  way 
of  the  gate  of  the  outward  sanctuary,  which  looketh 
toward  the  east,  and  it  was  shut.  And  the  Lord  said 
unto  me,  Son  of  man,  mark  well  and  behold  with  thine 
eyes  and  hear  with  thine  ears  all  that  I say  unto  thee, 

Note  248. — “There  can,  therefore,  be  no  doubt  of  the  steepness 
of  the  shore  of  Joppa,  and  of  the  difficulty  and  danger  to  which 
the  workmen  who  navigated  the  floats  from  Tyre  must  have  been 
exposed  in  landing  ; and  the  authorities  that  we  have  quoted  won- 
derfully confirm  the  probabilitv  of  the  tradition  on  the  subject 
contained  in  the  Mark  Master’s  degree.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
285. 


Real  Grip  of  a Mark  Master. 
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concerning  all  the  ordinances  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  all  the  laws  thereof;  and  mark  well  the  entering 
in  of  the  house  with  every  going  forth  of  the  sanctu- 
ary.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  285 . 

Right  Worshipful  Master — My  brother,  before  you 
arise  from  this  sacred  altar,  I desire  to  call  your  atten- 
tion to  one  of  the  ties  of  your  obligation.  You  have 
just  solemnly  sworn  that  you  will  receive  a brother 
Mark  Master  Mason’s  mark  when  offered  you  as  a 
pledge,  and  will  grant  him  his  request,  if  in  your  power ; 
if  not,  that  you  will  return  him  his  mark,  with  the 
price24  9 thereof,  which  is  a Jewish  half  shekel  of  silver, 
equivalent  to  the  fourth  part  of  a dollar.  I now  re- 
quest of  you  the  loan  of  five  dollars  [or  one  dollar,  or 
more],  for  which  I offer  you  my  mark  [hands  candidate 
his  mark,  a small  metal  keystone]  as  a pledge.  You 
have  sworn  that  you  would  receive  a brother’s  mark; 
you  couldn’t  refuse  to  take  my  mark  [candidate  takes 
it].. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Will  you  grant  me  my 
request  ? 

Candidate — (Fumbles  about  his  clothes  and  declares 
his  inability.) 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Will  you  return  me  my 
mark,  that  I may  apply  to  some  other  brother?  [Can- 
didate offers  to  return  it.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — You  have  sworn  that  you 
would  return  a brother’s  mark250  with  the  price  thereof, 

Note  249. — “The  value  of  a mark  is  said  to  be  a Jewish  half 
shekel  of  silver,  or  twenty-five  cents  in  the  currency  of  this  coun- 
try.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  282. 

Note  250. — “The  Keystone  of  a Mark  Master  is,  therefore,  the 
symbol  of  a fraternal  covenant  among  those  who  are  engaged  in 
the  common  search  after  Divine  Truth.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page 
288. 
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which  is  a half  shekel251  of  silver,  equal  in  value  to  the 
fourth  part  of  a dollar.  You  must  return  my  mark 
with  its  price. 

Senior  Deacon — Eight  Worshipful  Master,  the  broth- 
er cannot  comply  with  that  part  of  his  obligation  which 
binds  him  to  return  a brother’s  mark  with  the  price 
thereof;  he  is  entirely  destitute. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Is  it  possible,  my  brother, 
that  you  are  here  assuming  such  solemn  obligations,  and 
even  before  you  leave  the  altar  are  so  unfortunate  as  to 
be  compelled  to  violate  them?  Examine  yourself  care- 
fully, and  see  if  you  cannot  find  about  you,  by  some 
chance,  so  small  a sum  as  the  price  of  my  mark.  Do 
you  find  yourself  entirely  destitute? 

Candidate — I do. 

Right  W orshipful  Master — Search  again  brother,  turn 
your  pockets  inside  out  and  see  if  you  are  really  destitute. 
[Candidate  again  searches  and  in  some  cases  finds  a sil- 
ver quarter  which  the  Senior  Deacon  had  slyly  slipped 
into  his  pocket.  When  this  is  not  done,  the  Master 
says,]  Brethren,  you  see  before  you  a brother  Mark 
Master  Mason,  who  is  so  entirely  destitute  that  he  is  un- 
able to  comply  with  that  part  of  his  obligation  which 
requires  him  to  return  a brother’s  mark,  with  the  price 
thereof.  Who  will  assist  him? 

Members  (in  concert) — I will. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — My  brother,  this  enables 
you  to  return  my  mark,  with  its  price.  This  demand 
is  made  of  you  at  this  time,  while  on  your  bended  knees 
at  the  altar,  to  impress  upon  your  mind  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  that  you  should  never  hastily  reject 
the  application  of  a worthy  brother,  especially  when 
accompanied  by  so  sacred  a pledge  as  his  mark,  but 
grant  him  his  request  if  in  your  power;  if  not,  return 

Note  251. — “The  consecration  of  the  Jewish  half  shekel  of 
silver  to  so  holy  a purpose  as  the  support  of  the  sanctuary  and  the 
temple  is  undoubtedly  the  reason  why  it  has  been  adopted  in 
Masonry  as' the  value  of  the  mark.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  283. 
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him  his  mark  with  the  price  thereof,  which  will  enable 
him  to  procure  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  Arise. 
[Candidate  rises,  the  Master  resumes  his  station  in  the 
east,  and  confusion  follows,  members  walking  about  the 
lodge-room  and  making  much  noise.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  calling  to  order) 
-^Brother  Senior  Grand  Warden,  what  is  the  cause  of 
this  confusion  among  the  workmen?  Why  are  not  the 
craft  at  labor,  as  usual  ? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — Right  Worshipful  Master, 
the  temple  is  nearly  completed,  but  the  craft  are  at  a 
stand  for  the  want  of  a keystone  belonging  to  one  of 
the  principal  arches,  which  no  one  has  received  orders 
to  make. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — That  piece  of  work  was 
assigned  to  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  and  from 
his  well-known  punctuality  I have  confidence  to  believe 
that  it  was  completed  according  to  its  original  design 
previous  to  his  death.  Brother  Overseers,  you  will  re- 
port to  the  east.  [Master,  Senior  and  Junior  Overseers 
hurry  to  the  station  of  the  Right  Worshipful.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Has  a piece  of  work  bear- 
ing this  mark  been  presented  to  you  for  inspection? 
[O  verseers  consult  together  about  it.] 

Master  Overseer — Right  Worshipful  Master,  on  re- 
flection we  find  there  has  been,  but  it  being  neither  ob- 
long nor  square,  square  work  only  being  such  as  we 
had  orders  to  receive,  and  not  having  the  mark  of  any 
of  the  craft  thereon,  and  we  not  knowing  that  which 
was  upon  it,  were  unanimous  in  concluding  it  unfit  for 
use,  and  hove  it  over  among  the  rubbish. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — This  is  truly  unfortunate, 
for  no  less  depends  on  that  stone  than  the  completion 
of  the  temple ; you  will  therefore  make  strict  search 
through  the  apartments  of  the  temple  and  among  the 
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rubbish  to  see  if  it  can  be  found.  [Members  shuffle 
about  the  room  a few  minutes,  when  one  of  them  finds 
and  brings  along  the  keystone  which  the  candidate  had 
brought  from  the  preparation-room,  or  in  lodge  lan- 
guage, the  “quarries.”] 

Master  Overseer  (having  taken  the  keystone) — Strict 
search  has  been  made  and  the  keystone  found. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (taking  stone  and  examin- 
ing it) — This  is  the  stone  [one  rap  on  keystone]  which 
was  set  at  naught  of  you  builders  [one  rap  on  keystone] 
which  is  become  [one  rap  as  before]  the  head  of  the  cor- 
ner. [One  rap  on  keystone.  Master  resumes  his  station.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon, 
conduct  our  newly  made  brother  to  the  east. 

WORKING  TOOLS  OF  A MARK  MASTER.252 

Right  Worshipful  Master — I will  now  present  you 
with  the  working  tools  of  a Mark  Master  Mason,  and 
will  teach  you  their  use.  The  working  tools  are  the 
Chisel  and  Mallet. 

“the  chisel 

Morally  demonstrates  the  advantages  of  discipline  and 
education.  The  mind,  like  the  diamond  in  its  original 
state,  is  rude  and  unpolished,  but  as  the 
effect  of  the  chisel  on  the  external  coat 
soon  presents  to  view  the  latent  beauties 
of  the  diamond,  so  education  discovers 
the  latent  virtues  of  the  mind,  and  draws 
them  forth  to  range  the  large  field  of 
matter  and  space,  to  display  the  summit 
of  human  knowledge,  our  duty  to  God 
and  man.” 

Note  252. — -“Section  2 illustrates  the  foundation  and  history 
of  the  degree,  and  impresses  upon  the  mind  of  the  candidate,  in 
a striking  manner,  the  importance  of  a strict  observance  of  his 
obligation  to  be  ever  ready  to  stretch  forth  his  hand  for  the  relief 
of  indigent  and  worthy  brethren.”— Sickels’s  Monitor , part  2, 
page  7. 
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“the  mallet 


Morally  teaches  us  to  correct  irregularities,  and  to  re- 
duce man  to  a proper  level;  so  that,  by  quiet  deport- 
ment, he  may,  in  the  school  of  discipline, 
learn  to  be  content.  What  the  mallet  is  to 
the  workman,  enlightened  reason  is  to  the 
passions ; it  curbs  ambition,  it  depresses 
envy,  it  moderates  anger,  and  it  encourages 
good  dispositions;  whence  arises  among  good  Masons 
that  comely  order, 


‘Which  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  can  destroy, 

The  soul's  calm  sunshine,  and  the  heartfelt  joy."  ” 

— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  285. 

Eight  Worshipful  Master  (to  candidate) — You  will 
now  be  re-conducted  to  the  place  from  whence  you  came, 
there  be  re-invested  of  what  you  have  been  divested, 
and  return  to  the  lodge  for  further  instruction.  [ He 
goes  to  the  preparation-room,  hurries  on  his  clothes, 
and  returns.] 

Eight  Worshipful  Master — My  brother,  as  a prepara- 
tory circumstance  attending  your  advancement  to  this 
degree  you  were  caused  to  represent  one  of  the  crafts- 
men employed  in  the  building  of  King  Solomon’s  tem- 
ple, whose  custom  it  was  on  the  eve  of  the  sixth  day  of 
every  week  to  carry  up  their  work  for  inspection,  and 
if  approved  to  receive  wages. 

The  work  was  inspected  by  three  Overseers  ap- 
pointed by  King  Solomon  for  that  purpose,  and  sta- 
tioned at  the  south,  west,  and  east  gates  of  the  temple. 
There  were  employed  at  the  building  of  the  temple 
eighty  thousand2  5 3 craftsmen,  and  one  would  naturally 

Note  253. — “The  number  of  workmen  employed  in  building  the 
Temple  of  Solomon  ; the  privileges  they  enjoyed  ; the  mode  of  re- 
warding merit  and  of  punishing  the  guilty,  and  the  marks  of 
distinction  which  were  conferred  on  our  ancient  brethren,  as  the 
rewards  of  excellence,  are  named.” — Sickels’s  Monitor,  part  2, 
page  8. 
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suppose  that  in  so  great  a number  our  Grand  Masters 
were  liable  to  be  imposed  upon  by  unskillful  craftsmen, 
presenting  work  unfit  for  use;  but  they  were  not,  for 
King  Solomon  took  the  precaution  that  each  craftsman 
presenting  work  should  have  his  mark  placed  thereon 
so  that  it  might  be  easily  known  and  distinguished 
when  promiscuously  brought  up  for  inspection.  A 
brother’s  mark,  therefore,  became  synonymous  with  his 
name,  and  he  had,  therefore,  no  more  right  to  alter  or 
change  his  mark254  than  he  had  his  name. 

The  wages  of  a faithful  craftsman,  when  his  work 
was  approved,  was  a penny  a day.  In  so  great  a num- 
ber as  eighty  thousand,  it  would  be  natural  to  suppose 
that  our  Grand  Masters  were- liable  to  be  defrauded  by 
craftsmen  demanding  wages  not  their  due;  but  they 
were  not,  for  King  Solomon  took  the  further  precau- 
tion that  each  craftsman  claiming  wages,  should  thrust 
his  right  hand  through  a lattice  window  into  the  apart- 
ments of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden,  with  a copy  of  his 
mark  in  the  palm  thereof,  at  the  same  time  giving  this 
token  [Master  makes  sign  of  receiving  wages,  as  ex- 
plained on  page  364.]  The  amount  of  wages  due  that 
particular  mark  was  placed  upon  his  fingers,  when  he 
withdrew  his  hand,  and  so  each  brother  passed  on  in 
succession  until  all  were  paid.  This  token  alludes  to 
the  way  and  manner  in  which  each  craftsman  was 

Note  254. — “The  mark,  whose  peculiar  use  should 
\{y — \\lloe  kere  practically  exemplified,  is  the  appropriate 
)3;Y/  jewe*  a Mark  Master.  It  is  made  of  gold  or  silver, 
vCss usually  of  the  former  metal,  and  must  be  in  the  form 
I of  a keystone.  On  the  obverse  or  front  surface  the 
w //  device  or  ‘mark’  selected  by  the  owner  must  be  en- 

1 11  ' graved  within  a circle  composed  of  the  following 

letters : H.  T.  W.  S.  S.  T.  K.  S.  On  the  reverse  or  posterior  sur- 
face, the  name  of  the  owner,  the  name  of  his  chapter,  and  the 
date  of  his  advancement  may  be  inscribed,  although  this  is  not 
absolutely  necessary.  The  ‘mark’  consists  of  the  device  and  sur- 
rounding inscription  on  the  obverse.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  280. 
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taught  to  receive  his  wages.  Its  use  was  to  distinguish 
a true  craftsman  from  an  impostor;  and  when  an  im- 
postor was  detected  the  penalty  was  to  have  his  right 
hand  struck  off.  It  was  for  the  want  of  this  token 
that  you  were  detected  and  came  near  losing  your  right 
hand. 

A brother  presenting  his  mark  and  craving  assistance 
represents  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  who  was  a- 
poor  man,  but  for  his  upright  and  regular  conduct  and 
his  great  skill  in  architecture  and  the  sciences  became 
eminently  distinguished  among  the  craft. 

A brother  receiving  a mark  and  granting  assistance 
represents  our  Grand  Master  Solomon,  King  of  Israel, 
who  was  a rich  man,  and  noted  for  his  great  liberality. 

The  principal  ceremonies  of  this  degree  were  founded 
on  a keystone  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  arches 
of  King  Solomon’s  temple,  which  was  wrought  by  our 
Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff.  Its  color  was  white,  which 
alludes  to  a certain  text  of  Scripture:  “To  him  that 

overcometb  will  I give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna; 
and  I will  give  him  a white  stone,255  and  in  the  stone  a 
new  name  written  which  no  man  knoweth  saving  he 
that  receiveth  it.”  [Eev.  2:  17.] — Mackey's  Ritual- 
ist, 'page  286. 

Note  255. — “In  the  passage  from  the  second  chapter  of  Revela- 
tions, which  is  read  during  the  presentation  of  the  Keystone,  it  is 
most  probable  that,  by  the  ‘white  stone’  and  the  ‘new  name,’  St. 
John  referred  to  these  tokens  of  alliance  and  friendship.  With 
these  views,  the  symbolic  allusion  of  the  Keystone  in  the  Mark  de- 
gree is  very  apparent.  It  is  intended  to  denote  the  firm  and 
friendly  alliance  which  exists  between  Mark  Masters  and  to  indicate 
that  by  the  possession  of  this  token,  and  the  new  name  inscribed 
upon  it,  and  which  is  known  only  to  those  who  have  received  it  in 
the  progress  of  their  initiation,  a covenant  has  been  instituted  that, 
in  all  future  time,  and  under  every  circumstance  of  danger  or  dis- 
tress, will  secure  the  kind  and  friendly  assistance  of  those  who 
are  the  possessors  of  the  same  token.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
287. 
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Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — The  new 
name25  6 is  composed  of  the  words  of  which  the  letters 
,on  the  stone  are  the  initials,  viz:  Hiram, 

Tyre.  Widow’s  Son,  Sent  To  King  Solo- 
mon. [Master  points  to  them.  See  cut.] 
In  undergoing  an  examination  you  will 
alternate  the  words  in  this  manner : 

Right  Worshipf  ul  Master— Hiram. 

Candidate — Tyre. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Widow’s 

Candidate— Son. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Sent. 

Candidate — To. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — King. 

Candidate — Solomon. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — This  was 
originally  the  mark  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff, 
now  the  general  mark  of  this  degree,  in  the  center  of 
which  each  brother  places  his  own  particular  mark,  to 
which  his  obligation  alludes. 

Any  design  you  may  choose  to  select  placed  within 
this  circle  of  letters  [points  to  circle  on  keystone]  con- 
stitutes your  particular  mark,  which  you  have  sworn 
you  will  not  alter  or  change  after  you  have  once  chosen 
it  and  it  has  been  recorded  as  such  in  the  book  of  marks. 

I will  now  invest  you  with  two  additional  signs  to 
those  given  you  at  the  altar : 

This  is  the  grand  hailing  sign  of  distress  of  a Mark 
Master  Mason  [makes  sign  of  carrying  keystone,  as  on 
page  363],  and  alludes  to  the  way  and  manner  in  which 


Note  256. — “The  Mark  Master  Is  thus,  by  the  reception  of  this 
mystic  sign,  adopted  into  the  fraternity  of  all  other  Mark  Masons, 
and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  belong  exclu- 
sively to  the  partakers  in  the  meaning  of  the  same  significant 
stone.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page:  288. 
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each  brother  is  taught  to  carry  up  his  work  when  being 
advanced  to  this  degree. 

This  is  the  principal  sign  [Master  makes  heave-over, 
or  principal  sign,  same  as  on  page  363]  and  alludes  to 
the  principal  words,  which  are:  Hiram,  Tyre,  Wid- 

ow’s Son,  Sent  To  King  Solomon.  They  allude  to  the 
rejection  of  the  keystone  by  the  Overseers.  That  piece 
of  work  was  assigned  to  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram 
A biff,  and  after  he  had  completed  it  according  to  the 
original  design,  but  before  he  had  given  orders  to  have 
it  carried  up  to  the  temple,  he  was  assassinated,  as  we 
have  had  an  account  in  the  preceding  degree. 

It  happened  on  the  eve  of  the  sixth  day  of  a certain 
week,  as  the  craft  were  carrying  up  their  work  for  in- 
spection, that  a young  craftsman  espied  this  stone  in 
the  quarries,  and  being  struck  with  its  peculiar  form, 
and  conceiving  it  to  be  designed,  for  some  part  of  the 
temple,  hove  away  his  own  work  and  brought  up  this. 
On  presenting  it  to  the  Junior  Overseer  at  the  south 
gate  the  latter  observed  that  it  was  neither  oblong  nor 
square;  square  work  only  was  such  as  was  wanted  for 
the  building  of  the  temple ; neither  had  it  the  mark  of 
any  of  the  craft  thereon,  but  owing  to  its  singular  form 
and  beauty  he  felt  unwilling  to  reject  it,  and  should 
therefore  suffer  it  to  pass  to  the  Senior  Overseer 
at  the  west  gate  for  further  inspection,  who  for  the 
same  reasons  suffered  it  to  pass  to  the  Master  Overseer 
at  the  east  gate,  who  summoned  together  his  brother 
Overseers,  and  observed  that  it  was  neither  oblong  nor 
square;  square  work  only  was  such  as  they  had  orders 
to  receive;  neither  had  it  the  mark  of  any  of  the  craft 
thereon,  and  they  not  knowing  the  mark  which  was  up- 
on it,  were  unanimous  in  concluding  it  unfit  for  use,  and 
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agreed  to  heave  it  over  among  the  rubbish.  Soon  after 
the  Senior  Grand  Warden  informed  King  Solomon  that 
the  temple  was  nearly  completed,  but  the  craft  was  at  a 
stand  for  want  of  a keystone  belonging  to  one  of  the 
principal  arches,  which  no  one  had  received  orders  to 
make.  King  Solomon  observed  that  that  piece  of  work 
had  been  assigned  to  our  Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff, 
and  from  his  well-known  punctuality  he  had  full  confi- 
dence to  believe  that  it  had  been  completed  agreeably 
to  its  original  design,  previous  to  his  death,  and  he 
therefore  called  on  the  Overseers  to  know  if  a piece  of 
work  bearing  a certain  mark  had  been  presented  for  in- 
spection. On  reflection  they  found  there  had;  but  it 
being  neither  oblong  nor  square,  square  work  only  be- 
ing such  as  they  had  orders  to  receive;  and  not  having 
the  mark  of  any  of  the  craft  thereon,  and  they  not 
knowing  the  mark  which  was  upon  it,  were  unanimous 
in  concluding  it  unfit  for  use,  and  hove  it  over  among 
the  rubbish.  King  Solomon  observed  that  this  was 
truly  unfortunate,  for  no  less  depended  upon  that  stone 
than  the  completion  of  the  temple,  and  ordered  strict 
search  to  be  made  through  the  apartments  of  the  tem- 
ple and  among  the  rubbish,  to  see  if  it  could  be  found. 
Strict  search  was  accordingly  made,  the  stone  found, 
and  afterwards  applied  to  its  intended  use. 

This  degree  was  founded  by  our  three  ancient  Grand 
Masters : Solomon,  King  of  Israel ; Hiram,  King  of 
Tyre ; and  Hiram  Abiff,  to  be  conferred  on  all  those  who 
should  be  found  worthy257  and  well  qualified,  not  only 


Note  257. — “The  second  and  probably  larger  class  of  the  Fellow 
Crafts  were  younger  and  less  experienced  men,  whose  skill  and 
knowledge  were  not  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  advancement  to 
the  grade  of  Mark  Master.  These  workmen  were  not,  therefore, 
in  possession  of  a mark,  and  proved  their  right  to  reward  by  an- 
other token.  They  received  their  wages  in  the  middle  chamber, 
and  were  paid  in  'corn,  wine  and  oil,  agreeably  to  the  stipulation 
of  King  Solomon  with  Hiram,  King  of  Tyve.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  290. 
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as  an  honor,  and  a reward  for  their  industry,  skill  and 
fidelity,  but  also  to  render  it  impossible  that  any  broth, 
er  who  should  be  found  worthy  of  being  advanced  to 
this  degree  should  ever  be  reduced  to  such  extreme  des- 
titution as  to  suffer  for  the  common  necessaries  of  life 
when  the  price  of  his  mark  would  procure  the  same. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — You  will 
now  arise  and  I will  deliver  you  the  charge. 

CHARGE,  MARK  MASTER'S  DEGREE. 

“Brother , I congratulate  you  on  having  been 

thought  worthy  of  being  advanced  to  this  honorary  de- 
gree of  Masonry.  Permit  me  to  impress  it  on  your 
mind,  that  your  assiduity  should  ever  be  commensurate 
with  your  duties,  which  become  more  and  more  exten- 
sive as  you  advance  in  Masonry.  In  the  honorable 
character  of  Mark  Master  Mason  it  is  more  particularly 
your  duty  to  endeavor  to  let  your  conduct  in  the  lodge, 
and  among  your  brethren  be  such  as  may  stand  the 
test  of  the  Great  Overseer’s  square,  that  you  may  not, 
like  the  unfinished  and  imperfect  work  of  the  negligent 
and  unfaithful  of  former  times,  be  rejected  and  thrown 
aside,  as  unfit  for  that  spiritual  building — that  house 
not  made  with  hands — eternal  in  the  heavens. 

“While  such  is  your  conduct,  should  misfortunes  as- 
sail you,  should  friends  forsake  you,  should  envy  tra- 
duce your  good  name,  and  malice  persecute  you,  yet 
may  you  have  confidence  that  among  Mark  Master  Ma- 
sons you  will  find  friends  who  will  administer  relief  to 
your  distresses  and  comfort  to  your  afflictions,  ever 
bearing  in  mind,  as  a consolation  under  all  the  frowns  of 
fortune,  and  as  an  encouragement  to  hope  for  better 
prospects,  that  the  stone  which  the  builders  rejected , pos- 
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sessing  merits  to  them  unknown,  became  the  chief  stone 
of  the  corner.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , pages  294-5. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon, 
conduct  onr  newly  admitted  brother  to  a seat.  [Order 
is  obeyed.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  how  goes  the  honr? 

Junior  Grand  Warden — The  sixth  honr  of  the  sixth 
day  of  the  week. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — This  is  the  day  and  the 
hour  when  the  craftsmen  should  report  to  the  apart- 
ments of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  to  receive  their 
wages.  You  will  give  your  orders  accordingly. 

Junior  Grand  Warden  (three  raps,  all  rise) — Crafts- 
men, you  will  assemble  and  repair  with  me  to  the  apart- 
ments of  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  to  receive  your 
wages. 

Master  of  Ceremonies — Brethren,  you  will  form  in 
procession  on  the  north  side  of  the  lodge,  single  file, 
facing  the  east.  [They  form  as  ordered,  the  Junior 

Grand  Warden  at  the  head  of  the  line  and  the  candi- 
date and  Senior  Deacon  next,  when  they  receive 
wages,  as  explained  on  page  375,  and  after  receiving 
their  wages  all  but  the  candidate  and  conductor 
march  around  to  the  west  again,  and  with  looks  of  dis- 
satisfaction and  murmuring  lay  the  amount  on  the  ped- 
estal of  the  Senior  Warden.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Grand 
Warden,  what  is  the  cause  of  this  disturbance? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — The  craft  are  not  satisfied 
with  their  wages. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Have  you  not  paid  every 
man  according  to  agreement  ? 
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Senior  Grand  Warden — I have. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Then,  brethren,  why  are 
yon  dissatisfied? 

Master  of  Ceremonies — Why,  we  who  have  borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  complain  that  those  who 
have  come  in  at  the  eleventh  hour2  5 8 have  been  made 
equal  with  us. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Will  you  hear  the  law? 

Master  of  Ceremonies — We  will. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Not  only  hear,  but  abide 
by  it? 

Master  of  Ceremonies — We  will;  but  we  know  of  no 
such  law.  [Master  takes  the  Bible  from  the  altar  and 
opens  to  the  first  sixteen  verses  of  the  20th  of  Matthew.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Attend,  and  you  shall 
hear  the  law : “For  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto 
a man  that  is  an  householder,  which  went  out  early  in 
the  morning  to  hire  laborers  into  his  vineyard.  And 
when  he  had  agreed  with  the  laborers  for  a penny  a 
day,  he  sent  them  into  his  vineyard.  And  he  went  out 
about  the  third  hour,  and  saw  others  standing  idle  in 
the  market-place,  and  said  unto  them.  Go  ye  also 
into  the  vineyard;  and  whatsoever  is  right  I will  give 
you.  And  they  went  their  way.  And  again  he  went 
out  about  the  sixth  and  ninth  hour,  and  did  likewise. 
And  about  the  eleventh  hour  he  went  out  and  found 
others  standing  idle,  and  saith  unto  them,  Why  stand 

Note  258. — “There  was  a young  craftsman  who  had  been  idle 
all  the  week,  doing  no  work  whatsoever — the  symbol  of  the  pro- 
fane, who  has  not  yet  been  initiated  into  Masonry  ; yet,  on  the 
last  day,  at  the  eleventh  hour,  he  found  in  the  quarries  and  brought 
into  the  temple  that  stone  which  became  the  head  of  the  corner. 
Thus  did  he  more  service  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  than  all  those 
who  had  labored  from  the  rising  even  to  the  setting  of  the  sun, 
and  yet  who  could  offer  no  more  at  the  end  of  each  day’s  work 
than  the  ordinary  result  of  an  ordinary  man’s  labor.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist , page  293. 
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ye  here  all  the  day  idle  ? They  say  unto  him,  Because 
no  man  hath  hired  us.  He  saith  unto  them,  Go  ye  also 
into  the  vineyard;  and  whatsoever  is  right,  that  shall 
ye  receive.  So  when  even  was  come,  the  lord  of  the 
vineyard  saith  unto  his  steward,  Call  the  laborers,  and 
give  them  their  hire,  beginning  from  the  last  unto  the 
first.  And  when  they  came  that  were  hired  about  the 
eleventh  hour,  they  received  every  man  a penny. 

aBut  when  the  first  came,  they  supposed  that  they 
should  have  received  more;  and  they  likewise  received 
every  man  a penny.  And  when  they  received  it, 
they  murmured  against  the  good  man  of  the  house, 

saying,  These  last  have  wrought  but  one  hour,  and 

thou  hast  made  them  equal  unto  us,  which  have  borne 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  But  he  answered  one 
of  them,  and  said,  Friend,  I do  thee  no  wrong;  didst 
not  thou  agree  with  me  for  a penny?  Take  that  thine 
is,  and  go  thy  way;  I will  give  unto  this  last,  even  as 
unto  thee.  Is  it  not  lawful  for  me  to  do  what  I will 
with  my  own?  Is  thine  eye  evil  because  I am  good? 

So  the  last  shall  be  first  and  the  first  last;  for 

many  be  called,  but  few  chosen.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , 
pages  291-3. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — What  do  you  say  now? 
Are  you  satisfied  ? 

Master  of  Ceremonies — We  are;  that  is  good  law. 
[Master  lays  Bible  on  altar  again  and  resumes  his  sta- 
tion, while  the  brethren  take  their  “wages”  again  and 
re-form  in  procession,  singing  the  last  three  verses  of 
the  Mark  Master’s  Song.  See  page  375.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — (one  rap,  seating  the 
lodge.) 
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[After  asking  some  brother  to  post  the  new  made 
member  in  the  lecture  of  this  degree,  given  in  the  next 
chapter,  as  all  business  must  be  transacted  in  the  sev- 
enth, or  Royal  Arch  degree,  the  lodge  is  now  usually 
closed  in  due  form,  as  will  be  given  after  the  lecture, 
which  comes  next  in  regular  order.] 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Fourth,  or  Mark  Master’s  Degree. 

[first  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

LECTURE — FIRST  SECTION. 

Examiner - — Are  you  a Mark  Master  Mason  ? 

Candidate — I am;  try  me. 

Examiner — How  will  you  be  tried  ? 

Candidate — By  the  chisel  and  mallet. 

Examiner — Why  by  the  chisel  and  mallet  ? 

Candidate — Because  they  are  the  working  tools  of  a 
Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Where  were  you  made  a Mark  Master 
Mason  ? 

Candidate — In  a just  and  lawfully  constituted  lodge 
of  Mark  Master  Masons. 

Examiner — What  were  the  preparatory  circumstances 
attending  your  advancement  to  this  degree  ? 

Candidate — I was  caused  to  represent  one  of  the 
craftsmen  employed  at  the  building  of  King  Solomon’s 
temple,  whose  custom  it  was,  on  the  eve  of  the  sixth 
day  of  every  week,  to  carry  up  their  work  for  inspec- 
tion, and  if  accepted  to  receive  wages. 

Examiner — By  whom  was  the  work  inspected  ? 

Candidate — By  three  overseers  appointed  by  King 
Solomon  for  that  purpose,  and  stationed  at  the  south, 
west,  and  east  gates  of  the  temple. 

Examiner — How  many  craftsmen  were  employed  at 
the  building  of  the  temple  ? 
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Candidate — Eighty  thousand. 

Examiner — In  so  great  a number  were  not  our  Grand 
Masters  liable  to  be  imposed  upon  by  unskilled  crafts- 
men presenting  work  unfit  for  use  ? 

Candidate — They  were  not;  for  King  Solomon  took 
the  precaution  that  each  craftsman  should  have  his 
mark  placed  thereon,  so  that  it  might  be  easily  known 
and  distinguished  when  promiscuously  brought  up  for 
inspection.  A brother’s  mark,  therefore,  became  sy- 
nonymous with  his  name;  and  he  had,  therefore,  no 
more  right  to  alter  or  change  his  mark  than  he  had 
his  name. 

Examiner — What  were  the  wages  of  a craftsman 
when  his  work  was  approved? 

Candidate — One  penny  a day. 

Examiner — In  so  great  a number  as  eighty  thousand 
were  not  our  Grand  Masters  liable  to  be  deceived  by 
craftsmen  demanding  wages  not  their  due? 

Candidate — They  were  not;  for  King  Solomon  took 
the  further  precaution  that  each  craftsman  claiming 
wages  should  thrust  his  right  hand  through  a lattice 
window  into  the  apartments  of  the  Senior  Grand  War- 
den, with  a copy  of  his  mark  in  the  palm  thereof,  at  the 
same  time  giving  a token.  The  amount  of  wages  due 
that  mark  was  placed  upon  his  fingers,  with  which  he 
withdrew  his  hand;  and  so  each  brother  passed  on  in 
succession  until  all  were  paid. 

Examiner — Give  me  the  token.  [Candidate  gives 
sign  of  receiving  wages,  as  on  page  364.] 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion  ? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  the  way  and  manner  in  which 
each  craftsman  was  taught  to  receive  his  wages. 

Examiner — What  were  its  uses? 
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Candidate — To  distinguish  a true  craftsman  from  an 
impostor. 

Examiner — When  an  impostor  was  detected  what 
was  his  penalty  ? 

Candidate — -To  have  his  right  hand  struck  off. 

SECOND  SECTION. 

Examiner — Where  were  you  prepared  to  be  made  a 
Mark  Master  Mason  ? 

Candidate — In  a room  adjoining  a lawfully  consti- 
tuted lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons. 

Examiner — How  were  you  prepared? 

Candidate — By  being  divested  of  my  outward  apparel 
and  all  monies,  in  a working  posture,  and  a cable-tow 
four  times  around  my  body;  in  which  situation  I was 
conducted  to  the  door  of  the  lodge  by  a brother. 

Examiner — How  gained  you  admission? 

Candidate — By  four  distinct  knocks,  [00-00.] 

Examiner — To  what  do  these  knocks  allude? 

Candidate — To  the  fourth  degree  of  Masonry,  it  be- 
ing that  on  which  I was  about  to  enter. 

Examiner — What  was  said  to  you  from  within? 

Candidate — Who  comes  here? 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Brother  , who  has  been  regularly 

initiated  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  passed  to  the  de- 
gree of  a Fellow  Craft,  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a 
Master  Mason,  and  now  wishes  to  receive  further  light 
in  Masonry  by  being  advanced  to  the  honorary2  5 9 de- 
gree of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Note  259. — “The  promotion  of  a certain  number  of  the  Fellow 
Crafts  to  a higher  degree,  which  was  to  be  considered  as  an 
honorarium , or  reward  bestowed  upon  them  for  their  superior  skill 
and  knowledge  in  their  profession,  has  occasioned  this  degree  to 
receive  the  technical  title  of  ‘the  honorary  degree  of  a Mark  Mas- 
ter.’ "—Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  291. 
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Examiner — What  were  yon  then  asked  T 

Candidate — If  it  was  of  my  own  free  will  and  ac- 
cord; if  I was  duly  and  truly  prepared,  worthy  and 
well  qualified ; if  I had  wrought  in  the  quarries  and  ex- 
hibited suitable  specimens  of  my  skill  in  the  preceding 
degrees;  all  which  being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
I was  asked  by  what  further  right  or  benefit  I expected 
to  gain  admission. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Examiner — Did  you  give  the  pass? 

Candidate — I did  not ; my  Conductor  gave  it  for  me. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — I was  directed  to  wait  with  patience  until 
the  Bight  Worshipful  Master  should  be  informed  of 
my  request  and  his  answer  returned. 

Examiner — What  answer  did  he  return  ? 

Candidate — Let  him  enter  and  be  received  in  due  and 
ancient  form. 

Examiner — How  were  you  received? 

Candidate — On  the  edge  of  the  indenting  chisel 
against  my  naked  breast,  and  under  the  pressure  of 
the  mallet,  which  was  to  teach  me  that  the  moral  pre- 
cepts contained  in  this  degree  should  make  a deep  and 
lasting  impression  upon  my  future  life  and  conduct. 

Examiner — How  were  you  then  disposed  of? 

Candidate — I was  conducted  four  times  around  the 
lodge  to  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  in  the  south,  where 
the  same  questions  were  asked  and  like  answers  re- 
turned as  before. 

Examiner — How  did  the  Eight  Worshipful  Master 
dispose  of  you? 

Candidate — He  ordered  me  to  be  reconducted  to  the 
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Senior  Grand  Warden  in  the  west,  who  taught  me 
how  to  approach  the  east  by  four  upright  regular  steps, 
my  feet  forming  the  right  angle  of  a perfect  square,  my 
body  erect  at  the  altar  before  the  Right  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east. 

Examiner — What  did  the  Right  Worshipful  Master 
then  do  with  you? 

Candidate — He  made  me  a Mark  Master  Mason  in 
due  form. 

Examiner — What  is  that  due  form? 

Candidate — Kneeling  on  both  my  knees,  my  body 
erect,  and  both  hands  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and 
compass ; in  which  due  form  I took  the  obligation  of  a 
Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Repeat  it.  [Candidate  repeats  it:  See 

page  384.] 

Examiner — After  taking  the  obligation  what  did  you 
discover? 

Candidate — The  Right  Worshipful  Master  approach- 
ing me  from  the  east,  under  the  due-guard  and  sign  of 
a Mark  Master  Mason,  who,  in  token  of  his  friendship, 
presented  me  his  right  hand,  and  with  it  the  pass,  to- 
ken of  the  pass,  grip,  and  word  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Were  you  at  any  time  during  your  ad- 
vancement to  this  degree  required  to  perform  any  part 
of  your  obligation? 

Candidate — I was. 

Examiner — At  what  time? 

Candidate — While  on  my  bended  knees  at  the  altar. 

Examiner — Why  at  that  time? 

Candidate — To  impress  upon  my  mind  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  that  I should  never  hastily  reject  the 
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application  of  a worthy  brother,  especially  when  ac- 
companied by  so  sacred  a pledge  as  his  mark,  but  grant 
him  his  request  if  in  my  power ; and  if  not,  return  him 
his  mark  with  the  price  thereof,  which  would  enable 
him  to  procure  the  common  necessaries  of  life. 

Examiner — Who  does  a brother  presenting  his  mark 
and  craving  assistance  represent? 

Candidate — Our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  who  was 
a poor  man;  but  for  his  upright  and  regular  conduct 
and  his  great  skill  in  architecture  and  the  sciences  be- 
came eminently  distinguished  among  the  craft. 

Examiner — Who  does  a brother  receiving  a mark  and 
granting  a request  represent  ? 

Candidate — Our  Grand  Master,  King  Solomon,  who 
was  a rich  man,  and  noted  for  his  liberality. 

Examiner — On  what  were  the  principal  ceremonies 
of  this  degree  founded? 

Candidate — On  a keystone  belonging  to  one  of  the 
principal  arches  of  King  Solomon’s  temple. 

Examiner — By  whom  was  it  wrought  ? 

Candidate — By  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff. 

Examiner — What  was  its  color? 

Candidate — White,  and  alludes  to  a certain  text  in 
Scripture:  2 60  “To  him  that  overcometh  will  I give  to 
eat  of  the  hidden  manna;  and  I will  give  him  a white 
stone,  and  in  the  stone  a new  name  written,  which  no 
man  knoweth  saving  he  that  receiveth  it.” — Mackey's 
Ritualist , page  286. 

Examii  er — What  is  the  new  name? 

Candid  te — It  is  composed  of  the  words  of  which 
the  letters  on  the  stone  are  the  initials. 

Note  260. — “Certain  passages  of  Scripture  are  here  referred  to 
as  explanatory  of  the  subsequent  investiture  with  important  secrets 
of  the  degree.” — lackey’s  Ritualist,  page  283. 
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Examiner — What  are  they? 

Candidate — H.  T.  W.  S.  S.  T.  K.  S. 

Examiner — Hiram. 

Candidate — Tyre.  [Same  as  given  on  page  396.] 

Examiner — What  was  the  original  design  of  this  cir- 
cle of  letters? 

Candidate — It  was  originally  the  mark  of  our  Grand 
Master,  Hiram  Abiff. 

Examiner — What  is  now  its  use? 

Candidate — It  is  now  the  general  mark  of  this  de- 
gree, in  the  center  of  which  each  brother  puts  his  own 
particular  mark,  to  which  his  obligation  alludes. 

Examiner — Have  you  a sign  belonging  to  this  de- 
gree? 

Candidate — I have,  several. 

Examiner — Give  me  a sign.  [Candidate  makes  sign 
of  smiting  off  right  ear,  which  is  termed  the  due-guard 
of  this  degree.  See  page  362.] 

Examiner— What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  due-guard  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  the  penalty  of  my  obligation? 

Examiner — Has  it  a further  allusion  ? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  a certain  text  of  Scripture: 
“He  that  hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him  hear.” 

Examiner — Give  me  another  sign.  [Candidate  gives 
sign  of  smiting  off  right  hand.  See  page  362.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called  ? 

Candidate — The  sign  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  the  additional  portion  of  my 
obligation. 

Examiner — Give  me  another  sign.  [Candidate  gives 
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sign  of  carrying  the  keystone,  called  the  grand  hailing 
sign.  See  page  363.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  Grand  Hailing  Sign  of  Distress  of  a 
Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  the  way  and  manner  in  which 
each  brother  is  taught  to  carry  up  his  work  when  be- 
ing advanced  to  this  degree. 

Examiner — Give  me  another  sign.  [Candidate  gives 
the  heave  over  sign,  called  the  principal  sign.  See 
page  363.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  principal  sign  of  a Mark  Master 
Mason. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has ; to  the  principal  words. 

Examiner — What  are  they? 

Candidate — Hiram,  Tyre.  Widow’s  Son,  Sent  To 
King  Solomon. 

Examiner — Have  they  an  allusion  ? 

Candidate — They  have;  to  the  rejection  of  the  key- 
stone by  the  Overseers. 

Examiner — How  happened  that  ? 

Candidate — That  piece  of  work  was  assigned  to  our 
Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  and  after  he  had  completed 
it,  agreeably  to  its  original  design,  but  before  he  had 
given  orders  to  have  it  carried  up  to  the  temple,  he  was 
assassinated,  as  we  have  had  an  account  in  the  preced- 
ing degree. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — It  happened,  that  on  the  eve  of  the  sixth 
day  of  a certain  week,  as  the  craft  were  carrying  up 
their  work  [etc.,  same  as  on  page  397.] 
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Examiner — Give  me  a token. 

Candidate — (Takes  Examiner  by  pass  grip,  as  on 
page  387.) 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  pass  grip  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Has  it  a name  ? 

Candidate — It  has. 

Examiner — Give  it. 

Candidate — J oppa. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  the  ancient  coast  of  Joppa 
[etc.,  see  page  388.] 

Examiner — Pass.  [They  change  to  real  grip,  as  on 
page  388.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called  ? 

Candidate — The  real  grip  of  a Mark  Master  Mason. 

Examiner — Has  it  a name? 

Candidate — It  has. 

Examiner — Give  it. 

Candidate — Siroc,  or  Mark  Well. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion  ? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  a certain  text  of  Scripture: 
“Then  he  brought”  [etc.,  see  page  388.] 

Examiner — Who  founded  this  degree? 

Candidate — Our  three  ancient  Grand  Masters : Solo- 
mon, King  of  Israel;  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre;  and  Hi- 
ram Abiff. 

Examiner — For  what  purpose? 

Candidate — To  be  conferred  on  all  [etc.,  see  page 
398.] 
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Examiner — What  are  the  working  tools  of  a Mark 
Master  Mason? 

Candidate — The  chisel  and  mallet. 

Examiner — What  are  their  uses  ? 

Candidate — The  chisel  morally  demonstrates  [etc., 
see  page  392.]  The  mallet  morally  teaches  [etc.,  page 
393.] 

[Should  this  be  on  the  evening  of  a stated  communi- 
cation, if  there  is  unfinished  business  the  lodge  may 
now  be  raised  to  the  Eoyal  Arch  degree,  in  regular 
form,  and  opened  on  that  degree,  but  initiation  is  usu- 
ally the  last  business  of  the  night,  and  the  closing  cer- 
emonies generally  follow.  If  the  meeting  is  a “called” 
one  for  “work,”  no  other  business  can  be  transacted.] 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Fourth,  or  Mark  Master’s  Degree. 

[first  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

CLOSING  CEREMONIES.281  ' 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap,  Deacons  rise)  — 
Brother  Junior  Deacon,  what  is  the  last  great  care  of 
Masons  when  in  lodge  assembled  ? 

Junior  Deacon — To  see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled, 
Right  Worshipful. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Perform  that  duty;  in- 
form the  Tyler  that  I am  about  to  close  this  lodge  of 
Mark  Master  Masons,  and  direct  him  to  tyle  accord- 
ingly. [Junior  Deacon  informs  Tyler,  same  as  on  page 
356.] 

Junior  Deacon  (turning  to  the  east)— The  lodge  is 
duly  tyled,  Right  Worshipful. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — How  are  we  tyled,  broth- 
er Junior  Deacon? 

Junior  Deacon — By  a brother  Mark  Master  Mason 
[etc.,  page  356.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — What  are  his  duties 
there  ? 

Junior  Deacon — To  keep  off  all  cowans  and  eaves- 
droppers [etc.,  page  356.]  ' 

Note  261. — “The  ceremony  of  closing  a lodge  in  this  degree  is 
peculiarly  interesting.  It  teaches  us  the  duty  we  owe  to  our 
brethren  in  particular,  and  the  whole  family  of  mankind  in  general, 
by  ascribing  praise  to  the  meritorious  and  dispensing  rewards  to 
the  diligent  and  industrious.” — SicJcels’s  Monitor , Part  2,  page  17. 
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Eight  Worshipful  Master  (two  raps,  balance  of  sub- 
ordinate officers  rise) — Brother  Senior  Grand  Warden, 
are  you  a Mark  Master  Mason? 

Senior  Grand  Warden — I am  [etc.,  same  as  on  page 
356,  and  the  next  twenty-five  questions  and  answers 
are  precisely  the  same  as  in  opening  ceremonies,  pages 
356-360.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  members  rise) 
— Brother  Senior  Grand  Warden,  it  is  my  order  that 
this  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  be  now  closed;  com- 
municate this  order  to  the  Junior  Grand  Warden  in 
the  south,  and  he  to  the  craft  for  their  government. 

Senior  Grand  Warden — Brother  Junior  Grand  War- 
den, it  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Right  Worshipful 
Master  in  the  east  that  this  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Ma- 
sons be  now  closed;  communicate  this  order  to  the 
craft  for  their  government. 

Junior  Grand  Warden — Brethren,  it  is  the  order  of 
the  Right  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east,  communi- 
cated to  me  by  the  Senior  Grand  Warden  in  the  west, 
that  this  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Masons  be  now  closed. 
Take  due  notice,  and  govern  yourselves  accordingly. 
Look  to  the  east. 

Eight  Worshipful  Master — Together,  brethren.  [Led 
by  the  Master  all  now  make  the  due-guard  and  sign  of 
an  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  Master  Mason  and 
Mark  Master,  or  in  some  lodges  from  Mark  Master 
down.] 
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DUE-GUARD  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE. 

Hold  out  left  hand,  with  palm  up,  a lit- 
tle in  front  of  the  body,  height  of  hips  ; 
next  place  right  hand  horizontally  over 
the  left,  two  or  three  inches  above  it. 
[See  cut.] 


Due-Guard,  Entered 
Apprentice 

SIGN  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping  left 
hand  to  side,  and  at  same  time  raise  right 
arm,  with  hand  still  open,  and  draw  hand 
quickly  across  the  throat,  the  thumb  be- 
ing next  to  the  throat,  then  hand  drops  to 
side.  [See  cut.] 


Sign  of  Entered 
Apprentice. 


Due  Guard,  Fel- 
low Craft. 


DUE-GUARD  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Hold  out  right  hand,  palm  down, 
height  of  hips,  and  raise  left  hand  to 
point  perpendicularly  upward,  fore- 
arm forming  a right  angle  with  arm. 
[See  cut.] 
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SIGN  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping  left 
hand  carelessly  to  side  while  raising  right 
hand  to  left  breast,  fingers  crooked  a 
little;  then  draw  hand  quickly  across  the 
breast ; then  drop  hand  to  side.  [See  cut.] 

Bign  of  Fellow 

Craft. 


DUE-GUARD  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Extend  both  hands,  in  front  of  the  body, 
height  of  hips,  palms  down,  thumbs  nearly 
touching  each  other.  [See  cut.] 

Due-Guard,  Mas* 
ter  Mason. 


SIGN  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Made  from  due-guard,  by  dropping  left 
hand  and  drawing  right  hand  across  the 
bowels  to  the  right,  thumb  toward  the  body, 
height  of  hips.  [See  cut.] 

Sign  of  a Master 
Mason. 
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MARK  MASTERS  DEGREE. 

DUE-GUARD,  OR  SIGN  OF  SMITING  OFF 
RIGHT  EAR. 

Third  and  fourth  fingers  of  right- 
hand  closed;  thumb  and  first  and 
second  fingers  extended;  position  of 
carrying  the  keystone;  then  bring 
right  hand  up  to  right  ear  and  move 
it  back  and  forth  as  if  brushing 
back  a lock  of  hair,  ear  passing  be- 
tween thumb  and  fingers  each  time. 
[See  cut.]  This  refers  to  the  penalty 
of  having  right  ear  smote  off. 


Due-Guard,  Mark  Master. 


SIGN  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping 
right  hand  and  arm  to  a horizontal 
position,  extended  in  front  on  a line 
with  the  hips,  and  at  same  time 
raise  left  hand  about  the  height  of 
your  chin,  and  bring  it  down  edge- 
wise on  right  wrist,  as  if  to  chop  off 
right  hand  [See  cut.]  This  refers 
to  last  part  of  penalty  of  the  obli- 
gation of  this  degree. 


Sign,  Mark  Master. 

Right  Worshipful  Master— Brethren,  let  us  pray. 
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“prayer  at  the  closing  of  a mark  master’s  lodge. 

“Supreme  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe,  who  sit- 
teth  on  the  throne  of  mercy,  deign  to  view  our 
labors  in  the  cause  of  virtue  and  humanity  with  the 
eye  of  compassion;  purify  our  hearts,  and  cause  us  to 
know  and  serve  thee  aright.  Guide  us  in  the  paths  of 
rectitude  and  honor;  correct  our  errors  by  the  unerring 
square  of  thy  wisdom,  and  enable  us  so  to  practice  the 
precepts  of  Masonry,  that  all  our  actions  may  be  accept- 
able in  thy  sight.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  296. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — Amen. 

Brethren — So  mote  it  be. 

Right  W or  shipful  Master — In  the  name  of  God  and 
Hiram  Abiff  I declare  this  lodge  of  Mark  Master  Ma- 
sons closed  in  form. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Junior 
Deacon,  inform  the  Tyler.  [The  Tyler  is  informed  in 
same  manner  as  in  opening.  See  page  356.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon, 
arrange  the  altar.  [The  Senior  Deacon  closes  Bible, 
puts  square  and  compass  on  it,  and  frequently  lays  them 
on  desk  of  Secretary.  The  Wardens  reverse  their  col- 
umns, and  all  remove  their  aprons  or  other  Masonic 
clothing,  which  the  Tyler  usually  gathers  and  locks 
up.] 


ANALYSIS  FOR  MARK  MASTER’S  DEGREE 


The  Christless  Prayers  of  the  Lodge.  The  Past  Master’s 
Degree  an  “Honorary”  One. — Keep  Secrets,  Obey,  and  Agree 
to  Mutilation. — Reason  for  Abuse  of  Candidates. 

Following  the  third  degree,  that  of  Master  Mason, 
we  have  the  Mark  Master,  the  Past  Master,  the  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  degrees,  and  then  one  which  is 
called  “The  Holy  Royal  Arch”.  It  would  be  nat- 
urally inferred  that  the  three  degrees,  “Mark  Mas- 
ter,” “Past  Master,”  and  “Most  Excellent  Master” 
were  related  to  that  of  Master  Mason,  and  this  is 
indeed  the  fact.  As  the  three  degrees  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  were  originally  one,  so  the  four  degrees  of 
the  Chapter  were  originally  united  with  the  three  of 
the  Blue  Lodge.  They  grew  out  of  it,  and  were  prob- 
ably prompted  by  the  same  motives  which  divided 
the  original  one  into  three.  The  more  degrees  there 
were,  the  more  fun  they  could  have  in  initiating  lodge 
men,  the  more  money  they  would  get  for  drinking 
and  other  purposes,  the  more  absolute  would  be  the 
subjection  of  the  initiate  to  the  Order,  and  the  more 
completely  would  he  be  possessed  by  the  demon  powers 
who  always  inhabit  and  control  pagan  religions. 

For  a while  after  the  managers  of  the  lodge  move- 
ment ceased  to  confer  the  degrees  of  Mark  Master, 
Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master  and  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch  in  the  Blue  Lodge,  they  seem  to  have  been 
given  in  lodges  that  were  called  “Mark  Master” 
lodges,  and  from  this  the  transition  was  easy  and  not 
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unnatural,  to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  which  has  for 
years  conferred  and  controlled  these  degrees. 

Pierson,  in  his  “ Traditions”,  page  254,  says:  “Pre- 
vious to  A.  D.  1717,  those  who  were  accepted  into  the 
fraternity  who  were  not  operatives  were  designated 
as  general  masons.  After  the  change  in  the  regula- 
tion governing  admission  was  made,  we  find  the  term 
“speculative  masonry”  used  . . . The  fraternity 
became  very  popular,  and  dishonest  men  sought  to 
use  it  for  their  own  selfish  purposes.  New  degrees 
were  created,  and  became  the  rage  everywhere,  but 
more  particularly  in  France  and  Germany,  which  be- 
came a hot-bed,  as  it  were,  of  so-called  Masonic  de- 
grees, whose  number  was  legion.  Many  of  these  de- 
grees were  arranged  in  systems  or  rites,  most  of 
which  had  their  day  and  died  out ; a few,  however,  be- 
came popular,  and  have  continued  to  be  cultivated.” 

This  paragraph  from  this  Masonic  historian,  who 
is  perhaps  as  good  an  authority  on  the  development 
of  Free  Masonry  as  we  have,  reminds  us  that  it  was 
in  France  and  Germany  that  the  Masonic  system  had 
its  wildest  development.  It  says  that  in  these  coun- 
tries that  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  obtained  wide- 
spread popularity.  Those  who  have  read  the  former 
edition  of  this  work  will  remember  that  President 
Jonathan  Blanchard  looked  upon  Catholic  priests  as 
the  originators  of  the  higher  degrees,  and  bodies  of 
the  Masonic  system.  Whether  or  not  there  is  a di- 
rect relation  between  the  two  facts,  it  is  true  that 
the  governing  body  of  a cathedral  church  was  called 
a chapter,  and  that  the  Royal  Arch  degrees  are  con- 
ferred in  bodies  of  that  name.  So  that  at  the  pres- 
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ent  time  the  four  degrees  succeeding  Master  Masons 
are  termed  the  Chapter  Degrees. 


FREE  MASONRY  A STUPENDOUS  FALSEHOOD 
The  reader  who  has  waded  through  the  tiresome 
ritual  of  the  Mark  Master’s  degree  has  once  more 
observed  that  Modern  Free  Masonry  is  based  upon  the 
supposition  that  the  Blue  Lodge  originated  at  the 
building  of  King  Solomon’s  Temple;  that  Solomon, 
Hiram,  King  of  Tyre  and  Hiram  Abiff,  the  son  of  a 
widow,  were  the  three  main  masters  under  whom 
that  Temple  was  constructed.  That  Hiram  Abiff  was 
slain,  buried,  raised  from  the  grave  and  reburied  be- 
fore the  Temple  of  Solomon  was  finished.  We  stop 
at  this  moment  long  enough  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Bible  declares  that  this  Tyrian  architect 
assisted  King  Solomon  throughout  the  construction  of 
that  Temple,  and  did  not  leave  his  work  until  the 
building  was  completed.  The  whole  legend,  aside 
from  this  fact,  was  discredited  because  it  is  not  once 
mentioned  in  the  Word  of  God.  But  in  this  particu- 
lar the  argument  is  not  from  the  lack  of  statement, 
but  from  the  explicit  statement  of  Scripture  that 
Hiram  the  Builder  aided  in  the  construction  until  it 
was  finished.  This  is  only  one  of  a great  many  in- 
stances in  which  Free  Masonry  gives  the  direct  lie 
to  the  Word  of  God.  It  seems  strange  that  persons 
who  were  inventing  such  a system  should  have  al- 
lowed themselves  to  come  into  such  a position  with 
reference  to  the  Bible.  The  reason  probably  is  that 
they  were  in  general  ignorant  of  the  Bible,  they  knew 
a little  about  it,  but  not,  very  much ; they  presumed 
on  a like  ignorance  on  the  part  of  their  followers,  and 
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probably  in  many  instances  safely ; but  all  thoughtful 
people,  especially  all  Christian  people,  who  read  this 
chapter,  should  remember  first  that  the  Bible  nowhere 
mentions  Free  Masonry,  for  the  sufficient  reason  that 
Free  Masonry  did  not  exist  until  1700  years  after  this 
construction  with  which  lodge  men  seek  to  identify  it. 
And  in  the  second  place,  readers  should  remember 
that  Free  Masonry  directly  denies  what  the  Word  of 
God  affirms.  It  will  probably  be  a mystery  to  many 
that  such  a series  of  blunders  should  be  made;  and 
whatever  may  be  the  explanation  why  they  were  made 
is  another  definite  proof  before  us. 

Christ's  name  stricken  out  of  the  bible 

Every  reader  of  this  exposition  has  repeatedly  noted 
that  Christ  is  carefully  excluded  from  the  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter,  but  even  one  who  is  well  informed  re- 
garding this  matter,  will  be,  I think,  shocked  and 
astonished  to  find  what  is  written  in  the  Bible  reading 
for  this  Mark  Master’s  degree.  By  comparing  1st 
Peter  2:5  with  the  quotation  from  1st  Peter  2:5  as 
printed  in  this  ritual,  the  reader  will  see  that  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  occurring  in  a Scripture  read- 
ing which  has  been  set  down  for  the  Chapter  in  this 
Mark  Master’s  degree,  is  deliberately  mutilated  by 
striking  out  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Unfortun- 
ately infidelity  is  not  a new  thing  in  the  world ; there 
has  been  a great  deal  of  it,  and  much  of  it  still  re- 
mains, but  so  far  as  I am  informed,  Free  Masonry  in 
• this  degree  is  the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  the 
world  when  any  man  or  organization  has  professed 
to  quote  the  Bible  and  has  mutilated  it  by  striking 
out  the  name  of  the  Savior  of  men.  This  is  a most 
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remarkable  fact,  and  should  be  carefully  considered 
by  all  persons  who  wish  to  know  what  the  real  spirit 
of  Masonry  is. 

In  Mackey’s  Ritualist,  on  page  272,  there  is  a ref- 
erence to  this  exclusion  of  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
which  ought  to  be  carefully  meditated  upon  by  all 
Christians.  Mackey  says:  “The  passages  are  taken 
with  slight,  but  necessary,  modifications,  from  the  sec- 
ond chapter  of  the  first  epistle  of  Peter,  and  the  28th 
chapter  of  Isaiah.”  That  is,  Albert  G.  Mackey,  the 
Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  of  the  33d  and  last  de- 
gree of  Scottish  Masonry,  and  one  of  the  most  volumi- 
nous Masonic  authors  of  our  day,  considers  it  a neces- 
sary modification  and  a slight  modification,  to  strike 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  out  of  the  passage  in  the 
Bible  where  it  was  found.  Yet  we  find  ministers  of 
the  gospel  wearing  about  the  keystone  of  the  Royal 
Arch  degree,  and  hear  them  say  that  so  far  as  they 
have  gone  there  is  nothing  in  Free  Masonry  incon- 
sistent with  their  religion.  This  may  be  quite  true, 
for  only  God  can  tell,  what  the  religion  of  a man 
really  is;  but  if  their  religion  is  Christianity,  as  they 
profess,  and  they  are  really  Christians,  as  they  claim 
to  be,  this  statement  is  an  obvious  and  fearful  false- 
hood. Whatever  ordinary  lodge  men  may  believe  on 
this  subject  every  Christian  man  knows  that  it  is 
not  a slight  modification  of  a passage  of  Scripture  to 
take  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  out  of  it.  The  legend 
of  this  degree  is  the  story  of  the  finding  of  a lost  key- 
stone to  an  arch  in  Solomon’s  Temple,  which  was 
wrought  by  Hiram  Abiff  before  the  murder.  Of 
course  this  legend  is  a lie,  like  all  the  rest  of  the 
Masonic  ritual,  but  the  horrible  blasphemy  which  is 
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involved  in  this  whole  story  is  something  unspeakable. 
This  keystone,  which  they  use  as  a ’plaything  in  the 
lodge,  to  carry  out  this  story,  is  repeatedly  called  the 
stone  which  the  builders  rejected,  and  Scriptures 
which  Christ  applied  to  Himself  are  read  with  solemn 
pomp  for  that  stone,  as  if  that,  and  not  Christ,  was 
the  stone  meant.  And  the  Master  says  that  it  is  that 
“ white  stone”  which  Christ  will  give  His  children 
who  follow  the  Lamb  with  His  name  in  their  fore- 
heads. 

It  would  seem  that  hell  would  yawn  for  such  blas- 
phemers, and  that  the  fires  of  God  would  fall  upon 
and  consume  them. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Fifth,  or  Past  Master’s2  62  Degree. 

[second  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

EXPLANATORY. 

[The  opening  ceremo- 
nies are  almost  identical 
with  those  of  the  third 
degree,  varying  only  in  a 
few  minor  points.  The 
Tyler  is  informed  by  five 
raps  on  his  door, — two, 
two  and  one.  The  Sen- 
ior Warden,  when  asked  if  he  is  a Past  Master,  says,  “I 
have  the  honor  so  to  be,”  when  the  Master  asks,  “How 
gained  yon  that  distinguished  honor?”  to  which  he  an- 
swers, “By  having  been  duly  elected  and  installed  to 
preside  over  a just  and  lawfully  constituted  lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons.”  The  due-guard  and  sign  of  each 
degree  from  first  to  fifth  are  then  given  in  concert.  The 
Master  and  Wardens  then  each  give  five  raps  in  turn; 
two,  two  and  one.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  let  us  reverent- 
ly invoke  the  blessing  of  Deity: 

Note  262. — “A  lodge  of  Past  Masters  consists  of  the  following 
officers,  viz.  : Master,  who  is  termed  Right  Worshipful,  Senior 

Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Senior  Deacon, 
Junior  Deacon  and  Tyler. 

These  offices  are  filled  by  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  within  whose 
bosom  the  lodge  is  held,  in  the  following  order : The  High  Priest 

as  Master,  the  King  as  Senior  Warden,  the  Scribe  as  Junior 
Warden ; the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  occupy  the  corresponding 
stations ; the  Principal  Sojourner  as  Senior  Deacon,  the  Royal  Arch 
Captain  as  Junior  Deacon,  and  the  Tyler  at  his  proper  station.”^ 
Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  19. 
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“prayer  on  opening  a lodge  of  past  masters. 

“'Most  holy  and  glorious  Lord  God,  the  Great  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe,  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  and 
graces : Thou  hast  promised,  that  where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  thy  name,  thou  wilt  be  in  the 
midst  of  them,  and  bless  them.  In  thy  name  we  as- 
semble, most  humbly  beseeching  thee  to  bless  us  in  all 
our  undertakings,  that  we  may  know  and  serve  thee 
aright,  and  that  all  our  actions  may  tend  to  thy  glory, 
and  to  our  advancement  in  knowledge  and  virtue.  And 
we  beseech  thee,  0 Lord  God,  to  bless  our  nresent  as- 
sembling, and  to  illuminate  our  minds,  that  we  may 
walk  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance;  and,  wdien  the 
trials  of  our  probationary  state  are  over,  be  admitted 
into  the  temple  ‘not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens/  ” — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  302. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Amen. 

Brethren — So  mote  it  be. 

[The  master  now  declares  the  lodge  opened,  and  or- 
ders the  information  conveyed  to  the  Tyler  in  the  usual 
form,  and  the  Senior  Deacon  arranges  the  altar.] 

INITIATION — PAST  MASTER’S263  DEGREE. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon, 
you  will  introduce  the  candidate  and  conduct  him  to  a 
seat.  [Five  raps  (two,  two  and  one)  are  heard  on  Ty- 
ler’s door,  and  when  opened  a letter  for  the  Master  is 
handed  in,  which  he  opens  at  once,  and  a moment  after 
reads  aloud.  The  letter,  which  is  but  a ruse,  may  read 
as  follows: 


Note  263. — “Tnis  degree  is  more  closely  associated  with  Sym- 
bolic than  Chapter  Masonry.  It  was  originally,  and  is  to  this  day, 
an  honorary  degree,  and  should  be  conferred  only  on  the  newly- 
elected  Master  of  a lodge.  But  as  it  has  become  a permanent 
component  part  of  the  Capitular  System,  it  is  therefore  useless  to 
contend  with  what  is  often  termed  the  ‘inconsistency’  of  conferring 
an  honor  where  no  equivalent  services  have  been  or  are  expected 
to  be  rendered.” — Sickels’s  Monitor , Part  2,  page  18. 
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“My  Dear  Husband: — Our  Alice  has  been  taken 
suddenly  worse;  please  come  home  as  soon  as  possible. 

“Your  loving  wife,  Carrie/*’ 

[This  part  of  the  ceremonies  is  varied  at  the  will  of 
the  Master.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brethren,  you  see  by  this 
letter  that  it  is  imperative  that  I should  leave  immedi- 
ately. You  must  appoint  some  one  to  fill  the  chair,  for 
I can  not  stay  to  confer  the  degree. 

Junior  Warden — I certainly  sympathize  with  you 
deeply  in  your  affliction,  Right  Worshipful,  and  ac- 
knowledge that  we  cannot  ask  you  to  stay  long;  but 

brother is  here  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  this 

degree,  and  expects  to  receive  it.  • I believe  he  is  in  the 
room,  and  can  speak  for  himself,  and  unless  he  is  will- 
ing to  put  off  the  ceremony,  I do  not  see  how  you  can 
avoid  staying. 

Candidate — I am  perfectly  willing  to  wait. 

Junior  Warden — I thank  our  brother  for  his  cour- 
tesy, but  I have  other  reasons  for  desiring  the  Right 
Worshipful  Master  to  confer  the  degree  to-night.  It  is 
uncertain  when  I can  attend  another  meeting,  and  we 
might  not  get  so  many  of  the  brethren  together  again; 
besides,  this  is  a very  difficult  degree  to  confer,  and  I 
think  you  ought  to  stay,  Right  Worshipful. 

Right  W orshipful  Master — Brethren,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  stay.  You  will  therefore  elect  some  one  to 
fill  the  chair.  There  are  several  brethren  present  who 
are  well  qualified  to  confer  the  degree.  You  will  there- 
fore proceed  to  nominate. 

Junior  Warden — I nominate  brother  Senior  Warden 
to  fill  the  chair. 

Member — I second  the  nomination. 

Right  W orshipful  Master — Brethren,  it  is  moved  and 
seconded  that  brother  Senior  Warden  take  the  chair. 
All  those  in  favor  will  say  aye.  [A  very  few  say  aye.] 
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Right  W or sliipful  Master — Those  opposed  will  say  no. 
[Nearly  all  say  no.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — It  is  not  a vote.  You 
will  nominate  again. 

Senior  Warden — I nominate  brother  Junior  Warden. 
[This  nomination  is  also  lost.] 

A Member — I nominate  brother  [the  candi- 

date] to  fill  the  chair. 

Several  Members — I second  the  motion.  [The  candi- 
date is  unanimously  elected  to  fill  the  chair.] 

[In  some  lodges,  instead  of  the  letter  humbug,  the 
candidate  comes  into  the  lodge  and  finds  the  members 
apparently  attending  to  items  of  business.  One 
moves  that  the  lodge  be  now  closed;  another  jumps  up 
and  calls  attention  to  some  unfinished  business ; a third 
asks  financial  assistance  in  the  way  of  a loan  of  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer.  Two  or  three  jump 
to  their  feet  and  oppose  the  loan  in  bitter  terms,  when 
the  Master,  in  attempting  to  preserve  order,  suggests 
that,  as  he  offers  security,  the  lodge  ought  to  accommo- 
date the  brother  with  the  loan,  or  at  worst  there  is  no 
occasion  for  such  bitter  denunciations,  since  the  lodge 
must  vote  the  loan  before  it  can  be  made.  He  then  at- 
tempts to  bring  the  lodge  to  a vote  on  the  question, 
when  a member  accuses  the  Eight  Worshipful  of  him- 
self being  interested  in  the  loan,  and  desiring  to  get 
control  of  the  funds  of  the  lodge.  High  words  follow, 
when  the  Master  resigns,  and  insists  on  the  acceptance 
of  his  resignation,  yet  consents  to  induct  his  successor. 
Then  the  vain  attempt  is  made  to  elect  first  the  Senior 
and  then  the  Junior  Warden,  when  the  candidate  ia 
unanimously  filleted.}. 
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[In  some  lodges,  at  this  point  the  candidate  is  re* 
quired  to  take  a long  obligation,  which  is  termed  “An- 
cient charges2  84  and  regulations,”  which  are  the  charges 
to  which  each  Worshipful  Master  is  required  to  assent 
at  his  installation,  but  as  they  are  monitorial,  and  not 
universally2  65  used  in  this  degree,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  303,  and  Sickels’s  Monitor, 
Part  2d,  page  20,  where  they  are  given  in  full.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Marshal  [Senior 
Deacon  acts  as  Marshal],  you  will  present  the  Master269 
elect  for  installation,  and  further  teach  him  how  to  ap- 
proach the  east,  by  five  upright  regular  steps,  his  feet 
forming  the  angle  of  k perfect  square,  his  body  erect, 
to  the  Right  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 

Senior  Deacon  (as  Marshal) — Step  off  one  step  with 
your  left  foot  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  with  your 
right  as  a Fellow  Craft,  with  your  left  as  a Master  Ma- 
son, with  your  right  as  a Mark  Master  Mason.  [These 
orders  are  obeyed  as  they  are  given.]  Take  one  addi- 
tional step  with  your  left  foot,  bringing  the  heel  of  the 
right  foot  to  the  toe  of  the  left  foot,  and  form  the  right 
angle  of  a perfect  square.  Stand  erect. 

Senior  Deacon  (as  Marshal) — Your  orders  have  been 

Note  264. — “Previous  to  the  investiture  of  the  candidate,  he  is 
reminded  of  the  responsibilities  he  is  about  to  assume  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  lodge,  and  the  following  summary  of  the 
ancient  charges  may  be  read  to  him.” — Sickels’s  Monitor , Part  2, 
page  20. 

Note  265. — “In  September,  1856,  the  General  Grand  Chapter  of 
the  United  States  adopted  a resolution,  which  recommended  the 
subordinate  Chapters  under  its  jurisdiction  to  abridge  the  cere- 
monies now  conferred  in  the  Past  Master’s  degree  within  the  nar- 
rowest constitutional  limits.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  300. 

Note  266. — “Those  who  receive  the  degree  in  the  Chapter  are 
termed  ‘virtual’  Past  Masters,  in  contradistinction  to  those  who 
have  been  elected  and  installed  in  a regularly  constituted  Sym- 
bolic Lodge,  who  are  called  ‘actual’  Past  Masters ; the  former 
having  no  rights  or  privileges,  as  such,  out  of  the  Chapter.” — 
Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  19 
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obeyed,  Eight  Worshipful,  and  I present  you  with 

brother  , to  be  installed  as  Master.  He  is  of 

good  morals  and  of  great  skill,  true  and  trusty,  and  I 
doubt  not  that  he  will  discharge  his  duties  with  fidel- 
ity. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — My  brother,  permit  me  to 
congratulate  you  on  having  been  elected  to  preside 
over  this  lodge.  It  is  an  honor  of  which  you  may  well 
be  proud,  and  before  I can  induct  you  into  the  Orien- 
tal chair,  it  is  necessary  that  you  take  a solemn  obliga- 
tion, which  I am  free  to  inform  you  contains  nothing 
which  can  conflict  with  the  duties  you  owe  to  }mur  God, 
your  country,  your  neighbor,  or  yourself.  With  this 
assurance  on  my  part,  are  you  willing  to  proceed  ? 

Candidate — I am. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Marshal,  place 
the  brother  in  due  form  to  be  made  a Past  Master. 

Senior  Deacon  (as  Marshal) — Advance,  kneel  on  both 
knees,  your  body  erect,  and  both  hands  on  the  Holy 
Bible,  square  and  compass. 

Senior  Deacon  (as  Marshal) — The  brother  is  in  due 
form,  Right  Worshipful. 

RITE  OF  SECRECY  OR  PAST  MASTER^  OBLIGATION. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (three  raps,  all  rise) — You 
will  repeat  your  name,  and  say  after  me : 

I,  , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in 

the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  this  right  worship- 
ful lodge,  erected  to  him  and  dedicated  to  the  Holy 
Saints  John,2  6 7 do  hereby  and  hereon,  most  solemnly 
and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  as  I have  heretofore 
done : That  I will  not  communicate  the  secrets  belong- 

Note  267. — “Lodges  of  Past  Masters  are  ‘dedicated  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Holy  Saints  John.’  ’’ — Sickels’8  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  20. 
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ing  to  this  degree  to'  any  one  of  an  inferior  degree,  nor 
to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  except  it  he  to  a 
true  and  lawful  brother  Past  Master,  or  in  a regular 
constituted  lodge  of  Past  Masters,  nor  unto  him  or 
them,  until  by  strict  trial,  due  examination  or  lawful 
information,  I shall  have  found  him  or  them  as  law- 
fully entitled  to  the  same  as  I am  myself. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  stand  to 
and  abide  by  all  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  a 
Past  Master’s  lodge,  as  far  as  they  shall  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  answer 
and  obey  all  due  signs  and  summonses  sent  me  from  a 
lodge  of  Past  Masters,  or  handed  me  by  a brother  of 
this  degree,  if  within  the  length  of  my  cable-tow. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  rule 
and  govern  this,  or  any  other  lodge,  in  a haughty  and  ar- 
bitrary manner,  but  agreeably  to  the  ancient  landmarks, 
usages  and  regulations  of  the  order,  so  far  as  they  shall 
come  to  my  knowledge,  and  will  use  my  best  endeavors 
to  preserve  order,  peace  and  harmony  among  the  craft. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  open 
or  close  a lodge  without  giving,  or  causing  to  be  given, 
a lecture,  or  a part  of  a lecture. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not 
cheat,  wrong  or  defraud  this,  or  any  other  lodge,  know- 
ingly or  willingly. 

All  this  I most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation, 
or  secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever;  binding  myself 
under  no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  tongue 
split  from  tip  to  root,  and  suffer  the  several  in- 
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dictions  of  my  former  penalties,  should  I ever  know- 
ingly violate  this  my  Past  Master’s  obligation.  So  help 
me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance 
of  the  same. 

Eight  Worshipful  Master— In  token  of  your  sincerity 
of  purpose  in  these  solemn  engagements  you  will  kiss 
the  Holy  Bible,  now  open  before  you.  [ Candidate  kisses 
the  Bible.] 

Eight  Worshipful  Master  (having  stepped  back  a few 
feet) — My  brother,  you  now  discover  me  approaching 
you  from  the  east,  under  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  a 
Past  Master.  This  is  the  due-guard,  and  alludes  to  the 
penalty  of  your  obligation.  [Master  makes  due-guard, 
as  follows  :1 


Fingers  of  right  hand  closed, 
end  of  thumb  between  closed  lips, 
as  if  ready  to  split  open  the  tongue 
with  thumb  nail.  [See  cut  and 
penalty  of  obligation.] 


Eight  Worshipful  Master  (con- 
tinuing)— This  is  the  sign,  and 
alludes  to  the  additional  portion 
of  the  penalty  of  your  obligation. 
[Master  makes  sign,  as  follows :] 


DUE-GUARD  OF  A PAST  MASTER. 


Step  and  Due-Guard  of 
a Past  Master. 
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SIGN  OF  A PAST  MASTER. 

Raise  right  hand  to  left  shoul- 
der, hand  open,  and  draw  it  diag- 
onally down  across  the  body  to 
right  hip,  thus  crossing  the  pen- 
alties of  the  first  three  degrees. 
fSee  cut.l 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (con- 
tinuing)— You  will  perceive  it 
covers  the  penalties  of  an  Entered 
Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and 
Master  Mason.  On  entering  a 
lodge  of  Past  Masters  or  retiring 
therefrom  you  will  salute  the 
Right  Worshipful  - Master  with 
this  due-guard  and  sign. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — In  token  of 
the  continuance  of  my  brotherly  love  and  friendship  I 
take  you  by  the  right  hand.  Arise ! Let  me  now  have 
the  pleasure  of  conducting  you  to  the  Oriental  chair  of 
King  Solomon.  [Master  conducts  him  to  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  room  and  seats  him.  The  Master 
then  takes  his  right  hand  by  the  strong  grip  of  a 
Master  Mason,  or  lion’s  paw  (see  page  292),  and  the 
Senior  Warden  grasps  his  left  hand,  when  they  raise 
him  up  and  let  him  sit  down  several  times,  when  the 
Master  says :] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — This,  my  brother,  is  the 
way  and  manner  in  which  King  Solomon,  when  he  was 
old  and  infirm,  was  seated  in  the  Oriental  chair,  or  chair 
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of  State,  by  two  Fellow  Crafts,  who  attended  him  to 
and  from  his  seat  by  means  of  this  strong  grip.  [The 
Senior  Warden  resumes  his  seat,  when  the  Master  in- 
structs the  candidate  fully  in  the  grip.] 

GRIP  OF  A PAST  MASTER. 

Bight  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter (taking  candidate  by 
Master  Mason’s  grip  and 
putting  the  inside  of  his 
right  foot  to  that  of  can- 
didate, whispers) — Gib - 
Urn. 

Bight  Worshipful  Mas- 
ter— From  a grip  to  a 
span.  [Master  grasps  can- 
didate’s left  arm  just 
above  the  wrist  with  right 
hand,  and  right  arm  at 
elbow  with  left  hand,  and 
candidate  repeats  the 
words  and  grasps  Master 
in  like  manner.] 

Bight  Worshipful  Master  (continuing) — From  a span 
to  a grip.  [Master  quickly  puts  his  right  hand  on  back 
of  candidate,  saying:] — A two-fold  cord  is  strong. 

Candidate  (taking  Master  in  same  way,  being  prompt- 
ed)— A three-fold  cord  is  not  easily  broken. 

Bight  Worshipful  Master — The  name  of  this  grip  is 
Giblim,268  which  signifies  a stone-squarer.  This  cere- 
mony is  called  the  induction  into  the  Oriental  chair261* 

Note  268. — “The  Giblim.  or  the  Giblimltes,  were,  therefore,  stone- 
squarers,  or  Master  Masons.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  306. 

Note  269. — “The  candidate  receiving  this  degree  is  said  to  be  in- 
ducted into  the  Oriental  chair  of  King  Solomon.’  ” — Sickels’s  Moni- 
tor, Part  2,  page  20. 
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of  King  Solomon,  without  which  induction  no  one  can 
be  installed  Master  of  a lodge;  and  it  admonishes  us 
ever  to  remember  that  the  wisest,  best  and  most  exalted 
of  men  are  at  all  times  dependent  upon  the  charity  of 
their  fellows  and  the  bounty  of  Divine  Providence. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — I now  present  you  with 
the  jewel  of  your  office  [hands  him  a Master’s  jewel], 
which  is  a square,  and  I trust  that  you  will  prove  a 
square  stone  in  the  Temple  of  Masonry. 

I notv  present  you  with  the  three  great  lights  of  Ma- 
sonry, which  are  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass, 
and  within  that  sacred  book  you  will  find  all  that  is 
necessary  for  your  counsel  and  guidance. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — I now  present  you  with 
the  charter,  or  warrant,  of  the  lodge,  empowering  you 
to  do  all  regular  Masonic  work. 

I now  present  you  with  the  Book  of  Constitutions, 
which  you  are  to  carefully  study  and  see  that  they  are 
not  infringed. 

I now  present  you  with  the  by-laws  of  the  lodge, 
which  you  are  also  to  carefully  study  and  see  them 
strictly  enforced. 

I now  present  you  with  the  records  of  the  lodge, 
which  you  are  to  see  correctly  kept,  that  nothing  is  im- 
properly committed  to  paper,  and  for  this  reason  you 
are  to  have  a general  supervision  of  the  duties  of  the 
Secretary. 

As  King  Solomon  wore  a crown  as  an  emblem  of  roy- 
al dignity,  so  as  a mark  of  distinction,  and  agreeably  to 
an  ancient  custom  from  time  immemorial  among  the 
fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  you  as  Master 
of  the  lodge  are  to  be  covered  while  the  rest  of  the  breth- 
ren remain  uncovered. 
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I now  present  you  with  the  gavel,  which  is  an  em- 
blem of  power  and  the  badge  of  your  authority,  one 
knock  of  which  calls  the  lodge  to  order,  and  in  open- 
ing and  closing  the  Deacons  rise;  two  knocks  calls  up 
the  remainder  of  the  subordinate  officers ; three  knocks 
calls  up  the  entire  lodge,  and  one  again  seats  them. 

Having  been  duly  elected  and  installed,  with  the 
charter,  or  warrant,  empowering  you  to  work,  the  three 
great  lights  in  proper  position,  and  a constitutional 
number  of  brethren  present,  the  gavel  in  your  hand  is 
truly  an  emblem  of  power;  for  should  the  brethren  at 
any  time  be  in  danger  of  infringing  the  constitution  or 
ancient  landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  it  will  be  your  duty 
with  one  knock  of  the  gavel  to  call  them  to  order;  and 
should  an  emergency  ever  arise  when  it  would  be  be- 
yond your  power  to  control  them,  it  would  also  be  your 
duty  to  close  the  lodge,  sooner  than  permit  them  to  in- 
fringe the  constitution  or  ancient  landmarks  of  Free- 
masonry, and  you  violate  the  obligations  that  you  have 
just  taken  at  the  sacred  altar.  I will  now  conduct  you 
to  your  seat,  once  so  ably  filled  by  our  Grand  Master, 
Solomon,  King  of  Israel,  and  I trust  a portion  of  his 
wisdom  will  rest  upon  and  abide  with  you.  [Master 
conducts  candidate  to  the  Master’s  chair  in  the  east,  and 
says:]  You  will  give  three  knocks  with  your  gavel. 
[Candidate  does  so,  when  the  lodge  rises.] 

Retired  Master — Brethren,  behold  your  Master;27*  let 

Note  270. — “The  Past  Master’s  degree  presents  us  with  a pecu- 
liar feature  in  the  symbolism  of  the  Masonic  system.  While,  as 
Masons,  we  admit  the  general  equality  of  men  in  their  relation  to 
their  common  Creator,  and  acknowledge  with  proper  humility  that 
we  are  all  traveling  on  the  level  of  time  to  ‘that  undiscovered  cgu? 
try  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns,’  we  do  not  deny  the 
advantage  and  propriety  of  distinctions  in  society,  based  on  the  dif- 
ference of  talent,  virtue  and  position  ; and  we  know  that  while 
some  must  rule  and  govern,  others  must  of  necessity  be  called  upon 
to  obey.  It  is  to  this  view  of  the  gradations  of  society  that  the 
fifth  degree  alludes  in  its  ceremonies  and  instructions.” — Mackey’i 
Ritualist,  page  297. 
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us  salute  him  with  the  honors.  [All  form  in  a proces- 
sion and  march  in  single  file  around  the  lodge,  being 
led  by  the  retiring  Master,  followed  by  the  other  offi- 
cers according  to  rank,  and  as  each  comes  in  front  of 
the  Master’s  station  the  first  time  each  salutes  the  new 
Master  with  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  an  Entered 
Apprentice ; second  time  around  with  the  due-guard  and 
sign:  of  a Fellow  Craft,  and  the  third  time  the  due- 
guard  and  sign  of  a Master  Mason,  while  singing  the 
following 

INSTALLATION  ODE. 

“Hail ! Masonry  divine, 

Glory  of  ages  shine  ; 

Long  may’st  thou  reign! 

Where’er  thy  lodges  stand, 

May  they  have  great  command, 

And  always  grace  the  land ; 

Thou  art  divine. 

“Great  fabrics  still  arise, 

And  grace  the  azure  skies — 

Great  are  thy  schemes ; 

Thy  noble  orders  are 
Matchless  beyond  compare ; 

No  art  with  thee  can  share ; 

Thou  art  divine. 

“Hiram,  the  architect, 

Did  all  the  craft  direct 
How  they  should  build; 

Sol’mon,  great  Israel’s  king, 

Did  mighty  blessings  bring, 

And  left  us  room  to  sing, 

Hail ! Royal  Art !” 

— Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  173. 

Retired  Master — Seat  the  lodge  by  one  knock  with 
your  gavel.  TThe  acting  Master  gives  one  rap,  and  the 
lodge  is  seated.] 

Retired  Master — Worshipful  brother,  the  duties  ap- 
pertaining to  the  chair271  are  many  and  various;  they 

Note  271. — “It  is  symbolic  of  the  good,  the  wise,  and  the  just 
ruler — whether  it  be  of  the  sovereign  over  his  people,  the  master 
over  his  household,  or  the  father  over  his  children.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist , page  298. 
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consist  in  opening,  instructing,  and  closing  lodges;  in- 
itiating, passing  and  raising  Masons;  presiding  at  fu- 
neral obsequies,  and  all  other  duties  connected  there- 
with. 

To  assist  you  in  the  discharge  of  these  many  and  va- 
rious duties,  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  have  subordinate 
officers.  I perceive  the  offices  are  now  vacant.  I be- 
lieve brother  A.  B.  was  acting  as  Senior  Warden.  He 
will,  perhaps,  resume  his  station  if  you  ask  him.  Broth- 
er C.  D.  was  acting  as  Junior  Warden.  He  will,  per- 
haps, take  that  station  if  you  wish.  [Candidate,  as 
Master,  asks  the  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens  to  con- 
tinue to  act  as  such,  when  they  resume  their  stations.] 

Retired  Master — Worshipful  brother,  there  is  one 
officer  which  the  brethren  claim  the  right  to  elect,  and 
that  is  the  Treasurer,  he  having  the  custody  of  the 
funds  of  the  lodge,  in  which,  of  course,  they  feel  a deep 
interest.  You  will  call  on  them  to  nominate  a Treasurer. 

Candidate  (as  Bight  Worshipful  Master) — Brethren, 
you  will  please  nominate  a Treasurer.  [Several  nomi- 
nations are  made,  debate  and  general  discord  follows, 
and  a member  seizes  the  charter  and  carries  it  into  the 
ante-room.] 

Retired  Master — Worshipful  brother,  if  T remember 
rightly  you  swore  that  you  would  use  your  best  en- 
deavors to  preserve  order,  peace  and  harmony  among 
the  craft.  I trust  you  will  not  forget  your  obligation. 
[The  candidate,  or  new  Master,  raps  away  in  vain27"  un- 
til the  member  returns  the  charter,  when  all  come  to 
order.] 

Note  272. — “The  ceremonies  of  the  degree,  when  properly  con- 
ferred, Inculcate  a lesson  of  diffidence  in  assuming  the  responsibili- 
ties of  an  office  without  a due  preparation  for  the  performance  oi 
its  duties.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art.  Past  Master. 
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Retired  Master — My  brother,  this  has  not  been  done 
to  impose  npon  you,  or  excite  mirth  at  your  expense. 
It  is  a scene  through  which  every  Master  of  a lodge 
from  time  immemorial  has  been  compelled  to  pass  to 
qualify27  3 him  for  the  discharge  of  the  important  duties 
that  devolve  upon  all  who  wield  the  gavel  in  the  east. 
It  is  designed,  notwithstanding  its  apparent  confusion, 
as  a lasting  impression  on  your  mind,  and  the  minds  of 
us  all,  the  use  of  the  several  implements  of  our  profes- 
sion, and  also  the  importance  of  a thorough  knowledge' 
of  the  tenets  and  principles  of  our  time-honored  insti- 
tution. The  gavel  is  the  power  of  your  office;  but  a 
lodge  without  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass,  a 
charter,  or  warrant,  is  not  legally  constituted.  Some 
one  had  taken  away  your  charter,  and  your  gavel  had 
then  no  more  power.  I trust  you  will  not  forget  this 
important  lesson. 

A Member — I move  that  the  lodge  be  closed  without 
form.  [Some  one  seconds  it.] 

Candidate  (as  Right  Worshipful  Master) — Brethren, 
it  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  lodge  be  closed  with- 
out form.  [Interrupted  by  retired  Master.] 

Retired  Master — Worshipful  brother,  stop.  You  have 
sworn  that  you  will  not  open  or  close  a lodge  without 
giving  or  causing  to  he  given  a lecture,  or  a part  of  a 
lecture.  Let  this  be  a lesson  to  you,  never  to  lose  sight 
of  the  solemn  obligations  you  have  taken.  If  you  wish, 
I will  take  the  chair,  give  a lecture  or  part  of  one,  and 
close  the  lodge  for  you.  [Candidate  surrenders  the 

Note  273. — -“It  Inculcates  by  appropriate,  yet  singular,  ana  soir— 
times,  unfortunately,  perverted  ceremonies,  the  necessity  of  jutc- 
ment,  discretion,  wisdom,  firmness,  and  determination  in  nun  who 
undertakes  to  govern  his  feilowmen  ; and  of  obedience,  submission, 
order,  and  d’scipline  in  those  who  would  live  happily  and  quietly 
under  constituted  authority.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  298. 
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Master’s  chair,  when  the  Right  Worshipful  proceeds, 
in  some  instances,  to  give  part  or  all  of  the  lecture  of 
the  degree,  found  in  the  next  chapter,  generally  in  nar- 
rative form,  but  in  rare  instances  in  catechetical  form, 
assisted  by  the  Senior  Warden.  Oftener  no  part  of  the 
lecture  is  given  except  in  the  closing  ceremonies,  but 
the  Master  proceeds  to  give  the  following:] 

“charge. 

“Brother , The  Conferring  at  this  time  of  a de- 

gree which  has  no  historical  connection  with  the  other 
capitular  degrees,  is  an  apparent  anomaly,  which,  how- 
ever, is  indebted  for  its  existence  to  the  following  cir- 
cumstances : 

“Originally,  when  Royal  Arch  Masonry  was  under  the 
government  of  symbolic  lodges,  in  which  the  Royal 
Arch  degree  was  then  always  conferred,  it  was  a regula- 
tion that  no  one  could  receive  it  unless  he  had  previ- 
ously presided  as  the  Master  of  that  or  some  other 
lodge;  and  this  restriction  was  made  because  the  Royal 
Arch  was  deemed  too  important  a degree  to  be  con- 
ferred only  on  Master  Masons. 

“But,  as,  by  confining  the  Royal  Arch  to  those  only 
who  had  been  actually  elected  as  the  presiding  officers 
of  their  lodges,  the  extension  of  the  degree  would  have 
been  materially  circumscribed,  and  its  usefulness  great- 
ly impaired,  the  Grand  Master  often  granted,  upon  due 
petition,  his  dispensation  to  permit  certain  Master  Ma- 
sons (although  not  elected  to  preside  over  their  lodges) 
‘to  pass  the  chair / which  was  a technical  term,  intended 
to  designate  a brief  ceremony,  by  which  the  candidate 
was  invested  with  the  mysteries  of  a Past  Master,  and, 
like  him,  entitled  to  advance  in  Masonry  as  far  as  the 
Royal  Arch,  or  the  perfection  and  consummation  of  the 
third  degree. 
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“When,  however,  the  control  of  the  Eoyal  Arch  was 
taken  from  the  symbolic  lodges  and  intrusted  to  a dis- 
tinct organization — that,  namely,  of  Chapters — the  reg= 
illation  continued  to  be  observed,  for  it  was  doubtful 
to  many  whether  it  could  legally  be  abolished;  and,  as 
the  law  still  requires  that  the  august  degree  of  Royal 
Arch  shall  be  restricted  to  Past  Masters,  our  candidates 
are  made  to  pass  the  chair  simply  as  a preparation  and 
qualification  toward  being  invested  with  the  solemn  in- 
structions of  the  Royal  Arch. 

“The  ceremony  of  passing  the  chair,  or  making  you 
in  this  manner  a Past  Master,  does  not,  however,  con- 
fer upon  you  any  official  rank  outside  of  the  Chapter, 
nor  can  you  in  a symbolic  lodge  claim  any  peculiar 
privileges  in  consequence  of  your  having  received  in 
the  Chapter  the  investiture  of  the  Past  Master’s  de- 
gree. Those  who  receive  the  degree  in  symbolic  lodges 
as  a part  of  the  installation  service,  when  elected  to 
preside,  have  been  properly  called  ‘Actual  Past  Masters/ 
while  those  who  pass  through  the  ceremony  in  a Chap- 
ter, as  simply  preparatory  to  taking  the  Royal  Arch, 
are  distinguished  as  ‘Virtual  Past  Masters/  to  show 
that,  with  the  investiture  of  the  secrets,  they  have  not 
received  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  degree. 

“With  this  brief  explanation  of  the  reason  why  this 
degree  is  now  conferred  upon  you,  and  why  you  have 
been  permitted  to  occupy  the  chair,  you  will  retire,  and 
suffer  yourself  to  be  prepared  for  those  further  and  pro- 
founder researches  into  Masonry,  which  can  only  be 
consummated  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree.” — Mackey's 
Ritualist , page  308. 

[The  Right  Worshipful  Master  now  usually  asks 
some  “bright”  Mason  to  post  the  new-made  brother  in 
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the  lecture  of  the  degree,  after  which  he  proceeds  with 
the 

CLOSING  CEREMONIES, 

Which  are  the  same  as  those  of  previous  degrees,  with 
trifling  variations  to  suit  the  degree.] 

The  following,  Mackey  gives  as  a 

“PRAYER  AT  CLOSING  A LODGE  OF  PAST  MASTERS  : 

“Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  accept  our 
humble  praises  for  the  many  mercies  and  blessings 
which  thy  bounty  has  conferred  on  us,  and  especially 
for  this  friendly  and  social  intercourse.  Pardon,  we 
beseech  thee,  whatever  thou  hast  seen  amiss  in  us  since 
we  have  been  together;  and  continue  to  us  thy  pres- 
ence, protection,  and  blessing.  Make  us  sensible  of  the 
renewed  obligations  we  are  under  to  love  thee  supreme- 
ly, and  to  be  friendly  to  each  other.  May  all  our  irreg- 
ular passions  be  subdued,  and  may  we  daily  increase  in 
Faith , Hope  and  Charity , but  more  especially  in  that 
Charity  which  is  the  bond  of  peace,  and  the  perfection 
of  every  virtue.  May  we  so  practice  thy  precepts  that 
we  may  finally  obtain  thy  promises,  and  find  an  en- 
trance through  the  gates  into  the  temple  and  city  of 
our  God/' — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  311. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Amen. 

Brethren — So  mote  it  be. 

Right  Worshipful  Master — In  the  name  of  God  and 
the  Holy  Saints  John  I declare  this  lodge  of  Past  Mas- 
ter Masons  closed  in  due  form. 

Right  Worshipful  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Junior 
Deacon,  inform  the  Tyler.  [He informs  the  Tyler  in 
the  usual  way.] 

Right  Worshipful  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon, 
take  charge  of  the  altar.  [Senior  Deacon  closes  Bible, 
and  puts  square  and  compass  on  it,  and  all  lay  aside 
their  Masonic  clothing.] 


CHAPTER  XXL 

Fifth,  or  Past  Master’s  Degree. 

[second  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

LECTURE. 

Examiner — Are  you  a Past  Master  ? 

Candidate — I have  the  honor  so  to  be. 

Examiner ■ — How  gained  you  that  distinguished 
honor  ? 

Candidate — By  having  been  duly  elected  and  installed 
to  preside  over  a regular  constituted  lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons. 

Examiner — How  shall  I know  you  to  be  a Past  Mas- 
ter? 

Candidate — From  a grip  to  a span,  from  a span  to  a 
grip. 

Examiner — Where  were  you  made  a Past  Master? 

Candidate — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of  Past 
Masters. 

Examiner — What  were  the  principal  circumstances 
attending  your  installation? 

Candidate — I was  admitted  to  the  lodge  without  cer- 
emony, conducted  to  a seat,  and  after  being  duly  elected 
to  preside,  was  presented  for  installation,  first  being 
taught  to  approach  the  east,  advancing  by  five  upright 
regular  steps,  my  body  erect  at  the  altar  before  the 
Right  Worshipful  Master  in  the  east. 

Examiner — -What  did  the  Right  Worshipful  Master 
then  do  with  you? 
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Candidate — He  made  me  a Past  Master  in  due  form. 

Examiner — What  was  that  due  form  ? 

Candidate — Kneeling  on  both  knees,  my  body  erect, 
and  both  hands  resting  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and 
compass;  in  which  due  form  I took  the  obligation  of  a 
Past  Master. 

Examiner — Repeat  it.  [Candidate  repeats  it.  See 
page  431.] 

Examiner — After  taking  the  obligation,  what  did 
you  discover? 

Candidate — The  Right  Worshipful  Master  approach- 
ing me  from  the  east,  under  the  due-guard  and  sign  of 
a Past  Master,  who,  in  token  of  the  continuance  of  his 
brotherly  love  and  friendship,  took  me  by  the  right 
hand,  ordered  me  to  arise,  and  inducted  me  into  the 
Oriental  chair2  7 4 of  King  Solomon. 

Examiner — Have  you  any  signs  belonging  to  this  de- 
gree? 

Candidate — I have  several. 

Examiner — Give  me  a sign.  [Candidate  gives  due- 
guard,  as  explained  page  433.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  due-guard  of  a Past  Master. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has,  to  the  penalty  of  my  obligation. 

Examiner — Give  me  another  sign.  ["Candidate  gives 
the  Past  Master’s  sign.  See  page  434.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  sign  of  a Past  Master. 

Note  274. — “While  the  other  degrees  Involve  the  duties  and  obli- 
gations of  the  various  stages  of  human  life,  this  degree  confines 
itself  to  the  consideration  of  only  one  aspect  of  these  many  duties  ” 

* — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  298. 
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Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has,  to  a portion  of  the  penalty  of  my 
obligation. 

Examiner — Give  me  a grip.  [Candidate  takes  Ex- 
aminer by  Past  Master’s  grip,  saying  with  him,  “From 
a grip  to  a span,  from  a span  to  a grip,”  as  positions  are 
changed.  See  page  435.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate— The  grip  of  a Past  Master. 

Examiner — Has  it  a name? 

Candidate — It  has. 

Examiner — Give  it. 

Candidate — Giblim. 

Examiner — What  does  it  signify? 

Candidate — Stone-squarer. 

Examiner — With  what  were  you  then  presented? 

Candidate — The  jewel  of  my  office,  which  was  a 
square,  and  it  was  hoped  that  I would  prove  a square 
stone  in  the  Temple  of  Masonry. 

Examiner — With  what  were  you  next  presented? 

Candidate— The  three  great  lights  of  Masonry,  which 
are  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass;  and  was  in- 
formed that  within  that  sacred  book  I would  find  all 
that  was  necessary  for  my  counsel  and  guidance. 

Examiner — With  what  were  you  next  presented? 

Candidate — The  charter,  or  warrant,  of  the  lodge 
empowering  me  to  do  all  regular  Masonic  work. 

Examiner — With  what  were  you  next  presented  ? 

Candidate — The  book  of  constitutions,  which  I wras 
to  carefully  study,  and  see  that  it  was  not  infringed. 

Examiner— With  what  were  you  next  presented? 

Candidate — The  by-laws  of  the  lodge,  which  I was 
also  to  carefully  study,  and  see  them  strictly  enforced. 
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Examiner — With  what  were  you  next  presented? 

Candidate — The  records  of  the  lodge,  which  I was  to 
see  carefully  kept,  that  nothing  improper  might  be 
communicated  to  paper;  and  for  that  reason  I was  to 
have  a general  supervision  of  the  duties  of  the  Secre- 
tary. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  informed? 

Candidate — That  as  King  Solomon  wore  a crown  as 
an  emblem  of  royal  dignity,  so  as  a mark  of  distinction, 
and  agreeably  to  an  ancient  custom  from  time  imme- 
morial among  the  fraternity  of  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons, I,  as  Master  of  the  lodge,  was  to  be  covered  while 
the  rest  of  the  brethren  remained  uncovered. 

Examiner — With  what  were  you  next  presented? 

Candidate — The  gavel ; and  I was  informed  it  was 
the  emblem  of  power,  and  the  badge  of  my  authority, 
one  knock  of  which  calls  the  lodge  to  order,  and  in 
opening  and  closing  the  Deacons  rise;  two  knocks  calls 
up  the  remainder  of  the  subordinate  officers ; three 
knocks  call  up  the  entire  lodge,  and  one  knock  again 
seats  them. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  informed? 

Candidate — That  having  been  duly  elected  and  in- 
stalled, with  the  warrant  empowering  me  to  work,  the 
three  great  lights  in  their  proper  position,  and  a con- 
stitutional number  of  brethren  present,  the  gavel  in 
my  hands  was  truly  an  emblem  of  power;  for,  should 
the  brethren  at  any  time  be  in  danger  of  infringing  the 
constitution  or  ancient  landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  it 
would  be  my  duty  with  one  knock  of  the  gavel  to  call 
them  to  order;  and  should  any  emergency  ever  arise 
when  it  would  be  beyond  my  power  to  control  them,  it 
would  also  be  my  duty  to  close  the  lodge,  sooner  than 
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permit  them  to  infringe  the  constitution  or  ancient 
landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  and  I violate  the  obligation 
that  I had  just  taken  at  the  sacred  altar. 

Examiner — How  were  you  then  disposed  of? 

Candidate — I was  conducted  to  my  station,  once  so 
ably  filled  by  our  Grand  Master,  Solomon,  King  of 
Israel,  and  it  was  hoped  that  a portion  of  his  wisdom 
would  rest  upon  and  abide  with  me. 

Examiner — What  are  the  duties  pertaining  to  the 
chair  ? 

Candidate — They  are  many  and  various. 

Examiner — In  what  do  they  consist  ? 

Candidate — In  opening,  instructing,  and  closing 
lodges;  initiating,  passing  and  .raising  Masons;  presid- 
ing at  funeral  obsequies,  and  all  other  duties  connected 
therewith.  [See  remarks  about  closing  ceremonies  at 
Hose  of  chapter  XX.] 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  PAST  MASTER’S  DEGREE 

The  Royal  Arch  Degrees  a Growth  from  the  Blue  Lodge. 
France  and  Germany  Hotbeds  of  Masonry. — Masonry  a Lie 
from  Beginning  to  End. — A System  of  Sacrilege  and  Blasphemy. 
— The  Only  Institution  in  All  History  which  Strikes  Christ’s 
Name  from  the  Bible. 

We  have  repeatedly  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Masonic  prayers  are  Christless,  and  that  men  of  all 
religions,  or  no  religion,  are  taught  that  these  Christ- 
less prayers  and  the  ceremonies  which  accompany 
them,  may  be  innocently  employed.  We  call  atten- 
tion, in  our  brief  study  of  this  degree,  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  Christless  prayers  of  the  Order  are 
used.  In  the  opening  of  the  lodge  in  this  degree,  the 
Right  Worshipful  Master  says:  “Brethren,  let  us 

reverently  invoke  the  blessing  of  deity.’ ’ He  then 
recites  a prayer  which  contains  no  confession  of  sin, 
no  petition  for  pardon,  no  recognition  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  no  mention  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  he  closes  this 
Christless  prayer  with  these  words:  “And  we  beseech 
thee,  0 Lord  God,  to  bless  our  present  assemblage,  and 
to  illuminate  our  minds  that  we  may  walk  in  the  light 
of  thy  countenance;  and  when  the  trials  of  our  pro- 
bationary state  are  over,  be  admitted  into  the  temple 
not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens.” 

In  the  closing  prayer  for  the  lodge  of  Past  Masters 
the  reader  will  observe  that  once  more  there  is  a 
Christless  prayer  containing  no  confession  of  sin,  no 
petition  for  pardon,  no  mention  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  that  concluding  it  the  petition  is:  “May  we  so 
practice  thy  precepts  that  we  may  finally  obtain  thy 
promises  and  find  an  entrance  through  the  gates  into 
the  temple  and  city  of  our  God.  ’ ’ 
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let  in  tlie  face  of  such  words  as  these,  repeated 
oyer  and  over  again,  in  this  and  in  other  degrees,  there 
are  lodge  men  who  profess  to  be  well  informed,  who 
declare  that  Free  Masonry  is  not  a religion,  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  religion,  and  that  Christian  men  may 
properly  be  associated  with  it.  • 

AN  HONORARY  DEGREE 

The  careful  reader  of  this  ritual  for  the  Past  Mast- 
er’s degree  will  be  deeply  impressed  with  the  thought 
that  the  degree  is  not  written  because  a man  had 
something  to  say,  or  do,  but  because  they  were  com- 
pelled to  say  or  do  something.  The  Past  Master  of  a 
lodge  is  a man  who  has  been  elected  to  the  office  of 
Worshipful  Master;  who  has  performed  the  duties  of 
that  office  and  retired  from  it.  The  reason  for  his  title 
is  obvious.  He  is  called  a past  master  because  he  is 
a past  master.  But  in  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  the 
only  reason  for  the  degree,  so  far  as  one  may  under- 
stand, is  to  secure  the  sport  and  the  money  involved 
in  the  initiation.  Certainly  there  is  no  other  motive 
apparent.  The  man  is  taught  that  he  is  not  really 
a Master;  that  he  has  no  claim  to  the  honor  or  re- 
sponsibilities of  that  position ; but  that  he  has  simply 
been  made  a theoretical  or  ritualistic  past  master ; yet 
when  he  comes  to  his  obligation  he  is  once  more  sworn 
to  keep  secret  what  he  learns,  to  obey  orders  which  he 
receives,  to  do  things  that  he  is  required  to  do  by 
members  of  the  Order,  under  the  sign  of  the  Order, 
to  be  very  pleasant  and  gentlemanly  with  such  per- 
sons, never  to  close  a lodge  without  giving  some  por- 
tion of  a lecture,  never  to  cheat  or  defraud  a Mason  or 
a lodge  of  that  degree;  and  these  obligations  to  con- 
ceal and  to  obey  are  enforced  by  the  penalty  of  having 
his  tongue  split  from  tip  to  root,  if  he  should  violate 
his  promises. 

DEFILING  THE  TEMPLE  OF  GOD 

Any  careful  reader  of  this  work  will  feel  at  times 


satan’s  plan  to  defile,  deface  and  defame  men.451 

a wonder  why  Masons  put  their  candidates  through 
such  ridiculous  ceremonies  as  are  found  in  the  Order. 
When  there  are  so  many  decorous  and  impressive 
things  that  can  be  said  and  done,  men  will  marvel,  do 
marvel,  that  full  grown  persons  should  indulge  in 
such  ridiculous  and  foolish  ceremonies  as  are  found 
in  Free  Masonry,  and  similar  Orders.  There  are  new 
developments  in  every  degree  which  causes  this  ques- 
tion to  arise.  In  the  one  before  us,  the  candidate  is 
purposely  made  ridiculous  in  the  presence  of  the  men 
who  are  in  the  Chapter.  Why  should  he  be  thus 
mortified  and  embarrassed?  Probably  the  human 
reason  is  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Masons  present; 
that  they  may  have  the  pleasure,  which  small  and 
inferior  minds  receive,  from  seeing  other  persons  mor- 
tified and  embarrassed.  All  who  are  fairly  well  in- 
formed as  to  human  nature  know  that  there  is  a pleas- 
ure for  persons  of  that  character  in  situations  such  as 
are  found  in  the  ritual  of  this  degree.  This  will  be  a 
sufficient  explanation  from  the  human  side,  but  as 
already  stated,  one  must  always  ask  what  Satan  meant 
when  inventing  the  lodge  degree,  as  well  as  what  men 
meant,  and  what  he  intended  was  no  doubt  to  defile 
and  deface  and  defame  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  human  body  is  God’s  only  house  on  earth.  He 
says  in  his  Bible:  ‘T  will  dwell  in  thee  and  walk  in 
thee”;  and  repeatedly  the  Holy  Spirit  exclaims,  “Do 
ye  not  know  that  your  bodies  are  the  temples  of  the 
Holy  Spirit?”  As  vile  and  wicked  men  take  delight 
in  defacing  sacred  structures,  so  Satan,  who  is  the 
author  of  all  vileness,  and  the  god  of  all  organizations 
like  Free  Masonry,  takes  delight  in  humiliating  men 
through  their  bodies,  and  so  this  Past  Master  in  his 
initiation  is  caused  to  feel  ridiculous  and  foolish  by 
situations  into  which  he  is  brought  in  order  that 
ignoble  men  may  find  pleasure,  and  that  Satan  may 
be  gratified  in  the  degradation  of  those  who  were  ere 
ated  in  the  image  of  God. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Sixth,  or  Most  Excellent  Master's"75  Degree, 
[third  degree  of  the  chapter.] 
opening  ceremonies. 

The  opening  ceremo- 
nies of  the  various  de- 
grees are  very  similar, 
and  the  opening  and  clos- 
ing ceremonies  of  the 
same  degree  are  , almost 
exactly  alike,  only  two  or 
three  slight  variations  in 
the  questions  and  an- 
swers, and  the  declaration  of  the  Master  that  the  lodge  is 
opened  or  closed,  make  up  the  difference. 

The  Junior  Deacon  gives  six  raps,  in  couplets,  in  in- 
forming the  Tyler;  the  Senior  Warden  says  he  will  be 
tried  by  the  keystone,  and  that  a lodge  of  Most  Excel- 
lent Masters  is  composed  of  two  or  more,  the  Most  Ex- 
cellent Master  and  the  Senior  Warden  when  of  only 
two,  and  gives  as  a reason  why  there  is  no  Junior  War- 
den in  the  south : 

“Because  just  before  the  completion  of  the  temple 
our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  was  slain,  as  we  have 

Note  275. — “A  lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters  consists,  besides 
the  Tyler,  of  the  following  seven  officers : Most  Excellent  Mas- 

ter, Senior  Warden,  Junior  Warden,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Senior 
Deacon,  Junior  Deacon. 

These  offices  are  filled  by  officers  of  the  Chapter  under  whose 
warrant  the  lodge  is  held,  in  the  following  order  : The  High  Priest, 

King,  and  Scribe  act  as  Master  and  Wardens  ; the  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  occupy  the  corresponding  stations ; the  Principal  So- 
journer acts  as  Senior  Deacon,  and  the  Royal  Arch  Captain  aa 
Junior  Deacon.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  320. 
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had  an  account  in  a preceding  degree.  At  the  dedica- 
tion, therefore,  as  no  one  had  been  appointed  to  fill  his 
place,  his  seat  was  vacant,  and  his  light  extinguished.” 

In  the  ceremonies  of  this  degree  it  will  be  found  that 
the  Junior  Warden  has  no  part  except  it  be  under  the 
name  of  “Marshal.”  Notwithstanding  the  statement 
that  this  lodge  is  composed  of  two  or  more,  there  must 
be  not  less  than  seven  officers.  (See  Note  22,  and  also 
Note  275.)  After  the  catechetical  exercises,  which  are 
given  in  full  in  Chapter  XXV.,  the  Senior  Warden  says : 

Senior  Warden — Brethren,  please  assemble  around 
the  altar  for  the  purpose  of  opening  this  lodge  of  Most 
Excellent  Master  Masons.  [All  form  in  a circle  around 
the  altar,  being  close  to  each  other,  with  a break  in  one 
place  for  the  Worshipful  Master  to  enter.  Then  all 
kneel  on  left  knee  and  join  hands,  each  giving  his  right- 
hand  neighbor  his  left  hand,  and  his  left-hand  brother 
his  right  hand,  their  left  arms  being  uppermost  and 
heads  bowed,  when  the  Master  reads  the  24th  Psalm, 
and  as  he  comes  to  the  expression  “King  of  Glory”  each 
time  he  advances  toward  the  kneeling  circle  of  breth- 
ren, and  when  finished  kneels  with  them,  thus  com- 
pleting the  circle.] 

OPENING  PSALM,  MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER’S  DEGREE. 

“The  earth  is  the  Lord’s  and  the  fulness  thereof : the 
world,  and  they  that  dwell  therein.  For  he  hath  found- 
ed it  upon  the  seas,  and  established  it  upon  the  floods. 
Who  shall  ascend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord?  or  who 
shall  stand  in  his  holy  place?  He  that  hath  clean 
hands  and  a pure  heart ; who  hath  not  lifted  up  his  soul 
unto  vanity,  nor  sworn  deceitfully.  He  shall  receive 
the  blessing  from  the  Lord,  and  righteousness  from  the 
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God  of  his  salvation.  This  is  the  generation  of  them 
that  seek  him,  that  seek  thy  face,  0 Jacob:  Lift  up 

your  heads,  0 ye  gates;  and  be  ye  lifted  up,  ye  ever- 
lasting doors,  and  the  King  of  Glory  shall  come  in. 
Who  is  this  King  of  Glory?  The  Lord,  strong  and 
mighty;  the  Lord,  mighty  in  battle.  Lift  up  your 
heads,  0 ye  gates;  even  lift  them  up  ye  everlasting 
doors,  and  the  King  of  Glory  shall  come  in.  Who  is 
this  King  of  Glory?  The  Lord  of  Hosts,  he  is  the 
King  of  Glory.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  321. 

[After  reading  the  foregoing,  when  the  Master  has 
knelt  with  the  rest,  they  lift  their  hands  and  arms  up 
and  down  six  times  together,  as  the  Master  counts  one, 
two,  three;  one,  two,  three,  when  led  by  the  Master  all 
repeat  the  Lord’s  prayer.  This  is  termed  balancing. 
Next  they  disengage  their  hands  and  lift  them  and  their 
eyes  heavenward,  turning  at  the  same  time  to  the  right 
and  extending  their  arms,  when  they  suffer  their  arms 
to  fall  to  their  sides.  This  is  termed  the  sign  of  aston- 
ishment. See  page  462.  The  due-guard  and  sign  of 
each  degree  from  first  to  sixth  are  now  given  in  order, 
the  Master  leading.] 

Most  Excellent  Master — In  the  name  of  God  and 
King  Solomon  I declare  this  lodge  of  Most  Excellent 
Masters  opened  in  form. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon  in- 
form the  Tyler.  [Junior  Deacon  gives  six  raps  in 
couplets,  Tyler  answers  with  six  raps,  then  each  gives 
one,  when  Junior  Deacon  informs  Tyler  and  reports :] 

Junior  Deacon — That  duty  is  performed,  Most  Excel- 
lent. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Sixth,  ok  Most  Excellent  Master’s2  7 8 Degree, 
[third  degree  of  the  chapter.] 


INITIATION. 

[The  Master  having  learned  there  is  a candidate  in 
waiting,  directs  the  Junior  Deacon  to  prepare  him.] 

PREPARATION  OF  CANDIDATE. 

Junior  Deacon  removes  candidate’s 
coat,  and  puts  a cable-tow  six  times 
around  his  body.  No  hoodwink  in 
this  degree. 

Senior  Deacon — There  is  an  alarm 
at  the  door  of  the  preparation  .room. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Attend  the 
alarm.  [Senior  Deacon  gives  six  raps 
in  couplets,  is  answered  by  same,  then 
one  rap  and  is  answered  by  one,  when 
he  opens  the  door,  saying,  “Who  comes 
^ here?”] 

preparation  Most  Junior  Deacon — A brother,  who  has 

Excellent  Master,  regularly  initiated  as  an  Entered 

Apprentice,  passed  to  the  degree  of  a Fellow  Craft, 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a Master  Mason, 
advanced  to  the  degree  of  a Mark  Master,  presid- 
ed as  Master277  in  the  chair,  and  now  wishes 


Note  276. — ‘'This  degree  has  special  reference  to  that  important 
period  when  the  temple  erected  by  King  Solomon  for  the  worship 
of  Jehovah  was  completed  and  consecrated  in  all  its  glory  and 
beauty.” — Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  27. 

Note  277. — “None  but  those  who,  through  diligence  and  indus- 
try, have  progressed  far  towrard  perfection ; none  but  those  who 
have  been  seated  in  the  Oriental  Chair  by  the  unanimous  suffrages 
of  their  brethren,  can  be  admitted  to  this  degree.” — Sickels’s  Monv 
tor.  Part  2,  page  28. 
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to  receive  further  light  in  Masonry  by  being  received 
and  aknowledged2  7 8 as  a Most  Excellent  Master.  [The 
next  questions  and  answers  are  the  same  exactly  as  in 
previous  degrees,  except  that  the  pass  given  in  each  de- 
gree is  different,  in  this  degree  being  Rabboni ; or  in 
some  lodges  the  Past  Master’s  word,  Giblim,  is  given. 
The  Senior  Deacon  having  informed  the  Master  and 
returned,  says :] 

Senior  Deacon — It  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
Most  Excellent  Master  that  the  brother  enter  this  lodge 
of  Most  Excellent  Masters.  [They  enter  a few  feet 
and  stop.] 

Senior  Deacon — My  brother,  it  is  the  will  and  pleas- 
ure of  the  Most  Excellent  Master  that  I receive  you 
into  this  lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters27  9 in  due  and 
ancient  form.  I receive  you  on  the  keystone  at  your 
right  breast,  which  is  to  teach  you  that,  as  the  rejected 
keystone  bound  together  the  principal  arch  and  com- 
pleted King  Solomon’s  temple,  so  do  the  tenets  of  our 
institution  bind  and  connect  us  into  one  common  band, 
or  brotherhood. 


RITE  OF  CIRCUM AMBULATION. 

[Candidate  is  now  conducted  six  times  around  the 
room,  while  the  Master  reads  the  following  passages 

Note  278. — “A  candidate  receiving  this  degree  is  said  to  be 
‘received  and  acknowledged  as  a Most  Excellent  Master.’  This 
alludes  to  the  reception  into  the  degree  by  King  Solomon,  and  his 
acknowledgment  of  the  skill  and  merits  of  those  upon  whom,  at 
the  completion  and  dedication  of  the  temple,  he  is  said  to  have 
originally  conferred  it.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  321.. 

Note  279. — ‘‘The  sixth  degree,  or  that  of  Most  Excellent  Master, 
is  as  intimately  connected  with  the  third,  or  Master  Mason’s,  as 
the  Mark  Master’s  is  with  that  of  the  Fellow  Craft.  The  Master 
Mason’s  degree  is  intended,  in  its  symbolic  design,  to  teach  the 
doctrines  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  and  the  immortality 
of  the  soul.  But  this  corruption  can  only  put  on  incorruption, 
and  this  mortal  put  on  immortality  by  a passage  through  the 
portals  of  the  grave.  And  here  the  degree  of  Most  Excellent 
Master  comes  forward  with  its  beautiful  symbolism,  to  represent 
the  man  prepared  to  enter  upon  that  eventful  passage.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist , page  312. 
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from  the  122d  Psalm,  and  beginning  at  the  Senior 
Warden’s  station  the  Warden  and  Master  each  give 
one  rap  the  first  time  he  passes  their  respective  sta- 
tions, two  raps  the  second  time,  etc.] 

“I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me  [Senior  Warden 
one  rap],  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  thg  Lord.  [Mas- 
ter one  rap.] 

“Our  feet  shall  stand  within  thy  gates,  0 Jerusalem. 
[S.  W.  two  raps.]  Jerusalem  is  builded  as  a city  that 
is  compact  together.  [Master  two  raps.] 

“Whither  the  tribes  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the  Lord, 
unto  the  testimony  of  Israel  [S.  W.  three  raps],  to  give 
thanks  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord.  [Master  three  raps.] 

“For  there  are  set  thrones  of  judgment  [S.  W.  four 
raps],  the  thrones  of  the  house  of  David.  [Master  four 
raps.] 

“Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem;  they  shall  prosper 
that  love  thee.  [S.  W.  five  raps.]  Peace  be  within  thy 
walls,  and  prosperity  within  thy  palaces.  [Master  five 
raps.] 

“For  my  brethren  and  companions’  sakes  I will  now 
say,  Peace  be  within  thee.  Because  of  [S.  W.  six  raps] 
the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God  I will  seek  thy  [Master 
six  raps]  good.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  322. 

[The  candidate  is  conducted  on  to  the  Senior  War- 
den’s station  in  the  west.] 

Senior  Deacon  (six  raps  in  couplets  in  front  of  Senior 
Warden.) 

Senior  Warden — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deacon — A brother,  who  [etc.,  same  as  at  the 
door.] 

Senior  Warden — Conduct  the  brother  to  the  Most 
Excellent  Master  in  the  east  for  final  examination  and 
instruction. 
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Senior  Deacon — (six  raps  in  front  of  Master.) 

Most  Excellent  Master — Who  comes  here? 

Senior  Deaon — A brother,  who  has  been  [etc.,  same 
as  at  the  door.]- 

Most  Excellent  Master 280 — Re-conduct  the  brother  to 
the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  who  will  teach  him 
how  to  approach  the  east  by  six  upright  regular  steps, 
his  feet  forming  the  right  angle  of  a perfect  square, 
his  body  erect  to  the  Most  Excellent  Master  in-  the  east. 
[Order  is  obeyed.] 

Senior  Deacon - — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it  is  the  will 
and  pleasure  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master  in  the  east, 
that  this  brother  he  taught  to  [etc.] 

Senior  Warden— You  will  see  that  the  Most  Excel-  ! 
lent  Master’s  orders  are  obeyed. 

Senior  Deacon  (to  candidate) — You  will  face  to  the 
east.  [Orders  are  obeyed  as  given.]  Step  off  with  your 
left  foot  as  an  Entered  Apprentice,  with  your  right 
foot  as  a Fellow  Craft,  with  your  left  foot  as  a Master 
Mason,  with  your  right  foot  as  a Mark  Master,  with 
your  left  foot  as  Past  Master.  Take  one  additional 
step  with  the  right  foot,  bringing  the  heel  of  the  left 
foot  to  the  heel  of  the  right  foot,  and  forming  the  right 
angle  of  a perfect  square.  Stand  erect. 

Senior  Deacon — Your  orders  have  been  obeyed,  Most 
Excellent. 

Most  Excellent  Master — My  brother,  you  are  again 
before  the  altar  of  Masonry,  where  you  are  about  to 
take  the  solemn  obligation  of  a Most  Excellent  Master. 

None  but  the  meritorious  and  praiseworthy;  none 
but  those  who,  through  diligence  and  industry,  have 

Note  280. — “The  Most  Excellent  Master  represents  King  Solo- 
mon, and  should  be  dressed  in  a crimson  robe,  wearing  a crown, 
anti  holding  a sceptre  in  his  hand.’’— Mackey's  Ritualist t page  321. 
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progressed  far  towards  perfection;  none  bnt  those  who 
have  been  seated  in  the  Oriental  chair  by  the  unani- 
mous suffrages  of  their  brethren,  can  be  knowingly  ad- 
mitted into  this  degree  of  Masonry.  Whoever  is  re- 
ceived and  acknowledged  as  a Most  Excellent  Master  it 
is  necessary  to  have  a perfect  knowledge2*1  of  all  the 
preceding  degrees.  You  will  therefore  perceive  that 
the  ties  of  this  new  obligation  are  no  less  weighty  than 
those  you  have  heretofore  taken;  yet,  as  before,  I am 
free  to  inform  you  that  it  contains  nothing  which  can 
conflict  with  the  duties  you  owe  to  your  God,  your  coun- 
try, your  neighbor,  or  yourself.  With  this  assurance  on 
my  part,  are  you  willing  to  take  such  an  obligation,  as 
all  Most  Excellent  Masters  have  taken  before  you  ? 

Candidate — I am. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Brother  Senior  Deacon,  place 
the  brother  in  due  form  to  be  made  a Most  Excellent 
Master. 

Senior  Deacon  (to  candidate) — Advance,  kneel  on 
both  knees,  your  body  erect,  and  both  hands  resting  on 
the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass. 

Senior  Deacon — The  brother  is  in  due  form,  Most  Ex- 
cellent. 

Most  Excellent  Master  (three  raps,  calling  up  the 
lodge) — You  will  repeat  your  name,  and  say  after  me: 

RITE  OF  SECRECY,  OR  OBLIGATION  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAS- 
TER. 

I , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the 

presence  of  Almighty  God  and  this  right  worshipful 
lodge,  erected  to  Him  and  dedicated  to  King  Solo- 

Note  281. — “In  Its  original  establishment,  when  the  Temple  of 
Jerusalem  was  finished,  and  the  fraternity  celebrated  the  cape- 
stone  with  great  joy,  it  is  demonstrable  that  none  but  those 
who  had  proved  themselves  to  be  complete  masters  of  their  pro- 
fession, were  admitted  to  this  honor ; and,  indeed,  the  duties 
incumbent  on  every  Mason,  who  is  ‘accepted  and  acknowledged’ 
as  a Most  Excellent  Master,  are  such  as  render  it  indispensable 
that  he  should  have  a perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  preceding 
degrees.” — Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  28. 
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mon,282  do  hereby  and  hereon,  most  solemnly  and  sin- 
cerely promise  and  swear,  as  I have  heretofore  done, 
but  with  these  additions : That  I will  not  communicate 
the  secrets  belonging  to  this  degree  to  any  one  of  an 
inferior  degree,  nor  to  any  person  or  persons  whatso- 
ever, except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful  brother  Most  Ex- 
cellent Master,  or  within  the  body  of  a just  and  lawfully 
constituted  lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters,  nor  unto 
him  or  them,  until  by  strict  trial,  due  examination  or 
lawful  information,  I shall  have  found  him  or  them  as 
lawfully  entitled  to  them  as  I am  myself. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  stand  to 
and  abide  by  all  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  a 
Most  Excellent  Master’s  lodge,  so  far  as  they  shall  come 
to  my  knowledge. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  answer 
and  obey  all  due  signs  and  summonses  sent  me  from  a 
lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters,  or  handed  me  by  a 
brother  of  this  degree,  if  within  the  length  of  my  cable- 
tow. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  dispense 
true  Masonic  light  and  knowledge  to  all  uninformed 
brethren,  so  far  as  I can  do  so,  and  they  applying  to  me 
therefor. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  dero- 
gate from  the  character  about  to  be  conferred  upon  me, 
it  being  that  of  a Most  Excellent  Master. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not 
cheat,  wrong  or  defraud,  a lodge  of  Most  Excellent 
Masters,  or  a brother  of  this  degree,  knowingly  or  will- 
fully. 

Note  282. — “Lodges  of  Most  Excellent  Masters  are  dedicated 
to  King  Solomon.’  ” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  321. 
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All  this  I most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation, 
or  secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever;  binding:  myself 
under  no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  breast 
torn  open,  my  heart  taken  out  and  exposed  to  rot  on  a 
dung-hill,  should  I in  the  least  knowingly  or  wilfully 
violate  this  my  Most  Excellent  Master’s  obligation.  So 
help  me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  perform- 
ance of  the  same. 

Most  Excellent  Master — In  token  of  your  sincerity  of 
purpose  in  these  solemn  engagements,  you  will  kiss  the 
Holy  Bible  now  open  before  you.  [Master  resumes  his 
hat  and  steps  back  a few  paces.] 

Most  Excellent  Master  (continuing) — My  brother, 
you  now  discover  me  approaching  you  from  the  east  un- 
der the  due-guard  and  sign  of  a Most  Excellent  Master. 

This  is  the  due-guard — [Master  makes  it,  as  follows :] 


DUE-GUARD,  OR  PENAL  SIGN,  MOST 


Hands  on  center  of  breast,  fin- 
gers just  touching  each  other,  and 
crooked,  as  if  to  tear  open  your 
breast,  which  is  the  penalty  in  this 
degree.  [See  cut.] 


Most  Excellent  Master  (contin- 
uing)— And  this  the  sign.  [Mas- 
ter makes  sign  of  astonishment- 
as  follows:] 


EXCELLENT  MASTER. 


Due-Guard,  or  Penal  Sign, 
Most  Excellent  Master. 
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SIGN,  OR  SIGN  OF  ASTONISHMENT, 
MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER. 

Hands  arid  arms  extended  forward 
and  upward,  eyes  rolled  back,  as 
shown  in  cut. 


Most  Excellent  Master— On  enter- 
ing a lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ters, or  retiring  therefrom,  yon  will 
salute  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
with  this  due-guard  and  sign. 


Sign  of  Astonishment, 
Most  Excellent  Master. 


Most  Excellent  Master  (continuing) — In  token  of  the 
further  continuance  of  my  brotherly  love  and  friend- 
ship, I present  you  with  my  right  hand,  and  with  it  the 
grip  and  word  of  a Most  Excellent  Master.  [Master 
gives  grip,  as  follows :] 


GRIP,  MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER. 

Grasp  right  hands, 
and  with  finger  on 
under  side  and 
thumb  on  top  press 
third  finger  near 

knuckle.  [See  cut.] 

[Master,  still  retaining  the  grip,  puts  the  inside  of 
his  right  foot  to  the  inside  of  the  right  foot  of  candi- 
date, and  whispers  in  his  ear,  Rabboni,  which  is  the  word 
of  this  degree.] 
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Most  Excellent  Master  (continuing) — When  the  tem- 
ple was  completed,  King  Solomon  went  in  to  view  it,  in 
order  to  see  that  it  conformed  in  every  particular  to  the 
pattern  given  for  its  construction  by  God  to  his  father 
David;  and  finding  every  part  complete  he  came  out, 
and  in  the  joy  of  his  heart  caught  Adoniram,  the  mas- 
ter builder,  by  the  right  hand,  exclaiming,  Rabboni /83 
which  signifies  Master,  or  Most  Excellent  Master.  This 
is  the  grip  of  a Most  Excellent  Master;  its  name  is 
Rabboni,  otherwise  called  the  covering  grip,  because  it 
covers  the  grips  of  the  preceding  degrees.  So  should  we 
as  Most  Excellent  Masters,  considering  that  man  in  his 
best  estate  is  subject  to  frailties  and  errors,  endeavor  to 
cover  his  faults  and  imperfections  with  the  broad  mantle 
of  charity  and  brotherly  love.  Arise.  [Candidate  rises, 
and  Master  resumes  his  station.  Formerly,  at  this  junc- 
ture the  craft  show  signs  of  impatience  and  become 
noisy,  when  the  Master  inquires  the  cause  of  the  con- 
fusion, and  the  Senior  Warden  asks:  “Is  not  this  the 
day  set  apart  for  the  celebration  of  the  cape-stone?”284 
at  which  the  Master  says,  “Ah,  I had  forgotten,”  etc.  It 
is  still  practiced  thus  in  some  lodges.  We  give  the  mod- 
ern form :] 

Most  Excellent  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  this 
is  the  day  and  the  hour  set  apart  for  the  completion 

Note  283. — “Hoffman  says,  in  the  Chronicles  of  Cartaphilus,  that 
Rabboni  imports  a higher  title  of  respect  than  Rab  or  Rabbi,  and 
confers  the  highest  possible  distinction  in  respect  to  wisdom  and 
learning — so  much  so,  that  it  is  said  to  be  conceded  only  to  seven 
persons  recorded  in  all  Jewish  history.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist 
page  324. 

Note  284. — “The  Cape  Stone,  or,  as  it  would  be  more  cor- 
rectly called,  the  cope-stone  (but  the  former  word  has  been  con 
secrated  to  us  by  universal  Masonic  usage),  is  the  topmost  stone 
of  a building.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  326.  . 
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and  dedication285  of  the  temple.  Yon  will  assemble  th« 
craft  for  the  purpose  of  participating  in  the  solemn 
ceremonies. 

Senior  Warden  (three  raps,  members  rise)— Crafts- 
men, you  will  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  participating 
in  the  solemn  ceremonies  of  completing  and  dedicating 
the  temple.286 

Marshal — Brethren,  form  in  procession  on  the  north 

y ' x 

side  of  the  lodge,  double  tile,  facing  the  east.  [The 
procession  is  formed  as  directed,  the  Master  and  Senior 
Warden  in  front,  the  senior  Deacon  and  Candidate 
standing  aside,  while  the  procession  moves  three  times 
around  the  altar  against  the  course  of  the  sun,  being  the 
reverse  of  the  rule  in  the  rite  of  circumambulation.  As 
they  march  they  sing  the  following:] 

"most  excellent  master’s  song/' 

“All  hail  to  the  morning  that  bids  us  rejoice ; 

The  Temple’s  completed,  exalt  high  each  voice  ; 

The  cape-stone  is  finished,  our  labor  is  o’er  ; 

The  sound  of  the  gavel  shall  hail  us  no  more. 

“To  the  power  Almighty,  who  ever  has  guided 

The  tribes  of  old  Israel,  exalting  their  fame  ; 

To  Him  who  hath  governed  our  hearts  undivided, 

Let’s  send  forth  our  voices  to  praise  His  great  name. 

“Companions  assemble  on  this  joyful  day 

(The  occasion  le  glorious)  the  keystone  to  lay  ; 

Fulfilled  is  the  promise,  by  the  Ancient  of  Days, 

To  bring  forth  the  cape-stone  with  shouting  and  praise.” 

— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  328. 

Note  285. — “The  celebration  of  the  cape-stone  is  a phrase  which 
really  signifies  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  the  ceremonies  of 
which  are  commemorated  in  this  degree.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  319. 

Note  286. — “The  temple  was  finished  in  the  short  space  of  seven 
years  and  six  months,  to  the  amazement  of  all  the  world,  when  the 
cape-stone  was  celebrated  by  the  fraternity  with  great  joy.  But 
their  joy  was  soon  interrupted  by  the  sudden  death  of  their  dear 
master,  Hiram  Abiff,  whom  they  decently  interred  in  the  lodge  near 
the  temple,  according  to  ancient  usage.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
314. 
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Most  Excellent  Master — Craftsmen,  nothing  now  re- 
mains to  be  done  for  the  completion  and  dedication  of 
the  temple  but  placing  the  keystone287  in  the  principal 
arch,  and  setting  the  ark  of  the  covenant.  [The  two 
pillars,  Jachin  and  Boaz,  described  page  190,  are  now 
brought  forward,  set  up  about  three  feet  apart,  and  a 
wooden  arch,  made  to  imitate  blocks  of  stone,  with  a 
place2”  left  for  the  keystone,  is  set  on  top  of  them 
when  the  Master  takes  the  keystone,  steps  up  in  a chair 
and  places  it  in  its  place  and  drives  it  down  with  six 
raps  of  the  gavel,2  when  the  procession  moves  part 
way  around  the  altar  again,  singing  the  next  verse  of 
the  song:] 

“There  Is  no  more  occasion 
For  level  or  plumb-line, 

For  trowel  or  gavel, 

For  compass  or  square.” 

Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  330. 

[As  they  come  to  the  arch,  each  in  turn  hang  thereon 
their  Masonic  clothing,  such  as  aprons  of  members, 
sashes,  collars,  and  jewels  of  officers.] 

Note  287. — “Masonic  teachers  have  not  agreed  in  determining 
what  was  the  particular  stone  referred  to  in  this  degree.  A few 
suppose  it  to  have  represented  the  last  and  highest  stone  placed 
in  the  temple.  If  this  were  the  case,  the  Mark  Master’s  keystone 
would  be  very  improperly  made  use  of  on  this  occasion,  for  it 
by  no  means  represents  the  highest  stone  of  the  temple.” — Mack- 
ey's Ritualist,  page  327. 

Note  288. — “In  my  own  recollection,  a promise  of  secrecy  was 
exacted  of  all  Most  Excellent  Masters  respecting  the  place  where 
the  keystone  was  deposited,  and,  although  this  usage  has  now  very 
generally  been  abandoned,  I have  the  most  satisfactory  reasons 
for  knowing  that  such  a promis  > constituted  a part  of  the  original 
OB.  (obligation)  of  the  degree.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  327. 

Note  289. — “The  stately  temple  was  completed.  It  towered  in 
all  its  grandeur.  It  was  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world. 
The  craftsmen  were  all  present  at  the  dedication. 

“They  had  no  more  occasion  for  level  or  plumb-line, 

For  trowel  or  gavel,  for  compass  or  square. 

“Their  work  was  all  finished,  and  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was 
about  to  be  brought  up  ‘out  of  the  city  of  David,  which  is  Zion.'  ” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  334. 
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Most  Excellent  Master — Brother  Marshal,  you  will 


Marshal — Brethren,  advance  with  the  ark.291  [The 
candidate  and  Senior  Deacon,  with  two  of  the  brethren, 
carry  the  ark  through  the  lines,  and  place  it  on  a stand 
or  pedestal  just  east  of  the  arch  and  the  pot  of  incense 
is  placed  on  it.] 

Marshal — Resume  your  places.  [They  pass  back 
through  the  lines,  when  the  procession  passes  on  around, 
singing :] 

“Our  works  are  completed, 

The  ark  safely  seated, 

And  we  shall  be  greeted 
As  workmen  most  rare.” 

— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  330. 

As  the  procession  pass  around  the  fifth  time  they  sing : 

“Now  those  that  are  worthy. 

Our  toils  who  have  shared. 

And  proved  themselves  faithful. 

Shall  meet  their  reward. 

Their  virtue  and  knowledge, 

Industry  and  skill, 

Have  our  approbation, 

Have  gained  our  good  will.” 

— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  331. 

Note  290. — “It  is  this  bringing  of  the  ark  into  the  temple  with 
shouting  and  praise,  and  depositing  it  in  the  holy  spot  where  it 
was  thenceforth  to  remain,  that  is  commemorated  by  a portion 
of  the  ceremonies  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  degree.” — Mack- 
ey’s Ritualist,  page  328. 

Note  291. — “After  Hiram  Abiff  was  mourned  for,  the  taber- 
nacle of  Moses  and  its  holy  relics  being  lodged  in  the  temple,  Solo- 
mon, in  a general  assembly,  dedicated  or  consecrated  it  by  solemn 
prayer  and  costly  sacrifices  past  number,  with  the  finest  music, 
vocal  and  instrumental,  praising  Jehovah,  upon  fixing  the  holy 
ark  in  its  proper  place  between  the  cherubim,  when  Jehovah  filled 
his  owm  temple  with  a cloud  of  glory.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
314. 
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The  sixth  time  around  the  procession  forms  a single 
hie,  the  Senior  Deacon  and  candidate  advance  near  the 
altar,  when  the  Master  greets  the  candidate  with  a 
hearty  natural  hand-shake,  and  each  of  the  officers  as 
they  pass  in  turn  do  the  same,  while  singing :] 

“We  accept  and  receive  them, 

Most  Excellent  Masters, 

Invested  with  honors, 

And  power  to  preside ; 

Among  worthy  craftsmen, 

Wherever  assembled, 

The  knowledge  of  Masons 
To  spread  far  and  wide.” 

— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  331. 


[The  Senior  Deacon,  with  candi- 
date, join  in  the  rear  of  the  proces- 
sion, which  soon  after  halts  and 
forms  around  the  altar,  the  arch, 
ark  and  pot  of  incense  being  inside, 
when  each  raises  his  arms  and  rolls 
his  eyes  upward,  making  the  “sign 
of  astonishment  or  admiration,” 
while  singing:] 

“Almighty  Jehovah  ! 

Descend  now  and  fill 
This  lodge  with  thy  glory, 

Our  hearts  with  good-will ! 

Preside  at  our  meetings, 

Assist  us  to  find 
True  pleasure  in  teaching 
Good  will  to  mankind. 


“Thy  wisdom  inspired 
The  great  institution  ; 

Thy  strength  shall  support  It 
Till  Nature  expire  ; 

And  when  the  creation 
Shall  fall  into  ruin, 

Its  beauty  shall  rise 
Through  the  midst  of  the  fire.” 

— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  331. 


Sign  of  Astonishment, 
Most  Excellent  Master. 


. Most  Excellent  Master  (reading) — “The  Lord  hath 
said  that  he  would  dwell  in  the  thick  darkness.  But  I 
have  built  an  house  of  habitation  for  thee,  and  a place 
for  thy  dwelling  forever.” — Sick  els s Mon.  Part  2,  p.  35. 
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Most  Excellent  Master  (continuing) — “And  he  saicf. 
Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  who  hath  with  his 
hands  fulfilled  that  which  he  spake  with  his  mouth  to 
my  father  David,  saying,  Since  the  day  that  I brought 
forth  my  people  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  I chose  no 
city  among  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  to  build  an  house  in, 
that  my  name  might  be  there ; neither  chose  I any  man 
to  be  a ruler  over  my  people  Israel;  but  I have  chosen 
Jerusalem,  that  my  name  might  be  there;  and  have 
chosen  David  to  be  over  my  people  Israel.  Now  it  was 
in  the  heart  of  David,  my  father,  to  build  an  house  for 
the  name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  But  the  Lord 
said  to  David,  my  father.  Forasmuch  as  it  was  in  thine 
heart  to  build  an  house  for  my  name,  thou  didst  well  in 
that  it  was  in  thine  heart;  notwithstanding,  thou  shalt 
not  build  the  house;  but  thy  son,  which  shall  come 
forth  out  of  thy  loins,  he  shall  build  the  house  for  my 
name.  The  Lord,  therefore,  hath  performed  his  word 
that  he  hath  spoken;  for  I am  risen  up  in  the  room  of 
David,  my  father,  and  am  set  on  the  throne  of  Israel, 
as  the  Lord  promised,  and  have  built  the  house  for  the 
name  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel ; and  in  it  have  I put 
the  ark,  wherein  is  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  that  he 
made  with  the  children  of  Israel.” — Sickels’s  Monitor , 
Part  2,  'page  35. 

PRAYER.39* 

Most  Excellent  Master  (recites  or  reads,  members 
kneel) — “And  now,  0 God  of  Israel,  let  thy  word,  I 
pray  thee,  be  verified,  which  thou  spakest  unto  thy  ser- 
vant David,  my  father.  But  will  God  indeed  dwell  on 

Note  292. — “May  we  not,  with  propriety,  say  that  the  splendid 
and  eloquent  prayer  of  our  Grand  Master,  although  it  is  not  ex- 
pressly incorporated  into  the  regular  body  of  Masonry,  constitutes, 
by  implication,  a portion  of  our  institution?” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
paye  335. 
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the  earth?  Behold,  the  heaven  and  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  thee;  how  much  less  this  house  that  I 
have  built!  Yet  have  thou  respect  unto  the  prayer  of 
thy  servant,  and  to  his  supplication,  0 Lord  my  God,  to 
hearken  unto  the  cry  and  to  the  prayer  which  thy  ser- 
vant prayeth  before  thee  today;  that  thine  eyes  may 
be  open  toward  this  house  night  and  day,  even  toward 
the  place  of  which  thou  hast  said,  My  name  shall  be 
there;  that  thou  mayest  hearken  unto  the  prayer  which 
thy  servant  shall  make  toward  this  place.  And  heark- 
en thou  to  the  supplication  of  thy  servant,  and  of  thy 
people  Israel,  when  they  shall  pray  toward  this  place; 
and  hear  thou  in  heaven,  thy  dwelling  place;  and  when 
thou  hearest,  forgive.  So  mote  it  be.  Amen/’ — Mack- 
ey's Ritualist , page  332. 

Most  Excellent  Master  (reading) — “Now  when  Solo- 
mon had  made  an  end  of  praying,  the  fire  came  down 
from  heaven  and  consumed  the  burnt- 
offering  and  sacrifices ; and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  filled  the  house.  And  the 
priest  could  not  enter  into  the  house  of 
the  Lord,  because  the  glory  of  the  Lord 
had  filled  the  Lord’s  house.  And  when 
all  of  the  children  of  Israel  saw  how  the 
fire  came  down,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  upon  the 
house,  they  bowed  themselves  with  their  faces  to  the 
ground  upon  the  pavement,  and  worshiped,  and  praised 
the  Lord,  saying,  For  he  is  good;  for  his  mercy  endur- 
eth  forever.”  [2  Chron.  7 : 1-4.] — Mackey's  Ritualist, 
page  333. 

[As  the  Master  comes  to  the  words  “they  bowed 
themselves,”  he  bows  with  the  rest,  and  all  join  hands.] 

Members  (in  concert) — For  he  is  good  [a  member 
throws  a piece  of  blazing  gum-camphor  or  similar  com- 
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bustible  material  into  the  pot  of  incense,  setting  it  on 
fire],  for  his  mercy  endureth  forever.  [These  words  are 
repeated  six  times  in  concert,  bowing  low  each  time, 
when  all  balance  six  times,  as  explained,  page  454,  when 
they  rise  and  balance  six  times.] 

Most  Excellent  Master  (having  returned  to  his  sta- 
tion)—Brother  Senior  Deacon,  conduct  our  newly  ac- 
knowledged brother293  to  the  east. 

Most  Excellent  Master — My  brother,  in  the  course  of 
the  ceremonies  you  have  received  an  additional  sign  to 
that  given  you  at  the  altar.  It  is  called  the  sign  of  ad- 
miration, and  alludes  to  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
our  ancient  brethren  who  were  present  and  permitted 
to  view  the  interior  of  that  magnificent  edifice  which 
King  Solomon  had  erected,  and  was  about  to  dedicate 
tc  the  service  of  the  Supreme  Being.  [See  page  467.] 

CHARGE,  MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER’S  DEGREE. 

Most  Excellent  Master — “Brother:  Your  admission 

to  this  degree  of  Masonry  is  a proof  of  the  good  opinion 
the  brethren  of  this  lodge  entertain  of  your  Masonic 
abilities.  Let  this  consideration  induce  you  to  be  care- 
ful of  forfeiting,  by  misconduct  and  inattention  to  our 
rules,  that  esteem  which  has  raised  you  to  the  rank 
which  you  now  possess. 

“It  is  one  of  your  great  duties,  as  a Most  Excellent 
Master,  to  dispense  light  and  truth294  to  the  uninformed 

Note  293. — “Masonic  tradition  informs  us  that  when  the  temple 
had  been  completed  and  dedicated  and  the  cape-stone  celebrated, 
King  Solomon  received  and  acknowledged  the  most  expert  of  the 
craftsmen  as  Most  Excellent  Masters ; he  invested  them  with  power 
to  travel  into  foreign  countries  in  search  of  employment,  and 
charged  them  to  dispense  light  and  truth  to  all  uninformed  breth- 
ren ; but  to  those  who  chose  to  remain  he  furnished  employment  in 
keeping  the  temple  in  repair.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  335. 

Note  294. — “Now  all  is  accomplished — the  spiritual  edifice  which 
it  was  given  to  man  to  erect ; that  ‘house  not  made  with  hands, 
eternal  in  the  heavens,’  upon  the  construction  of  which  he  has  been 
engaged,  day  by  day,  and  hour  by  hour,  from  his  first  entrance  into 
the  world,  has  become  a stately  and  finished  building,  and  there 
remains  no  more  to  be  done,  save  to  place  the  cape-stone,  DEATH, 
upon  its  summit.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  313. 
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Mason ; and  I need  not  remind  yon  of  the  impossibility 
of  complying  with  this  obligation  without  possessing 
an  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  lectures  of  each  de- 
gree. 

“If  you  are  not  already  completely  conversant  in  all 
the  degrees  heretofore  conferred  on  you,  remember  that 
an  indulgence,  prompted  by  a belief  that  you  will  apply 
yourself  with  double  diligence  to  make  yourself  so,  has 
induced  the  brethren  to  accept  you.  Let  it,  therefore, 
be  your  unremitting  study  to  acquire  such  a degree  of 
knowledge  and  information  as  shall  enable  you  to  dis- 
charge with  propriety;  the  various  duties  incumbent  on 
you,  and  to  preserve  unsullied  the  title  now  conferred 
upon  you  of  a Most  Excellent  Master.” — Sickels's  Mon- 
itor, Part  2,  page  lf.5. 

[The  Master  may  now  give  a portion  of  the  lecture 
in  some  form,  but  he  usually  asks  some  officer  or  mem- 
ber to  post  the  new-made  brother  in  the  lecture  pri- 
vately. See  next  chapter.] 


CHAPTER  XXIV 


Sixth,  or  Most  Excellent  Master's  Degree, 
[third  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

Examiner — Are  you  a Most  Excellent  Master?295 

Candidate — I am;  try  me. 

Examiner — How  will  you  be  tried? 

Candidate — By  the  keystone. 

Examiner — Why  by  the  keystone? 

Candidate — Because  at  the  completion  and  dedica- 
tion of  King  Solomon’s  temple2  9 6 and  the  placing  of 
that  stone  this  degree  was  founded. 

Examiner — Where  were  you  made  a Most  Excellent 
Master  ? 

Candidate — In  a regular  constituted  lodge  of  Most 
Excellent  Masters. 

Examiner — How  were  you  prepared? 

Candidate — In  my  full  dress,  and  invested  with  a 


Note  295. — “This — the  last  condition  of  man  on  earth,  when  all 
his  labors  have  been  completed,  when  he  is  about  to  lay  aside  for- 
ever all  his  projects  of  ambition,  of  pleasure,  or  of  business,  to  dis- 
solve the  ties  which  have  bound  him  to  the  companions  of  his  toils, 
and  to  go  forth  a wanderer  on  the  unknown  shores  of  eternity,  to 
abandon,  as  useless,  the  implements  of  this  world’s  work,  and  to 
leave  the  temple  of  life — is  the  solemn  scene  which  is  symbolically 
commemorated  in  the  impressive  ceremonies  of  the  Most  Excellent 
Master’s  degree.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  313. 

Note  296. — “If  we  are  correct  in  the  opinion  that  our  Order  was 
perfected  at  the  completion  of  the  temple,  or  even  established  after 
that  period,  but  associated  with  the  progress  of  that  building  and 
dedication,  then  we  may  very  reasonably  contend  that  every  rite  or 
event  connected  with  it  affords  a subject  for  Masonic  study  and  in- 
vestigation.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  335. 


LECTURE.  4? 3 

Past  Master’s  jewel,  in  which  situation  I was  conducted 
to  the  door  of  the  lodge  by  a brother. 

Examiner — How  gained  you  admission? 

Candidate — By  six  distinct  knocks. 

Examiner — To  what  do  those  knocks  allude? 

Candidate — To  the  sixth  degree  of  Masonry,  it  being 
that  on  which  I was  about  to  enter. 

Examiner — What  was  said  to  you  from  within? 

Candidate — Who  comes  here? 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — A brother,  who  has  been  regularly  in- 
itiated as  an  Eentered  Apprentice  [etc.,  see  page  45,5]. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  asked? 

Candidate — If  it  was  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord ; 
if  I was  worthy  and  well  qualified,  duly  and  truly  pre- 
pared, and  if  I had  made  suitable  proficiency  in  the 
preceding  degrees?2  9 7 All  of  which  being  answered  in 
the  affirmative,  I was  asked  by  what  further  right  or 
benefit  I expected  to  gain  admission? 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Examiner — Give  me  the  pass. 

Candidate — Mark  well  [the  word]. 

Examiner — What  followed  ? 

Candidate — I was  directed  to  wait  with  patience  un- 
til the  Most  Excellent  Master  was  informed  of  my  re- 
quest and  his  answer  returned. 

Examiner — What  answer  did  he  return? 

Candidate — Let  him  enter  and  be  received  in  due  and 
ancient  form. 

Examiner — How  were  you  received  ? 

Note  297. — “In  the  preceding  degrees  the  duties  of  life  have  been 
delineated  under  various  types — the  virtuous  craftsman  has  been 
assiduously  laboring  to  erect  within  his  heart  a spiritual  temple  of 
holiness,  fit  for  the  habitation  of  Him  who  is  the  holiest  of  beings.” 
— Mackey’ 8 Ritualist,  page  313. 
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Candidate— On  the  keystone  at  my  right  breast, 
which  was  to  teach  me  that,  as  the  rejected  keystone 
bound  together  the  principal  arch  and  completed  King 
Solomon’s  temple,  so  do  the  tenets  of  our  institution 
bind  and  connect  us  into  one  common  bond  or  brother- 
hood. 

Examiner — How  were  you  then  disposed  of  ? 

Candidate — I was  conducted  six  times  about  the 
lodge  to  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  where  the 
same  questions  were  asked  and  like  answers  returned  as 
at  the  door. 

Examiner — How  did  the  Senior  Warden  dispose  of 
you? 

Candidate— He  directed  me  to  the  Most  Excellent 
Master  in  the  east,  where  the  same  questions  were  asked 
and  like  answers  returned  as  before. 

Examiner — How  did  the  Most  Excellent  Master  dis- 
pose of  you? 

Candidate — He  ordered  me  to  be  re-conducted  to  the 
Senior  Warden  in  the  west,  who  taught  me  how  to 
approach  the  east,  by  six  upright  regular  steps,  my 
feet  forming  the  right  angle  of  a perfect  square,  my 
body  erect  at  the  altar  before  the  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ter in  the  east. 

Examiner — What  did  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
then  do  with  you? 

Candidate — He  made  me  a Most  Excellent  Master 
in  due  form. 

Examiner — What  was  that  due  form? 

Candidate — Kneeling  on  both  my  knees,  my  body 
erect,  and  both  hands  resting  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square 
and  compass,  in  which  due  form  I took  the  obligation 
of  a Most  Excellent  Master. 
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Examiner — Repeat  it.  [Candidate  repeats  obliga- 
tion. See  page  459.] 

Examiner — After  taking  the  obligation  what  did  you 
discover  ? 

Candidate — The  Most  Excellent  Master  approaching 
me  from  the  east,  under  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  a 
Most  Excellent  Master,  who,  in  token  of  the  further 
continuance  of  his  brotherly  love  and  friendship,  pre- 
sented me  with  his  right  hand,  and  with  it  the  grip  and 
word  of  a Most  Excellent  Master,  and  bade  me  arise. 

Examiner — Have  you  any  signs  belonging  to  this 
degree  ? 

Candidate — I have;  several. 

Examiner — Give  me  a sign.  ] Candidate  gives  penal 
sign.  See  page  461.] 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  the  penalty  of  my  obligation. 

Examiner — Give  me  another  sign.  [Candidate  gives 
sign  of  admiration.  See  page  467.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  sign  of  admiration. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has;  to  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
our  ancient  brethren  who  were  present  and  permitted 
to  view  the  interior  of  that  magnificent  edifice  which 
King  Solomon  had  erected  and  was  about  to  dedicate  to 
the  service  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

Examiner — Give  me  a grip.  [Candidate  gives  grip. 
See  page  462.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  grip  of  a Most  Excellent  Master. 

Examiner — Has  it  a name? 

Candidate — It  has. 
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Examiner—  Give  it. 

Candidate— Eabboni. 

Examiner — What  does  it  signify? 

Candidate — Grand  Master,  or  Most  Excellent  Mas* 
ter. 

Examiner — What  is  this  grip  otherwise  called? 

Candidate — The  covering  grip. 

Examiner— Why  so? 

Candidate — Because,  as  this  covers  the  grips  of  the 
preceding  degrees,  so  should  we  as  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ters, considering  that  man  in  his  best  estate  is  subject 
to  frailties  and  errors,  endeavor  to  cover  his  faults  and 
imperfections  with  the  broad  mantle  of  charity  and 
brotherly  love.298 

Examiner — Whence  originated  this  grip? 

Candidate — When  the  temple  was  completed  King 
Solomon  went  in  to  view  it,  in  order  to  see  that  it  con- 
formed in  every  particular  to  the  pattern  given  for  its 
construction  by  God  to  his  father  David,  and  finding 
every  part  complete  he  came  out,  and  in  the  joy  of  his 
heart  caught  Adoniram,  the  master  builder,  by  the  right 
hand,  exclaiming,  “Hail ! Rabboni,”  which  signifies 
Grand  Master,  or  Most  Excellent  Master. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — A grand  procession  was  formed,  the  key- 
stone placed  in  the  principal  arch,  the  ark  safely  seated, 
and  the  temple  dedicated  with  solemn  ceremonies. 

Note  298. — “If  the  moral  and  religious  precepts  of  the  order  have 
been  observed,  stone  has  been  placed  upon  stone,  virtue  has  been 
added  to  virtue,  and  the  duties  of  one  day  have  been  scrupulously 
performed,  only  that  the  duties  of  the  next  may  be  commenced  with 
equal  zeal.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  313. 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Sixth,  or  Most  Excellent  Master's  Degree, 
[third  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

CLOSING  CEREMONIES. 

Most  Excellent  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Junior 
Deacon,  what  is  the  last  great  care  of  Most  Excellent 
Masters  when  in  lodge  assembled? 

Junior  Deacon — To  see  that  the  lodge  is  duly  tyled, 
Most  Excellent. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Perform  that  duty.  Inform 
the  Tyler  that  I am  about  to  close  this  lodge  of  Most 
Excellent  Masters,  and  direct  him  to  tyle  accordingly. 
[Junior  Deacon  gives  six  raps  in  couplets  on  Tyler’s 
door,  Tyler  answers  with  same,  then  each  give  one  rap, 
when  the  door  is  opened  and  Tyler  informed.] 

Junior  Deacon — The  lodge  is  duly  tyled,  Most  Excel- 
lent. 

Most  Excellent  Master — How  are  we  tyled,  brother 
Junior  Deacon? 

Junior  Deacon — By  a brother  Most  Excellent  Master 
without  the  door,  armed  with  the  proper  implement  of 
his  office. 

Most  Excellent  Master — What  are  his  duties  there? 

Junior  Deacon — To  keep  off  all  cowans  and  eaves- 
droppers, and  to  see  that  none  pass  or  repass  but  such 
as  are  duly  qualified  and  have  permission  from  the  Most 
Excellent  Master. 

Most  Excellent  Master  (one  rap) — Brother  Senior 
Warden,  are  you  a Most  Excellent  Master? 

Senior  Warden — I am ; trv  me. 
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Most  Excellent  Master — How  will  you  be  tried? 

Senior  Warden — By  the  keystone. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Why  by  the  keystone  ? 

Senior  Warden — Because  at  the  completion  and  dedi- 
cation of  King  Solomon’s  temple  and  the  placing  of 
this  stone  this  degree  was  founded. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Where  were  you  made  a Most 
Excellent  Master? 

Senior  Warden — In  a just  and  regular  constituted 
lodge  of  Most  Excellent  Masters. 

Most  Excellent  Master — How  many  compose  a lodge 
of  Most  Excellent  Masters? 

Senior  Warden — Two  or  more. 

Most  Excellent  Master — When  composed  of  only  two 
who  are  they? 

Senior  Warden — The  Most  Excellent  Master  and 
Senior  Warden. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Why  is  there  no  Junior  War- 
den in  the  south? 

Senior  Warden — Because,  just  before  the  completion 
of  the  temple  our  Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff  was  slain, 
as  we  have  had  an  account  in  a preceding  degree.  At 
the  dedication,  therefore,  as  no  one  had  been  appointed 
to  fill  his  place,  his  seat  was  vacant,  and  his  light  ex- 
tinguished. 

Most  Excellent  Master — The  Senior  Warden’s  sta- 
tion in  the  lodge?  ! 

Senior  Warden — In  the  west  ? | 

Most  Excellent  Master — Why  in  the  west,  brother 
Senior  Warden;  and  your  duties  there? 

Senior  Warden — As  the  sun  is  in  the  west  at  the 
close  of  the  day  so  is  the  Senior  Warden  in  the  west 
to  assist  the  Most  Excellent  Master  in  opening  and 
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closing  his  lodge ; to  pay  the  craft  their  wages  if  any  be 
due,  and  to  see  that  none  go  away  dissatisfied,  harmony 
being  the  strength  and  support  of  all  institutions,  more 
especially  of  ours. 

Most  Excellent  Master — The  Most  Excellent  Master's 
station  in  the  lodge? 

Senior  Warden — In  the  east. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Why  in  the  east,  brother 
Senior  Warden ; and  his  duties  there  ? 

Senior  Warden — As  the  sun  rises  in  the  east  to  open 
and  govern  the  day,  so  rises  the  Most  Excellent  Master 
in  the  east  [Master  rises]  to  open  and  govern  his 
lodge,  to  set  the  craft  to  work,  and  give  them  proper 
instructions  for  their  labor. 

Most  Excellent  Master  (three  raps,  members  rise)  — 
Brother  Marshal,  you  will  assemble  the  brethren  about 
the  altar,  and  see  that  they  are  in  due  form  for  our  de- 
votions. 

Marshal — Brethren,  you  will  assemble  about  the  al- 
tar and  be  in  due  form  for  our  devotions.  Kneel  on 
the  left  knee,  forming  a chain,  with  the  left  hand  over 
the  right  arm. 

Marshal — Most  Excellent,  the  brethren  are  in  due 
form  for  our  devotions,  and  await  your  presence.  [Mas- 
ter and  Senior  Warden  fill  the  places  in  the  circle  about 
the  altar,  when  the  Master  offers  a prayer  similar  to 
that  at  closing  on  the  previous  degree,  page  443,  when 
they  all  balance  six  times,  as  explained  page  454;  then 
rise  and  balance  six  times.] 

Most  Excellent  Master — Brother  Senior  Warden,  it 
is  my  will  and  pleasure  that  this  lodge  of  Most  Excel- 
lent Masters  be  now  closed.  Communicate  this  order 
to  the  craft  for  their  government. 
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Senior  Warden — Brethren,  it  is  the  will  and  pleasure 
of  the  Most  Excellent  Master  in  the  east  that  this  lodge 
of  Most  Excellent  Masters  be  now  closed.  Take  notice 
and  govern  yourselves  accordingly.  Look  to  the  east. 

Most  Excellent  Master— Together,  brethren.  [Led 
by  the  Master,  all  in  concert  give  the  due-guard  and 
sign  of  each  degree  from  Entered  Apprentice  up  to 
Most  Excellent  Master;  some  lodges  from  Most  Excel- 
lent Master’s  Degree  down. 

Senior  Warden — (Six  raps.) 

Most  Excellent  Master — (Six  raps.  Master  now 
reads  the  23d  Psalm.) 

"CLOSING  OF  THE  LODGE." 

“The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I shall  not  want.  He 
maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures;  he  leadeth 
me  beside  the  still  waters.  He  restoreth  my  soul;  he 
leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  for  his 
name’s  sake.  Yea,  though  I walk  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  death,  I will  fear  no  evil;  for  thou  art 
with  me ; thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me.  Thou 
preparest  a table  before  me  in  the  presence  of  mine.en- 
emies;  thou  anointest  my  head  with  oil;  my  cup  run- 
neth over.  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me 
all  the  days  of  my  life ; and  I will  dwell  in  the  house  of 
the  Lord  forever.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  337. 

Most  Excellent  Master — In  the  name  of  God  and 
King  Solomon  I declare  this  lodge  of  Most  Excellent 
Masters  closed  in  form. 

Most  Excellent  Master — Brother  Junior  Deacon,  in- 
form the  Tyler.  [Junior  Deacon  informs  Tyler  in 
usual  way,  the  brethren  remove  their  Masonic  clothing 
and  retire,  unless  there  is  business  of  some  kind,  for 
the  transaction  of  which  the  Chapter  is  opened  in  the 
Royal  Arch  degree  by  the  following  ceremonies.  The 
officers  bear  their  Royal  Arch  titles.  See  Note  275, 
page  452.] 
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FORM  OF  PASSING  FROM  SIXTH  TO  SEVENTH  DEGREE. 

Most  Excellent  High  Priest  (one  rap,  all  but  Royal 
Arch  Masons  leave  the  room) — Companion  Captain  of 
the  Host,  proceed  to  satisfy  yourself  that  all  present  are 
Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Captain  of  the  Host — Most  Excellent,  all  present  are 
Royal  Arch  Masons. 

High  Priest  (one  rap) — Companion  Royal  Arch  Cap- 
tain, what  is  the  first  great  care  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
when  in  lodge  assembled? 

Royal  Arch  Captain  (making  due-guard  and  sign,  as 
on  page  461) — To  see  that  the  outer  courts  of  the 
tabernacle  are  securely  guarded  and  the  chapter  duly 
tyled. 

High  Priest — Perform  that  duty.  Inform  the  Tyler 
that  I am  about  to  call  this  Chapter  from  refreshment 
to  labor,  and  direct  him  to  tyle  accordingly.  [Royal 
Arch  Captain  gives  seven  raps  on  Tyler’s  door — three, 
three  and  one.  Tvler  answers  with  same,  door  is  opened 
and  Tyler  informed.] 

Boyal  Arch  Captain — Most  Excellent,  the  outer  courts 
of  the  tabernacle  are  securely  guarded  and  the  Chapter 
duly  tyled. 

High  Pnest  (three  raps,  all  rise) — Companion  Cap- 
tain of  the  Host,  it  is  my  will  and  pleasure  that  this 
Chapter  be  now  called  from  refreshment  to  labor.  Com- 
municate this  order  to  the  companions  for  their  govern- 
ment. 

Captain  of  the  Host — Companions,  it  is  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  the  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  that  this 
Chapter  be  now  called  from  refreshment  to  labor.  Take 
notice  and  govern  yourselves  accordingly. 

High  Priest  (seven  raps;  000-000-0) — I declare  this 
Chapter  at  labor. 
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High  Priest — Companion  Royal  Arch  Captain,  in- 
form the  Tyler.  [He  informs  Tyler  and  reports.] 
Eoyal  Arch  Captain — Most  Excellent,  that  duty  is 
performed.  [The  business  for  which  the  Chapter  was 
opened  is  now  attended  to.  For  the  regular  opening 
ceremonies  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  see  next  chapter.] 


ANALYSIS  MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER’S 

DEGREE. 


The  Inventor  of  this  degree — Webb,  the  Rite  Peddler — The  Notes 
present  a Substitute  for  Christianity — Titles  of  the  Son  of  God, 
Prayers  and  Sacraments  mingled  with  Buffoonery  from  a Worship 
well  pleasing  to  Satan — The  Inventors  knew  not  what  they  did— 
The  Spirit  of  God  dwells  not  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Lodge. 

A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  ten  years  Grand  Master  of  Minne- 
sota Grand  Lodge,  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General, 
etc.,  says : “The  degree  is  purely  an  American  inven- 

tion. In  none  of  the  European  systems  or  rites  is  there 
a degree  to  which  it  assimilates.”  Some  suppose  it 
was  manufactured  by  Kev.  Jonathan  Nye  and  Rev. 
George  Richards.  “But,”  adds  Pierson,  “while  we  are 
unable  to  fix  as  to  where,  or  by  whom  the  degree  was 
first  arranged,  we  do  know  that  it  was  first  presented  to 
the  Masonic  public  [by  Webb]  A.  D.  1796-7,  in  the 
American  rite.” — Pierson's  Traditions,  pp.  300-1. 

This  “American  Rite,”  compounded  of  the  York  and 
Scotch  rites,  was  invented  by  Thomas  Smith  Webb, 
born  in  Boston,  1771,  and  made  a Mason  in  Keene,  N. 
H.,  who  began  to  manufacture  and  sell  Masonic  de- 
grees at  the  age  of  twenty-six.  His  success  astonished 
Masons  themselves.  (See  Morris’s  Diet.,  Art.  Webb.) 

Webb,  seeing  a gap  in  the  temple  legends,  filled  it 
with  this  of  Most  Excellent  Master,  which  is  a mimic 
celebration  of  two  events  jumbled  together,  though  they 
occurred  ten  and  a half  months  apart,  viz. : Laying 

the  cope  (miswritten  by  Masons  cape)  stone,  and  the 
dedication  of  the  temple,  when  Solomon  is  fabled  to 
have  recognized  and  rewarded  “ The  Most  Excellent 
Masters 

The  notes  to  this  degree  contain  almost  a revelation 
of  it  and  quite  a confirmation  of  the  revelation  given. 
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But  what  is  much  more  important,  they  give  the  spirit- 
ual or  religious  import  of  the  degree,  as  a substitute  of 
the  religion  of  Christ  as  a preparation  for  heaven.  The 
notes  which  specifically  teach  that  the  craftsman  who 
properly  attains  to  this  degree  is  complete  in  holiness, 
and  only  requires  death  to  transfer  him  to  heaven,  arc 
those  numbered  279,  294,  295,  297  and  298. 

While  the  badgered,  jaded  and  manipulated  candidate 
is  reduced  to  a state  of  passive  receptivity  which  pre- 
pares him  to  drink  in  and  absorb  into  his  character 
whatever  ideas  his  sorcerer  imparts,  and  his  oaths,  pen- 
alties, and  scenic  surroundings  enforce,  the  initiator 
breathes  into  his  ear  the  word  Rabboni  (my  Master), 
which  Mary  uttered  at  the  sepulchre  when  she  recog- 
nized her  risen  Lord!  Can  any  one  who  believes  what 
the  Scriptures  teach  concerning  “the  devil  and  his  an- 
gels,” suppose  them  absent  or  inattentive  to  scenes,  op- 
portunities and  ceremonies  like  these,  enacted  nightly 
and  weekly  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  through- 
out enlightened  and  Christian  lands?  And  if  the  mal- 


where  is  it,  and  on  what  occasions,  if  not  on  these,  where 
sinful  mortals  whom  Christ  forbade  to  he  called  “Mas- 


A coward  king  has  been  known  to  call  his  dog  by  the 
name  of  the  monarch  with  whom  he  was  at  war;  and 
Satan  steadily  pursues  this  dastard  policy  in  seeking 
the  degradation  of  Christ.  To  adulterate  his  worship; 
to  yoke  prayers  and  oaths  to  horse-plav  and  practical 
.lokes ; to  set  a rowdy  lodgeman  as  “Lion  of  the  Tribe  of 
.Judah:”  to  burlesque  his  raising  the  dead;  to  clothe 
sinful  and  foolish  men  with  his  titles;  to  simulate  the 
approaches  of  the  Eternal  God  to  men ; to  counterfeit 
his  sacraments,  and,  having  ruined  men,  to  come  for- 


ice  of  Satan  against  Christ  is  ever  exhibited  on  earth, 


ter,”  are  addressed  by  the  titles  of  the  Son  of  God? 
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ward  with  a system  of  ceremonies  to  save  them ! — these 
are  the  means  and  mockeries  by  which  he  moved  men 
to  nail  Christ  to  the  cross,  and  these  run  throughout  the 
whole  system  of  Masonic  and  man-invented  rites. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that  Nye,  or  Richards, 
or  Webb,  or  whoever  manufactured  this  rite,  compre- 
hended the  nature  of  their  own  work.  The  Hebrew 
prophets  did  not  always  comprehend  theirs.  But  the 
terrible  uniformity  of  these  dark  systems  prove  their 
rise  from  one  common  source.  “Irish,”  “Scotch,”  “En- 
glish,” “French,”  and  “American  Rites” — these  all,  be- 
yond the  Blue  Lodge,  sprung  up  and  exist  diverse  from 
and  independent  of  each  other.  Yet  they  all  show  one 
common  parentage.  What  Christ  said  to  the  tradition- 
mongers  of  his  day,  may  be  truthfully  said  of  them, 
“Ye  are  the  children  of  the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your 
father  ye  will  do.  He  was  a murderer  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  abode  not  in  the  truth,  because  there  is  no 
truth  in  him.  When  he  speaketh  a lie,  he  speaketh  of 
his  own,  for  he  is  a liar  and  the  father  of  it.”  (John 
8:44.) 

Christians  are  called  in  Scripture  “the  temple  of  the 
living  God”  (1  Cor.,  3,  16,  and  2 Cor.  6,  16),  as  the 
dwelling  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  the  Spirit  of  God 
does  not  dwell  where  the  Son  of  God  is  excluded,  as  he 
is  from  these  Chapter  degrees.  It  follows  that  the 
spiritual  temple  said,  in  the  notes  cited,  to  be  completed 
and  symbolized  in  this  degree,  is  not  the  temple  of  God, 
but  its  counterfeit,  the  temple  of  the  lodge  God,  or  “god 
of  this  world  ;”  for  Satan  enters  and  dwells  in  his  chil- 
dren, asi  Christ  dwells  in  his;  and  the  fearful  doom  of 
Judas  and  Ananias  must  sooner  or  later  await  all  in 
whom  the  spirit  of  the  lodge  dwells.  The  fact  that 
they  are  members  of  Christian  churches,  as  were  those 
cited  above,  but  aggravates  their  condition  and  their 
doom. 
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Seventh,  or  Royal  Arch  Degree.29® 
{'fourth  and  last  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

‘OPENING  CEREMONIES. 

High  Priest 300  (one  rap,  calling  lodge  to  order)  — 
Companion  Captain  of  the  Host,  proceed  to  satisfy 
yourself  that  all  present  are  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Captain  of  the  Host  (looking  around) — All  present 
are  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

High  Priest — Is  there  a constitutional  number  pres- 
ent to  open  a chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  ? 

Capt.  of  H. — There  are  three  times  three. 

High  Priest  (one  rap) — Companion  Royal  Arch  Cap- 
tain, what  is  the  first  great  care  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 
when  in  chapter  assembled? 

Royal  Arch  Captain  (making  Royal  Arch  sign,  see 
page  550) — To  see  that  the  outer  courts  of  the  taber- 
nacle are  securely  guarded  and  the  chapter  duly  tyled. 

High  Priest — Perform  that  duty.  Inform  the  Tyler 
that  I am  about  to  open  a chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, and  direct  him  to  tyle  accordingly.  [Royal  Arch 
Captain  opens  Tyler’s  door,  and,  if  he  is  not  at  his  post, 
finds  him.  stations  him  at  the  door,  and  says :] 

Note  299. — “A  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing twelve  officers:  High  Priest,  King,  Scribe,  Captain  of  the 

Host,  Principal  Sojourner,  Royal  Arch  Captain,  Grand  Master  of  the 
Third  Veil,  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil,  Grand  Master  of  the 
First  Veil,  Treasurer,  Secretary,  Sentinel.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
343. 

Note  300. — “The  title  of  the  High  Priest  is  ‘Most  Excellent.'  He 
represents  Joshua,  or  Jeshua,  who  was  the  son  of  Josedech,  and  the 
High  Priest  of  the  Jews,  when  they  returned  from  the  Babylonian 
exile.  He  is  seated  in  the  east  and  clothed  in  the  apparel  of  the 
ancient  Pligh  Priest  of  the  Jews.  He  wears  a robe  of  blue,  purple, 
scarlet  and  white  linen,  and  is  decorated  with  a breast-plate  and 
mitre  On  the  front  of  the  mitre  are  inscribed  the  words,  ‘Holiness 
to  the  Lord.'  His  jewel  is  a mitre. ’’—Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  343. 
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Royal  Arcli  Captain — -Companion  Tyler,  the  Most 
Excellent  High  Priest  is  about  to  open  a chapter  of 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  Take  notice  and  govern  yourself 
accordingly.  [R.  A.  Captain  steps  inside  the  door, 
gives  seven  raps,  and  is  answered  by  the  Tyler  with 
seven  raps,  when  he  turns  to  the  east  and  reports :] 
Royal  Arch  Captain — Most  Excellent,  the  outer  courts 
of  the  tabernacle  are  securely  guarded  and  the  chapter 
is  duly  tyled. 


CLOTHING301  THE  CHAPTER. 

High  Priest — Companions,  we  will  be  clothed.  [The 
High  Priest  is  clothed  in  a white  robe,  has  a breast- 
plate with  twelve  square  settings  of  glass  in  it,  a crown 
and  mitre,  on  which  is  inscribed,  “Holiness  to  the 
Lord,”  and  a white  apron  trimmed  with  red.  The 
King  also  wears  a crown,  scarlet  robe,  and  an  apron. 
The  members  wear  crowns  also,  made  of  paper,  and 
wdiite  aprons  trimmed  with  red,  and  on  each  crown  are 
the  words.,  “Holiness  to  the  Lord.”] 

High  Priest  (one  rap) — Companion  Captain  of  the 
Host,  are  you  a Royal  Arch  Mason  ? 

Capt.  of  H. — I Am  that  I Am. 

High  Priest — How  shall  I know  you  to  he  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  ? 

Capt.  of  H. — By  three  times  three. 

High  Priest — Where  were  you  made  a Royal  Arch 
Mason  ? 

Captain  of  Host — In  a regular  constituted  chap- 
ter of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  assembled  in  a place  repre* 

Note  301. — “CLOTHING.  The  symbolic  color  of  this  degree  is 
scarlet.  The  collar  and  sash  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason  are  scarlet, 
edged  with  gold.  The  sash  passes  from  the  left  shoulder  to  the 
right  hip;  and,  on  that  part  of  it  which  crosses  the  breast,  the 
words  ‘Holiness  to  the  Lord*  should  be  painted  or  embroidered  in 
gilt  letters.  The  apron  is  of  white  lamb-skin,  edged  with  scarlet 
ribbon.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  346. 
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senting  the  tabernacle  erected  by  our  ancient302  brethren 
near  the  ruins  of  King  Solomon’s  temple. 

High  Priest — How  many  compose  a chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons? 

Capt.  of  H. — Nine  or  more. 

High  Priest — When  composed  of  only  nine  who  are 
they  ? 

Capt.  of  H. — The  Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  King303 
and  Scribe,304  companions  Captain  of  the  Host°0t>  Prin- 
cipal Sojourner,306  Royal  x\rch  Captain,  and  the  three 
Grand  Masters  of  the  Veils. 

Note  302. — “Every  reflecting  Mason  must  at  once  be  struck  with 
the  fact  that  the  third  degree,  or,  as  Hutchinson  calls  it,  ‘The  Mas- 
ter Mason’s  Order,’  presents  all  the  appearance  of  being  in  a mutil- 
ated condition — that  it  is  imperfect  and  unfinished  in  its  history, 
and  that,  terminating  abruptly  as  it  does,  it  leaves  the  mind  unsatis- 
fied and  craving  for  something  that  it  does  not  and  cannot  supply. 
Now,  a reference  to  this  fact  is  the  first  step  toward  an  acquaintance 
with  the  true  origin  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree.’’ — Mackey's  Ritualist 
page  340. 

Note  303. — “The  King  represents  Zerubbabel,  who  was  the  son 
of  Shealtiel,  and  the  Prince  of  Judah,  being  lineally  descended  from 
King  Solomon.  He  was  the  leader  of  the  first  colony  of  Jews  who 
returned  from  the  captivity  at  Babylon  to  rebuild  the  city  of  Jeru- 
salem and  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  He  sits  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
High  Priest,  clothed  in  a scarlet  robe,  writh  a crown  on  his  head  and 
a sceptre  in  his  hand.  His  jewel  is  a level  surmounted  by  a crown.” 
—Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  344. 

Note  304. — “The  Scribe  represents  Haggai  the  prophet,  who  re- 
turned with  Joshua  and  Zerubbabel  to  Jerusalem  at  the  liberation 
of  the  Jews  by  Cyrus  from  their  Babylonish  captivity.  He  sits  on 
the  left  hand  of  the  High  Priest,  clothed  in  a purple  robe  and  wear- 
ing a turban  of  the  same  color.  His  jewel  is  a plumb-line  sur- 
mounted by  a turban.  * * * These  three  officers  constitute  the 
Grand  Council.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  344. 

Note  305.— “The  Captain  of  the  Host  represents  the  general  or 
leader  of  the  Jewish  troops  who  returned  from  Babylon,  and  who 
was  called  ‘Sar  elhatzaba,’  and  was  equivalent  to  a modern  general. 
He  sits  on  the  right  of  the  Council  in  front,  and  wears  a white  robe, 
and  cap  or  helmet  with  a red  sash,  and  is  armed  with  a sword.  His 

jewel  is  a triangular  plate,  on  which  an  armed  soldier  is  engraved.” 

—Mackey’s  Ritualist,  paee  345. 

Note  306. — “The  Principal  Sojourner  represents  the  spokesman 
and  leader  of  a small  party  of  Israelites  who  had  sojourned  in  Baby- 
lon for  a short  time  after  the  departure  of  the  main  body  of  exiles, 
and  subsequently  came  up  to  Jerusalem.  He  sits  on  the  left  of  the 
Council,  in  front,  and  wears  a dark  robe  with  a rose-colored  tesse- 
lated  border,  and  a slouched  hat  and  pilgrim’s  rod  or  staff.  His 

jewel  is  a triangular  plate,  on  which  a pilgrim  is  engraved.” — Mack- 

ey’s Ritualist,  page  345. 
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High  Priest — Whom  do  the  first  three  represent? 

Capt.  of  H. — Joshua,  Zerubbabel  and  Haggai,  those 
three  ancient  worthies  who  composed  the  first  Grand 
Masonic  Council  at  Jerusalem,  and  held  their  meetings 
in  the  tabernacle. 

High  Priest — Whom  do  the  latter  three  represent? 

Capt.  of  H. — Those  three  of  our  ancient  brethren 
who  discovered  and  brought  to  light  the  principal  se- 
crets of  this  degree,  after  they  had  lain  buried  in  dark- 
ness from  the  death  of  our  Grand  Master  Hiram  Abitf 
until  the  erection  of  the  second  temple,  and  as  a re- 
ward for  their  valuable  labors  were  exalted  to  be  Grand 
Masters  of  the  Veils.307 

High  Priest — How  many  veils  were  there? 

Capt.  of  H. — Four. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  Grand  Master  of  the  First 
VeiFs  station? 

Capt.  of  II. — Within  the  first  veil. 

High  Priest  (two  raps,  balance  of  subordinate  officers 
rise) — What  are  your  duties  there.  Companion  Grand 
Master  of  the  First  Veil  ? 

Note  307. — “The  Grand  Masters  of  the  Three  Veils  represent  the 
attendants  on  the  tabernacle.  They  sit  at  the  entrance  of  their  re- 
spective veils,  and  wear  robes  and  caps  of  different  colors.  The 
Master  of  the  Third  Veil  wears  a scarlet  robe  and  cap,  the  Master 
of  the  Second  a purple  robe  and  cap,  and  the  Master  of  the  First  a 
blue  robe  and  cap.  Each  is  armed  with  a sword,  and  bears  a flag  or 
pennon  of  the  same  color  as  his  robe  and  the  veil  which  he  guards. 
Their  jewel  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Royal  Arch  Captain. 

“The  Treasurer,  Secretary,  and  Sentinel,  have  no  historical  ref- 
erence nor  peculiar  dress.  The  Treasurer  wears  as  a jewel  the 
cross  keys,  the  Secretary  the  cross  pens,  and  the  Sentinel  the  cross 
swords. 

“The  Jewels  of  a Chapter  are  of  gold,  and  each  is  suspended  with- 
in a triangle.  Those  of  the  Grand  Chapter  are  suspended  within  a 
circle.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  345. 
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Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil — To  guard  the  first 
veil  and  admit  none  without  the  pass. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  pass? 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — I Am  that  I Am. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  color  of  your  banner? 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Blue,308  Most  Excellent. 

High  Priest — What  does  that  denote? 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Friendship,  which  is  the  pecu- 
liar characteristic  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Sec- 
ond Veil’s  station  ? 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Within  the  second  veil.309 

High  Priest — What  are  your  duties  there,  Companion 
Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil? 

Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil — To  guard  the  sec- 
ond veil  and  admit  none  without  the  words,  sign  and 
words  of  explanation  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  First 
Veil. 

High  Priest — What  are  his  words  ? 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil'—Shem,  Ham  and  Japheth. 

High  Priest — What  is  his  sign? 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil  (making  sign) — In  imitation 
of  that  given  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses  when  he  com- 
manded him  to  cast  his  rod  on  the  ground. 

Note  308. — “Blue  is  emblematic  of  universal  friendship  and  be- 
nevolence, and  teaches  us  that  those  virtues  should  be  as  expansive 
in  the  breast  of  every  Mason  as  the  blue  vault  of  heaven  itself.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  353. 

Note  309. — “VEILS.  The  veils  of  the  tabernacle  were  of  four 
colors,  blue,  purple,  scarlet,  and  white  or  fine  linen.  These  colors 
have  been  adopted  as  the  symbolic  colors  of  Masonry.” — Mackey’s 
Lexicon,  Art,  Veils. 
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SIGN"  OF  GRAND  MASTER  FIRST  VEIL. 

Holding  out  a cane,  as 
shown  in  cut. 

High  Priest  — What 
are  his  words  of  expla- 
nation ? 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil 
— Explanatory  of  the 

signs,  and  are  to  be  found 
in  the  writings  of  Moses, 
as  follows : 

“And  Moses  answered 
and  said,  But,  behold 
they  will  not  believe  me, 
nor  hearken  unto  my 

voice;  for  they  will  say, 
The  Lord  hath  not  ap- 
peared unto  thee.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  him.  What 
is  that  in  thine  hand  ? And  he  said,  A rod.  And  he 
said,  Cast  it  on  the  ground.  And  he  cast  it  on  the 
ground  and  it  became  a serpent  ;310  and  Moses  fled  from 
before  it.  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Put  forth 

thine  hand  and  take  it  by  the  tail.  And  he  put  forth 

his  hand  and  caught  it,  and  it  became  a rod  in  his  hand ; 
That  they  may  believe  that  the  Lord  God  of  their 
Fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac  and  the 
God  of  Jacob,  hath  appeared  unto  thee.”  (Ex.  iv.  1-5) 
— Macheys  Ritualist , page  371. 

Note  310. — “The  serpent  has  always  been  considered  by  Masonic 
writers  as  a legitimate  symbol  of  Freemasonry,  and  yet  it  is  singular 
that  in  the  whole  ritual  of  the  York  rite  this  is  the  only  in- 
stance in  which  any  allusion  is  made  to  it.  In  the  other  Masonic 
systems  it  is,  however,  repeatedly  referred  to.  Dr.  Oliver  says 
that,  ‘Amongst  Masons  it  serves  to  remind  us  of  our  fall  in  Adam 
and  our  restoration  in  Christ.’  ’’ — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  paga  371. 
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High  Priest — What  is  the  color  of  your  banner? 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — Purple,311  Most  Excellent. 

High  Priest — What  does  that  denote? 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — Union;  and  it  being  com- 
posed of  a due  admixture  of  blue  and  scarlet  placed  be- 
tween the  first  and  third  veils,  which  are  of  those  col- 
ors, to  show  the  intimate  connection  that  should  ever 
exist  between  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  and  this  most 
sublime  degree. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Third 
Veil’s  station? 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — Within  the  third  veil. 

High  Priest — What  are  your  duties  there.  Companion 
Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Veil? 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — To  guard  the  third  veil  and 
admit  none  without  the  words,  signs  and  words  of  ex- 
planation of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil. 

High  Priest — What  are  his  wTords? 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — Shem,  Japheth  and  Adoniram. 

High  Priest — What  is  his  sign  ? 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil  (making  sign) — In  imitation 
of  that  given  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses  when  he  com- 
manded him  to  put  his  hand  into  his  bosom. 


Note  311.— “Purple,  being  formed  by  a due  admixture  of  blue  and 
scarlet  is  intended  to  remind  us  of  the  intimate  connection  that 
exists  between  symbolic  Masonry  and  the  Royal  Arch  degree.”— 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  353. 
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SIGN  OF  GRAND  MASTER  SECOND  VEIL. 

Putting  right  hand  into  bosom, 
as  shown  in  cut. 

High  Priest — What  are  his 
words  of  explanation? 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil— Explan- 
atory of  this  sign,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  the  writings  of  Moses, 
as  follows : 

“"And  the  Lord  said  further- 
more unto  him.  Put  now  thine 
hand  into  thy  bosom.  And  he  put 
his  hand  into  his  bosom ; and 
when  he  took  it  out,  behold  his 
hand  was  leprous312  as  snow.  And 
he  said,  Put  thine  hand  into  thy 

bosom  again.  And  he  put  his  hand  into  his  bosom 
again ; and  he  plucked  it  out  of  his  bosom,  and  behold  it 
was  turned  again  as  his  other  flesh.  And  it  shall  come 
to  pass  if  they  will  not  believe  thee,  neither  hearken  to 
the  voice  of  the  first  sign,  that  they  will  believe  the 
voice  of  the  latter  sign.”  (Ex.  vi.  4-8.) — Mackey's 
Ritualist,  page  372. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  color  of  your  banner? 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — Scarlet,313  Most  Excellent. 

Note  312. — “Here  again  in  the  hand  becoming  leprous  and  being 
then  restored  to  soundness  we  have  a repetition  of  the  reference  to 
the  loss  and  the  recovery  of  the  word;  the  word  itself  being  but  a 
symbol  of  divine  truth,  the  search  for  which  constitutes  the  whole 
science  of  Freemasonry.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  373. 

Note  313. — “Scarlet  is  emblematic  of  that  fervency  and  zeal  which 
should  actuate  all  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  is  peculiarly  character- 
istic  of  this  degree.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  353. 
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High  Priest — What  does  that  denote? 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — That  fervency  and  zeal  which 
should  ever  actuate  all  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  Royal  Arch  Captain’s  sta- 
tion. 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — Within  the  fourth  veil*  or 
sanctuary. 

High  Priest — What  are  your  duties  there.  Companion 
Royal  Arch  Captain?31* 

Roydl  Arch  Captain — To  guard  the  fourth  veil,  or 
sanctuary,  and  admit  none  without  the  words,  sign, 
words  of  explanation  and  signet  of  truth  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Third  Veil. 

High  Priest — What  are  his  words? 

R.  A.  Captain — Haggai,  Joshua  and  Zerubbabel. 

High  Priest — What  is  his  sign? 

R.  A.  Captain  (making  sign) — In  imitation  of  that 
given  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses  when  he  commanded  him 
to  take  out  of  the  water  of  the  river  and  pour  it  upon 
the  dry  land. 


Note  314. — “The  Royal  Arch  Captain  represents  the  ‘sar  hataba- 
him,’  or  Captain  of  the  King’s  Guards.  He  sits  in  front  of  the 
Council  and  at  the  entrance  of  the  fourth  veil.  He  wears  a white 
robe  and  cap,  and  is  armed  with  a sword,  and  bears  a white  pennon 
or  banner.  His  jewel  is  a sword.’’— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  345. 
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SIGN  OF  GRAND  MASTER  THIRD  VEIL. 

Pouring  out  water  from  a 
cup  or  glass,  same  as  shown 
in  cut. 

High  Priest — What  are 
his  words  of  explanation? 

R.  A.  Captain — Explana- 
tory of  this  sign,  and  are  to 
be  found  in  the  writings  of 
Moses,  as  follows: 

“And  it  shall  come  to 
pass  if  they  will  not  believe 
also  these  two  signs,  neither 
hearken  unto  thy  voice,  that 
thou  shalt  takn  of  the  water 
of  the  river  and  pour  it  up- 
on the  dry  land;  and  the  water  which  thou  takest  out 
of  the  river  shall  become  blood315  upon  the  dry  land.” 
(Ex.  iv.  9) — Mackey's  Ritualist ■,  page  37 A* 

High  Priest — What  is  his  signet? 

R.  A.  Captain — That  of  Zerubbabel,  or  Truth. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  color  of  your  banner? 

R.  A.  Captain — White,316  Most  Excellent. 

Note  315. — “The  last  miraculous  sign  by  which  Moses  was  to 
establish  his  authority  and  to  prove  his  mission  among  the  Jews 
and  the  Egytians  is  here  recited.  Masonically  it  bears  the  same 
symbolic  reference  as  the  other  two,  to  a change  for  the  better — 
from  a lower  to  a higher  state — from  the  elemental  water  in  which 
there  is  no  life  to  the  blood  which  is  the  life  itself — from  darkness 
to  light.  The  progress  is  still  onward  to  the  recovery  of  that  which 
had  been  lost,  but  which  is  yet  to  be  found.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  374. 

Note  316. — “White  is  emblematic  of  that  purity  of  life  and  rec- 
titude of  conduct  by  which  alone  we  can  expect  to  gain  admission 
into  the  holy  of  holies  above.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  353. 
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High  Priest — What  does  that  denote? 

R.  A.  Captain — That  purity  of  heart  and  rectitude  of 
cronduct  which  are  essential  to  gain  admission  into 
the  sanctum  sanctorum,  or  holy  of  holies. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  Principal  Sojourner’s  sta- 
tion ? 

R.  A.  Captain — On  the  left  of  the  Grand  Council. 
[Ho  is  to  the  front  and  left  of  the  Grand  Council.] 

High  Priest — What  are  your  duties  there,  Compan- 
ion Principal  Sojourner? 

Principal  Sojourner — To  bring  the  blind  by  a way 
that  they  know  not,  to  lead  them  in  paths  that  they 
have  not  known  ; to  make  darkness  light  before  them, 
and  crooked  things  straight,  these  things  to  do  unto 
them,  and  not  forsake  them. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  Captain  of  the  Host’s  sta- 
tion ? 

Principal  Sojourner — On  the  right  of  the  Grand 
Council.  [He  is  to  the  front  and  right  of  the  Grand 
Council.] 

High  Priest — What  are  your  duties  there,  Companion 
Captain  of  the  Host? 

Captain  of  the  Host — To  obey  the  commands  of  my 
chief,  and  to  be  near  at  hand  to  see  them  duly  exe- 
cuted ; to  take  charge  of  the  chapter  during  the  hours 
of  labor  and  see  to  the  introduction  of  strangers  among 
the  workmen. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  Scribe’s  station? 

Capt.  of  H — On  the  left  of  the  High  Priest. 

High  Priest — What  are  his  duties  there? 

Capt.  of  H. — To  assist  the  High  Priest  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties,  and  in  his  absence  and  that  of  the 
King  to  preside'  over  the  chapter. 
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High  Priest — What  is  the  King’s  station? 

Capt.  of  H. — On  the  right  of  the  High  Priest. 

High  Priest — What  are  his  duties  there  r 

Capt  of  H. — To  assist  the  High  Priest  in  the  dis- 
charge of  Iris  duties,  and  in  his  absence  to  preside  over 
the  chapter. 

High  Priest — What  is  the  High  Priest's  station? 

Capt.  of  H. — In  the  east  of  the  sanctuary. 

High  Priest - — What  are  his  duties  there? 

Capt . of  II. — To  preside  over  and  govern  his  chapter 
with  fidelity,  officiate  in  the  temple,317  read  and  ex- 
pound the  laws  to  his  companions,  and  offer  up  the  in- 
cense of  a pure  and  contrite  heart  to  the  great  I Am. 

High  Priest  (three  raps,  all  rise) — Companion  Cap- 
tain of  the  Host,  you  will  assemble  the  companions 
about  the  altar  and  see  that  they  are  in  due  form  for 
our  devotions. 

Capt.  of  II. — Companions,  you  will  assemble  about 
the  altar  and  be  in  due  form  for  our  devotions.  Kneel 
on  the  right  knee,  forming  a chain,  with  the  right  hand 
over  the  the  left  arm.  [Same  as  in  previous  degree.  See 
page  451.] 

Capt.  of  II. — Most  Excellent,  the  companions  are  in 
due  form  for  our  devotions  and  await  your  presence. 

[The  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe,  who  compose  the 
Grand  Council,  remain  in  their  places,  while  the  High 
Priest  reads  from  2 Thess.,  iii.  6-16,  omitting  the  words, 
“In  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.”] 

Note  317.— “The  great  object  of  pursuit  in*  Masonry— the  scope 
and  tendency  of  all  its  investigations— is  TRUTH.  This  is  the  goal 
to  which  all  Masonic  labor  evidently  tends.  Sought  for  in  every 
degree,  and  constantly  approached,  but  never  thoroughly  and  inti- 
mately embraced,  at  length,  in  the  Royal  Arch,  the  veils  which  con- 
cealed the  object  of  search  from  our  view  are  withdrawn,  and  the 
inestimable  prize  is  revealed.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  339. 
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CHARGE  AT  OPENING  ROYAL  ARCH  DEGREE.315 

“Now  we  command  yon,  brethren,  that  ye  withdraw 
yourselves  from  every  brother  that  walketh  disorderly, 
and  not  after  the  tradition  which  he  received  of  us.  For 
yourselves  know  how  ye  ought  to  follow  us;  for  we  be- 
haved ourselves  not  disorderly  among  you.  Neither 
did  we  eat  any  man’s  bread  for  naught,  but  wrought 
with  labor  and  travail  day  and  night  that  we  might  not 
be  chargeable  to  any  of  you.  Not  because  we  have  not 
power,  but  to  make  ourselves  an  ensample  unto  you  to 
follow  us.  For  even  when  we  were  with  you,  this  we 
commanded  you,  that  if  any  would  not  work,  neither 
should  he  eat;  for  we  hear  there  are  some  who  walk 
among  your  disorderly,  working  not  at  all,  but  are  busy- 
bodies.  Now  them  that  are  such,  we  command  and  ex- 
hort, that  with  quietness  they  work,  and  eat  their  own 
bread.  But  ye,  brethren,  be  not  weary  in  well  doing. 
And  if  any  man  obey  not  our  word,  note  that  man,  and 
have  no  company  with  him,  that  he  may  be  ashamed. 
Yet  count  him  not  as  an  enemy,  but  admonish  him  as  a 
brother.  Now  the  Lord  of  peace  himselt  give  you  peace 
always.  (2  Thess.  iii.  6-16.) — Mackey's  Ritualist , page 
SJfS. 

Note  318. — “The  passage  of  Scripture  here  cited  is  an  exhortation 
against  idleness;  and  is  very  appropriately  selected  to  be  read  at  the 
opening  of  a Chapter,  to  teach  us  that  as  Royal  Arch  Masons  we  are 
still  called  on  to  labor  freely  and  without  weariness.  Though  the  old 
temple  be  destroyed;  and  we  must  labor  in  building  the  new;  though 
the  word  be  lost,  we  must  labor  for  its  recovery.  Masonic  labor  is 
the  search  for  the  word — the  search  after  divine  truth.  This  and 
this  only  is  the  Mason’s  work,  and  the  word  is  his  reward.’’ — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  349. 
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[The  High  Priest,  King  and  Scribe  now  kneel  with 
the  rest,  the  King  on  the  right  and  Scribe  on  the  left 
of  the  High  Priest,  when  the  High  Priest  whispers  in 
the  ear  of  the  King  the  pass-word,  Rabboni ; he  whis- 
pers it  to  the  companion  on  his  right,  and  he  to  the  one 
on  his  right,  thus  parsing  it  around  to  the  High  Priest 
again,  who  says : “The  word  is  right,”  All  then  bal- 
ance, as  described  page  45d,  nine  times  in  concert,  three 
times  (pause),  three  times  (pause),  three  times,  called 
three  times  three.  They  then  rise,  and  the  Grand 
Council  resume  their  station.] 

High  Priest — Companion  Captain  of  the  Host,  you 
will  cause  the  companions  to  form  in  groups  of  three, 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  royal  arch. 

Capt . of  H. — Companions,  you  will  form  in  groups 
of  three,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  royal  arch. 

Capt.  of  H. — Companions,  you  will  form  in  groups  of 
three,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  royaParch.  [They 
form  as  shown  in  cut.] 

Capt.  of  H. — Most  Excellent,  the  groups  are  formed. 

In  these  groups  of  three,  each  with  his  right  hand 
grasps  the  right  wrist  of  his  companion  on  the  left,  and 
with  his  left  hand  grasps  the  left  wrist  of  the  compan- 
ion on  his  right.  Each  also  throws  forward  his  right 
foot,  the  hollow  in  front,  the  toe  touching  the  heel  of 
his  companion  on  the  right.  This  is  called  “three  times 
three,”  as  there  are  three  right  hands  forming  a trian- 
gle, three  left  hands  forming  a triangle,  and  three  feet 
forming  a triangle.  In  this  position  they  repeat: 

As  we  three  did  agree, 

In  peace,  love,  and  unity, 

The  Sacred  Word  to  keep, 

So  we  three  do  agree, 

In  peace,  love,  and  unity, 

The  Sacred  Word  to  search; 

Until  we  three, 

Or  three  such  as  we,  shall  agree 
To  close  this  Royal  Arch. 
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They  then  balance 
three  times  three,  with 
a short  pause  between 
each  three,  when  they 
raise  their  right  hands 
over  their  heads,  as 
shown  in  cut,  and  the 
Grand  Omnific  Royal 
/ . Arch  word  is  given  in 

I k low  breath  in  syllables, 

/ 1 as  follows:  The  first  one 

says  Jah,  second  one 
huh,  third  one  lun;  then 
the  second  one  says  Jah, 
third  one  huh , and  first 
one  lun;  then  the  third 
___  one  says  Jah , first  one 
\'  huh,  second  one  lun : 

\wtaHP  The  word  J e-ho-vah  is 
treated  in  the  same  way 

Group  of  Three,  Giving  Grand  Omnific  and  the  word  Q.0_d  is 
Word.  . . -i  j 

given  m same  way,  but 
letter  by  letter.  In  some  Chapters  the  word  Jehovah 
only  is  not  used. 

High  Priest — Is  the  word  correct? 

Pi  espouse  hy  All — The  word  is  right. 

High  Priest — Companion  Captain  of  the  Host,  it  is 

my  will  and  pleasure  that  chapter  of 

Royal  Arch  Masons  be  now  opened  for  the  dispatch  of 
such  business  as  may  regularly  come  before  it  under  the 
usual  Masonic  restrictions.  Communicate  this  order  to 
the  companions  for  their  government. 

Capt.  of  II. — Companions,  it  is  the  will  and  pleasure 

of  the  Most  Excellent  High  Priest  that  chapter 

of  Royal  Arch  Masons  be  now  opened  for  the 


dispatch  of  such  business  as  may  regularly  come  before 
it  under  the  usual  Masonic  restrictions.  Take  notice 
and  govern  yourselves  accordingly.  Look  to  the  easl. 
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High  Priest — Together,  Companions.  [Led  by  the 
High  Priest,  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  each  degree 
from  first  to  seventh  are  now  given.  Bee  Chapter  29.] 
High  Priest  (nine  raps;  three,  three  and  three) — In 
the  name  of  God  and  Zerubbabel,  I declare chap- 
ter   — of  Royal  Arch  Masons  opened  in  due  form. 

High  Priest  (one  rap,  companions  are  seated) — Com- 
panion Royal  Arch  Captain,  inform  the  Tyler.  [Royal 
Arch  Captain  gives  seven  raps  and  Tyler  answers  with 
seven,  then  each  gives  one,  when  the  door  is  opened  and 
Tyler  informed.] 

B.  A.  Captain — That  Duty  is  performed,  Most  Excel- 
lent. 

High  Priest  (one  rap) — Companion  Secretary,  you 
will  read  the  minutes  of  our  last  communication.  [Oth- 
er business  follows  in  the  order  prescribed  by  the  by- 
laws, usually  in  similar  order  to  that  of  the  Blue  Lodge. 
See  pages  84-88.  All  of  the  business  of  the  four  de- 
grees of  the  chapter,  except  initiation  in  the  first  three, 
must  be  transacted  in  this  degree,  and  all  candidates  for 
either  of  the  chapter  degrees  must  be  elected  for  initia- 
tion by  Royal  Arch  Masons  only,  when  the  chapter  is 
opened  on  this  degree.  Having  completed  other  busi- 
ness, the  High  Priest  says :] 

High  Priest — Companion  Captain  of  the  Host,  you 
will  ascertain  if  there  are  any  candidates  in  waiting, 
and  if  so  for  what  degree.  [Order  is  obeyed.] 

Capt.  of  H. — Most  excellent,  brethren  A.  B.,  C.  D. 
and  E.  F.  are  in  waiting  to  receive  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree. [In  this  degree  there  must  be  no  more  and  no 
less  than  three  candidates  exalted319  (initiated)  at  once. 
This  is  the  rule,  but  in  practice  one  or  more  of  those 
who  have  taken  the  degree  before,  go  through  it  again 
to  complete  the  group  of  three.  For  initiation  see  next 
chapter.] 

Note  319. — “Three,  and  only  three,  can  be  exalted  at  the  sam« 
time.’’ — Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  74. 
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Seventh,  or  Royal  Arch320  Degree, 
[fourth,  and  last  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

INITIATION. 

[The  High  Priest  having,  as  mentioned  on  previous 
page,  said,  ‘‘Companion  Captain  of  the  Host,  you  will 
ascertain  if  there  are  any  candidates  in  waiting,  and  if 
so  for  what  degree/’  and  he  having  reported  that  three 
were  waiting  to  receive  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  pro- 
ceeds :] 

High  Priest  (one  rap) — Companion  Captain  of  the 
Host,  there  being  in  waiting  a constitutional  number 
of  brethren  desirous  of  being  exalted  to  this  most  au- 
gust and  sublime  degree  of  Masonry,  it  is  my  will  and 
pleasure  that  you  take  charge  of  the  chapter  during  the 
hours  of  labor  and  see  to  the  introduction  of  these 
strangers  among  the  workmen. 

Captain  of  the  Host — Companion  Principal  Sojourn- 
er, you  will  see  that  the  eanddiates  are  prepared  and 
presented. 

[The  Principal  Sojourner  enters  the  preparation-room 

Note  320. — “This  degree  is  indescribably  more  august,  sublime 
and  important  than  all  which  precede  it;  and  is  the  summit  and 
perfection  of  ancient  Masonry.  It  impresses  on  our  minds  a belief 
of  the  being  and  existence  of  a Supreme  Deity,  without  beginning  of 
days  or  end  of  years,  and  reminds  us  of  the  reverence  due  to  his  holy 
name.  It  also  brings  to  light  many  essentials  of  the  Craft,  which 
were,  for  the  space  of  four  hundred  and  seventy  years,  buried  in 
darkness,  and  without  a knowledge  of  which  the  Masonic  character 
cannot  be  complete.”— Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  46. 
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Royal  Arch  Candidates  Duly  and  Truly  Prepared. 


and  prepares  the  three  candidates,  as  follows:  Candi- 

dates have  coats  off  and  are  hoodwinked;  a very  long 
cable-tow  is  used,  being  wound  first  seven  times  around 
the  body  of  the  third  one,  then  seven  times  around  the 
one  about  three  feet  in  front  of  him,  and  lastly  around 
the  front  one.  Thus  cahle-towed  together  the  Princi- 
pal Sojourner  leads  them  along  to  the  door  of  the  chap- 
ter, on  which  he  gives  seven  raps;  three,  three  and  one.] 

Royal  Arch  Captain — Companion  Captain  of  the 
Host,  there  is  an  alarm  at  the  door  of  the  preparation- 
room. 

Capt.  of  H. — Attend  to  the  alarm. 

R.  A.  Captain  (seven  raps  on  door,  then  opens  it)— 
Who  comes  here? 

Principal  Sojourner — Three  brethren,  who  have  been 
regularly  initiated  as  Entered  Apprentices,  passed  to 
the  degree  of  a Eellow  Craft,  raised  to  the  sublime  de- 
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gree  of  a Master  Mason,  advanced  to  the  honorary 
degree  of  a Mark  Master  Mason,  presided  as  Master  in 
the  chair,  received  and  acknowledged  as  a most  Excel- 
lent Master,  and  now  wish  to  receive  further  light  in 
Masonry  by  being  exalted  to  the  most  august  and  sub- 
lime3-1 degree  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

R.  A. Captain — Is  it  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord? 

Candidates — It  is. 

R.  A.  Captain — Companion  Principal  Sojourner,  are 
they  worthy  and  well  qualified  ? 

Principal  Sojourner — They  are. 

B.  A.  Captain — Are  they  duly  and  truly  prepared? 

Principal  Sojourner — They  are. 

B.  A.  Captain. — Have  they  made  suitable  proficiency 
in  the  preceding  degrees? 

Principal  Sojourner — They  have. 

B.  A.  Captain — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  do 
they  expect  to  gain  admission? 

Principal  Sojourner — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

B.  A.  Captain — Give  me  the  pass. 

Principa l S ojourn er — Ba bbon i. 

B.  A.  Captain — Let  them  wait  with  patience  until 
the  Captain  of  the  Host  is  informed  of  their  request 
and  his  answer  returned. 

B.  A.  Captain — (seven  raps  with  rod  on  floor.) 

Captain  of  Host — Who  comes  here? 

B.  A.  Captain — Three  brothers  [etc.,  same  as  at  the 
door.] 

Capt.  of  Host — Is  it  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord  ? 
[Answer  and  next  five  questions  and  answers  same  as 
at  the  door.] 

Capt.  of  Host — Since  they  come  endowed  with  all 
these  essential  qualifications,,  it  is  mv  order  that  they 
enter  this  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  be  re- 
ceived in  due  and  ancient  form. 

Note  321. — “Candidates  receiving  this  degree  are  said  to  be  ‘ex- 
alted to  the  most  sublime  degree  of  the  Royal  Arch.’  ” — Sickels’s 
Monitor,  Part  2,  page  50. 


506 


KOYAL  AKOII  DEG11EE 


Capt.  of  Hosts  (two  raps) — Companions,  you  will 
form  a living  arch  for  the  reception  of  candidates. 
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“Stoop  low/22  brethren;  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall 
be  exalted.323  Stoop  lower.”  [As  they  pass,  under  this 
arch  they  are  pushed  down  with  the  hands  of  the  com- 
panions, and  the  further  they  go  and  the  more  they 
stoop  the  worse  they  are  used,  often  being  pushed  flat 
on  the  floor.  They  stop  in  front  of  the  Captain  of  the 
Host.] 

Capt.  of  Host — My  brethren,  you  are  received  into 
this  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  under  a living  arch, 
which  is  to  impress  upon  your  minds  in  the  most  sol- 
emn manner  that  the  principal  secrets  of  this  degree 
can  only  be  communicated  under  a living  arch.  [They 
pass  around  once  and  come  back  in  front  of  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Host.] 

Capt.  of  Host — My  brethren,  as  no  man  should  ever 
enter  upon  any  great  or  important  undertaking  without 
first  invoking  the  blessing  of  Deity,  we  will,  before  pro- 
ceeding further  in  these  solemn  ceremonies,  kneel324  and 
pray. 

Capt.  of  Host  (three  raps,  Principal  Sojourner  and 
candidates  kneel.) 

Note  322. — “The  Mason  who  seeks  advancement  must  lay  aside  all 
pride  and  arrogance,  and  with  an  humble  spirit,  a readiness  to  learn, 
and  an  anxiety  to  be  taught,  must  throw  himself  at  the  feet  of  his 
preceptor  and  receive  the  new  light  and  truth  for  which  he  craves. 
And  so  the  candidate  for  the  sublime  mysteries  of  this  august  degree 
is  first  to  learn  on  its  very  threshold  to  bow  his  head  and  to  stoop 
low,  ever  remembering  that  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  ex- 
alted.”— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  355. 

Note  323. — “The  following  passages  of  Scripture,  with  prayer,  are 
introduced  during  the  ceremony  of  Exaltation: 

“ ‘He  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted.’ 

********** 

“ ‘I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a way  that  they  knew  not.’  ” — Sickels’s 
Monitor,  Part  2,  page  52. 

Note  324. — “ ‘The  fraternity,’  says  Bro.  Scott,  ‘are  taught  the 
necessity  of  appealing  to  the  throne  of  heaven  before  entering  upon 
any  important  undertaking.  To  the  Father  of  all  we  must  ask  for 
strength  and  power  to  support  us  in  every  trial,  duty  and  emergency 
in  life.  * * * For  aSi  among  the  ancients,  the  forehead  was  conse- 
crated to  genius,  the  ear  to  memory,  and  the  right  hand  to  faith,  so 
the  knees  were  consecrated  to  mercy.’  ” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
358. 
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PRAYER  BY  PRINCIPAL  SOJOURNER. 

“0  thou  eternal  and  omnipotent  Jehovah,  the  glori- 
ous and  everlasting  I AM,  permit  us,  thy  frail,  depend- 
ent and  needy  creatures,  in  the  name  of  our  Most  Excel- 
lent and  Supreme  High  Priest , to  approach  thy  divine 
Majesty,  and  do  thou,  who  sittest  between  the  Cherubim 
incline  thine  ear  to  the  voice  of  our  praises,  and  of  our 
supplication,  and  vouchsafe  to  commune  with  us  from 
oh  the  mercy  seat.  We  humbly  adore  and  worship  thy 
unspeakable  perfections,  and  thy  unbounded  goodness 
and  benevolence.  We  bless  thee,  fhat  when  man  had 
sinned,  and  fallen  from  his  innocence  and  happiness, 
thou  didst  still  leave  unto  him  the  powers  of  reasoning 
and  the  capacity  of  improvement  and  of  pleasure.  We 
adore  thee,  that  amidst  the  pains  and  calamities  of  our 
present  state,  so  many  means  of  refreshment  and  satis- 
faction are  afforded  us,  while  traveling  the  rugged  path 
of  life,  iknd  0,  thou  who  didst  aforetime  appear  unto 
thv  servant  Moses,  in  a flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst  of 
a bush , enkindle,  we  beseech  thee,  in  each  of  our  hearts, 
a flame  of  devotion  to  thee,  of  love  to  each  other,  and 
of  benevolence  and  charity  to  all  mankind.  May  the 
veils  of  ignorance  and  blindness  he  removed  from  the 
eyes  of  our  understandings,  that  we  may  behold  and 
adore  thy  mighty  and  wondrous  work.  May  the  rod 
and  staff  of  thy  grace  and  power  continually  support 
us,  and  defend  us  from  the  rage  of  all  our  enemies,  and 
especially  from  the  subtlety  and  malice  of  that  old  ser- 
pent, who  with  cruel  vigilance  seeketh  our  ruin.  May 
the  leprosy  of  sin  be  eradicated  from  our  bosoms,  and 
may  Holiness  to  the  Lord  be  engraven  upon  all  our 
thoughts,  words  and  actions.  May  the  incense  of  piety 
ascend  continually  unto  thee  from  off  the  altar,  of 
our  hearts,  and  burn  day  and  night  as  a sweet-smell- 
ing savor  unto  thee.  May  we  daily  search  the  records 
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of  truth , that  we  may  be  more  and  more  instructed  in 
our  duty;  and  may  we  share  the  blessedness  of  those 
who  hear  the  sacred  word  and  keep  it.  And  finally,  0 
merciful  Father,  when  we  shall  have  passed  through  the 
outward  veils  of  these  earthly  courts , when  the  earthly 
house  of  thic  tabernacle  shall  be  dissolved,  may  we  be 
admitted  into  the  Holy  of  Holies  above,  into  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Grand  Council  of  Heaven,  where  the  Su- 
preme High  Priest  forever  reigns.  Amen.” — Sickelss 
Monitor,  Part  2,  page  52. 

Companions — So  mote  it  be. 

Capt.  of  Host — (one  rap,  seating  the  chapter.) 

R.  A.  Captain — Arise,  let  us  be  goings  [They  rise, 
and  again  go  the  circuit  of  the  chapter;  and  when  in 
front  of  Captain  of  Host  salute  with  seven  raps.] 

Capt.  of  Host — Who  comes  here  and  what  are  your, 
intentions?  [Answer  same  as  at  the  door,  and  next  six 
questions  are  same.] 

Capt.  of  Host — Brethren,  in  pursuing  your  intentions 
it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  traverse  those  rough  and 
rugged  roads  which  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  have  trav- 
eled before  you ; but  before  proceeding  further  you  must 
taken  a solemn  obligation,325  which,  I am  free  to  inform 
you,  contains  nothing  which  can  conflict  with  the  duties 
you  owe  to  your  God,  your  country,  your  neighbor  or 
yourself.  With  this  assurance  on  my  part,  are  you 
willing  to  take  such  an  obligation,  as  all  Royal  Arch 
Masons  have  taken  before. you? 

Candidates — We  are. 

Note  325. — “The  extended  duties  and  obligations  of  this  degree 
are  next  referred  to  by  those  imrressive  ceremonies  which  are  pecu- 
liar  to  Freemasonry.  The  obligations  imposed  by  exaltation  to  this 
august  degree,  although  of  the  most  solemn  nature,  are  still  emi- 
nently practical  in  their  nature,  for  it  must  be  remembered,  to  bor- 
row the  language  of  a distinguished  brother,  that  as  ‘the  Order  of 
Masonry  was  instituted  for  the  improvement  of  mankind,  so  it  de- 
mands the  performance  of  no  doty,  the  practice  of  no  principle  that 
is  extravagant  or  impracticable.’  Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  259. 
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Capt.  of  Host— Companion  Principal  Sojourner,  place 
the  brethren  in  due  form  to  be  made  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
*ons. 

Principal  Sojourner — Advance  by  six  upright  regular 
steps.  [They  take  the  steps  of  the  six  preceding  degrees 
in  regular  order.] 

Principal  Sojourner— As  Royal  Arch  Masons  take 

one  additional  step  with  your  left  foot,  bringing 
the  heel  of  the  right  foot  to  the  hollow  of  the  left,  am 
forming  an  equilateral  triangle.  Stand  erect.  Advance 
kneel  on  both  knees,  your  body  erect,  and  both  hand* 
resting  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and  compass. 

Principal  Sojourner — The  brethren  are  in  due  font 
Companion  Captain  of  the  Host. 

Capt.  of  Host  (three  raps,  calling  up  the  chapter)— 
You  will  repeat  your  names,  and  say  after  me: 

RITE  OF  SECRECY,  OR  OBLIGATION  ROYAL  ARCH  DEGREE. 

I , I , I , [repeated  by  each],  of  my 

own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty 
God  and  this  Most  Excellent  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  erected  to  him  and  dedicated  to  Zerubbabei,  do 
hereby  and  hereon,  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  prom- 
ise and  swear,  as  I have  heretofore  done,  that  I will  not 
communicate  the  secrets326  belonging  to  this  degree  to 
any  one  of  an  inferior  degree,  nor  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons whomsoever,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful 
companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  or  in  a regular  consti- 
tuted chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  nor  unto  him  or 

Note  326. — “The  necessity  of  and  reasons  for  secrecy,  the  duties 
Masons  owe  to  God,  to  each  other,  to  their  country,  and  to  society, 
are  recited  in  this  degree  in  unmistakable  language  and  in  solemn 
form.  None  that  deserves  the  name  can  ever  forget  the  ties  of  a 
Royar.  Arch  Mason.’’— Pierson’s  Traditions,  page  339. 
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them,  until  by  strict  trial,  due  examination  or  legal 
information,  I shall  have  found  him  or  them  as  lawfully 
entitled  to  the  same  as  I am  myself. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  stand  to 
and  abide  by  all  the  laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  any 
chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  which  I may  become 
a member;  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Grand 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  under  whose  jurisdiction  the  same 
may  work;  together  with  the  constitution,  laws  and 
edicts  of  the  General  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  so  far  as  they  shall  come  to 
ray  knowledge. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  answer 
and  obey  all  due  signs  and  summons  sent  me  from  a 
chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  or  handed  me  by  a com- 
panion Royal  Arch  Mason,  if  within  the  length  of  my 
cable-tow. 

T furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  T will  not 
strike  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  or  draw  his  blood  in  anger, 
nor  suffer  it  to  he  done  by  others,  if  in  my  power  to 
prevent  it. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  T will  assist  a 
companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  when  engaged  in  any 
difficulty,  and  will  espouse  his  cause  so  far  as  to  extri- 
cate him  from  the  same,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong. 

T furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  keep  all 
the  secrets  of  a companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  when 
communicated  to  me  as  such,  without  exception. 

T furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  be 
present  at  the  opening  of  a chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, unless  there  shall  be  present  at  least  nine  regular 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  myself  included. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  b* 
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present  at  the  exaltation  of  more  or  less  than  three 
persons  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  ex- 
plain  the  key  of  mysterious  characters,  belonging  to 
this  degree,  except  to  him  or  them  to  whom  the  same 
may  justly  and  lawfully  belong. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  give 
the  grand  omnific,  or  Royal  Arch  word,  in  any  way, 
form  or  manner,  except,  in  that  in  which  I shall  receive 
it,  which  will  be  in  the  presence  of  three  regular  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  myself  included,  we  first  agreeing  by 
three  times  three  under  a living  arch,  and  over  a tri- 
angle, and  then  in  lowr  breath ; nor  the  great  and  sacred 
name,  except  in  due  form,  and  in  a reverential  manner. 

I furthermore  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not 
cheat,  wrong  or  defraud  a chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, or  a companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  knowingly. 

And  this  I most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and 
swear,  with  a firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  perform, 
the  same,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation,  or 
secret  evasion  of  mind  whatever,  binding  myself  under 
no  less  a penalty  than  that  of  having  my  skull  smote 
off,  and  my  brain  exposed  to  the  scorching  rays  of  the 
meridan  sun,  should  I ever  knowingly  violate  this  my 
RoyaT  Arch  Mason’s  obligation.  So  help  me  God  and 
keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same 
Capt.  of  Host — In  token  of  your  sincerity  of  purpose 
in  these  solemn  engagements  you  will  kiss  the  Holy 
Bible,  now  open  before  you.  [Each  kisses  the  Bible.] 
Principal  Sojourner — Arise,  let  us  be  going.  [They 
pass  once  around  the  chapter,  while  the  Captain  of  the 
Host  reads  from  Exodus  3.  1-3.] 
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. THE  BURNING  BUSH.’27 

“Now  Moses  kept  the  flock  of  Jethro,  his  father-in- 
law,  the  priest  of  Midian;  and  he  led  the  flock  to  the 
back  side  of  the  desert,  and  came  to  the  mountain  of 
God,  even  to  Horeb.  And  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared unto  him  in  a flame  of  fire  out  of  the  midst  of 
a bush,  and  he  looked,  and  behold,  the  bush  burned 
with  fire,  and  the  bush  was  not  consumed. 

“And  when  the  Lord  saw  that  he  turned  aside  to  see, 
God  called  to  him  out  of  the  bush,  and  said,  Moses! 
Moses ! And  he  said,  Here  am  I.  And  he  said.  Draw 
not  nigh  hither : put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for 
the  place  whereon  thou  standest  is  holy  ground.  More- 
over, he  said,  I am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  God  of 
Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob. 
And  Moses  hid  his  face,  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon 
God.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  359. 

[The  reading  is  completed  when  they  are  but  part 
way  around  the  room,  in  front  of  a bush  saturated  with 
sonre  very  light,  inflammable  material,  such  as  cam- 
phene,  when  they  are  halted  by  the  Principal  Sojourner 
the  bush  is  set  on  fire,  and  a person  who  blasphemously 
personates  God,  says,  as  the  hoodwinks  are  raised  from 
their  eyes,  “Moses  ! Moses  !”] 

Principal  Sojourner  (for  candidate) — Here  am  I. 

Note  327. — “The  Burning  Bush.  It  was  at  the  Burning  Bush 
that  Moses  received  the  divine  commission  in  fulfillment  of  which 
ho  composed  the  I’entateuch.  And  as  it  is  from  these  writings  of 
Moses  that  we  derive  all  those  significant  teachings  by  which  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  is  eminently  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the 
fraternity,  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate  to  introduce  the  instructions, 
hereafter  to  be  given  by  a recital  of  the  passage  which  details  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  Jewish  lawgiver  received  the  power 
aud  authority  to  perform  those  miracles  which  are  referred  to  in 
subsequent  parts  of  the  degree. 

“But  the  Burning  Bush,  as  the  spot  where  the  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.  first 
made  himself  known  to  Moses,  and  through  him  to  his  chosen  people, 
becomes  to  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  the  source  of  light  and  knowledge 
and  takes  the  position  occupied  by  the  East  in  symbolic  Masonry. 
And  hence,  in  some  of  the  higher  degrees.  Masonic  documents  are 
dated  not  from  the  ‘East.’  but  from  the  ‘B.  • .B.  * .’ — that  is,  the 
Burning  Bush. — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  3G1. 
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Blasphemer  (as  God) — Draw  not  nigh  hither;  put  of? 
th}^  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
standest  is  holy  ground.  I am  the  God  of  thy  fathers, 
the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of 
Jacob. 

Principal  Sojourner — Brethren,  let  us  kneel.  [Pulls 
their  hoodwinks  down  over  their  eyes  again.]  And 
Moses  hid  his  face,  for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon  God. 

Capt.  of  Host — My  brethren,  the  symbol  of  the  burn- 
ing bush  is  exhibited  to  you  at  this  period  of  your  exal- 
tation to  impress  upon  your  minds,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that  the  words  and  signs  following  were  of 
divine  institution,  and  as  such  were  sacredly  regarded 
by  the  Children  of  Israel,  and  by  them  transmitted  to 
their  posterity  as  means  by  which  they  might  be  known 
and  distinguished  forever  after. 

Principal  Sojourner  (to  the  still  kneeling  candidates) 
— Arise,  let  us  be  going.  [They  pass  three  times  around 
the  chapter,  while  the  Captain  of  the  Host  reads  from 
2 Chron.  xxxvi.  11-20.] 

• Of) 

THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  JERUSALEM. 

“Zedekiah  was  one-and-twenty  years  old  when  he  be- 
gan to  reign,  and  reigned  eleven  years  in  Jerusalem. 
And  he  did  that  which  was  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord 
his  God,  and  humbled  not  himself  before  Jeremiah  the 
prophet  speaking  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord. 

“And  he  also  rebelled  against  King  Nebuchadnezzar, 
and  stiffened  his  neck,  and  hardened  his  heart,  from 
turning  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.  Moreover,  all 
the  chiefs  of  the  priests,  and  the  people,  transgressed 

Note  328. — “The  temple  was  destroyed  in  the  year  of  the  world 
3416;  and  588  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ,  being  just  416  years 
since  its  dedication  by  King  Solomon.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page 
863. 
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very  much  after  all  the  abominations  of  the  heathen, 
and  polluted  the  house  of  the  Lord,  which  he  had  hal- 
lowed in  Jerusalem.  And  the  Lord  God  of  their  fa- 
thers sent  to  them  by  his  messengers,  because  he  had 
compassion  on  his  people  and  on  his  dwelling-place. 
But  they  mocked  the  messengers  of  God,  and  despised 
his  words,  and  misused  his  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of 
the  Lord  arose  against  his  people,  till  there  was  no 
remedy.  * * * Therefore  he  brought  upon  them 
the  king  of  the  Chaldees,  who  slew  their  young  men 
with  the  sword  in  the  house  of  their  sanctuary,  and  had 
no  compassion  upon  young  man  or  maiden,  old  man  or 
him  that  stooped  for  age;  he  gave  them  all  into  his 
hand.  And  all  the  vessels  of  the  house  of  God,  great 
and  small,  and  the  treasures  of  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  treasures  of  the  king,  and  of  his  princes;  all 
these  he  brought  to  Babylon.  And  they  burnt  the 
house  of  God,  and  brake  down  the  wall  of  Jerusalem, 
and  burnt  all  the  places  thereof  with  fire,  and  destroyed 
all  the  goodly  vessels  thereof.  And  them  that  had 
escaped  from  the  sword,  carried  he  away  to  Babylon, 
where  they  were  servants  to  him  and  his  sons,  until 
the  reign  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia.” — Sickels’s  Monitor , 
Part  2,  page  56. 

[When  the  Principal  Sojourner  comes  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  slaying  of  the  young  men  by  the  Chaldees, 
etc.,  the  companions  in  all  parts  of  the  room  begin  at 
once  to- imitate  the  noise  of  battle,  by  stamping,  yell- 
ing, groaning,  clashing  of  swords,  overturning  benches, 
etc.,  increasing  to  the  close  of  the  reading,  when  the 
candidates  are  thrown  to  the  floor,  bound  hand  and 
foot,  and  dragged  or  carried  into  the  preparation-room 
as  pretended  captives’29  taken  at  the  siege  of  Jerusa- 

Note  320. — “With  the  destruction  of  the  temple  and  the  City  of 
Jerusalem,  and  the  carrying  of  the  Jews  into  captivity,  ends  the  first 
clause  of  the  Royal  Arch  reception.” — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  363, 
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lem.  They  soon  hear  shouts  of  “Hurrah  for  the  cap* 
tives !”  repeated  several  times,  when  all  becomes  quiet.] 

i 

SECOND  CLAUSE.330 

Capt.  of  Host  (at  door  of  preparation-room,  which  he 
opens) — My  brethren,  heretofore  in  these  ceremonies 
you  have  represented  three  Most  Excellent  Masters, 
who  were  present  at  the  destruction  of  King  Solomon’s 
temple  by  Nebuzaradan,  Captain  of  the  Guard  to  Neb- 
uchadnezzar, king  of  Babylon,  who  in  the  eleventh  year 
of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah,  king  of  Judah,  came  up  to 
Jerusalem  and  seized  all  the  holy  vessels,  the  two  fa- 
mous brazen  pillars,  and  all  the  treasures  of  the  king’s 
house,  his  palaces,  and  his  princes.  He  then  set  the 
temple  and  the  city  on  tire,  overthrowing  its  walls, 
towers  and  fortresses,  and  totally  leveling  and  razing  it 
till  it  became  one  thorough  desolation;  and  the  rem- 
nant of  the  people  that  escaped  the  sword  carried  he 
away  captive  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  where  they  re- 
mained servants  to  him  and  his  successors  until  the 
reign  of  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  who  in  the  first  year  of 
his  reign  issued  his  famous  proclamation,  saying: 

“proclamation.331 

“Thus  saith  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  the  Lord  God  of 
Heaven  hath  given  me  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth, 

Note  330.— “Second  Clause.  The  second  clause  commences  by  a 
reference  to  that  happy  period  when  Cyrus,  having  overthrown  the 
Chaldean  dynasty,  restored  the  captive  Jews  to  liberty,  and  per- 
mitted them  to  return  to  Jerusalem  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding  the 
house  of  the  Lord.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  364. 

Note  331. — “Good  News!  Good  News!  In  the  first  year  oi 
Cyrus,  King  of  Persia,  the  Lord  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus,  King 
of  Persia,  that  he  made  a proclamation  throughout  all  his  kingdom, 
and  put  it  also  in  writing.” — Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  57. 
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and  he  hath  charged  me  to  build  him  an  house  at  Jeru- 
salem, which  is  in  Judah.  Who  is  there  among  you  of 
all  his  people?  His  God  be  with  him  and  let  him  go 
up  to  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah,  and  build  the  house 
of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  (he  is  the  God)  which  is  in 
Jerusalem."  (Ezra  1,  1-3.) — Sickels’s  Monitor , Part  2 , 
page  57. 

Capt.  of  Host  (continuing) — In  response  to  this  proc- 
lamation of  the  king  many  of  our  ancient  brethren, 
children  of  the  captivity,  have  already  departed  for  Je- 
rusalem, to  build  again  the  court  and  house  of  the  Lord. 
You  will  now  represent  three  of  the  Hebrew,  captives 
who  were  left  behind  in  Babylon,  and  in  that  capacity 
what  answer  do  you  make  to  this  offer? 

Principal  Sojourner — I am  willing  to  go  up.  Are 
you?  [Turns  to  candidates.] 

Candidates — We  are. 

Principal  Sojourner — We  are  willing  to  go  up;  but, 
“Behold  when  I come  unto  the  Children  of  Israel,  and 
shall  say  unto  them,  The  God  of  your  fathers  hath  sent 
me  unto  you;  and  they  shall  say  to  me.  What  is  his 
name?  what  shall  I say  unto  them?” — Sickels's  Moni- 
tor, Part  2 , page  58. 

Capt.  of  Host — “I  Am  that  I Am.33  2 Thus  shalt  thou 


Note  332. — “The  Egyptians  worshiped  the  Sun  as  their  chief 
deity,  under  the  appellation  of  ON,  and  it  was  to  distinguish  himself 
as  the  true  and  only  God  that  Jehovah,  in  the  passage  just  recited, 
instructed  Moses  to  inform  the  Israelites  that  he  came  to  them  by 
the  authority  of  him  who  was  I AM  THAT  I AM,  which  term  signi- 
fies the  Self-existing  Being.  This  method  of  denoting  the  Supreme 
Deity  was  adopted  by  the  Jews  under  the  teachings  of  Moses  and 
distinguished  them  from  all  heathen  nations  of  the  world.  It  be 
came,  therefore,  the  shibboleth,  as  it  were,  of  their  religion,  and  was 
appropriately  selected  as  a token  by  which  the  captives  might,  on 
their  arrival  at  Jerusalem,  prove  themselves  to  he  the  true  children 
of  the  covenant  and  worthy  to  be  employed  in  the  task  of  rebuilding 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  ” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  365, 


' 


I Am.  Let  us  be  going*.  [They  march  several  times  around  the  preparation-room, 
and  then  enter  the  chapter,  where  they  are  nearly  deafened  by  the  voice  of  several 
yelling*  “Good  news:’’  ‘‘Babylon  has  fallen;”  while  others  make  hideous  noises 
on  tin  horns,  etc.  They  then  march  on  through  a dark  passage  over  blocks  and 
sticks  of  wood,  benches,  chairs,  a stove,  tumble-down  bridge  and  anything  to 
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make  a " rough  and  rugged  road/™  and  while  passing 
along  the  Principal  Sojourner  entertains  them  with  a 
pretended  description  of  the  route,  and  as  the  three 
candidates  are  hoodwinked  they  stumble  along  at  a 
sorry  rate.] 

Principal  Sojourner — Brethren,  we  are  now  return- 
ing to  Jerusalem  from  Babylon,  where  we  have  been 
held  in  captivity  many  long  years.  Thanks  be  given 
to  King  Cyrus,  by  whose  proclamation  we  have  been 
liberated,  and  promoted  to  return  to  our  city  and  tem- 
ple. We  have  left  the  domes  and  spires  of  Babylon 
behind  us,  and  I can  now  just  see  them  glittering  in 
the  sunlight  of  the  hills  and  plains  of  Chaldea.  Our 
trust  is  in  the  Great  I Am,  and  although  our  journey 
may  be  long,  tedious  and  dreary,  and  our  pathway 
rough,  rugged  and  dangerous,  y^et  we  will  endeavor  to 
overcome  every  obstacle,  endure  every  hardship,  and 
brave  every  danger,  to  accomplish  the  great  and  glori- 
ous work  upon  which  we  have  entered.  Here,  breth- 
ren, the  routes  diverge,  one  leading  in  a direct  line 
through  the  desert  of  Arabia,  the  other  up  by  the 
banks  of  the  river  Euphrates,  and  around  by  the  way 
of  Tadmor  and  Damascus.  The  desert  route  is  less  fre- 
quented by  travelers,  owing  to  its  extensive  sandy 
plains,  its  intense  heat,  and  great  scarcity  of  provisions 
and  water.  The  other  route  is  much  more  pleasant, 
though  longer  and  more  mountainous.  On  this  route 
we  can  procure  plenty  of  fresh  water  and  fruits.  Kow, 
brethren,  which  one  shall  we  take?  * * * Let  us  be  going. 

Note  333. — “The  return  of  the  captives  from  Babylon  to  Jerusa- 
lem through  a barren  wilderness  beset  by  hostile  tribes,  and  over 
a dry  desert  unsupplied  with  water  to  quench  their  thirst,  or  any 
means  of  subsistence,  must  have  proved  to  these  weary  and  foot- 
sore pilgrims  a rough  and  rugged  road.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
365. 


520 


ROYAL  ARCH  DEGREE. 


We  are  now  approaching  the  banks  of  the  Euphra- 
tes again,  but  before  reaching  the  river  we  shall  have 
to  pass  over  a rough  and  dangerous  place.  Stop,  breth- 
ren, it  is  just  before  us.  Before  we  undertake  its  pas- 
sage, let  us  do  as  all  good  men  ever  do  before  entering 
upon  any  great  and  important  undertaking,  kneel  and 
invoke  the  blessing  of  Deity.  [All  kneel.] 

FIRST  PRAYER  ON  THE  WAY  FROM  BABYLON.334 

Principal  Sojourner — “Lord,  I cry  unto  thee:  make 
haste  unto  me;  give  ear  unto  my  voice.  Let  my  pray- 
er be  set  forth  before  thee,  as  incense:  and  the  lifting 
up  of  my  hands  as  the  evening  sacrifice.  Set  a watch, 
0 Lord,  before  my  mouth;  keep  the  door  of  my  lips. 
Incline  not  my  heart  to  any  evil  thing,  to  practice 
wicked  works  with  men  that  work  iniquity.  Let  the 
righteous  smite  me ; it  shall  be  a kindness : and  let  him 
reprove  me;  it  shall  be  an  excellent  oil.  Mine  eyes  are 
unto  thee,  0 God  the  Lord;  in  thee  is  my  trust;  leave 
not  my  soul  destitute.  Keep  me  from  the  snare  which 
they  have  laid  for  me,  and  the  gins  of  the  workers  of 
iniquity.  Let  the  wicked  fall  into  their  own  nets, 
whilst  that  I withal  escape  (Ps.  cxli.) — Mackey's  Ritual- 
ist, page  366. 

Principal  Sojourner — We  will  now  pursue  our  jour- 
ney. [They  start  on.]  Be  careful,  brethren;  we  shall 
soon  be  over  it.  Remember  in  whom  you  put  your 

trust ....  There,  brethren,  we  are  now  on  the  green 

■ 

Note  334. — “The  passages  of  Scripture  selected  as  a memorial 
Of  the  tribulations  of  that  journey  are  appropriately  taken  from 
those  Psalms  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  David 
when  in  circumstances  of  great  distress — the  first  when  he  was 
flying  from  the  anger  of  Saul  ; the  second  when  concealed  in  the 
cave  of  En-gedi  from  the  persecutions  of  his  enemies ; and  the 
last,  when  in  great  sorrow  on  account  of  the  rebellion  of  his  son 
Absalom.  They  are  here,  however,  referred,  as  they  have  been 
by  some  commentators,  to  the  condition  of  the  exiles  at  Babylon.” 
— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  365. 
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banks  of  the  Euphrates.  IIow  beautiful  the  scenery 
around  us.  We  will  tarry  here,  rest  and  refresh  our- 
selves. Here  is  some  clear  water  from  the  river;  quench 
your  thirst. 

Arise,  let  us  be  going. . . .We  are  now  passing 
through  Syria,  towards  Damascus.  We  shall  pass  near 
the  ancient  city  of  Tadmor,  or  Palmyra,  and  through 
many  beautiful  groves  and  vineyards.  Before  reaching 
Damascus  we  shall  have  to  cross  a bridge  over  a deep 
ravine.  It  is  just  before  you.  Stop,  brethren,  let  me 
go  forward  and  examine.  ...  It  is  a very  difficult  and 
dangerous83  5 place;  therefore,  before  we  proceed,  let  us 
kneel  and  pray.  [All  kneel.] 

SECOND  PRAYER  ON  THE  WAY  FROM  BABYLON. 

Principal  Sojourner — “I  cried  unto  the  Lord  with  my 
voice ; with  my  voice  unto  the  Lord  did  I make  my  sup- 
plication. 1 poured  out  my  complaint  before  him ; I 
showed  before  him  my  trouble.  When  my  spirit  was 
overwhelmed  within  me,  then  thou  knewest  my  path. 
In  the  way  wherein  I walked  have  they  privily  laid  a 
snare  for  me.  I looked  on  my  right  hand,  and  beheld, 
but  there  was  no  man  that  would  know  me;  refuge 
failed  me:  no  man  cared  for  my  soul.  I cried  unto 
thee,  0 Lord ; I said,  Thou  art  my  refuge  and  my  por- 
tion in  the  land  of  the.  living.  Attend  unto  my  cry, 
for  I am  brought  very  low;  deliver  me  from  my  perse- 
cutors; for  they  are  stronger  than  I.  Bring  my  soul 
out  of  prison,  that  I may  praise  thy  name.”  (Ps.  cxlii.) 
— Mackey's  Ritualist , page  366. 

Note  335. — “Leaving  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  they  direct 
their  anxious  steps  over  rough  and  rugged  roads  to  that  beloved 
mountain  of  the  Lord,  where  their  ancestors  were  so  long  wont 
to  worship.  The  events  connected  with  this  restoration  are  of 
deep  attraction  to  the  Mason,  since  the  history  abounds  in  inter- 
esting and  instructive  legends.  But  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject demands  that  we  should  pursue  the  investigation  in  a separ- 
ate lecture.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  412. 
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Principal  Sojourner — We  will  now  press  on  our 
journey.  . . .Be  careful,  brethren;  be  careful,  brethren; 
we  shall  soon  be  over  it ...  . Stop,  brethren,  the  bridge 
appears  to  be  rotten,  and  the  end  is  about  to  fall .... 
Jump,  brethren ! Jump  for  your  lives!. . . .We  have  es- 
caped; the  bridge  has  f alien ....  Let  us  move  on. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  Damascus.  This  is  a famous 
resting  place  for  travelers,  and  here  too  we  will  sit 
down,  rest  and  refresh  ourselves.  [They  sit  down.]  We 
are  surrounded  by  vineyards  and  cool  fountains.  I will 

go  and  gather  some  fruits  for  you Here  is  some 

clear  water  from  the  fountain.  [They  don't  get  any 
water,  however.] 

Arise,  brethren,  let  us  be  going.  We  must  not  tarry 
longer,  for  we  have  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  far- 
ther to  travel  before  we  shall  reach  Jerusalem. 

We  are  now  passing  through  the  forest  of  Lebanon, 
where  our  fathers  felled  and  prepared  the  timber  for 
King  Solomon’s  temple.  We  shall  soon  come  to  an- 
other very  difficult  passage,  more  dangerous  than  the 
rest.  . . .Here  it  is.  We  remember  in  whom  we  put  our 
trust.  Let  us  once  more  kneel  and  pray.  [They  kneel.] 

THIRD  PRAYER  ON  THE  WAY  FROM  BABYLON. 

Principal  Sojourner — “Hear  my  prayer,  0 Lord ; give 
ear  to  my  supplications : in  thy  faithfulness  answer  me, 
and  in  thy  righteousness.  And  enter  not  into  judg- 
ment with  thy  servant;  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  man 
living  be  justified. 

“For  the  enemy  hath  persecuted  my  soul;  he  hath 
made  me  to  dwell  in  darkness.  Therefore  is  my  spirit 
overwhelmed  within  me;  my  heart  within  me  is  deso- 
late. Hear  me  speedily,  0 Lord : my  spirit  faileth : hide 
not  thy  face  from  me,  lest  I be  like  unto  them  that  go 
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down  into  the  pit.  Cause  me  to  hear  thy  loving  kind- 
ness in  the  morning;  for  in  thee  do  I trust:  cause  me 
to  know  the  way  wherein  I should  walk,  for  I lift  up 
my  soul  unto  thee.  Bring  my  soul  out  of  trouble,  and 
of  thy  mercy  cut  off  mine  enemies:  for  I am  thy  ser- 
vant.” (Ps.  cxliii.) — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  36 7. 

Principal  Sojourner — We  will  now  pursue  our  journ- 
ney ....  Be  careful,  brethren ; be  careful,  brethren ; we 
shall  soon  be  over  it ... . There,  brethren,  we  are  safely 
over  all  our  perils.  Let  us  move  on ... . Brethren,  we 
are  now  on  the  plains  of  Jordan,  between  Succoth  and 
Zeradatha,  where  our  ancient  Grand  Master  Hiram 
Abiff  so  faithfully  wrought  in  casting  all  the  holy  ves- 
sels for  King  Solomon’s  temple.  Here,  brethren,  those 
two  famous  pillars,  Jachin  and  Boaz,  were  cast.  Cheer 
up,  brethren,  our  journey  is  almost  at  an  end.  I can 
see  the  ruins  of  our  ancient  city  in  the  distance,  and  the 
glittering  tents  of  our  brethren. 

Bough  and  rugged33  6 has  been  the  road;  long  and 
toilsome  has  been  our  march;  but,  sustained  by  a firm 
trust  in  the  Great  I Am,  we  have  arrived  at  our  journey’s 
end.  I can  see  the  tabernacle  just  before  us.  Let  us 
hasten  on.  [He  lifts  their  hoodwinks,  exclaiming:] 
Look ! Look  ! brethren. . . .Brethren,  here  is  an  obstruc- 
tion [they  are  at  the  first  veil],  but  as  we  are  Most  Ex- 
cellent Masters  let  us  make  an  alarm  and  see  if  we  can 
gain  admission. 

Principal  Sojourner — (Baps  on  floor  six  times  with 
his  staff.)  [In  some  chapters  the  alarm  is  seven  raps. 

Note  33G. — “But  rough  and  rugged  as  was  the  road,  and  long 
and  toilsome  as  was  the  march,  it  at  last  came  to  an  end.  and  the 
weary  sojourners  were  blessed  with  the  sight  of  the  ruined  wa!is 
of  Jerusalem  and  the  glistening  tents  of  their  brethren.  Here  they 
turned  aside  to  rest ; and  here  too  we  may  pause  in  our  review 
of  the  ritual,  to  investigate  the  nature  of  the  temporary  taber* 
nacle  which  is  said  to  have  been  erected  by  the  Jewish  leaders 
near  the  ruins  of  the  temple.” — Mackey's  Ritualist t p^ge  368. 
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and  in  others  nine,  but  six  is  the  Most  Excellent  Mas- 
ter’s alarm,  and  the  candidates  represent  Most  Excellent 
Masters.  The  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil  tells 
them  to  give  seven  raps  thereafter.] 


First  Veil— Blue.  is  at  hand ! Who  comes  here  ? 

Principal  Sojourner — Three  weary  sojourners,  who 
have  come  up  to  help,  aid  and  assist  in  rebuilding  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — From  whence  came  you? 

Principal  Sojourner — From  Babylon. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — By  an  order  of  the  Grand  Coun- 
cil, now  in  session,  issued  in  consequence  of  difficulties 
having  arisen  from  the  introduction  of  strangers  among 
the  workmen,  none  are  permitted  to  engage  in  this 
great  and  glorious  work  except  the  true  descendants  of 
the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel.  It  is,  therefore,  necessary 
that  you  be  particular  in  tracing  your  genealogy.  Who 
are  you? 

Principal  Sojourner — We  are  of  your  own  brethren 
and  kin,  children  of  the  captivity;  true  descendants  of 
those  noble  families  of  Giblemites*87  who  wrought  so  hard 
at  the  building  of  the  first  temple.  We  have  been  regu- 
larly initiated  as  Entered  Apprentices,  passed  to  the 

Note  337. — “Zerubbabel  found  it  necessary  to  demand  of  every 
one  who  offered  himself  as  an  assistant  in  the  undertaking,  that 
he  should  give  an  accurate  account  of  his  lineage,  and  prove 
himself  to  have  been  a descendant  (which  no  Samaritan  could  be) 
of  those  faithful  Giblemites  who  worked  at  the  building  of  the 
first  temple.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  418. 


Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil — 
Who  dares  approach  this  first  veil  of 
our  sacred  tabernacle?  [Three  raps.] 
Companions,  assemble ! The  enemy 
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degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of 
Master  Mason,  advanced  to  the  honorary  degree  of 
Mark  Master,  presided  as  Masters  in  the  chair,  and  re- 
ceived and  acknowledged  as  Most  Excellent  Masters. 
We  were  also  present  at  the  destruction  of  the  temple 
by  Nebuzaradan,338  by  whom  we  were  carried  away  cap- 
tive to  the  king  of  Babylon,  where  we  remained  ser- 
vants to  him  and  his  successors  until  the  reign  of  Cyrus, 
king  of  Persia,  by  whose  proclamation  we  have  been 
liberated,  and  have  now  come  up  to  help,  aid  and  assist 
in  this  great  and  glorious  work. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — By  what  further  right  or  bene- 
fit do  you  expect  to  gain  admission? 

Principal  Sojourner — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Give  me  the  pass. 

Principal  Sojourner — I Am  that  I Am. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Enter  this  first  veil  of  our  sa- 
cred tabernacle.  Three  Most  Excellent  Masters  you 
must  have  been,  thus  far  to  have  come  to  promote  this 
great  and  glorious  work.  But  farther  you  cannot  go 
without  my  words,  sign,  and  words  of  explanation. 
Mv  words  are,  Shem,  Ham,  and  Japheth.33  9.  My  sign 
is  in  imitation  of  that  given  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses 
[Holds  out  a cane,  as  shown  in  cut  on  page  492]  when 
he  commanded  him  to  cast  his  rod  upon  the  ground. 

Note  338. — “All  who  came  up  to  this  sacred  task  were  bound 
to  afford  the  evidence  that  they  wrere  the  descendants  of  those 
faithful  Giblemites  who  had  wrought  at  the  building  of  the  first 
temple,  who  at  its  completion  and  dedication  were  received  and 
acknowledged  as  Most  Excellent  Masters,  at  its  destruction  by 
Nebuchadnezzar  were  carried  captives  into  Babylon,  and  being 
released  by  the  proclamation  of  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  had  come 
up  to  assist  in  the  glorious  task  of  rebuilding  the  house  of  the 
Lord  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward.  These,  and  these  alone 
were  permitted  to  engage  in  the  construction  of  the  edifice.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  379. 

Note  339. — “Here  our  attention  is  invited  by  memorial  words  to 
the  first  ark.  rhe  ark  of  safety,  which  was  constructed  by  Shem, 
Ham,  and  Japhrth.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  372. 
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My  words  of  explanation  are  explanatory  of  this  sign, 
and  are  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Moses,  as  follows : 

“And  Moses  answered  and  said.  But  behold,  they  will 
not  believe  me,  nor  hearken  unto  my  voice;  for  they 
will  say,  The  Lord  hath  not  appeared  unto  thee.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  him.  What  is  that  in  thine  hand? 
And  he  said,  A rod.  And  he  said.  Cast  it  on  the  ground  : 
and  he  east  it  on  the  ground,  and  it  became  a serpent,340 
and  Moses  fled  from  before  it.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  Put  forth  thine  hand,  and  take  it  by  the  tail. 
And  he  put  forth  his  hand  and  caught  it,  and  it  became, 
a rod  in  his  hand.  That  they  may  believe341  that  the 
Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the 
God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  J acob,  hath  appeared  unto 
thee.”  (Ex.  iv.  1-5.) — 21 lackey's  Ritualist , page  371. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Your  alarm  in  future  will  be 
seven  distinct  knocks.  You  have  my  permission  to 
pass  on.  [They  pass  on  to  second  veil.] 


Note  340. — “Many  and  various  are  the  speculations  that  have 
been  indulged  in  to  account  for  the  introduction  of  the  serpent 
as  a symbol  in  the  secret  associations  of  men.  The  most  rea- 
sonable of  them  is.  that  our  first  parents  forfeited  all  the  bless- 
ings they  enjoyed  in  Paradise  by  a violation  of  the  covenant  on 
which  the  tenure  was  suspended.  In  the  form  of  a serpent  the 
evil  principle  assailed  the  woman  with  the  subtle  and  prevailing 
logic  that  instead  of  death  she  would  enjoy  life,  and  knowledge, 
and  happiness  by  tasting  the  delicious  but  forbidden  fruit ; and 
that  she  and  her  partner  would  become  as  gods,  and  be  able  to 
distinguish  between  good  and  evil.  From  this  circumstance  origi- 
nated the  introduction  of  a serpent  among  the  symbols  of  Free- 
masonry.”— Pierson’s  Traditions,  page  353. 

Note  341. — “The  symbolism  is  here  worthy  of  attention.  As 
these  signs  were  ordained  by  their  divine  author  to  establish  the 
authority  of  the  mission  in  which  the  Jewish  lawgiver  was  to  be 
engaged  in  rescuing  his  people  from  the  darkness  of  Egyptian 
idolatry,  and  in  bringing  them  to  the  knowledge  and  worship  of 
the  true  God,  so  are  they  here  symbolic  of  the  evidence  which  every 
Mason  is  to  give  of  his  mission  in  rescuing  himself  from  the  bond- 
age of  falsehood  and  in  searching  for  divine  truth.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  370. 
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Principal  Sojourner — (raps  on  floor  seven  times.) 


Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil 
— Who  dares  approach  this  second* 
veil  of  our  sacred  tabernacle?  Who 
comes  here? 

Second  Veil— Purple. 

Principal  Sojourner — Three  weary  sojourners  [etc., 
same  as  at  first  veil.  See  page  524.] 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — From  whence  came  you? 

Principal  Sojourner — From  Babylon. 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — By  an  order  [etc.,  same  at  first 
veil;  then  answer  by  Principal  Sojourner  same  as  be- 
fore. See  page  524.] 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — By  what  further  right  or 
benefit  do  you  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

Principal  Sojourner — By  .the  benefit  of  the  words, 
sign,  and  words  of  explanation  of  the  Grand  Master  of 
the  First  Veil. 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — What  are  his  words? 

Principal  Sojourner — Shem,  Ham  and  Japheth. 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — What  is  his  sign  ? 

Principal  Sojourner  (holding  staff,  as  shown  in  cut, 
page  492) — In  imitation  of  that  given  by  the  Lord  un- 
to Moses,  when  he  commanded  him  to  cast  his  rod  on 
the  ground. 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — What  are  his  words  of  ex- 
planation ? 

Principal  Sojourner — Explanatory  of  this  sign  and 
are  to  be  found  in  the  writings  etc.,  [same  as  on  page 
526.] 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil— Enter  this  second  veil  of  our 
sacred  tabernacle.  Three  Most  Excellent  Masters  you 


528  ROYAL  ARCH  DEGREE. 

must  have  been,  thus  far  to  have  come  to  promote  this 
great  and  glorious  work.  But  farther  you  cannot  go 
without  my  words,  sign,  and  words  of  explanation.  My 
words  are:  Shem,  Japheth  and  Adoniram.342.  My  sign 
[makes  sign,  same  as  on  page  494]  is  in  imitation  of 
that  given  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses  when  he  command- 
ed him  to  put  his  hand  into  his  bosom.  My  words  of 
explanation  are  explanatory  of  this  sign,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  the  writings  of  Moses,  as  follows: 

“And  the  Lord  said  furthermore  unto  him,  Put  now 
thine  hand  into  thy  bosom;  and  he  put  his  hand  into 
his  bosom,  and  when  he  took  it  out,  behold,  his  hand 
was  leprous  as  snow.  And  he  said,  Put  thine  hand  into 
thy  bosom-  again ; and  he  put  his  hand  into  his  bosom 
again;  and  he  plucked  it  out  of  his  bosom,  and,  behold, 
it  was  turned  again  as  his  other  flesh.  And  it  shall 
come  to  pass,  if  they  will  not  believe  thee,  neither 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  first  sign,  that  they  will, 
believe  the  voice  of  the  latter  sign.”  (Ex.  vi.  4-8.)  — 
Mackey's  Ritualist , page  372. 

G.  M.  of  Second  Veil — You  have  my  permission  to 
pass  on.  [They  pass  to  third  veil.] 

Principal  Sojourner — (seven  raps  on  floor.) 


Note  342. — “The  reference,  at  this  place,  which  is  made  in  some 
chapters  to  Adoniram,  who  was  one  of  the  craftsmen  at  the  temple 
of  Solomon,  and  the  mixture  of  his  name  with  that  of  two  of  the 
sons  of  Noah,  who  lived  almost  two  thousand  years  before  him,  is 
so  preposterous  an  anachronism  as  to  prove  that  it  is  a palpable 
innovation,  at  first  introduced  by  some  ignorant  ritualist,  and  per- 
petuated by  subsequent  carelessness.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist.  Note 
on  page  374. 
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Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Veil — 
Who  dares  approach  this  third  veil 
of  our  sacred  tabernacle.343  Who 
comes  here? 

Principal  Sojourner — Three  weary  sojourners  [etc., 
same  as  on  page  524,  and  the  next  two  questions  and 
answers  are  same  as  on  page  524] 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — By  what  further  right  or  bene- 
fit do  you  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

Principal  Sojourner — By  the  benefit  of  the  words, 
sign,  and  words  of  explanation  of  the  Grand  Master  of 
the  Second  Veil. 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — What  are  his  words? 

Principal  Sojourner — Shem,  Japheth  and  Adoniram. 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — What  is  his  sign? 

Principal  Sojourner  (making  sign  of  G.  M.  of  Second 
Veil,  same  as  on  page  494) — In  imitation  of  that  given 
by  the  Lord  unto  Moses  when  he  commanded  him  to 
put  his  hand  into  his  bosom. 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — What  are  his  words  of  expla- 
nation ? 

Principal  Sojourner — Explanatory  of  this  sign,  and 
are  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Moses,  as  follows: 
[See  page  528.] 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil — Enter  this  third  veil  of  our  sa- 
cred tabernacle.  Three  Most  Excellent  Masters  you 
must  have  been,  thus  far  to  have  come  to  promote  this 

Note  343. — “A  Royal  Arch  Chapter  represents  the  Tabernacle 
erected  by  our  ancient  brethren  near  the  ruins  of  King  Solomon’s 
Temple.” — Sickels’8  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  50. 
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great  and  glorious  work.  But  farther  you  cannot  go 
without  my  words,  sign,  words  of  explanation  and  sig- 
net. My  words  are:  Haggai,  Joshua  and  Zerubbabel.844 
My  sign  [makes  sign  by  holding  out  a tumbler  of  water 
and  pouring  a little  on  the  floor,  as  on  page  496]  is  in 
imitation  of  that  given  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses  when 
he  commanded  him  to  take  of  the  water  of  the  river 
and  pour  it  upon  the  dry  land.  My  words  of  explana- 
tion are  explanatory  of  this  sign,  and  are  to  be  found 
in  the  writings  of  Moses,  as  follows  : 

“And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  they  will  not  believe 
also  these  two  signs,  neither  hearken  unto  thy  voice, 
that  thou  shalt  take  of  the  water  of  the  river,  and  pour 
it  upon  the  dry  land ; and  the  water  which  thou  takest 
out  of  the  river  shall  become  blood  upon  the  dry  land.” 
(Ex.  4.  9.) — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  J7J. 

G.  M.  of  Third  Veil  (continuing) — This  is  my  signet, 
being  that  of  Zerubbabel,  or  Truth.345  ['Hands  Princi- 
pal Sojourner  a little  triangular  piece  of  metal,346  with 

Note  344. — “Forty-two  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty  ot 
the  Jews  repaired,  in  the  same  year,  from  Babylon  and  the  neigh- 
boring cities  to  Jerusalem.  The  leaders  of  these  were  Zerubbabel, 
Joshua,  and  Haggai,  of  whom,  as  they  perform  an  important  part 
in  the  history  of  this  event  as  recorded  in  the  Royal  Arch,  it  is 
incumbent  on  us  to  speak  more  particularly.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  414. 

Note  345. — “The  signet  of  Zerubbabel,  which  is  adopted  as  one 
of  the  Royal  Arch  symbols,  will  be  explained  after  the  recital  of 
the  passage  of  Scripture  which  refers  to  it. 

“In  that  day,  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  will  I take  thee,  O Zerub- 
babel, my  servant,  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  saith  the  Lord,  and  will 
make  thee  as  a signet ; for  I have  chosen  thee,  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts.”  (Hag.  ii:2-3.) — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  375. 

Note  346. — "As  to  the  form  of  the  signet,  which  in  many  chapters 
is  most  improperly  represented  by  a triangular  plate  of  metal,  it 
may  be  observed  that  it  always  was  a finger-ring  with  some  device 
upon  it,  and  it  is  so  called  because  it  was  anciently  used,  as  it  still 
is  in  the  East,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  wearer  to  seal  with 
it  important  documents,  instead  of  subscribing  his  name,  which  it  is 
well  known  that  even  royal  personages,  in  early  times,  were  often 
unable  to  do,  from  their  ignorance  of  the  art  of  writing. ,,-^Mackey’& 
Ritualist , page  376. 
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the  name  Zerubbabel  upon  it.]  You  have  my  permis- 
sion to  pass  on.  [They  pass  on  to  fourth  veil.] 
Principal  Sojourner — (seven  knocks  on  floor.) 


Royal  Arch  Captain — Who  dares 
approach  this  fouth  veil,  or  sanctu- 
ary of  our  sacred  tabernacle,  where 
incense  burns  on  our  holy  altar  both 
day  and  night?  Who  comes  here? 

Fourth  Veil— White. 

Principal  Sojourner — Three  weary  Sojourners  [etc., 
and  next  two  questions  and  answers  same  as  page  524.] 

R.  A.  Captain — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  do 
you  expect  to  gain  admission? 

Principal  Sojourner — By  the  benefit  of  the  words, 
sign,  words  of  explanation  and  signet  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  Third  Veil. 

R.  A.  Captain — What  are  his  words? 

Principal  Sojourner — Haggai,  Joshua  and  Zerubbabel. 

R.  A.  Captain — What  is  his  sign? 

Principal  Sojourner  (pours  out  a little  water  from  a 
glass  or  cup) — In  imitation  of  that  given  by  the  Lord 
unto  Moses,  when  he  commanded  him  to  take  of  the 
water  of  the  river  and  pour  it  upon  the  dry  land.  [See 
cut,  page  496.] 

R.  A.  Captain — What  are  his  words  of  explanation? 

Principal  Sojourner — Explanatory  of  this  sign,  and 
are  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  Moses,  as  follows: 
“And  it  shall  come  to  pass,”  [etc.,  see  page  530.] 

R.  A.  Captain — What  is  his  signet? 
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Principal  Sojourner — That  of  Zerubbabel,  or  Truth.*4’ 

R.  A.  Captain — Present  it.  [P.  S.  hands  it  to  him.] 

R.  A.  Captain — You  will  wait  with  patience  until  the 
Grand  Council  are  informed  of  your  request  and  their 
answer  returned. 

R.  A.  Captain  (saluting  with  sign) — Companion  Cap- 
tain of  the  Host,  there  are  without  three  weary  sojourn- 
ers, who  have  come  up  to  help,  aid  and  assist  in  rebuild- 
ing the  house  of  the  Lord,  without  the  hope  of  fee  or 
reward.  They  report  themselves  from  Babylon;  say 
that  they  are  Most  Excellent  Masters,  and  as  such 
have  regularly  passed  the  Veils,  and  now  await  permis- 
sion to  enter  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Council. 

Captain  of  the  Host — By  what  particular  right  or 
benefit  do  they  expect  to  gain  admission  ? 

R.  A.  Captain — By  the  benefit  of  this  signet.  [Shows 
the  signet.] 

Capt.  of  Host  (saluting  High  Priest) — Most  Excel- 
lent, there  are  without  three  weary  sojourners,  who 
have  come  up  to  help,  aid  and  assist  in  rebuilding  the 
house  of  the  Lord,  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward. 
They  report  themselves  from  Babylon;  say  they  are 
Most  Excellent  Masters,  and  have  regularly  passed  the 


Note  347. — “The  Signet  of  Zebubbabel.  The  signet  of  Zerub- 
babel,  or,  as  it  is  more  properly  explained,  the  signet  of  truth,  is  in 
this  place  a symbol  of  the  promise  that  the  search  of  the  neophite 
for  truth  will  now  speedily  meet  with  its  reward.  The  signet,  or 
private  seal,  most  frequently  in  the  form  of  a signet  ring,  was 
anciently  often  given  by  monarchs,  or  other  persons  of  high  con* 
dition,  instead  of  a written  testimonial,  Xo  their  servants  as  a token 
of  some  authority  which  has  been  delegated,  and  of  which  the  pos- 
session of  the  signet  was,  therefore,  the  only  evidence.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  375. 
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Veils  as  such,  and  now  await  permission  to  enter  the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Council.348 

High  Priest — By  what  particular  right  or  benefit  do 
they  expect  to  gain  admission? 

Capt.  of  Host — By  the  benefit  of  this  signet.  [Pre- 
sents it.] 

High  Priest  (examines  signet,  and  sometimes  passes 
it  to  King  and  Scribe) — This  is  the  signet  of  Zerubba- 
bel,  and  the  Grand  Council  have  full  confidence  it  would 
not  be  intrusted  into  the  hands  of  any  unworthy  of  our 
presence.  You  will  therefore  let  them  enter. 

R.  A.  Captain  (to  candidates) — You  will  enter.  [They 
enter,  and  the  High  Priest  reads :] 

High  Priest — “In  the  seventh  month  in  the  one  and 
twentieth  day  of  the  month,  came  the  word  of  the  Lord 
by  the  prophet  Haggai,  saying : 

“Speak  now  to  Zerubbabel,  the  son  of  Shealtiel,  gov- 
ernor of  Judah,  and  to  Joshua,  the  son  of  Josedec,  the 
High  Priest,  and  to  the  residue  of  the  people,  saying. 
Who  is  left  among  you  that  saw  this  house  in  her  first 
glory?  and  how  do  you  see  it  now?  is  it  not  in  your 
eyes,  in  comparison  of  it,  as  nothing?  Yet  now  be 

Note  348. — “It  was  while  the  workmen  were  engaged  in  making 
the  necessary  excavations  for  laying  the  foundation,  and  while  num- 
bers continued  to  arrive  at  Jerusalem  from  Babylon,  that  three 
worn  and  weary  sojourners,  after  plodding  on  foot  over  the  rough 
and  devious  roads  between  the  two  cities,  offered  themselves  to  the 
Grand  Council  as  willing  participants  in  the  labor  of  erection.  Who 
these  sojourners  were  we  have  no  historical  means  of  discovering  ; 
but  there  is  a Masonic  tradition  (entitled,  perhaps,  to  but  little 
weight)  that  they  were  Hananiah,  Mishael,  and  Azariah,  three  holy 
men,  who  are  better  known  to  general  readers  by  their  Chaidaic 
names  of  Shadraoh,  Meshach.  and  Abednego,  as  having  been  miracu- 
lously preserved  from  the  fiery  furnace  of  Nebuchadnezzar. 

“Their  services  were  accepted,  and  from  their  diligent  labors  re- 
sulted that  important  discovery,  the  perpetuation  and  preservation 
of  which  constitutes  the  great  end  and  design  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree. 

“This  ends  the  connection  of  the  history  of  the  restoration  with 
that  of  the  Royal  Arch.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  418. 
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strong,  0 Zerubbabel,  and  be  strong,  0 Joshua,  son  of 
Josedec,  the  high  priest ; and  be  strong,  all  ye  people  of 
the  land,  saith  the  Lord,  and  work ; for  I am  with  you, 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts;  according  to  the  word  that  I 
covenanted  with  you  when  ye  came  out  of  Egypt,  so 
my  spirit  remaineth  among  you ; fear  ye  not.  For  thus 
saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,  Yet  once,  it  is  a little  while, 
and  I will  shake  the  heavens,  and  the  earth,  and  the 
sea,  and  the  dry  land ; and  I will  shake  all  nations,  and 
the  desire  of  all  nations  shall  come,  and  I will  fill  this 
house  with  glory.  The  silver  is  mine,  and  the  gold  is 
mine.  The  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater 
than  the  former , and  in  this  place  will  I give  peace. 

“In  that  day  will  I take  thee,  0 Zerubbabel,  my  ser- 
vant, the  Son  of  Shealtiel,  saith  the  Lord,  and  will  make 
thee  as  a Signet:  for  I have  chosen  thee.” — Siclcels’s 
Monitor , Part  2,  page  6Jf. 

High  Priest  (to  candidates) — Brethren,  we  are  well 
pleased  to  see  you;  we  understand  you  are  from  Baby- 
lon; that  you  are  Most  Excellent  Masters;  and  that 
you  have  come  up  to  help,  aid  and  assist  in  the  great 
and  glorious  work  of  rebuilding  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward.  What  evidence  can 
you  furnish  the  Grand  Council  of  your  proficiency  in 
the  sublime  principles  of  our  art,  and  of  your  ability  to 
engage  in  this  important  work? 

Principal  Sojourner — We  can  give  the  words  and 
signs  of  the  several  degrees  through  which  we  have 
passed. 

High  Priest — You  may  omit  the  words  and  give  the 
signs.  [Led  by  the  Principal  Sojourner  they  give  the 
due-guard  and  sign  of  each  degree  from  Entered  Ap- 
prentice up  to  the  Royal  Arch.  The  High  Priest  then 
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asks  the  King  and  Scribe  if  they  are  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  given,  and  is  answered  in  the  affirmative.] 

High  Priest — Brethren,  we  are  satisfied  that  you  are 
Most  Excellent  Masters,  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  such.  What  part  of  the  work  are 
you  willing  to  undertake? 

Principal  Sojourner — Any  part,  be  it  ever  so  servile, 
to  promote  this  great  and  glorious  work. 

High  Priest — Your  modesty  bespeaks  your  merit, 
and  from  the  specimens  of  your  skill  which  you  have 
exhibited,  we  have  no  doubt  of  your  ability  to  perform 
any  of  the  work,  be  it  ever  so  difficult ; but  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  rubbish  be  removed  from  the  ruins  of  the 
old  temple  in  order  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  new. 
You  will,  therefore,  on  receiving  proper  working  tools 
from  the  Captain  of  the  Host,  repair  to  the  ruins  and 
commence  your  labors;  and  we  give  it  you  strictly  in 
charge  to  observe,  and  preserve  everything  you  may 
discover  of  value,  for  we  have  no  doubt  there  lie  buried 
many  valuable  models  of  art,  which  if  brought  to  light 
would  prove  of  essential  service  to  the  craft.  [The 
Captain  of  the  Host  hands  one  of  the  candidates  a crow- 
bar, another  a pickaxe,  and  the  third  a spade,  saying:] 

“The  working-tools  of  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  are  the 
Crow , Pickaxe  and  Spade. 
The  Crow  is  used  by  opera- 
tive masons  to  raise  things 
of  great  weight  and  bulk; 
the  Pickaxe  to  loosen  the  soil,  and  prepare  it  for  dig- 
ging ; and  the  Spade  to  remove  rubbish.  But  the  Royal 
Arch  Mason  is  emblematically  taught  to  use  them  for 
more  noble  purposes.  By  them  he  is  reminded  that  it 
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is  his  sacred  duty  to  lift  from  his  mind  the  heavy  weight 
of  passions  and  prejudices  which  encumber  his  progress 
towards  virtue,  loosening  the  hold  which  long  habits  of 
sin  and  folly  have  had  upon  his  disposition,  and  remov- 
ing the  rubbish  of  vice  and  ignorance,  which  prevents 
him  from  beholding  that  eternal  foundation  of  truth 
and  wisdom  upon  which  he  is  to  erect  the  spiritual  and 
moral  temple  of  his  second  life.” — Siclcels’s  Monitor , 
Part  2j  page  65. 

[Principal  Sojourner  and  candidates  march  into  the 
preparation-  room  in  single  file,  where  they  are  supposed 
to  dig  in  the  “ruins  of  the  temple.”  Sometimes,  in- 
stead of  the  preparation-  room,  they  go  to  one  corner  of 
the  chapter,  where  there  is  a lot  of  brickbats  and  sticks, 
and  after  stirring  it  up  a few  minutes  find  a ring  in  a 
trap-door,  which  they  pull  up,  and  observe  that  its 
shape  is  that  of  a keystone.349  Each  looks  down  in  the 
dark  hole  below,  when  the  Principal  Sojourner  suggests 
that  they  carry  up  the  keystone  to  the  Grand  Council 
and  report.  They  arrive  at  the  first  veil.] 

Principal  Sojourner — (seven  knocks  on  floor  with 
staff.) 

Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil — Who  comes  here? 
Principal  Sojourner — Workmen  from  the  ruins,  with 
important  discoveries. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Give  me  the  pass. 

f^ssssa=S5a^^  Note  349. — “Until  within  a few  years  architectural 
//authorities  have  denied  the  antiquity  of  the  arch  and 
keystone,  and  have  attributed  their  invention  to  a 
\M  period  not  anterior  to  the  era  of  the  Roman  Emperor 

Augustus.  Such  a theory,  if  correct,  would  of  course 
invalidate  the  historical  truth  of  an  important  por- 
\\  II  tion  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Fortunately,  there- 

ft  ' fore,  the  researches  of  modern  archaeologists  nave 

traced  the  existence  of  the  arch  as  far  back  as  five  hundred  and 
fifty  years  before  the  building  of  King  Solomon’s  temple. 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  380. 
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Principal  Sojourner — I Am  That  I Am. 

G.  M.  of  First  Veil — Right,  pass  on.  [They  pass  on, 
and  same  ceremonies  are  repeated  at  each  of  the  veils, 
when,  after  the  questions  are  answered  at  the  fourth 
veil,  the  Royal  Arch  Captain  turns  to  the  Captain  of 
the  Host.] 

R.  A.  Captain  (making  sign) — Companion  Captain  of 
the  Host,  there  are  without  workmen  from  the  ruins 
with  important  discoveries. 

Capt.  of  Host — Let  them  enter. 

R.  A.  Captain — You  will  enter.  [They  enter,  and 
the  King  reads:] 

King — “This  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  unto  Zerubba- 
bel,  saying,  Not  by  might  nor  power,  but  by  my  spirit, 
Who  art  thou,  0 great  mountain?  Before  Zerubbabel 
thou  shalt  become  a plain,  and  he  shall  bring  forth  the 
head-stone  thereof  with  shouting,  crying,  Grace,  grace 
unto  it.  Moreover,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto 
me,  saying.  The  hands  of  Zerubbabel  have  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  house;  his  hands  shall  also  finish  it; 
and  thou  shalt  know  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  hath  sent 
me  unto  you.  For  who  hath  despised  the  day  of  small 
things?  for  they  shall  rejoice,  and  shall  see  the  plum- 
met in  the  hand  of  Zerubbabel,  with  those  seven.” 
(Zech.  4,  6-10.) — Sickels’s  Monitor , Part  2 , page  66. 

High  Priest — Brethren,  proceed  to  relate. 

Principal  Sojourner — Most  Excellent  High  Priest, 
King  and  Scribe,  on  receiving  proper  working  tools  we 
repaired  to  the  ruins,  as  directed,  where  we  wrought 
diligently  for  three  days  without  discovering  anything 
of  importance,  except  passing  by  the  ruins  of  several 
ancient  columns  in  the  different  orders  of  architecture. 
On  the  fourth,  still  pursuing  our  labors,  we  came  to 
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what  at  first  appeared  to  be  an  impenetrable  rock,  but 
one  of  my  companions  striking  it  with  .a  crow,  it  re- 
turned a hollow  sound,  whereupon  we  redoubled  our 
assiduity,  and  on  removing  more  of  the  rubbish  found 
it  to  be  the  top  of  an  arch,  in  the  vertex  of  which  was 
this  curiously-wrought  stone,  which  after  much  diffi- 
culty we  succeeded  in  raising.  On  it  are  several  char- 
acters, nearly  effaced  by  time.  Night  coming  on,  we 
have  reported  to  the  Grand  Council,  and  present  it  for 
vour  inspection.  [Principal  Sojourner  hands  the  key- 
stone to  the  High  Priest.] 

High  Priest  (examining  it  closely) — Companion 
King,  this  is  a very  valuable  discovery  indeed.  It  must 
be  the  keystone  of  a Mark  Master  Mason.  [Hands  it  to 
the  King.] 

King — I think  that  is  the  stone  wrought  by  our 
Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff.  [Passes  it  to  the  High 
Priest  and  he  to  the  Scribe.] 

High  Priest — What  think  you  of  it,  Companion 
Scribe  ? 

Scribe — It  is  undoubtedly  the  stone  wrought  by  our 
Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff.  [Passes  it  back  to  the 
High  Priest.] 

High  Priest  (drawing  the  keystone  across  his  fore- 
head, making  the  sign  of  a Royal  Arch,  see  page 
550) — The  keystone  of  a Mark  Master.  Holiness  to  the 
Lord.  [King  and  Scribe  do  the  same.] 

High  Priest — This  is  a valuable  discovery,  being  no 
less  than  a keystone  wrought  by  a Mark  Master  Ma- 
son; and  from  the  situation  in  which  it  was  found 
it  will  undoubtedly  lead  to  many  other  important  dis- 
coveries. Are  you  willing  on  the  morrow  to  descend 
the  arch? 
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Principal  Sojourner — Most  Excellent,  although  it 
may  be  attended  with  difficulties  and  dangers,  yet  we 
are  willing  to  descend  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  to  pro- 
mote this  great  and  glorious  work. 

High  Priest — Then  go,  brethren,  and  may  the  God  of 
your  fathers  go  with  you.  [They  return,  and  one  of 
them  volunteers  to  be  let  down  by  a rope,  and  the  rope 
is  put  seven  times  around  his  body,  leaving  two  long 
ends  with  which  he  is  let  down  by  the  two  other  can- 
didates.] 

Principal  Sojourner  (to  volunteer) — Companion,  it 
is  necessary  you  should  use  a little  precaution.  Should 
you  wish  at  any  time  to  ascend,  shake  the  rope  in 
your  right  hand;  and  should  you  wish  to  descend  still 
lower,  shake  the  one  in  your  left  hand.  [Two  of  them 
lower  him  down,  when  he  fumbles  about  a moment, 
and  at  the  agreed  signal  is  pulled  up,  with  three  small 
trying-squares  in  his  hand.  Each  candidate  takes  one 
of  the  squares,  when  they  again  “pass  the  veils,”  and 
arrive  before  the  Grand  Council,  after  the  same  ceremo- 
nies as  before.  As  they  enter  the  Scribe  reads :] 


“JEWELS  OF  OUR  THREE  ANCIENT  GRAND  MASTERS.” 


Scribe — “In  that  day  will  I raise  up  the  tabernacle  of 
David  that  is  fallen,  and  close  up  the  breaches  thereof; 
and  I will  raise  up  his  ruins,  and  I will  build  it  as  in 
the  days  of  old.”  (Amos  ix.  11.) — Sickels’s  Monitor, 
Part  2,  page  67. 

High  Priest — Brethren,  proceed  to  relate. 

Principal  Sojourner — Most  Excellent  High  Priest, 
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King  and  Scribe,  we  repaired  to  the  arch,  and  after  re- 
moving several  stones  to  widen  the  aperture,  my  com- 
panions placed  a cable-tow  seven  times  about  my  body, 
with  the  rope  in  each  hand,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
should  the  place  prove  offensive  either  to  health  or 
sight,  I would  shake  that  in  my  right  hand  as  a signal 
for  ascending,  but  should  I wish  to  descend  still  farther, 
that  in  my  left. 

In  this  manner  I descended  the  arch,  and  on  making 
strict  search  found  these  three  squares.350  The  place  then 
becoming  offensive  from  the  moisture  of  the  long-con- 
fined air,  I gave  the  agreed  signal  and  ascended.  We 
have  again  reported  to  the  Grand  Council,351  and  pre- 
sent them  for  your  inspection.  [High  Priest  takes  the 
three  squares,  each  of  the  Council  examines  them,  when 
each  of  the  Grand  Council  draws  one  of  the  squares 
across  his  forehead,  exclaiming:  “The  jewels  of  our  an- 
cient Grand  Masters,  King  Solomon,  Hiram,  King  of 
Tyre,  and  Hiram  Abiff.  Holiness  to  the  Lord.” 

High  Priest — This  is  a very  valuable  discovery  in- 
deed, being  no  less  than  the  jewels  of  our  three  ancient 
Grand  Masters : Solomon,  King  of  Israel ; Hiram,  King 
of  Tyre ; and  Hiram  Abiff ; and  from  the  situation  in 
which  they  were  found,  this  will  undoubtedly  lead  to 
still  further  and  more  important  discoveries.  Are  you 

Note  350. — “Freemasonry  is  throughout  so  connected  a system 
that  we  are  continually  meeting  in  an  inferior  degree  with  some- 
thing that  is  left  to  be  explained  in  a higher.  Such  is  the  case 
with  the  three  squares  of  our  ancient  Grand  Masters,  whose 
peculiar  history  can  only  be  understood  by  those  who  have  ad- 
vanced to  the  degree  of  Select  Master.’’ — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page 
381. 

Note  351. — “Masonic  traditions  inform  ns  that  Joshua  the  High 
Friest,  Zerubbabel  the  King,  and  Ilaggai  the  Scribe,  daily  sat  in 
council  to  devise  plans  for  the  workmen,  and  to  superintend  the 
construction  of  the  new  temple,  which,  like  a phoenix,  was  to  arise 
£rom  the  ashes  of  the  former  one.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  416 
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willing  again  to  descend  the  arch  in  search  of  other 
treasures  ? 

Principal  Sojourner — Most  Excellent,  although  it  is 
attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  yet  we  are 
willing  to  descend,  even  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives,  to 
promote  this  great  and  glorious  work. 

High  Priest — Then  go,  brethren,  and  rest  assured 
that  your  labors  shall  be  rewarded.  [They  return,  when 
one  is  lowered  the  same  as  before,  and  finds  the  ark, 
when  at  the  agreed  signal  he  is  pulled  up,  and  they 
again  pass  the  four  veils,  with  the  same  ceremonies  as 
the  first  time,  and  come  before  the  Grand  Council,  two 
of  them  carrying  the  ark.] 


High  Priest — Brethren,  proceed  to  relate. 

Principal  Sojourner — Most  Excellent  High  Priest, 
King  and  Scribe,  we  again  repaired  to  the  arch,  and  I 
descended  as  before.  The  sun  then  being  at  its  merid- 
ian height,  darted  its  rays  with  such  refulgent  splendor 
through  the  aperture  into  the  innermost  recesses  of  the 
arch,  that  I was  enabled  to  discover  in  the  extremest 
part  a white  cubical  stone,352  and  on  it  this  curiously- 
wrought  box,  overlaid  with  gold,  and  having  on  its  top 

Note  352. — “The  Cubical  Stone.  The  cubical  stone  to  which 
the  neophyte  is  for  the  first  time  introduced  in  this  degree  is  the 
Ma-sonic  Stone  of  foundation,  which  occupies  so  large  and  im- 
portant a portion  of  the  legends  and  traditions  of  the  order.  This 
stone,  inscribed  with  a mystical  diagram  representing  the  Ineffable 
Name,  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of  Adam  in  Paradise— 
to  have  been  used  by  Abel  as  the  altar  on  which  he  offered  his 
acceptable  sacrifice,  and  then  to  have  been  used  for  the  same  pur- 
pose by  the  pious  Seth.  Enoch  subsequently  employed  it  for  an 
important  object,  and  it  was  finally  deposited  in  the  temple  of 
Solomon,  for  reasons  known  only  to  those  who  have  penetrated 
into  the  arcana  of  Freemasonry.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  393. 
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and  sides  several  mysterious  characters.  Availing  myself 
of  this  treasure  I gave  the  signal  as  before,  and  on  as- 
cending, the  vertical  sun  darting  its  rays  full  in  my  face, 
I found  my  hands  involuntarily  placed  in  this  position 
[makes  due-guard],  to  protect  my  e}Tes  from  its  intense 
light  and  heat.  We  have  again  repaired  to  the  Grand 
Council,  and  present  it  for  your  inspection.  [The  ark  is 
put  down  in  front  of  the  Grand  Council,  who  examine 

it] 

High  Priest — The  Grand  Council  are  equally  igno- 
rant as  yourselves  as  to  the  box  and  the  several  myste- 
rious characters  on  its  top  and  sides.  We  will  therefore 
open  it  in  order  to  see  what  it  contains.  [The  High 
Priest  handles  it  a moment,  when  he  pretends  to  find 
a key,353  opens  it  and  takes  out  the  pot  of  manna,  which 
he  hands  to  the  King;  the  budded  rod,  which  he  hands 
to  the  Scribe;  and  the  book,  which  he  opens  and  ex- 
amines.] 

High  Priest — It  contains  a pot,  a rod,  and  a book. 
In  the  book  it  is  written  ;364  “In  the  beginning  God  cre- 
ated the  heavens  and  the  earth.  And  the  earth  was 
without  form  and  void;  and  darkness  was  upon  the 
face  of  the  deep ; and  the  spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the 
face  of  the  waters.  And  God  said,  Let  there  be  light, 
and  there  was  light.”  (Gen.  i.  1-3.) — Mackey's  RituaU 
ist , page  38k- 

Note  353. — “In  one  of  the  highest  degrees  of  the  Ancient  and  Ac 
find  the  following  explanation  of  the  symbolism  ol 
the  key  which  is  equally  applicable  to  Royal  Arch 
Masonry.”  [“The  key  demonstrates  that  having 
obtained  the  key  to  our  sublime  mysteries,  the 
Mason,  if  he  behaves  with  justice,  fervency,  and 
zeal  to  his  companions,  will  soon  arrive  at  the  true  meaning  of 
the  Masonic  society.”] 

“But  the  symbolism  is  here  still  further  extended.  It  is  within 
the  sacred  pages  of  the  law  that  this  invaluable  key  is  found,  which 
teaches  us  that  it  is  only  in  the  revelations  of  the  Supreme  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe  that  Divine  Truth  is  to  be  discovered.” — • 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  386. 

Note  354. — “The  Book  of  the  Law  furnishes  us  with  the  follow- 
ing passages,  which  may  be  appropriately  read  : 

“In  the  beginning  God  created,”  etc. — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  pagt 
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High  Priest  (continuing)- — This  is  a most  valuable 
acquisition  indeed;  infinitely  more  so  than  all  which 
has  preceded  it,  being  no  less  than  the  imitation  of  the 
Ark  of  the  Covenant/55  The  pot  [holds  it  up]  is  the 

» imitation  of  the  pot  of  manna  which  Moses  by 

ffwj  divine  command  laid  up  in  the  side  of  the  ark  of 
<¥j4.  the  covenant,  as  a memorial  of  the  miraculous 
manner  in  which  the  Children  of  Israel  were  sup- 
plied  with  that  article  of  food  for  . forty  years  in 
the  wilderness. 

High  Priest  (reads) — “And  Moses  said,  This  is  the 
thing  which  the  Lord  commandeth,  Fill  an  omer  of  the 
manna,  to  he  kept  for  your  generations;  that  they  may 
see  the  bread  wherewith  I have  fed  you  in  the  wilder- 
ness, when  I brought  you  forth  from  the  land  of  Egypt. 
And  Moses  said  unto  Aaron,  Take  a pot,  and  put  an 
omer  full  of  manna  therein,  and  lay  it  up  before  the 
Lord,  to  be  kept  for  your  generations.  As  the  Lord 
commanded  Moses,  so  Aaron  laid  it  up  before  the  tes- 
timony to  be  kept.”  (Ex.  xvi.  32-34. — Sick  els’ s Monitor, 
Part  2,  page  68. 

High  Priest  (putting  down  pot  and  taking  up  the 
rod) — The  rod  is  the  imitation  of  Aaron’s  rod,  which 
budded,  blossomed  and  brought  forth  fruit  in  a day,  and 
which  Moses  also  by  divine  command  laid  up  in  the 
side  of  the  ark,  as  a testimony  of  the  appointment  of  the 
Levites  to  the  priesthood. 

Note  355. — “The  idea  of  the  concealment  of  an  ark  and  its 
accompanying  treasures  always  prevailed  in  the  Jewish  church. 
The  account  given  by  the  Talmudists  is  undoubtedly  mythical  ; but 
there  must,  as  certainly,  have  been  some  foundation  for  the  myth, 
for  every  myth  has  a substratum  of  truth.  The  Masonic  tradition 
differs  from  the  rabbinical,  but  is  in  every  way  more  reconcilable 
with  truth,  or  at  least  with  probability.  The  ark  constructed  by 
Moses,  Aholiab  and  Bezaleel,  was  burnt  at  the  destruction  of  the 
first  temple ; but  there  was  an  exact  representation  of  it  in  the 
second,  of  whose  origin  Royal  Arch  Masonry  alone  gives  an  ac- 
count/’— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  383. 
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High  Priest  (reads) — “And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses, 
Bring  Aaron’s  rod  again  before  the  testimony  , to  he  kept 
for  a token.”  (Num.  xvii.  10.) — Sickels's  Monitor , Part 
2,  'page  68. 

High  Priest  (continuing) — The  book  is 
~7  J^fthe  Book  of  the  Law,  long  lost,350  now 
J Mi  found.  [Makes  penal  sign.J  Holiness  to 
the  Lord. 

King  (taking  book  and  making  sign.) — The  book  of 
the  law.*M  long  lost,  now  found.  Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

Scribe  (taking  book  and  making  sign) — The  book  of 
the  law,  long  lost,  now  found.  Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

High  Priest  (reading) — “And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
Moses  had  made  an  end  of  writing  the  words  of  this 
law  in  a book,  until  they  were  finished,  that  Moses 
commanded  the  Levites  which  bare  the  ark  of  the  cov- 
enant of  the  Lord,  saying,  Take  this  book  of  the  law, 
and  put  it  in  the  side  of  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the 
Lord  your  God,  that  it  may  be  there  for  a witness 
against  thee.”(Deut.  xxxi.  24-26. ;) — Sickels's  Monitor , 
Part  2 , page  68. 

High  Priest  (continuing) — In  the  book  of  the  law  it 
is  also  written:  uAnd  God  spake  unto  Moses,  .and  said 
unto  him,  I am  the  Lord;  and  I appeared  unto  Abra- 
ham. unto  Isaac,  and  unto  Jacob,  by  the  name  of  Goo 


Note  356. — “There  was  a tradition  among  the  Jews  that  the  Book  of  the 
law  was  lost  during  the  captivity,  and  that  it  was  among  the  treasures  dis- 
covered during  the  building  of  the  second  temple.”—  Mackey'a  RUualist% 
page  384. 

Note  357. — “The  Book  of  the  Law  is  the  will  of  God,  which,  lost  to  ns  In 
©ur  darkness,  must  be  recovered  as  precedentto  our  learning  what  is  TRUTH. 
As  captives  to  error,  truth  is  lost  to  us;  when  freedom  is  restored,  the  fittt 
nward  will  be  its  discovery.”— Mackey' » Ritualist % page  886. 
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Almighty  ; but  by  my  name  J ehovah  was  I not  known 
to  them.”  (Ex.  vi.  2-3)—Siclcels's  Monitor,  Part  2,  page 
69. 

[The  Grand  Council  further  examine  the  book,  and 
find  several  pieces  of  paper,  which  they  fit  together, 
and  announce  that  they  contain  a key  to  the  characters 
on  the  top  and  sides  of  the  ark.] 

High  Priest — Brethren,  the  sacred  ark  of  the  first 
temple  is  indeed  lost;  the  shekinah  and  the  sceptre 
have  departed  from  Judah,  we  fear  forever;  but  by  the 
wise  precaution  of  our  three  ancient  Grand  Masters  this 
exact  imitation  of  the  ark  has  been  preserved  amid  the 
ruins  and  desolation  of  Jerusalem.  As  the  ark  was  the 
symbol  of  the  divine  presence  with  (and  particularly 
over)  our  fathers,  and  the  pledge  of  the  stability  of  their 
nation  so  long  as  they  adhered  to  the  articles  of  the  cove- 
nant which  the  ark  contained,  so  is  this  copy  of  the  ark 
a symbol  of  God’s  presence  with  us  in  the  great  and 
glorious  work  of  rebuilding  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and 
a pledge  that  while  we  are  conformable  to  the  divine 
precepts  contained  in  the  book  of  the  law  found  in  this 
ark,  we  shall  be  his  people  and  he  will  be  our  God  in 
truth  and  in  righteousness.  [Places  all  but  the  pre- 
tended key  in  the  ark  again.] 

High  Priest  (continuing) — It  is  our  order  that  this 
ark,  with  its  precious  contents,  be  seated  within  the 
sanctuary  of  the  tabernacle,  there  to  remain  until  the 
completion  and  dedication  of  the  new  temple;  and,  my 
brethren,  we  will  exalt  you  to  be  Grand  Masters  of  the 
Veils,  that  you  may  have  the  high  honor  of  guarding 
this  most  valuable  treasure,  which  has  been  restored  to 
us  through  your  industry,  zeal  and  fidelity. 
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High  Priest — Companion  Captain  of  the  Host,  you 
will  cause  the  ark  to  be  seated  within  the  sanctuary. 

High  Priest — (three  raps,  the  lodge  rises  and  sings 
the  following  ode : ) 
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“Joy,  the  sacred  law  is  found. 

Now  the  temple  stands  complete, 
Gladly  let  us  gather  round 

Where  the  pontiff  holds  his  seat ; 
Now  he  spreads  the  volume  wide, 
Opening  forth  its  leaves  to-day, 

And  the  monarch  by  his  side 
Gazes  on  the  bright  display. 

“Joy ! the  secret  vault  is  found, 

Full  the  sunbeam  falls  within, 

Pointing  darkly  under  ground, 

To  the  treasure  we  would  win. 

They  have  brought  it  forth  to  light, 
And  again  it  cheers  the  earth  ; 

All  its  leaves  are  purely  bright, 

Shining  in  their  newest  worth. 

“This  shall  be  the  sacred  mark. 

Which  shall  guide  us  to  the  skies, 
Bearing,  like  a holy  ark, 

All  the  hearts  who  love  to  rise  ; 

This  shall  be  the  corner-stone 

Which  the  builders  threw  away, 

But  was  found  the  only  one 
Fitted  for  the  arch’s  stay. 

“This  shall  be  the  gavel  true, 

At  whose  sound  the  crowd  shall  bend, 
Giving  to  the  law  its  due  ; 

This  shall  be  the  faithful  friend  ; 

This  the  token  which  shall  bring 
Kindness  to  the  sick  and  poor, 
Hastening  on,  on  Angel’s  wing, 

To  the  lone  and  darksome  door. 

“This  shall  crown  the  mighty  arch, 
When  the  temple  springs  on  high, 

And  the  brethren  bend  their  march, 
Wafting  incense  to  the  sky. 

Then  the  solemn  strain  shall  swell 
From  the  bosom  and  the  tongue, 

And  the  Master’s  glory  tell 
In  the  harmony  of  song. 
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“Here  the  exile,  o’er  the  waste, 

Trudging  homeward,  shall  repose ; 

All  his  toils  and  dangers  past, 

Here  his  long  sojournings  close. 

Entering  through  the  sacred  veils. 

To  the  holy  cell  he  bends  ; 

Then  as  sinking  Nature  fails, 

Hope  in  glad  fruition  ends.” 

Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  387. 

High  Priest  (one  rap.,  seating  the  chapter) — Breth- 
ren, in  the  book  of  the  law  we  find  a key  to  the  myste- 
rious characters  on  the  top  and  sides  of  the  ark.  On 
applying  the  key  there  are  found  to  be  on  three  of  its 
sides,  Solomon,  King  of  Israel ; Hiram,  King  of  Tyre ; 
and  Hiram  Abiff : and  on  the  fourth  side,  Deposited  in 
the  year  Thr.ee  Thousand  for  the  Good  of  Masonry  in 
General,  and  the  Jewish  Nation  in  Particular. 

High  Priest  (continuing) — We  will  now,  in  fulfill- 
ment of  our  pledge  to  you  that  your  valuable  labors 
should  be  rewarded,  descend  from  our  thrones,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Captain  of  the  Host,  the  Principal 
Sojourner,  and  the  Eoyal  Arch  Captain,  invest  you  with 
those  valuable  secrets.  -[Grand  Council  descend.] 

High  Priest — Brethren,  you  remember  that  you 
swore  in  your  obligation  that  you  would  not  give  the 
grand  omnific,  or  Royal  Arch  word,  in  any  way,  form 
or  manner  except  that  in  which  you  will  receive  it, 
which  will  be  in  the  presence  of  three  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, yourself  included,  you  first  agreeing  by  three  times 
three,  under  a living  arch  and  over  a triangle,  and  then 
in  a low  breath.  [They  are  instructed  in  raising  the 
Royal  Arch  and  in  giving  the  grand  omnific  word,  same 
Us  explained  page  501.  In  some  chapters  only  the  word 
Ve-ho-vah  is  given,  and  in  others  the  word  Jah-Bel-On 
was  formerly  used,  see  note  379.] 
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High  Priest — This,  my  brethren,  is  the  name  of  Dei- 
ty in  the  Syriac,  Chaldaic,  and  Egyptian  languages, 
and  is  the  grand  omnific,  or  Royal  Arch  word,  which 
you  have  sworn  that  you  will  not  give  in  any  other  way 
than  this  in  which  you  have  now  received  it. 

High  Priest — This  great,  mysterious,  and  sacred  name 
of  Deity358  is  the  ancient  Master  Mason’s  word,  which 
was  communicated  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses  at  the  burn- 
ing bush,  and  was  in  use  until  just  before  the  comple- 
tion of  King  Solomon’s  temple,  when  it  was  lost  by 
the  death  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff.  This 
great  and  sacred  name  is  composed  of  four  Hebrew 
characters,359  which  you  will  perceive  cannot  be  pro- 
nounced without  the  aid  of  other  letters.  These  addi- 


tional letters  are  supplied  by  the  key  word  on  the  three 

sides  of  the  triangle,  and  hence 
they  are  called  the  grand  omnific 
name. 

"It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  im- 
part to  you  a knowledge  of,  and 
your  obligations  to,  that  Supreme 
Being  whose  name  is  expressive  of 


Note  358. — “The  name  of  God  must  be  taken  in  Freemasonry, 
as  the  symbol  of  Truth,  and  then  the  search  for  it  will  be  noth- 
ing but  the  search  after  truth,  which  is  the  true  end  and  aim 
of  the  Masonic  science  of  symbolism.  The  subordinate  names 
are  subordinate  modifications  of  truth,  but  the  ineffable  Tetra- 
grammaton  is  the  symbol  of  the  sublimity  and  perfection  of 
divine  truth,  to  which  all  good  Masons  and  all  good  men  are 
seeking  to  advance,  whether  it  be  by  the  aid  of  the  theological 
ladder,  or  by  passing  between  the  pillars  of  Strength  and  Es- 
tablishment, or  by  wandering  in  darkness,  beset  on  all  sides  by 
dangers ; or  by  traveling,  weary  and  worn,  over  rough  and 
nigged  roads — whatever  be  the  direction  of  our  journey,  or  how 
accomplished,  light  and  truth,  the  Urim  and  Thummim,  are  the 
ultimate  objects  of  our  search  and  our  labor  as  Freemasons.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  392. 

Note  359. — “This  incommnnirnble  name  of  Cod  consists,  as 
we  have  already  observed,  of  four  letters,  Yod.  He.  Vav,  and 
He,  equivalent  in  English  to  the  combination  of  JHVH.  It  is 
now,  we  presume,  evident  that  these  four  letters  cannot  in 
our  own  language  be  pronounced  unless  at  least  two  vowels  be 
supplied.  Neither  can  they  in  Hebrew.” — Note,  Mackey’s  Lexi- 
con, Art.  Jehovah. 
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self-existence  and  eternity,  and  is  applicable  only  to 
that  Great  Being  who  was,  is,  and  shall  be ; to  Him  who 
created  all  things;  to  Him  whose  hands  are  open  to 
supply  our  every  want,  and  to  Him  alone  who  is  the 
source  of  every  Mason’s  hope. 

“It  is  considered  the  symbol  of  the  perfection  of  di- 
vine truth,  which  every  good  Mason  is  seeking  to  ad- 
vance, whether  it  be  by  the  aid  of  the  theological  lad- 
der, or  passing  between  the  pillars  of  strength  and  es- 
tablishment, or  wandering  in  darkness,  beset  on  every 
side  with  dangers,  or  traveling  over  rough  and  rugged 
roads,  weary  and  worn — whatever  be  the  direction  of 
our  journey,  or  how  accomplished,  light  and  truth360  are 
the  ultimate  objects  of  our  search  and  our  labor.” — - 
Sickels’s  Monitor , Part  2,  page  71. 

High  Priest  (continuing) — I will  now  invest  you  with 
the  signs  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  This  is  the  due- 
guard  [makes  due-guard,  see  cut],  and  alludes  to  the 
position  in  which  you  found  your  hands  involuntarily 
placed  on  ascending  the  arch,  to  protect  your  eyes  from 
the  intense  light  and  heat  of  the  vertical  sun. 

ROYAL  ARCH  DUE-GUARD. 

Turning  to  the  left  and  looking  up,  raise  left  hand 
and  arm,  as  shown  in  cut,  first  position,  palm  of  hand 
out;  then  bring  up  right  hand,  with  a slight  slap  on 
back  of  left;  then  turn  to  the  right,  and  raise  right 
hand  and  bring  up  left  hand  with  a slap  on  right  hand. 
[In  some  chapters  this  is  called  the  “sign,”  and  the  next 
sign  is  called  the  penal  sign,  as  it  is.] 

High  Priest  (continuing) — This  is  the  sign,  and  al- 
ludes to  the  penalty  of  your  obligation.  [High  Priest 
makes  sign.] 

Note  360. — “This  knowledge  of  divine  truth  is  never  thor- 
oughly attained  in  life ; the  corruptions  of  mortality,  which 
encumber  and  cloud  the  human  intellect,  hide  it  as  with  a thick 
veil  from  mortal  eyes.  It  is  only  beyond  the  tomb  and  when 
released  from  the  burden  of  life,  that  man  is  capable  fully  of 
receiving  and  appreciating  the  revelation,” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  340. 
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Royal  Arch  Due-Guard — 
First  Position 


Royal  Arch  Due-Guard — 
Second  Position. 


ROYAL  ARCH  SIGN. 

Right  hand  held  with  edge  against 
forehead,  thumb  next  to  forehead; 
then  draw  hand  across  to  the  right. 
This  refers  to  the  penalty  of  the  de- 
gree— skull  smote  off.  See  page  513. 

High  Priest  (continuing) — On 
entering  a chapter  of  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  or  retiring  therefrom,  you 
will  salute  the  Most  Excellent  High 
Priest  with  this  due-guard  and  sign. 
This  is  the  Grand  Hailing  Sign,  or 
sign  of  distress  of  a Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son. [Makes  it.] 


Royal  Arch  Sign. 
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ROYAL  ARCH  GRAND  HAILING  SIGN. 

Fingers  interlaced  and  held  over  the  head,  as  sl^own  in 
cnt,  first  position;  turning-  to  the  right,  bring  hands 
down  on  thighs  with  a slight  slap,  as  if  suffering  seven) 
pain  in  back.  See  cut,  second  position. 


High  Priest  (continuing)— It  originated  in  this  man- 
ner: While  one  of  the  brethren  was  at  work  m the 

arch  a stone  became  detached  and  fell,  striking  him  on 
the  back.  He  immediately  raised  himself  and  placed 
his  hands  in  this  position  [makes  it  again],  at  the  same 
time  turning  to  the  right  in  this  manner.  The  several 
sigrs  given  by  the  Lord  unto  Moses,  and  which  have 
bee,:  adopted  as  the  signs  of  the  Grand  Masters  of  the 
Veils,  are  also  signs  of  a Royal  Arch.  [Grand  Council 
resume  their  station.] 
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High  Priest — Breth ren , if  you  will  advance  to  the 
east  I will  explain  to  you  the  key  and  secrets  belonging 
to  this  degree,  which  you  have  sworn  you  would  not 
explain  except  to  him  or  them  to  whom  the  same  may 
justly  and  lawfully  belong 


High  Priest  This  is  the  key  to  the  ineffable  charac- 
ters of  this  degree.  The  key  consists  of  right-angles 
in  various  directions,  with  the  addition  of  a dot  in  some 
of  them.  There  are  many  methods  of  combining  these 
characters.  [The  High  Priest  shows  them  that  in  the 
key  the  characters  may  be  variously  arranged,  as  may 
be  agreed  upon,  and  as  there  are  twenty -six  different 
arrangements  of  the  angles  and  dots,  any  given  one 
may  be  taken  for  A,  B,  C,  etc.  See  cuts.] 
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High  Priest  (continuing) — You  will  now  be  re-con- 
ducted to  the  place  from  which  you  came,  there  be  re-in- 
vested of  what  you  were  divested,  and  return  to  the 
east.  [They  retire,  after  making  due-guard  and  sign, 
put  on  their  coats  and  return  to  the  Grand  Council.] 
High  Priest — I will  now  present  you  with  the  work- 
ing tools  and  principal  emblems  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

“the  working  tools. 


In  addition  to  the  Crow,  Pickaxe , and  Spade , are  the 
Square  and  Compass.  The  Square  teaches  us,  as  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  that  God  has  made  all  things  square,  up- 
right and  perfect.  The  Compass  is  an  instrument  used 
by  operative  Masons  to  describe  circles,  every  part  of 
the  circumference  of  which  is  equally  near  and  equally 
distant  from  the  center.  The  Circle  is,  therefore,  a 
striking  emblem  of  the  relation  in  which  the  creature 
stands  to  his  Creator.  As  every  part  of  the  circum- 
ference of  a circle  is  equally  near  and  equally  distant 
from  its  center,  so  is  every  creature  whom  God  has 
made  to  Him  equally  near  and  equally  distant.” — Sick- 
els’s  Monitor , Part  2,  page  72. 

High  Priest  (continuing) — The  Equilateral  or 
Perfect  Triangle,  on  which  the  word  was  founded,  “is 


emblematical  of  the  three  essential 
attributes  of  Deity,  namely:  Omni- 
!%  presence,  Omniscience  and  Omnip- 
Ifiotence;  and  as  the  three  equal  sides 
or  equal  angles  form  but  one  Tri- 
angle,  so  these  three  equal  attri- 
butes  constitute  but  one  God. 

This  emblem  was  adopted  by  the  ancients  as  a sym- 
bol of  the  Deity — as  embracing  in  Himself  the  three 
stages  of  time — the  Past,  the  Present,  and  the  Future. 
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Among  the  Hebrews  a yod,  or  point  in  the  center  of  an 
equilateral  triangle,  was  one  of  the  modes  of  express- 
ing the  incommunicable  name  of  Jehovah.  For  this 
reason  the  number  three  has  always  been  held  in  high 
estimation  by  the  Fraternity.  We  find  it  pervading 
the  whole  ritual.  There  are  three  degrees  of  ancient 
craft  Masonry,  three  principal  officers  of  a lodge,  three 
supports,  three  ornaments,  three  greater  and  three  less- 
er lights,  three  movable  and  three  immovable  jewels, 
three  principal  tenets,  three  rounds  of  Jacob's  ladder, 
three  working  tools  of  a Fellow  Craft,  three  principal 
orders  of  architecture,  three  important  human  senses, 
three  ancient  Grand  Masters.”  [Sickels’s  Monitor , Part 
2 , page  73],  three  recreant  Fellow  Crafts;  the  secrets  of 
a Master  Mason  were  three  times  demanded  of  our 
Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  at  the  three  gates  of  the 
temple,  and  his  body  was  three  times  buried. 

“In  short,  the  allusion  to  the  triangle  may  be  found 
wherever  we  turn  our  steps  in  Freemasonry.  It  is  held 
in  still  higher  estimation  by  all  Royal  Arch  Masons. 
There  are  three  principal  officers  who  compose  the 
Grand  Council,  three  Grand  Masters  of  the  Veils;  three 
and  only  three,  can  be  exalted  at  the  same  time.” — Sich- 
els’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  page  7J. 

There  are  three  rough  and  rugged  roads,  three  dis- 
coveries, and  three  deposits  in  the  ark ; our  altar  is  tri- 
angular,301 our  jewels  are  triangular,  and  our  feet  and 
hands  must  be  in  a triangular  position  when  the  grand 
omni tic  or  Royal  Arch  word  is  communicated. 

Note  361. — “A  Masonic  tradition  informs  us  that  the  captive 
Jews  were  bound  by  their  conquerors  with  triangular  chains, 
and  that  this  was  done  by  the  Chaldeans  as  an  additional  in- 
sult, because  the  Jewish  masons  were  known  to  esteem  the 
triangle  as  an  emblem  of  the  sacred  name  of  God,  and  must 
have  considered  its  appropriation  to  the  form  of  their  fetters  as 
a desecraton  of  the  Tetragrammaton.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page 
406. 
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“THE  BREASTPLATE. 

Worn  by  the  High  Priest  is  in  imitation  of  that  worn 
by  the  High  Priest  of  Israel.  The  twelve  stones  in- 
serted therein  allude  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 
The  Breastplate  was  called  the  ‘Oracle  of  Urim  and 
Thummim/  which  signifies  light  and  perfection,  or  rev- 
elation and  truth.  By  this  oracle  God  was  consulted 
by  the  High  Priest  of  Israel  upon  all  important  occa- 
sions. On  the  shoulders  of  the  ephod  worn  by  the 
High  Priest  were  two  onyx  stones,  which  served  as  but- 
tons, by  which  the  Breastplate  was  fastened.  On  these 
stones  were  engraven  the  names  of  the  twelve  sons  of 
Jacob,  six  on  each — the  names  of  the  elder  on  the  right, 
those  of  the  younger  on  the  left.  These  stones  shone 
with  exceeding  great  brilliancy  whenever  the  sacrifices 
of  the  Children  of  Israel  were  accepted  of  God;  so  that 
all  the  people  were  satisfied  of  his  presence,  assistance 
and  protection.  When  the  Children  of  Israel  forsook 
the  landmarks  of  their  fathers,  and  followed  after 
strange  gods,  these  stones  ceased  to  shed  forth  their 
brilliancy,  in  consequence  of  God’s  displeasure  at  their 
transgression  of  His  law.  In  like  manner,  if  we,  as 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  expect  to  secure  the  presence,  as- 
sistance and  protection  of  the  Great  I AM,  we  must 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom,  and  forsake  not  the 
landmarks  which  our  fathers  set  up. 

“the  royal  arch  banner, 

Which- should  be  displayed  in  every 
regular  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, is  composed  of  the  four  stand- 
ards used  to  distinguish  the  four 
principal  tribes  of  the  Children  of 
Israel,  who  bore  their  banners 
through  the  wilderness,  viz:  Judah, 
Ephraim,  Reuben  and  Dan ; and  un- 
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der  each  of  these  principal  standards  were  assembled 
three  tribes.  There  were  consequently  four  divisions, 
with  three  tribes  in  each,  numbering  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand,  making  in  all  six  hundred  thousand 
fighting  men,  or  men  of  war.  They  marched  in  a hol- 
low square  in  traveling  through  the  wilderness,  in  order 
to  guard  and  protect  on  every  side  the  sacred  ark  of  the 
covenant.  The  escutcheon  or  shield  on  the  banner  is 
divided  into  four  compartments  by  a green  cross,  over 
which  a narrow  one  of  yellow  is  placed.  On  each  com- 
partment formed  by  the  limbs  of  the  cross  is  delineated 
the  peculiar  emblem  of  one  of  these  tribes,  to  wit : In 

the  first  quarter,  a golden  lion  on  a field  of  blue,  repre- 
senting Judah;  in  the  second,  a black  ox  on  a field  of 
gold,  representing  Ephraim ; in  the  third,  a man  on  a 
field  of  gold,  representing  Reuben ; and  in  the  fourth,  a 
golden  eagle  on  a field  of  blue,  representing  Dan.  Each 
of  these  is  a component  part  of  the  hieroglyphic  of  the 
Cherubim,  which  represent  the  children  of  Israel;  and 
they  teach  us  that,  in  the  erection  of  our  second  temple 
of  ‘Holiness  to  the  Lord/  as  well  as  in  the  prosecution 
of  every  great  and  important  undertaking,  we  should 
display,  as  did  our  ancient  brethren  in  the  erection  of 
the  first  temple,  the  strength  and  boldness  of  the  lion, 
the  patience  of  the  ox,  the  swiftness  of  the  eagle,  and 
the  intelligence  of  an  upright  and  perfect  man.  As  a 
crest,  the  banner  is  surmounted  by  the  ark  of  the  cove- 
nant, guraded  by  two  Cherubim,  with  their  wings 
touching  in  the  center.  The  ark  of  the  covenant  was  a 
small  chest  or  coffer,  made  by  Moses,  Aholiab  and  Be- 
zaleel,  and  was  three  feet  nine  inches  long — two  feet 
three  inches  wide  and  deep.  It  was  constructed  of 
shittim  wood,  covered  with  fine  gold,  and  over  all  were 
the  Cherubim,  with  expanded  wings.  In  the  ark  were 
placed  the  pot  of  manna,  Aaron’s  rod  and  the  tables  of 
stone  containing  the  decalogue,  written  by  the  finger  of 
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God.  It  was  at  first  placed  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  tab* 
ernacle,  and  afterwards  deposited  by  King  Solomon  in 
the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  temple,  at  the  comple- 
tion and  dedication  of  that  edifice,  as  you  have  seen  rep- 
resented in  the  Most  Excellent  Master’s  degree. 

“When  the  temple  was  destroyed  by  the  Chaldeans, 
the  ark  likewise  shared  its  lamented  fate;  but  we  are 
informed  that  King  Solomon — foreseeing  that  the  Chil- 
dren of  Israel  would,  in  process  of  time,  deviate  from 
the  laws  of  God,  and  provoke  His  displeasure,  and  that, 
in  consequence  thereof,  their  city  would  be  taken  by 
their  enemies,  the  ^temple  destroyed,  and  thus  would  for- 
ever perish  the  sacred  treasures  contained  in  the  S.  * . S.  * . 
[sanctum  sanctorum],  built  a secret  vault  underneath 
the  Holy  of  Holies,  where  our  Grand  Masters  held  their 
meetings,  and  in  which  they  deposited  an  exact  imita- 
tion of  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  wherein  were  placed 
precise  resemblances  of  the  pot  of  manna  and  of  Aaron’s 
rod,  as  also  a true  copy  of  the  Book  of  the  Law,  with 
the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  prophets  up  to  that  time. 
On  the  sides  of  the  ark  they  placed  their  names,  and 
the  time  when,  and  for  what  purpose  deposited. 

“The  ark  was  placed  on  the  Masonic  Stone568  of 

Note  362. — “Cubical  Stone.  The  Cubical  Stone  forms  an  im- 
portant part  of  the  ritual  of  the  Royal  Arch  and  Rose  Croix, 
as  well  as  some  other  of  the  high  degrees.  We  have  a Masonic 
legend  respecting  a cubical  stone  on  which  the  sacred  name  was 
inscribed  in  a mystical  diagram.  On  this  stone  Adam  made  his 
offerings  to  God.  This  stone  is  called  ‘the  Masonic  stone  of 
foundation,’  and  our  traditions  very  minutely  trace  its  history. 
When  Jacob  fled  from  Esau  to  his  uncle  Laban,  in  Mesopotamia, 
he  carried  this  stone  with  him,  and  used  it  as  his  pillow  on  the 
occasion  of  his  memorable  dream,  the  foot  of  the  ladder  appear- 
ing to  rest  on  the  stone.  It  was  subsequently  taken  by  him 
into  Egypt,  and  when  the  Israelites  departed  from  that  country, 
Moses  conveyed  away  with  his  followers  the  stone  of  foundation 
as  a talisman,  by  which  they  were  to  be  conducted  into  the  prom- 
ised land.  In  the  battle  with  the  Amalekites  he  seated  himself 
on  this  stone.  Afterward  this  stone  was  deposited  in  a secret 
crypt  of  the  temple,  in  a manner  weil  known  to  Select  Masters, 
and  there  remained  hidden,  until  at  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple 
by  Zerubbabel  it  was  discovered  by  three  zealous  sojourners  and 
made  the  corner-stone  of  the  second  temple.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon, 
Art . Cubical  8 tone. 
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Foundation,  which,  Masonic  tradition  says*  was  a per^ 
feet  cnbe  of  white  oriental  porphyry,  and  on  which  was 
inscribed,  in  precious  stones,  the  ineffable  name.  These 
characters  were  placed  within  an  equilateral  triangle, 
and  all  within  a circle.  It  was  deposited  in  the  sacred 
vault  under  the  S.  \ S.  *.  [sanctum  sanctorum]  by  our 
Grand  Master,  and  answered  as  a pedestal  upon  which 
the  imitation  of  the  ark  of  the  covenant  might  rest; 
and  there  it  remained  until,  at  the  rebuilding  of  the 
temple  by  Zerubbabel,  it  was  found  by  three  zealous 
sojourners,  and  subsequently  made  the  corner-stone  of 
the  second  temple.  It  was  perfectly  cubical  in  its  form 
— all  its  sides  being  equal  symbolizes  Divine  Truth, 
which  must  alone  direct  and  sustain  us  in  our  search 
after  God  and  the  true  light. 

“Thus,  within  this  imitation  of  the  sacred  ark  of  the 
covenant,  were  deposited  and  safely  kept  the  sacred 
treasures  for  the  space  of  four  hundred  and  seventy 
years,  which  should  constantly  remind  us  that  our  own 
breasts  should  afford  an  equally  safe  repository  for  the 
mysteries  of  the  order,  that  they  may  be  handed  down 
pure  and  unimpaired  to  the  latest  posterity. 

“The  Cherubim  guarding  the  ark  of  the  covenant  are 
to  remind  us  that  the  sublime  principles  of  our  Royal 
art  have  always  had  the  immediate  approval  of  Heaven, 
and  encourages  us  to  redouble  our  assiduity  in  the  prac- 
tice of  all  those  virtues  which  we  are  taught  within  the 
inner  veil  of  the  sanctuary. 

“The  motto  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry,  emblazoned  on 
its  banner,  is  the  same  which  you  observe  on  the  fore? 
front  of  the  High  Priest’s  mitre:  ‘Holiness  to  the 

Lord.’ 

“Up  to  this  time,  and  during  the  progress  of  the  sev- 
eral degrees  through  which  you  have  passed,  you  have 
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been  addressed  and  have  addressed  each  other  by  the 
title  of  brother  or  brothers.  You  will  now  be  called 
Companions.  And,  Companions,  I trust  that  it  has  not 
been  an  idle  curiosity,  that  merely  grasps  at  novelty, 
which  has  induced  you  to  seek  admission  into  this  most 
sublime  degree  of  Masonry,  infinitely  more  important 
than  all  which  have  preceded  it.  Its  ceremonies  are 
calculated  to  impress  upon  our  minds  a firm  belief  in 
the  existence  and  attributes  of  a Supreme  Being,  and 
they  teach  us  a due  reverence  for  his  great  and  holy 
name.” — Sick  els*  s Monitor , Part  2 , pages  74-80. 

When  God  refused  David  his  request  to  build  a tem- 
ple to  his  name,  Solomon  was  appointed  in  his  stead, 
and  tradition  states,  that  on  commencing  the  founda- 
tions the  workmen  came  upon  a vault  in  which  were 
immense  treasures  of  gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones. 
King  Solomon,  believing  it  to  be  the  remains  of  some 
temple  built  before  the  flood,  and  fearing  it  had  been 
in  the  service  of  idolatry,  was  informed  in  a vision 
that  the  place  had  been  thrice  devoted  to  God ; it  being 
when  Enoch  was  translated,  when  Abraham  was  about 
to  offer  up  his  son  Isaac,  and  also  when  David  met  and 
appeased  the  destroying  angel  that  was  visible  over  the 
threshing  floor  of  Ornon  the  Jebusite.  The  treasures 
were  accordingly  collected  and  used  in  the  construction 
of  the  temple. 

On  exploring  the  lowest  recesses  of  the  vault,  King 
Solomon  found  this  white  Masonic  stone,  on  which, 
encrusted  with  precious  stones,  was  a delta  within  a 
circle,  containing  the  great  and  sacred  name,  the  posses- 
sion of  which  filled  him  with  such  wisdom  and  under- 
standing that  his  name  resounded  throughout  the  earth, 
and  by  which  our  three  Grand  Masters  were  enabled  to 
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erect  such  a magnificent  structure  the  like  of  which 
has  not  been  before  or  since. 

“They  also  bring  to  light  many  valuable  treasures 
belonging  to  the  Craft,  after  they  had  lain  buried  in 
darkness  for  the  space  of  four  hundred  and  seventy 
years,  and  without  a knowledge  of  which  the  Masonic 
character  is  not  complete. 

“The  great,  mysterious  and  sacred  name  of  Deity 
was  communicated  to  Moses  at  the  B.  • .B.  * [Burning 
Bush. — Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2 , page  81 .J  “when  the 
Lord  said  Unto  him,  ‘Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  the 
Children  of  Israel,  The  Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  the 
God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of 
Jacob  hath  sent  me  unto  you;  this  is  my  name  forever, 
and  this  is  my  memorial  unto  all  generations/  (Ex.  iii. 
15.) 

“Thus  promulgated  to  their  law-giver  by  the  Al- 
mighty, as  His  special  appellation,  this  name  of  God  be- 
came invested  among  the  Children  of  Israel  with  the 
profoundest  veneration  and  awe;  so  much  so,  that  they 
never  presumed  to  pronounce  it,  except  in  a particular 
manner,  and  then  only  with  solemn  ceremonies  and 
with  the  greatest  reverence.  Hence,  in  a long  course 
of  time,  its  true  pronunciation  became  lost,  except  by 
the  High  Priest,  who  once  a year,  on  the  day  of  atone- 
ment, pronounced  the  word  three  times  in  the  sanctua- 
ry of  the  tabernacle.” — Sickcls’s  Monitor,  Part  2 , page 
81. 

This  sacred  name  at  a subsequent  period,  when  the 
foundations  of  the  temple  were  being  laid,  came  into 
the  possession  of  King  Solomon,  as  has  been  explained 
to  you,  and  was  by  him  communicated  to  Hiram,  King 
of  Tyre,  and  Hiram  Abiff,  as  the  Master  Mason’s  word, 
to  be  conferred  on  all  those  expert  and  faithful  crafts- 
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men  who  should  be  found  worthy  to  be  raised  to  that 
sublime  degree. 

At  a later  period  in  the  history  of  the  temple,  Ma- 
sonic history  informs  us  that  our  Grand  Masters  enter- 
ed into  a solemn  league  never  to  give  the  Master’s  word 
until  the  temple  was  completed,  and  then  only  when 
they  three  were  present  and  agreed  by  three  times 
three. 

You  will  remember  that  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram 
Abiff,  lost  his  life  for  refusing  to  give  the  Master's 
word.  The  reason  why  he  could  not  give  it  is  now  ob- 
vious ; because  by  the  obligations  which  he  had  assumed, 
he  alone  could  not  pronounce  the  sacred  name  of  Deity. 

After  the  death  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff, 
and  the  loss  of  the  Master’s  word,  it  was  placed  on  the 
top  of  the  imitation  of  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  which 
had  been  deposited  by  our  Grand  Masters  in  the  vault 
underneath  the  sanctum  sanctorum , and  then  this  vault 
was  closed  up  with  all  its  sacred  treasures. 

King  Solomon  then  found  it  necessary  to  substitute 
a word  for  that  which  was  lost,  trusting  that  future 
generations  might  find  out  the  right,  which  he  did, 
founded  on  the  tragical  death  and  the  raising  of  the 
body  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  as  we  have 
seen  represented  in  the  third  degree. 

“After  a series  of  important  events,  of  which  you 
will  find  a particular  account  in  the  history  of  the 
Kings  of  Judah  and  Israel,  for  the  space  of  four  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  years  from  the  consecration  of  the  first 
temple  to  its  destruction  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  find 
that  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah, 
King  of  Judah,  Nebuzaradan,  Captain  of  the  Guard  of 
the  King  of  Babylon,  went  up,  besieged  and  took  the 
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city  of  Jerusalem,  seized  all  the  holy  vessels,  the  two 
famous  brazen  pillars,  and  all  the  treasures  of  the  king’s 
house,  his  palaces  and  his  princes.  He  then  set  both 
temple  and  city  on  fire,  overthrowing  its  walls,  towers 
and  fortresses,  and  totally  leveling  and  razing  it,  until 
it  became  one  thorough  desolation;  and  the  remnant  of 
the  people  that  escaped  the  sword  he  carried  away  cap- 
tive to  Babylon,  where  they  remained  as  servants  until 
the  reign  of  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  who,  in  the  first 
year  of  his  reign,  issued  his  famous  proclamation,  liber- 
ating the  Hebrew  captives,  with  permission  to  return 
to  their  native  country  and  rebuild  the  city  and  temple. 

“Accordingly,  the  principal  people  of  the  tribes  of 
Judah  and  Benjamin,  together  with  the  priests  and  Le- 
vites,  immediately  departed  for  Jerusalem.  They  trav- 
eled over  rough  and  rugged  roads,  over  rivers  and  moun- 
tains, until  they  arrived  at  that  city,  where  they  erected 
a tabernacle  near  the  ruins  of  the  old  temple.  This 
tabernacle,  like  that  built  by  Moses,  was  an  oblong,  sit- 
uated due  east  and  west,  inclosed,  and  divided  into 
apartments  by  four  cross  veils,  the  colors  of  which  were 
blue,  purple,  scarlet  and  white;  and  they  allude  to  the 
four  principal  tribes  of  the  Children  of  Israel,  who  bore 
their  banners  through  the  wilderness.  Guards  were 
stationed  at  those  veils,  to  see  that  none  passed  but  such 
as  were  duly  qualified — none  being  admitted  into  the 
presence  of  the  Grand  Council  but  the  true  descendants 
of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  who  made  themselves 
known  by  the  same  signs  and  words  given  by  the  Lord 
to  Moses  when  He  commanded  him  to  conduct  the 
children  of  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  from 
the  house  of  bondage. 

“In  the  tabernacle  they  set  up  the  altar,  and  burned 
incense  thereon  day  and  night. 


564 


ROYAL  ARCH  DEGREE. 


“In  the  sanctuary  the  Grand  Council,  consisting  of 
J oshua,  the  High  Priest ; Zerubbabel,  the  King ; and 
Haggai,  the  Scribe,  held  their  sessions  and  formed  their 
plans. 

“ Among  those  who  returned  were  three  of  our  an- 
cient brethren,  who  were  left  behind  in  Babylon  by  the 
main  body  under  Zerubbabel,  and  who  afterwards  went 
up  to  Jerusalem  to  help,  aid  and  assist  in  the  great  and 
glorious  work  of  rebuilding  the  house  of  the  Lord, 
without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward.  Those  three  so- 
journers discovered  and  brought  to  light,  as  you  have 
seen  represented,  the  same  treasures  which  had  been 
buried  by  King  Solomon,  after  they  had  lain  in  dark- 
ness from  * * * * [Solomon’s  time]  until  the  erection 
of  the  second  temple;  and,  as  a reward  for  their  valua- 
ble labors,  they  were  exalted  to  be  Grand  Masters  of 
the  Veils.  Those  three  worthy  Companions  you  have 
had  the  honor  to  represent. 

“And  now,  my  Companions,  you  have  received  all 
the  instruction  that  pertains  to  our  noble  craft. 

“You  have  ascended,  by  regular  gradations,  to  the 
summit  of  our  sublime  and  Eoyal  art. 

“You  have  been  conducted  around  the  outer  courts  of 
the  temple,  viewed  its  beautiful  proportions,  its  massive 
pillars,  its  starry-decked  canopy,  its  Mosaic  pavements, 
its  lights,  jewels  and  furniture. 

“You  have  been  introduced  into  the  Middle  Chamber, 
and  learned,  by  the  example  of  our  ancient  brethren, 
to  reverence  the  Sabbath  day,  and  to  keep  it  holy. 

“You  have  entered  the  unfinished  S. S.  *.  [sanctum 
sanctorum],  and  there,  in  the  integrity  and  inflexible  ! 
fidelity  of  the  illustrious  Tyrian,  witnessed  an  example 
of  firmness  and  fortitude  never  surpassed  in  the  history 
of  man. 


INITIATION. 


“You  have  wrought  in  the  quarries,  and  exhibited 
suitable  specimens  of  your  skill,  and  have  been  taught 
how  to  receive,  in  a proper  manner,  your  Masonic 
wages. 

‘“You  have  regularly  passed  the  chair,  and  learned  its 
important  duties — a knowledge  of  which  can  alone 
qualify  you  to  preside  over  the  sons  of  light. 

“You  have  been  present,  and  assisted  at  the  comple- 
tion and  dedication  of  our  mystic  temple ; and,  for  your 
zeal  and  fidelity  to  the  craft,  have  received  the  congrat- 
ulatory title  of  Most  Excellent  Master. 

“You  have  now  witnessed  the  mournful  desolation  of 
Zion,  the  sack  and  destruction  of  the  city  and  temple  of 
God,  and  the  utter  loss,  as  the  world  supposed,  of  all 
those  articles  contained  in  the  Holy  of  Holies. 

‘“You  have  seen  the  chosen  people  of  God  forced  by  a 
foreign  despot  from  the  pleasant  groves  and  peaceful 
vineyards  of  their  native  Israel,  and  dragged  into  cap- 
tivity on  the  banks  of  the  far-off  Euphrates. 

“But  you  have  seen  those  afflicted  sons  of  Zion  vis- 
ited, in  the  darkest  night  of  their  adversity,  by  a peace- 
ful light  from  heaven,  which  guided  them  over  rough 
and  rugged  roads  to  the  scene  of  their  former  glory. 

“You  have  seen  them  enabled,  by  the  signet  of  Eter- 
nal Truth,  to  pass  the  veils  that  interposed  between 
them  and  their  fondest  hopes. 

“You  have  seen  them  successfully  engaged  in  the 
great  and  glorious  work  of  rebuilding  the  house  of  the 
Lord. 

“And,  finally,  you  have  seen  the  sacred  treasures  of 
the  first  temple  brought  to  light,  and  the  blessed  book 
restored  to  the  longing  eyes  of  the  devout  Israelites,  to 
be  the  rule  and  guide — the  comfort  and  support — of  the 
people  of  God  throughout  all  future  time. 
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“And,  my  Companions,  if,  in  all  these  things,  yon 
have  seen  only  a series  of  unmeaning  rites — if  the  spir- 
it of  truth  has  not  applied  to  your  hearts  the  morals  of 
these  ceremonies — then,  indeed,  have  we  labored  in 
vain,  and  you  have  spent  your  strength  for  naught. 
But  I am  persuaded  to  believe  better  things  of  you.  I 
trust  that  you  have  entered  into  the  spirit  of  these  sol- 
emn ceremonies,  and  understand  the  full  import  of 
these  interesting  symbols;  that  all  the  forms  and  cere- 
monies through  which  you  have  passed,  from  the  mo- 
ment you  first  trod  the  outer  courts  of  the  temple  until 
your  final  reception  within  the  veils,  have  impressed 
deeply  on  your  minds  the  great  and  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  our  time-honored  institution:  for  then , and 
only  then,  can  you  justly  claim  the  noble  name  of  Ma- 
son; then,  and  only  then , can  you  feel  that  friendship, 
that  union,  that  zeal,  that  purity  of  heart,  which  should 
actuate  every  one  who  would  appropriate  to  himself  the 
proud  title  of  a workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  asham- 
ed.”— Sickels’s  Monitor,  Part  2,  pages  81-87 . 

ROYAL  ARCH  CHARGE  TO  CANDIDATES. 

“Companions  . By  the  consent  and  assistance  of  the 
members  of  this  chapter,  you  are  now  exalted303  to  the 
august364  degree  of  a Boyal  Arch  Mason.  The  rites  and 
mysteries  developed  in  this  degree  have  been  handed 

Note  363. — “Exalted.  A candidate  is  said  to  be  exalted 
when  he  receives  the  degree  of  Holy  Royal  Arch,  the  seventh 
in  York  Masonry.  Exalted  means  elevated,  or  lifted  up,  and  is 
applicable  both  to  a peculiar  ceremony  of  the  degree  and  to  the 
fact  that  this  degree,  in  the  rite  in  which  it  is  practiced,  con- 
stitutes the  summit  of  ancient  Masonry.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon , 
Art , Exalted, 

Note  364. — “Candidates  receiving  this  degree  are  said  to  be 
exalted  to  the  august  degree  of  the  Holy  Royal  Arch.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  vage  348. 
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down  through  a chosen  few,  unchanged  by  time,  and 
uncontrolled  by  prejudice;  and  we  trust  that  they  will 
be  regarded  by  you  with  the  same  veneration,  and  trans- 
mitted with  the  same  scrupulous  purity  to  your  suc- 
cessors. 

“No  one  can  reflect  on  the  ceremonies  of  gaining  ad- 
mission into  this  place  without  being  forcibly  struck 
with  the  important  lessons  which  they  teach.  Here  we 
are'  necessarily  led  to  contemplate,  with  gratitude  and 
admiration,  the  sacred  Source  from  whence  all  earthly 
comforts  flow.  Here  we  find  additional  inducements  to 
continue  steadfast  and  immovable  in  the  discharge  of 
our  respective  duties;  and  here  we  are  bound,  by  the 
most  solemn  ties,  to  promote  each  other’s  welfare,  and 
correct  each  other’s  failings  by  advice,  admonition  and 
reproof.  It  is  a duty  which  we  owe  to  our  companions 
of  this  Order  that  the  application  of  every  candidate 
for  admission  should  be  examined  with  the  most  scruti- 
nizing eye,  so  that  we  may  always  possess  the  satisfac- 
tion of  finding  none  among  us  but  such  as  will  promote, 
to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  the  great  end  of  our  in- 
stitution. By  paying  due  attention  to  this  determina- 
tion, you  will  never  recommend  any  candidate  for  our 
mysteries  whose  abilities  and  knowledge  you  cannot 
freely  vouch  for,  and  whom  you  do  not  firmly  and  con- 
fidently believe  will  fully  conform  to  the  principles  of 
our  order,  and  fulfill  tTie  obligations  of  a Royal  Arch 
Mason.  While  such  are  our  members,  we  may  expect 
to  be  united  in  one  object,  without  indifference,  inat- 
tention, or  neglect;  fervency  and  zeal,  fidelity  and  af- 
fection, will  be  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  our 
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society,  and  that  satisfaction,  harmony,  and  peace  will 
be  enjoyed  at  our  meetings  which  no  other  society  can 
afford/’ — Mackey's  Ritualist,  pages  394-395. 

High  Priest — My  companions,  you  are  now  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a Eoyal  Arch  Mason, 
and  on  signing  your  names  to  the  by-laws  will  become 
regular  members  of Chapter — . 

[The  lecture  is  next  in  regular  order  after  initiation, 
in  each  degree,  but,  as  previously  stated,  is  rarely  given 
in  any  form  on  the  night  of  initiation,  or  “exaltation,” 
except  the  small  portion  always  given  in  the  opening 
and  closing  ceremonies.  The  High  Priest  having  asked 
one  or  more  of  the  members  to  post  the  new-made 
“companions”  in  the  lecture,  proceeds  at  once  with  the 
closing  ceremonies,  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  two 
or  three  first  and  last  sentences,  are  precisely  the  same 
in  closing  as  in  opening  ceremonies;  and  these  first  and 
last  sentences  vary  only  in  a word  or  two  to  suit  the 
occasion,  such  as  declaring  the  chapter  opened  or  closed 
and  ordering  the  Tyler  informed  it  is  opened  or  about 
to  be  opened,  or  closed  or  about  to  be  closed.  The 
reader  is  therefore  referred  to  Chapter  XXVI.,  where 
these  opening  ceremonies385  are  given  in  full.  All  of 
these  catechetical  exercises  having  been  attended  to, 
and  the  due-guard  and  sign  of  each  degree,  from  En- 
tered Apprentice  up,  having  been  given,  the  High  Priest 
recites  the  following,  or  a similar :] 

Note  365. — “Closing  of  the  Chapter.  A Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  is  closed  as  it  was  opened,  with  the  most  solemn 
and  impressive  ceremonies,  and  that  symbol  of  truth  which  had 
been  brought  forth  to  be  contemplated  during  the  hours  of  labor 
being  now  again  deposited,  to  remain  in  silence  until  the  crafts- 
men shall  again  assemble,  the  brethren  are  dismissed  with  the 
following  prayer  ."—Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  ^96. 
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“By  the  wisdom  of  the  Supreme  High  Priest  may  we 
be  directed,  by  his  strength  may  we  be  enabled,  and  by 
the  beauty  of  virtue  may  we  be  incited  to  perform  the 
obligations  here  enjoined  on  us,  to  keep  inviolably  the 
mysteries  here  unfolded  to  us,  and  invariably  to  prac- 
tice all  those  duties  out  of  the  chapter  which  are  incul- 
cated in  it.”' — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  396. 

High  Priest — Amen. 

Companions — So  mote  it  be. 

High  Priest  (nine  raps;  three,  three  and  three) — In 

the  name  of  God  and  Zerubbabel  I declare Chapter 

of  Royal  Arch  Masons  closed  in  form. 

High  Priest  (one  rap) — Companion  Royal  Arch  Cap- 
tain, inform  the  Tyler.  [Tyler  is  informed  same  as  in 
opening,  when  the  Royal  Arch  Captain  reports  to  the 
High  Priest,  who  gives  one  rap,  and  the  chapter  is  clos- 
ed in  form.] 
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CHAPTER  XXVIII. 

Seventh,  ok  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

[fourth,  and  last  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

LECTURE — FIRST  SECTION. 

Examiner — Are  you  a Royal  Arch  Mason?360 

Candidate — I am  that  I am. 

Examiner — How  shall  I know  you  to  he  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  ? 

Candidate — By  three  times  three. 

Examiner — Where  were  you  made  a Royal  Arch367 
Mason  ? 

Candidate — In  a regular  constituted  chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons;  assembled  in  a place  representing  the 
tabernacle  erected  by  our  ancient  brethren  near  the 
ruins  of  King  Solomon’s  temple. 

Examiner — How  many  compose  a chapter  of  Royal 
Arch308  Masons? 

Candidate — Nine  or  more. 

Examiner— When  composed  of  only  nine  who  are 
they? 

Note  366. — “The  Royal  Arch  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
perfection  of  the  Master’s  degree  as  a science  of  symbolism,  and 
the  latter  cannot  be  understood  without  the  developments  of  the 
former.  They  are  the  first  and  second  volumes  of  a continuous 
history,  and  the  absence  of  either  would  mutilate  the  work.” — 
Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  341. 

Note  367. — “The  Royal  Arch  is  the  cape-stone  of  the  Masonic 
edifice,  but  the  third  degree  is  its  foundation,  and  without  the 
presence  of  both  the  building  would  be  incomplete.” — Mackey’s 
Ritualist,  page  341. 

Note  368 — “In  the  Royal  Arch  degree  we  mean  to  intimate 
that  that  sublime  portion  of  the  Masonic  system  is  a symbolic 
representation  of  the  state  after  death.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist, 
page  340.  — ' 
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Candidate ■ — The  Most  Excellent  High  Priest,  King, 
and  Scribe;  companions  Captain  of  the  Host,  Principal 
Sojourner,  Royal  Arch  Captain,  and  the  three  Grand 
Masters  of  the  Veils. 

Examiner — Whom  do  the  first  three  represent? 

Candidate — Joshua,  Zerubbabel  and  Haggai,  those 
three  ancient  worthies  who  composed  the  first  Grand 
Masonic369  Council  at  Jerusalem,  and  held  their  meet- 
ings in  the  tabernacle. 

Examiner — Whom  do  the  latter  three  represent  ? 

Candidate — Those  three  of  our  ancient  brethren  who 
discovered  and  brought  to  light  the  principal  secrete  of 
this  degree,  after  they  had  lain  buried  in  darkness  from 
the  death  of  our  Grand  Master,  Hiram  Abiff,  until  the 
erection  of  the  second  temple,  and  as  a reward  for  their 
valuable  services  were  exalted  to  be  Grand  Masters  of 
the  Veils. 

Examiner — How  many  veils  were  there? 

Candidate — Four. 

Examiner — What  were  their  colors? 

Candidate — Blue,  purple,  scarlet  and  white. 

Examiner — What  does  that  of  blue  denote? 

Candidate — Friendship,  which  is  the  peculiar  charac- 
teristic of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Examiner — What  does  that  of  purple  denote? 

Candidate — Union,  and  it  being  composed  of  a due 
mixture  of  blue  and  scarlet  is  placed  between  the  first 
and  third  veils,  which  are  of  these  colors,  to  show  the 

Note  369. — “The  Tabernacle.  We  are  not  to  suppose  that 
the  tabernacle  represented  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  Royal  Arch 
degree  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  tabernacle  constructed  by  Moses, 
and  which  served  as  a pattern  for  that  erected  by  Zerubbabel  and 
his  colleagues  near  the  ruins  of  King  Solomon’s  temple.”— 
Mackey’s  Ritualist , page  36$. 
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intimate  connection  that  should  ever  exist  between  An- 
cient Craft  Masonry370  and  this  most  sublime  degree. 

Examiner — What  does  that  of  scarlet  denote? 

Candidate — That  fervency  and  zeal  which  should  ever 
actuate  all  Royal  Arch  Masons. 

Examiner — What  does  that  of  white  denote  ? 

Candidate — That  purity  of  heart  and  rectitude  of 
conduct  which  are  essential  to  gain  admission  into  the 
sanctum  sanctorum , or  holy  of  holies. 

Examiner — To  what  do  the  four  veils  allude  ? 

Candidate — To  the  four  principal  tribes  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  Israel  who  bore  the  banners  through  the  wilder- 
ness. 

Examiner — Where  were  the  veils  placed? 

Candidate — At  the  outer  courts  of  the  tabernacle. 

Examiner — Why  there? 

Candidate — To  serve  as  coverings  for  the  tabernacle, 
and  stations  for  the  guards. 

Examiner — Why  were  guards  stationed  there? 

Candidate — To  see  that  none  passed  but  such  as  were 
duly  qualified;  none  being  admitted  into  the  presence 
of  the  Grand  Council  .but  the  true  descendants  of  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel. 

Examiner — How  did  they  make  themselves  known? 

Candidate — By  the  several  signs  given  by  the  Lord 
to  Moses  when  he  commanded  him  to  conduct  the 
Children  of  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and  from 
the  house  of  bondage. 

Note  370. — “A  good  lodge  may  be  known  by  its  ornaments.  In 
most  lodges  all  sorts  of  decorations  are  heaped  together  without 
the  slightest  attention  to  propriety.  The  proper  images  or  em- 
blems are  to  be  taken  from  the  Bible,  which  alone  contains  the 
authentic  records  of  ancient  Masonry.  The  decorations  should 
be  Masonic  emblems,  intersecting  triangles,  the  triple  tau,  square 
and  compasses,  death's  head,  etc.  ; these,  if  properly  managed, 
can  be  made  highly  ornamental.” — Mackey’s  Lexicon , Art.  Lodge - 
room. 
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SECOND  SECTION. 

Examiner — How  were  you  prepared  to  be  made  a 
Boyal  Arch  Mason? 

Candidate — By  being  divested  of  my  outward  appar- 
el, hoodwinked,  and  a cable-tow  seven  times  about  my 
body,  in  which  condition,  accompanied  by  two  others 
possessing  the  same  qualifications,  I was  conducted  to 
the  door  of  the  chapter  by  a companion. 

Examiner — How  gained  you  admission? 

Candidate — By  seven  distinct  knocks. 

Examiner — To  what  to  these  knocks  allude  ? 

Candidate — To  the  seventh  degree  of  Masonry,  it  be- 
ing that  on  which  we  were  about  to  enter. 

Examiner — What  was  said  to  you  from  within  ? 

Candidate — Who  comes  here? 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Three  brethren,  who  have  been  regularly 
initiated  as  Entered  Apprentices,  passed  to  the  degree 
of  a Fellow  Craft,  raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a 
Master  Mason,  advanced  to  the  honorary  degree  of  a 
Mark  Master  Mason,  presided  as  Master  in  the  chair, 
received  and  acknowledged  as  Most  Excellent  Masters, 
and  now  wish  to  receive  further  light  in  Masonry  by 
being  exalted  to  the  most  august  and  sublime  degree  of 
a Boyal  Arch  Mason. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  asked? 

Candidate — If  it  was  of  our  own  free  will  and  accord ; 
if  we  were  worthy  and  well  qualified,  duly  and  truly 
prepared;  if  we  had  made  suitable  proficiency  in  the 
preceding  degrees;  all  of  which  being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  we  were  asked  by  what  further  right  or 
benefit  we  expected  to  gain  admission. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 
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Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Examiner — Give  me  the  pass. 

Candidate — Bab  boni. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — We  were  directed  to  wait  with  patience 
until  the  Captain  of  the  Host  was  informed  and  his  an- 
swer returned. 

Examiner — What  answer  did  he  return  ? 

Candiate — Let  them  enter  and  he  received  in  due 
and  ancient  form. 

Examiner — How  were  you  received? 

Candidate — Under  a living  arch;  which  was  to  im- 
press upon  our  minds,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that 
the  principal  secrets  of  this  degree  could  only  be  com- 
municated under  a living  arch. 

Examiner — How  were  you  then  disposed  of? 

Candidate — We  were  conducted  once  about  the  courts 
of  the  tabernacle,  and  caused  to  kneel  and  implore  a 
blessing  from  Deity. 

Examiner — After  imploring  a blessing  from  Deity, 
how  were  you  disposed  of  ? 

Candidate — We  were  conducted  a second  time  about 
the  courts  gf  the  tabernacle,  when  we  were  met  by  the 
Captain  of  the  Host,  who  demanded  of  us,  Who  comes 
here  ? and  what  are  your  intentions  ? 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Three  brethren,  [etc.,  same  as  page  573.] 

Examiner — What  did  the  Captain  of  the  Host  then 
inform  you? 

Candidate — That  in  pursuing  our  intentions  it  would 
be  necessary  for  us  to  travel  those  rough  and  rugged 
roads  which  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  had  traveled  before 
us ; but  before  proceeding  further  we  must  take  a solemn 
obligation. 
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Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — We  were  taught  to  advance  by  seven  up- 
right regular  steps,  our  feet  forming  two  sides  of  an 
equilateral  triangle;  our  bodies  erect. 

Examiner — What  did  the  Captain  of  the  Host  then 
do  with  you? 

Candidate — He  made  us  Royal  Arch  Masons  in  due 
form. 

Examiner — What  was  that  due  form?  • 

Candidate — Kneeling  on  both  our  knees,  our  bodies 
erect,  and  both  hands  on  the  Holy  Bible,  square  and 
compass,  in  which  due  form  we  took  the  solemn  obli- 
gation of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Examiner — Repeat  it.  [Candidate  repeats  it.  See 
page  511.] 

Examiner — After  taking  the  obligation,  how  were 
you  disposed  of? 

Candidate — We  were  conducted  a third  time  about 
the  courts  of  the  tabernacle,  when  a symbol  of  the 
burning  bush  was  exhibited  to  us. 

Examiner — Why  was  a symbol  of  the  burning  bush 
exhibited  to  you  at  that  period  of  your  exaltation  ? 

Candidate — To  impress  on  our  minds,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  that  the  wmrds  and  signs  following 
were  of  divine  institution,  and  as  such  were  sacredly 
regarded  by  the  Children  of  Israel,  and  by  them  trans- 
mitted to  their  posterity  as  means  by  which  they  might 
be  known  and  distinguished  forever  after. 

Examiner — What  followed  ? 

Candidate — We  were  conducted  a fifth  time  about 
the  courts  of  the  tabernacle,  when  we  were  caused  to 
represent  three  Most  Excellent  Masters,  who  were 
present  at  the  destruction  of  King  Solomon’s  temple. 
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Examiner — By  whom  was  it  destroyed  ? 

Candidate— By  Nebuzaradan,  Captain  of  the  Guard 
of  Nebuchadnezzer,  King  of  Babylon,  who  in  the  elev- 
enth year  of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah,  King  of  Judah, 
came  up  to  Jerusalem  and  seized  all  the  holy  vessels, 
the  two  famous  brazen  pillars,  and  all  the  treasures  of 
the  king’s  house,  his  palaces  and  his  princes.  He  then 
set  both  temple  and  city  on  fire,  overthrowing  its  walls, 
towers  and  fortresses,  and  totally  leveling  and  razing 
it,  until  it  became  one  thorough  desolation,  and  the 
remnant  of  the  people  that  escaped  the  sword  carried 
he  away  captive  to  the  King  of  Babylon,  where  they 
remained  servants  to  him  and  his  successors  until  the 
reign  of  Cyrus,  King  of  Persia. 

Examiner — How  long  were  the  Children  of  Israel  in 
the  Baylonish  captivity? 

Candidate — Seventy  years. 

Examiner — By  whom  were  they  liberated? 

Candidate — By  Cyrus,  King  of  Persia,  who,  in  the 
fourth  year  of  his  reign,  issued  his  famous  proclamation, 
saying,  “Thus  saith  Cyrus,  King  of  Persia,  The  Lord 
God  of  heaven  hath  given  me  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth,  and  he  hath  charged  me  to  build  him  an  house 
at  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah.  Who  is  there  among 
you  of  all  his  people  ? his  God  be  with  him,  and  let  him 
go  up  to  Jerusalem,  which  is  in  Judah,  and  build  the 
house  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel  (he  is  the  God),  which 
is  in  Jerusalem.”  (Ezra  i.  1-3.) — Siclcels’s  Monitor , Fart 
2 , page  57. 

Examiner — Whom  did  you  then  represent  ? 

Candidate — Three  of  our  ancient  brethren  who  were 
left  behind  in  Babylon. 

Examiner — In  that  capacity  what  answer  did  you 
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make  to  the  offer  of  Cyrus,  King  of  Persia,  as  contained 
in  his  famous  proclamation  ? 

Candidate — Being  doubtful  of  what  reception  we 
should  meet  with  from  our  ancient  brethren,  we  an- 
swered and  said,  We  are  willing  to  go  up,  but,  behold, 
when  we  come  unto  the  Children  of  Israel  [etc.,  see 
page  518]. 

Examiner — What  answer  did  you  receive 

Candidate — “I  Am  that  I Am  : Thus  shalt  thou  say 
unto  the  children  of  Israel,  I Am  hath  sent  me  unto 
you.” — -Sick els' s Monitor , Part  2 , page  5S. 

Examiner — Did  you  then  go  up? 

Candidate — We  did,  over  rough  and  rugged  roads. 

Examiner — What  were  they  intended  to  represent? 

Candidate — The  route  of  the  Children  of  Israel  to 
Jerusalem  from  their  Babylonish  captivity,  and  were  de- 
signed to  remind  us  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Israelites 
in  this  way. 

Examiner — Did  you  meet  with  any  obstructions  on 
your  wav  ? 

Candidate — We  did,  several. 

Examiner — Where  was  the  first? 

Candidate — At  the  first  veil  of  the  tabernacle,  when, 
on  making  an  alarm,  we  heard  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
First  Veil  exclaim,  Who  dares  approach  this  first  veil 
of  our  sacred  tabernacle!  and  he  supposing  the  enemy 
to  be  at  hand,  hailed  his  companions,  and  when  assem- 
bled demanded,  Who  comes  here? 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Three  weary  sojourners,  who  have  com© 
up  to  help,  aid  and  assist  in  rebuilding  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward. 

Examiner. — What  were  you  then  asked? 
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Candidate — From  whence  we  came. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — From  Babylon. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  informed  ? 

Candidate — That  by  an  order  of  the  Grand  Council 
(etc.,  same  as  on  page  524]. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — We  then  told  him,  We  are  of  your  own 
brethren,  [etc.,  see  page  524]. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  asked? 

Candidate — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  we  ex- 
pected to  gain  admission. 

Examiner — Your  answer  ? 

Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  pass. 

Examiner — Give  me  that  pass. 

Candidate — I Am  that  I Am. 

Examiner — Did  that  gain  you  admission? 

Candidate — It  did,  within  the  first  veil. 

Examiner — What  did  the  Grand  Master  of  the  First 
Veil  then  say  to  you? 

Candidate — Three  Most  Excellent  Masters  you  must 
have  been,  thus  far  to  have  come  to  promote  this  great 
and  glorious  work;  but  further  we  could  not  go  without 
his  words,  sign,  and  words  of  explanation. 

Examiner — What  are  his  words? 

Candidate — Shem,  Ham  and  Japheth. 

Examiner — What  is  his  sign? 

Candidate  (makes  sign  of  casting  staff  on  the  floor)  — 
fn  imitation  of  [etc.,  see  pages  491-2]. 

Examiner — What  are  his  words  of  explanation? 

Candidate — Explanatory  of  the  sign,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  the  writings  of  Moses,  as  follows: 

“And  Moses  answered  and  said.  But,  behold,  they  will 
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not  believe  me,  nor  hearken  unto  my  voice;  for  they 
will  say,  The  Lord  hath  not  appeared  unto  thee.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  him,  What  is  that  in  thine  hand? 
And  he  said,  A rod.  And  he  said,  Cast  it  on  the  ground. 
And  he  cast  it  on  the  ground,  and  it  became  a se'r- 
pent  ;371  and  Moses  fled  from  before  it.  And  the  Lord 
said  unto  Moses,  Put  forth  thine  hand,  and  take  it  by 
the  tail.  And  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  caught  it,  and 
it  became  a rod  in  his  hand.  That  they  may  believe 
that  the  Lord  God  of  their  fathers,  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  hath  ap- 
peared unto  thee.” — Sick  els* s Monitor,  Part  2,  page  61, 

Examiner — What  was  the  next  obstruction? 

Candidate — At  the  second  veil,  when,  on  making  an 
alarm  we  heard  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil 
exclaim,  Who  dares  approach  this  second  veil  of  ou? 
sacred  tabernacle  ! Who  comes  here  ? 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Three  weary  sojourners  [etc.,  same  as  ai 
first  veil,  page  577]. 

Examiner — What  were  you  further  asked? 

Candidate — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  we  ex- 
pected to  gain  admission. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — By  the  words,  sign,  and  words  of  expla- 
nation of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  First  Veil. 

Examiner — Bid  these  gain  you  admission? 

Candidate — They  did,  within  the  second  veil. 

Examiner— What  did  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Sec- 
ond Veil  then  say  to  you  ? 

Note  371.— “The  serpent  was  also  a symbol  of  regeneration,  be- 
cause it  possesses  the  power  of  periodically  emerging  from  its  old 
skin  and  coming  forth  in  all  the  beauty  and  vigor  of  youth.  In 
tnis  symbol  we  find  another  instance  of  the  prevailing  idea,  in 
Masonry,  of  a loss  and  a recovery.”— Pierson’s  Traditions,  pag* 
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Candidate — Three  Most  Excellent  Masters  yon  must 
have  been,  thus  far  to  have  come  to  promote  this  great 
and  glorious  work;  but  further  we  could  not  go  without 
his  words,  sign,  and  words  of  explanation. 

Examiner — What  are  his  words? 

Candidate — Shem,  Japheth  and  Adoniram. 

Examiner — What  is  his  sign?  [Candidate  makes 
sign  of  Grand  Master  of  the  Second  Veil,  saying,  “In 
imitation  of  that  given  by  the  Lord,”  etc.,  same  as  on 
page  493.] 

Examiner — What  are  his  words  of  explanation? 
[Candidate  repeats  the  Scripture  account  of  Moses’s 
hand  becoming  leprous,  same  as  on  page  494.] 

Examiner — Where  was  the  next  obstruction  ? 

Candidate — At  the  third  veil,  when,  on  making  an 
alarm,  we  heard  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Third  Veil 
exclaim,  Who  dares  approach  this  third  veil  of  our  sa- 
cred tabernacle ! Who  comes  here  ? 

Examiner — Your  answer?  [Answer  same  as  at  other 
veils,  page  573.] 

Examiner — What  were  you  further  asked  ? 

Candidate — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  we  ex 
pected  to  gain  admission. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  words,  sign,  and 
words  of  explanation  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Second 
Veil. 

Examiner — Did  these  gain  you  admission? 

Candidate — Thev  did,  within  the  third  veil. 

Examiner — What  did  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Third 
Veil  then  say  to  you? 

Candidate — Three  Most  Excellent  Masters  you  must 
have  been,  thus  far  to  have  come  to  promote  this  great 
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and  glorious  work ; but  further  we  could  not  go  without 
his  words,  sign,  words  of  explanation,  and  signet. 

Examiner — What  were  his  words? 

Candidate — Haggai,  Joshua  and  Zerubbabel. 

Examiner — What  was  his  sign?  [Candidate  makes 
sign  of  pouring  out  water,  repeating  the  words,  “In 
imitation,”  etc.,  same  as  page  495.] 

Examiner-^ What  were  his  words  of  explanation? 

Candidate — Explanatory  of  [etc.,  and  Scripture  ac- 
count of  turning  water  into  blood,  same  as  on  page  496]. 

Examiner — What  was  his  signet? 

Candidate — That  of  Zerubbabel,  or  Truth. 

Examiner — Where  was  the  next  obstruction  ? 

Candidate — At  the  fourth  veil,  or  sanctuary  of  the 
tabernacle,  when,  on  making  an  alarm,  we  heard  the 
Royal  Arch  Captain  exclaim,  Who  dares  approach  this 
fourth  veil,  or  sanctuary  of  our  sacred  tabernacle,  where 
incense  burns  on  our  holy  altar  both  day  and  night ! 
Who  comes  here? 

Exa  m in  e r — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Three  weary  sojourners,  who  have  come 
up  to  help,  aid  and  assist  in  rebuilding  the  house  of  the 
Lord,  without  the  hope  of  fee  or  reward. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  asked? 

Candidate — From  whence  we  came. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — From  Babylon. 

Examiner — What  were  you  then  informed? 

Candidate — That  by  an  order  of  the  Grand  Council 
[etc.,  same  as  on  page  524]. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — We  told  him  we  were  of  his  brethren 
and  kin  [etc.,  same  as  on  page  521], 
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Examiner — What  were  you  further  asked? 

Candidate — By  what  further  right  or  benefit  we  ex- 
pected to  gain  admission. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — By  the  benefit  of  the  words.,  sign,  words 
of  explanation  and  signet  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
Third  Veil. 

Examiner — Did  these  gain  you  admission  ? 

Candidate — They  did  not  at  that  time,  but  we  were 
directed  to  wait  with  patience  until  the  Grand  Council 
were  informed  of  our  request  and  their  answer  returned. 

Examiner — What  answer  did  they  return? 

Candidate — Let  them  enter. 

Examiner — By  whom  were  you  received? 

Candidate — By  the  Captain  of  the  Host,  who  con- 
ducted us  into  the  presence  of  the  Most  Excellent  High 
Priest,  King  and  Scribe,  then  sitting  in  Grand  Council, 
who,  on  becoming  satisfied  of  our  proficiency  in  the 
several  degrees  of  Masonry,  inquired  of  us  what  part  of 
the  work  we  were  willing  to  undertake. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Any  part,  he  it  ever  so  servile,  to  promote 
this  great  and  glorious  work. 

Examiner — What  did  the  Grand  Council  then  in- 
form you? 

Candidate — That  our  modesty  became  our  merit;  and 
from  specimens  of  our  skill  which  we  had  exhibited, 
they  had  no  doubt  of  our  ability  to  perform  any  part  of 
the  work,  be  it  ever  so  difficult;  hut  at  present  it  was 
necessary  that  the  rubbish  be  removed  from  the  ruins 
sf  the  old  temple,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the 
new;  we  would,  therefore,  on  receiving  proper  working- 
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tools  from  the  Captain  of  the  Host,  repair  to  the  ruins 
and  commence  our  labors ; and  they  gave  us  strictly  in 
charge  to  observe  and  preserve  everything  we  might 
discover  of  value,  for  they  had  no  doubt  there  lay  buried 
many  valuable  models  of  art,  which  if  brought  to  light 
would  prove  of  essential  service  to  the  craft. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — On  receiving  proper  working-tools  from 
the  Captain  of  the  Host  we  repaired  to  the  ruins,  where 
we  wrought  diligently  for  three  days  without  discover- 
ing anything  of  importance,  except  passing  by  the  ruins 
of  several  ancient  columns  in  the  different  orders  of 
architecture. 

On  the  fourth  day,  still  pursuing  our  labors,  we  came 
to  what  at  first  appeared  to  be  an  impenetrable  rock, 
but  on  one  of  my  companions,  striking  it  with  a crow, 
it  returned  a hollow  sound,  whereupon  we  redoubled 
our  assiduity,  and  on  removing  more  of  the  rubbish  we 
found  it  to  be  top  of  an  arch,  in  the  vertex  of  which 
was  a curiously-wrought  stone,  which,  after  much  diffi- 
culty, we  succeeded  in  raising.  On  it  were  several 
characters,  nearly  effaced  by  time.  Night  coming  on 
we  repaired  to  the  Grand  Council  and  presented  it  for 
their  inspection. 

Examiner — What  was  their  opinion  of  the  stone? 

Candidate — That  it  was  a valuable  discovery,  being 
no  less  than  a keystone  wrought  by  a Mark  Master 
Mason;  and,  from  the  situation  in  which  it  was  found, 
would  undoubtedly  lead  to  many  other  important  dis- 
coveries ; and  they  then  inquired  of  us  if  we  were  will- 
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ing  on  the  morrow  to  descend372  the  arch  in  search  of. 
treasure. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Although  it  might  be  attended  with  dif- 
ficulties and  dangers,  yet  we  were  willing  to  descend  at 
the  hazard  of  our  lives,  to  promote  this  great  and  glori- 
ous work. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — We  again  repaired  to  the  arch,  and  after 
removing  several  stones  to  widen  the  aperture,  mv  com- 
panions placed  a cable-tow  seven  times  about  my  body, 
with  the  rope  in  each  hand,  and  it  was  agreed  should 
the  place  prove  offensive,  either  to  health  or  sight,  I 
would  shake  that  in  my  right  hand,  as  a signal  for  as- 
cending, but  should  I wish  to  descend  still  further,  that 
in  my  left.  In  this  manner  I descended  the  arch,  and 
after  making  strict  search  found  three  squares.  The 
place  then  becoming  offensive  from  the  moisture  of  the 
long-confined  air,  I gave  the  agreed  signal,  and  as- 
cended. We  again  repaired  to  the  Grand  Council  and 
presented  them  for  inspection. 

Examiner — What  was  their  opinion  of  the  squares? 

Candidate — That  it  was  a very  valuable  discovery  in- 
deed, being  no  less  than  the  jewels  of  our  three  ancient 
Grand  Master ; Solomon,  King  of  Israel ; Hiram,  King 
of  Tyre,  and  Hiram  Abiff;  and  from  the  situation  in 
which  they  were  found  they  would  undoubtedly  lead  to 
still  further  and  more  important  discoveries;  and  they 

Note  372.— “At  the  clearing  of  the  foundations  when  Julian  the 
Apostate  set  himself  to  rebuild  the  temple,  a stone  was  taken  up 
that  covered  the  mouth  of  a deep  cave,  cut  out  of  the  rock  in  a 
cubical  form,  into  which  one  of  the  laborers  was  lowered  by  a rope 
fastened  around  his  middle.  He  found  it  full  of  water  a foot 
deep,  . and  in  the  center  an  altar,  reaching  above  the  surface  of 
the  water,  on  which  lay  the  roll  of  a book,  warpped  in  a fine 
linen  cloth.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  Subject  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
page  371. 
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then  inquired  of  us  if  we  were  willing  to  again  descend 
the  arch  in  search  of  further  treasure. 

Examiner — Your  answer? 

Candidate — Although  it  was  attended  with  great 
difficulties  and  dangers,  yet  we  were  willing  to  descend, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives,  to  promote  the  great 
and  glorious  work. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — We  again  repaired  to  the  arch,  and  I de- 
scended as  before.  The  sun  then  being  at  its  meridian 
height,  darted  its  rays  with  refulgent  splendor  through 
the  aperture  into  the  innermost  recesses  of  the  arch,  so 
that  I was  enabled  to  discover  in  the  extremest  part 
thereof  a white  Masonic  stone,  and  on  it  a curiously- 
wrought  box,  overlaid  with  gold,  and  having  on  its  top 
and  sides  several  mysterious  characters.  Availing  my- 
self of  this  treasure  J gave  the  signal,  as  before,  and  on 
ascending,  the  vertical  sun,  darting  his  rays  fully  in 
my  face,  I found  my  hands  involuntarily  placed  in  this 
position  [makes  Royal  Arch  due-guard,  see  page 
551],  to  protect  my  eyes  from  its  intense  light  and 
heat.  We  again  repaired  to  the  Grand  Council  and 
presented  it  for  inspection. 

Examiner — What  was  their  opinion  of  the  box? 

Candidate — The  Grand  Council  were  equally  igno- 
rant as  ourselves  as  to  the  box  and  the  several  mysteri- 
ous characters  on  its  top  and  sides,  and  they  opened 
it  in  order  to  see  what  it  contained. 

Examiner — What  were  its  contents? 

Candidate — A pot,  a rod,  and  a book. 

Examiner — What  did  the  Grand  Council  find  written 
in  the  book? 

Candidate — In  the  beginning  God  created  [etc.,  same 
as  on  page  543], 
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Examiner — What  did  the  Grand  Council  then  sa^ 
you  ? 

Candidate — That  this  was  a most  valuable  acquisi- 
tion indeed;  infinitely  more  so  than  all  which  had  pre- 
ceded it,  being  no  less  than  the  imitation  of  the  Ark  of 
the  Covenant. 

Examiner — What  was  their  opinion  of  the  pot? 

Candidate — That  it  was  the  imitation  of  the  Pot  of 
Manna  which  Moses  by  divine  command  laid  up  in  the 
side  of  the  ark  of  the  covenant  as  a memorial  of  the 
miraculous  manner  in  which  the  Children  of  Israel 
were  supplied  with  that  article  of  food  for  forty  years 
in  the  wilderness. 

Examiner — -What  was  their  opinion  of  the  rod  ? 

Candidate — That  it  was  the  imitation  of  Aaron’s 
Rod,  which  budded,  blossomed  and  brought  forth  fruit 
in  a day,  and  which  Moses  also  by  divine  command  laid 
up  in  the  side  of  the  ark,  as  a testimony  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Levites  to  the  priesthood. 

Examiner — What  was  their  opinion  of  the  book? 

Candidate — That  is  was  the  true  copy  of  the  Book  of 
the  Law,  long  lost,  now  found.  Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

Examiner — What  was  also  written  in  the  book  of  the 
law  ? 

Candidate — “And  God  spake  unto  Moses  and  said  un- 
to him,  I am  the  Lord;  and  I appeared  unto  Abraham, 
unto  Isaac,  and  unto  Jacob,  by  the  name  of  God  Al- 
mighty ; but  'by  my  name  Jehovaf  was  I not  known 
them.  (Ex.  vi.  2-3.)” — Sick  els*  s Monitor , Part  2,  p.  69. 

Examiner — What  was  found  in  the  book  of  the  law? 

Candidate — A key  to  the  mysterious  characters  on 
the  top  and  sides  of  the  ark. 

Examiner — On  applying  the  key  what  w~as  there  on 
the  three  of  its  sides? 
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Candidate — The  names  of  our  three  Grand  Masters: 
Solomon,  King  of  Israel;  Hiram,  King  of  Tyre,  and 
Hiram  Abiff. 

Examiner — What  were  those  on  the  fourth  side  found 
to  be? 

Candidate — The  time  when  it  was  deposited. 

Examiner — When  was  it  deposited? 

Candidate — In  the  year  three  thousand. 

Examiner — By  whom? 

Candidate — By  our  three  ancient  Grand  Masters. 

Examiner — For  what  purpose? 

Candidate — For  the  good  of  Masonry  generally,  but 
the  Jewish  nation  in  particular. 

Examiner — What  were  those  on  the  top  found  to  be? 

Candidate — The  name  of  Deity,  or  the  grand  omnific 
Royal  Arch  word. 

Examiner — What  followed  ? 

Candidate — The  Grand  Council,  in  fulfillment  of  their 
pledge  that  our  valuable  labors  should  be  rewarded,  de- 
scended from  their  thrones,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Captain  of  the  Host,  Principal  Sojourner  and  Royal 
Arch  Captain,  invested  us  with  those  valuable  secrets 
in  due  form. 

Examiner — What  is  that  due  form? 

Candidate — In  the  presence  of  three  regular  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  myself  included,  we  first  agreeing  by 
three  times  three,  under  a living  arch,  and  over  a tri- 
angle, and  then  in  a low  breath,  announced  the  great 
and  sacred  name  in  a reverential  manner. 

Examiner — Have  you  any  signs  belonging  to  this  de- 
gree ? 

Candidate — I have,  several. 

Examiner — Give  me  a sign.  [Candidate  gives  duo- 
guard,  same  a»  on  page  551.] 
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Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has,  to  the  position  in  which  I found 
my  hands  involuntarily  placed373  on  ascending  the  arch, 
to  protect  my  eyes  from  the  intense  light  and  heat  of 
the  vertical  sun. 

Examiner — Give  me  another  sign.  [Candidate  gives 
Royal  Arch  sign,  same  as  on  page  551.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  sign  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Examiner — Has  that  an  allusion? 

Candidate — It  has,  to  the  penalty374  of  my  obligation. 

[Skull  smote  off.  See  page  513.] 

Examiner — Give  me  another  sign.  [Candidate  gives 
grand  hailing  sign  in  two  positions,  same  as  on  page 
552.] 

Examiner — What  is  that  called? 

Candidate — The  grand  hailing  sign,  or  sign  of  dis- 
tress375 of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

Examiner — How  did  it  originate? 

Candidate — When  one  of  the  brethren  was  at  work 

Note  373. — “Scarcely  had  our  first  parents  transgressed,  conscious 
of  their  crime,  and  filled  with  shame  and  horror,  they  endeavored 
to  hide  themselves  from  the  presence  of  that  Being  in  whom  be- 
fore had  been  their  chief  delight;  but  hearing  the  summons  of 
His  awful  voice,  and  unable  to  bear  the  splendor  of  His  appearance, 
in  an  humble  bending  position  they  approached  with  awe  and  palpi- 
tation of  heart,  their  right  hand  [extended]  for  support,  and  their 
left  [raised]  as  a shield  against  the  radiant  glory,  and  hence  arose 
the  reverential  sign,  or  sign  of  salute.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  Sub- 
ject Royal  Arch  Degree,  page  383. 

Note  374. — “The  first  parents  of  mankind,  formed  in  the  ut- 
most perfection,  both  of  body  and  mind,  seated  in  a paradise  of 
pleasure,  bounteously  supplied  with  means  for  the  gratification 
of  every  appetite,  and  at  full  liberty  for  enjoyment  to  the  end 
of  time  itself,  with  only  one  prohibition  whereon  should  depend 
their  immortality,  soon  became  disobedient,  and  thereby  ob- 
noxious to  sin,  misery  and  death.  To  preserve  us  from  which, 
and  as  a memento  to  guard  us  from  like  error,  the  penal  sign 
was  adopted.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  Subject  Royal  Arch  Degree, 
page  383. 

Note  375. — “They  became  more  fully  sensible  of  their  crime, 
and  with  true  contrition  of  heart,  . they  [with  uplifted  hands] 
implored  forgiveness;  and  hence  arose  penitenial  or  supplica- 
tory sign,  or  sign  of  sorrow.  ’’-^-Pierson’s  Traditions,  Subject 
Royal  Arch  Degree,  page  384. 
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in  the  arch,  a stone  becoming  detached  fell  and  struck 
him  on  the  back.  He  immediately  raised  himself  and 
placed  his  hands  in  this  position  [See  cut,  first  position, 
page  552],  to  protect  bis  head  from  any  others  that 
might  fall.  The  pain376  becoming  intense,  he  placed  his 
hands  in  this  position,  at  the  same  time  turning  to  the 
right,  in  this  manner.  [Gives  second  position  of  sign.] 

Examiner — How  were  you  then  disposed  of? 

Candidate — We  were  ordered  to  be  reconducted  to  the 
place  from  whence  we  came,  to  be  reinvested  of  what 
we  had  been  divested,  and  return  to  the  chapter  for 
further  instruction. 

Examiner — On  returning  to  the  chapter,  with  what 
were  you  presented  ? 

Candidate — The  working  tools  and  principal  em- 
blems377 of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 


Note  376. — “Seized  with  weariness  and  pain,  the  sure  effects 
of  constant  toil  and  labor,  they  were  forced  to  lay  their  right 

and  their  left  and  thus 

arose  the  monitorial  sign,  or  sign  of  admonition.’’ — Pierson’s 
Traditions,  Subject  Royal  Arch  Degree,  page  384. 

Note  377.— “THE  ROYAL  ARCH  EMBLEM.  The  emblem  of  Royal 
Arch  Masonry  is  the  triple  tau,  which  is  a figure  of  three  tau- 
crosses,  conjoined  after  following  form: 

£>  “The  signification  of  this  emblem  has  been  variously 
interpreted.  Some  have  supposed  it  to  be  the  initials 
@ H.  T.,  which  may  stand  for  Hiram  of  Tyre,  or  for 
_J|  Templum  Hierosolymoe,  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem; 
and  others,  that  it  was  intended  to  typify  the  sacred 

name  of  God.  The  following  explanation  is  offered  as  the  most 
probable  one  of  true  meaning  of  this  important  emblem. 

“The  tau-cross,  T,  so  called  from  its  resemblance  to  the  Greek  let- 
ter tau,  was  among  the  ancients  the  hieroglyphic  of  eternal  life. 
Among  the  Brahmins  it  was  marked  upon  the  bodies  of  candidates 
as  a sign  that  they  were  set  apart  for  initiation.  It  was  also  famil- 
iarly known  to  the  Hebrews,  and  is  thus  alluded  to  in  the  vision  of 
Ezekiel  (ix.  4):  ‘Go  through  the  midst  of  the  city  and  set  a tau 

upon  the  foreheads  of  the  men  that  sigh,  and  that  cry  for  all  the 
abominations  that  be  done  in  the  midst  thereof.’  And  this  mark, 
or  tau,  was  intended  to  distinguish  those  upon  whom  it  was  placed, 
as  persons  to  be  saved  on  account  of  their  sorrow  for  sin,  from 
those  who  as  idolaters  were  to  be  slain.  The  tau  was  therefore 
a symbol  of  those  who  were  consecrated  or  set  apart  for  some  holy 
purpose.  The  triple  tau  may.  wi+h  the  same  symbolic  allusion,  be 
supposed  to  be  used  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  as  designating  and 
separating  those  who  have  been  taught  the  true  name  of  God  from 
those  who  are  ignorant  of  that  august  mystery.’’— Mackey’s  Ritual- 
ist, paee  346. 
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Examiner — What  are  the  working  tools  of  a Royal 
Arch  Mason? 


ROYAL  ARCH  WORKING  TOOLS. 

Candidate — “The  working  tools  of  a Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son are  the  Crow , Pick  axe , and  Spade.  The  Crow  is 

used  by  operative  masons  to 
raise  things  of  great  weight 
and  bulk;  the  Pick-axe  to 
loosen  the  soil  and  prepare 
it  for  digging ; and  the 
Spade  to  remove  rubbish. 
But  the  Royal  Arch  Mason  is  emblematically  taught  to 
use  them  for  more  noble  purposes.  By  them  he  is  re- 
minded that  it  is  his  sacred  duty  to  lift  from  his  mind 
the  heavy  weight  of  passions  and  prejudices  which 
encumber  his  progress  toward  virtue,  loosening  the  hold 
which  long  habits  of  sin  and  folly  have  had  upon  his 
disposition,  and  removing  the  rubbish  of  vice  and  ignor- 
ance, which  prevents  him  from  beholding  that  eternal 
foundation  of  truth  and  wisdom  upon  which  he  is  to 
erect  the  spiritual  and  moral  temple  of  his  second  life.” 
- — Mackey's  Ritualist , page  379. 

The  working  tools,  in  addition  to  the  Crow,  Pick-axe 
and  Spade,  are  the  Square  and  Compass,  which  are  pre- 
sented to  our  view  in  every  degree  of  Masonry  through 
which  we  have  passed. 

Examiner — What  does  the  square  teach  us  as  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  ? 

Candidate — That  God  has  made  all  things  square, 
upright  and  perfect. 

Examiner — What  is  the  use  of  the  compass? 

Candidate — “The  compass  is  an  instrument  used  by 
operative  masons  to  describe  circles,  every  part  of  which 
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is  equally  distant  from  the  center.” — Sick  els1 s Monitor, 
Part  2,  page  72 . 

Examiner — Of  what  is  the  circle  therefore  a striking 
emblem  ? 

Candidate — “Of  the  relation  in  which  the  creature 
stands  to  his  Creator.  As  every  part  of  the  circum- 
ference of  a circle  is  equally  near  and  equally  distant 
from  its  center,  so  is  every  creature  whom  God  has  made 
to  Him  equally  near  and  equally  distant.” — Sick  els’ s 
Monitor , Part  2,  page  72. 

Examiner — Of  what  is  the  equilateral,  or  perfect  tri- 
angle, on  which  the  word378  was  founded,  emblematical? 

Candidate — The  three  essential  attributes  of  Deity, 
viz. : Omnipresence,  Omniscience,  and  Omnipotence ; 

and  as  the  three  equal  sides,  or  equal  angles,  form  but 
one  triangle,  so  these  three  equal  attributes  constitufe 
but  one  God,379  whose  sacred  name  in  three  languages380 
is  the  grand  omnific  word. 

Examiner — What  followed? 

Candidate — An  explanation  of  the  Breastplate  worn 
by  the  High  Triest.  [See  page  556.] 

Note  378.— “The  true  Logos,  or  Word  of  a Mason,  Is  to  be  found 
In  the  concealed  and  profound  meaning  of  the  Ineffable  Name  com- 
municated by  God  to  Moses,  the  name  that  implies  the  self-suL 
ficient  power  of  the  Omnipotent.” — Pierson’s  Traditions,  page  37& 

Note  379. — “The  system  of  Masonry,  as  in  its  original  inception, 
still  claims  to  be  a system  of  religion,  in  which  all  men  can  unite, 
and  the  Book  of  the  Law  furnishes  the  key  to  its  mysteries;  for 
without  it  many  matters  purely  Masonic  would  remain  an  impene- 
trable mystery;  and  Masonry  in  turn  helps  to  solve  many  of  its 
mysterious  passages.’’ — Pierson’s  Traditions,  Subject  Royal  Arch 
Degree,  page  372. 

Note  380. — “I  have  made  these  remarks  on  the  three  names  if 
God  in  Syriac,  Chaldaic  and  Egyptian,  Jah,  Bel,  and  On  [Jah-bel-on 
or  Jah-buh-lun],  in  the  expectation  that  my  Royal  Arch  companions 
will  readily  recognize  them  in  a corrupted  form,  and  thus  be  enabled 
to  understand  a mystery,  whigh,  I confess,  was  to  me,  at  first,  un- 
intelligible.”—Mackey’s  Lexicon,  Art,  Jehovah. 
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Examiner— Were  any  other  explanations  belonging 
to  this  degree  presented  to  you? 

Candidate — There  were,  several. 

Examiner — What  are  they? 

Candidate — The  Eoyal  Arch  Banner,  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant,  and  the  Cubical  Stone,  or  Masonic  Stone  of 
Foundation.381 

Examiner — What  is  the  motto  of  Eoyal  Arch  Ma- 
sonry ? 

Candidate — Holiness  to  the  Lord. 

Examiner - — You  informed  me  that  you  were  invested 
with  certain  valuable  secrets,  and  have  also  explained  to 
me  the  due  form  in  which  you  received  them.  Give  me 
the  grand  omnific,  or  Eoyal  Arch  word. 

Candidate — I will  with  the  assistance  of  yourself  and 
another  companion. 

Examiner — Give  it.  [The  grand  omnific  word  is 
given  by  the  three,  as  explained  page  501.] 

[For  the  manner  of  closing  on  this  degree  see  pages 
568-9.] 

Note  381. — “The  student,  In  his  progress  through  the  degrees, 
will  find  repeated  references  to  this  ‘Masonic  stone  of  foundation, 
which  supported  the  Ineffable  Name,  with,  or  without  the  ark,  and 
which  may  be  considered,  in  whatsoever  light  we  may  choose  to 
view  the  traditions,  whether  as  fabulous  or  authentic,  as  really 
symbolizing  Divine  Truth,  which  must  alone  direct  and  sustain  us 
In  our  search  after  God,  whom  Freemasons  term  the  Great  Archi- 
tect of  the  Universe.” — Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  394. 
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ANALYSIS  “HOLY  ROYAL  ARCH”  DEGREE. 

Coalition  of  Popery  and  Masonry— Strange  Origin  of  “Royal  ArciV' 

A Stereotyped  “Villainous  Lie” — Masonry  Joins  all  Parties  t« 

Control  all — Divorce  and  Destruction  of  the  Lodge  Assured. 

ITS  ORIGIN. 

To  understand  this  degree  some  brief  glances  at  facts 
in  history  are  necessary.  In  1517,  Luther  had  forced 
on  the  nations  of  Europe  the  question  of  salvation  by 
ceremonies  or  salvation  by  Christ,  an  issue  eternal  in 
its  consequences,  and  which  has  been  agitated  from  the 
ceremonies  instituted  by  Cain  to  this  hour.  Its  agita- 
tion in  France  had  culminated  in  the  massacre  of  Saint 
Bartholomew,  August  23  and  24,  1572,  in  which  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand  Protestants  were  treacher- 
ously and  in  cold  blood  assassinated  by  Papists,  in  the 
city  of  Paris  and  throughout  France.  The  English 
people,  prepared  by  the  labors  of  Wickliffe  a century 
and  a half  before,  generally  received  Luther’s  doctrine 
of  salvation  by  faith  in  Christ;  but  Popery  had  seized 
on  the  throne  and  measurably  corrupted  the  priesthood, 
so  that  England  was  in  a balance  which  continued 
wavering  between  the  two  religions.  In  1605,  under 
James  I.,  who  the  Roman  Catholics  hoped  would  restore 
their  religion,  five  or  six  otherwise  respected  and  popu- 
lar Englishmen,  enraged  at  James,  and  believing  that 
it  was  lawful  to  kill  heretics,  undertook  to  blow  up  the 
King,  Lords  and  Commons  with  gunpowder.  They 
would  have  succeeded  but  for  the  scruples  they  had 
about  killing  a few  Roman  Catholics  along  with  the 
head  men  of  the  kingdom.  Two  Jesuit  priests,  Tes- 
mond  (or  Texmund)  and  Garnet,  were  cognizant  of  the 
intended  national  assassination,  but  were  under  the 
oath  of  the  confessional.  The  ferment  caused  by  the 
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memory  of  Saint  Bartholomew  and  the  Gunpowder 
Plot,  with  the  despotic  doctrines  and  ideas  which  pro- 
duced them,  did  not  die  out,  but  drove  out  the  Stuarts 
and  produced  Cromwell’s  “Commonwealth”  (A.  D. 
1649-60.) 

This  was  fifty  or  sixty  years  before  the  Apple-tree 
tavern  Grand  Lodge  had  centralized  and  governed  the 
craft.  But  the  local  lodges  of  working  masons,  cor- 
rupted by  their  secrecy,  oaths,  idleness  and  drink,  nat- 
urally supported  despotic  government  and  the  Stuarts, 
who  are  justly  described  by  a strong  and  nervous  writer, 
as  “selfish  beyond  the  semblance 1 of  benevolence,  and 
voluptuous  without  the  decency  of  shame.”  The  lodges 
scattered  over  England  were,  at  this  early  date,  accus- 
tomed to  “accept”  as  Masons  members  of  the  nobility, 
for  the  most  part  profligate  lords,  for  the  influence  of 
their  position  in  society;  and  these  honorary  members 
inclined  the  lodges  to  favor  monarchy,  and  against  the 
commonwealth.  The  part  which  Masonry  played  in 
favor  of  Popery,  despotism  and  the  Stuarts,  is  thus  given 
by  Emanuel  Rebold  in  his  Genefal  History  of  Free- 
masonry in  Europe,  dedicated,  by  name,  to  the  princi- 
pal lodges,  grand  and  local,  on  the  continent  of  Europe; 
translated  and  published  by  J.  Fletcher  Brennan,  Cin- 
cinnati, 0.,  1868.  This  writer  says: 

“After  the  death  of  Charles  I.,  in  1649,  the  Masonic 
corporations  of  England,  and  more  particularly  those 
of  Scotland,  labored  in  secret  for  the  re-establishment 
of  the  throne  destroyed  by  Cromwell;  and  for  this  pur- 
pose they  instituted  many  degrees  hitherto  unknown.” 
And  Rebold  goes  on  to  say  that  “Charles  II.,  who,  dur- 
ing his  exile,  was  received  as  an  accepted  Mason  by 
their  election,  * * * gave  to  Masonry  the  title  of  the 
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Royal  Art,  because  it  was  mainly  by  its  instrumentality 
that  lie  was  raised  to  the  throne,  and  monarchy  restored 
to  England.” — Rebo'ld,  p.  55. 

This  same  Masonic  writer  tells  us,  in  his  learned  his- 
tory of  the  lodge,  that  “The  desire  to  restore  the  family 
of  the  Stuarts  to  the  throne  of  England,  and  thus  to 
favor  the  interests  of  Roman  Catholicism,  suggested 
to  the  partisans  of  that  family  the  idea  of  forming  se- 
cret associations  by  which  to  carry  out  their  plans;  and 
it  was  with  this  object  that  they  obtained  entrance  into 
the  Masonic  lodges  on  the  Continent.  They  com- 
menced in  France:”  and  Pierson  (Traditions,  320-5) 
tells  us  that  the  first  degree  he  ever  heard  of  named 
Royal  Arch,  was  brought  over  by  one  Ramsey,  called 
Chevalier,  Baron,  and  Doctor,  a Scotchman  by  birth, 
converted  to  Rome  by  Fenelon,  and  made  tutor  to  the 
Pretender,  son  of  James  II. 

Charles  II.,  by  oath  of  office  a Protestant,  died  a Pa- 
pist. Huddlesworth,  a Popish  priest,  was  smuggled  into 
the  dying  king’s  chamber,  through  a back  stairway  by 
which  that  profligate  monarch  was  wont  to  receive 
his  courtesans,  received  his  last  confession,  and  gave 
him  the  communion,  after  he  had  made  provision  for 
his  favorite  concubine.  His  brother,  James  II.,  “The 
simpleton  who  lost  three  kingdoms  for  a mass,”  cast  off 
all  disguise;  professed  Popery  openly;  and,  failing  in 
his  attempt  to  revolutionize  the  church  and  state,  both 
which,  he  had  sworn  to  maintain  as  they  were,  threw 
his  sceptre  into  the  Thames,  abdicated  his  throne,  left 
the  country,  and  died  abroad.  His  son,  the  Pretender, 
aided  bv  Papists,  openly  abroad  and  secretly  at  home, 
kept  alive  the  claim  of  the  Stuarts  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land through  the  reigns  of  several  monarchs  intc  that 
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of  George  II.  Pierson,  in  his  Traditions  of  Masonry , 
above  cited,  tells  us  that  the  tutor  of  this  Pretender  first 
brought  a degree  called  “Royal  Arch”  from  France  into 
England,  to  organize  by  the  help  of  Masonry  a secret 
rebellion  for  the  establishment  of  Popery  and  despotic 
power.  Ramsey’s  politics  failed.  His  Masonry  sur- 
vived. 

An  Irishman  named  Dermott,  whose  religion,  if  he 
had  any,  is  not  mentioned,  who  headed  the  York  wing 
of  the  split  from  the  London  Grand  Lodge,  adopted  and 
altered  Ramsey’s  Royal  Arch  degree  and  called  it  the 
“Holy  Royal  Arch.”  It  became  popular,  and  aided  in 
healing  the  schism  of  seventy  years  between  the  Lon- 
don and  York  lodges,  under  the  Duke  of  Sussex  as 
Grand  Master,  in  1813.  But  the  Royal  Arch  degree 
was  not  formally  recognized  by  the  London  Grand 
Lodge  till  1770.  It  was  then  adopted  through  the 
efforts  of  Thomas  Dunckerly,  Grand  Master,  aided  by 
the  Duke  of  Clarence,  brother  of  the  king.  Dunckerly 
was  an  illegitimate  son  of  George  II. 

Such  is  the  singular  origin  and  history  of  this  “Holy 
Royal  Arch”  degree.  Invented  by  Papists  in  France, 
it  was  brought  over  by  a Scotch  traitor  and  convert  to 
Rome,  long  resident  in  France,  tutor  to  the  Pretender, 
and  partisan  of  the  Stuarts.  It  was  adopted  and  altered 
by  an  Irish  clandestine,  or  schismatic  Mason,  and  legit- 
imated, in  its  present  form,  by  the  bastard  son  of  a 
King. 

Whoever  will  read  carefully  Rebold’s  History,  pp. 
105-212,  and  314;  also  Piersons  Traditions,  pp.  320- 
325,  will  see  these  astonishing  facts  verified  by  the  best 
Masonic  authorities. 


MEANING  OF  TERMS — “HOLY,”  “ROYAL,”  ETC.  597 
NAME  OF  THE  DECREE. 

The  name  “Holy  Royal  Arch”  coincides  with  and 
confirms  its  history  taken  from  Masonic  authorities. 

The  adjective  “Holy,”  in  the  title,  has  no  reference  to 
moral  purity  or  goodness;  but  means  a fancied,  artifi- 
cial, scenic  sanctity,  which  ia  official,  not  moral;  as  in 
“The  Holy  Alliance,”  of  crowned  heads,  and  “Holy 
Mother  Church,”  which  was  never  more  “holy”  in  this 
official  sense  than  when  in  1414,  in  the  Council  of  Con- 
stance, the  general  corruption  of  its  priesthood  was 
acknowledged  and  reform  promised;  which  promise  was 
broken  by  the  new  pope  as  soon  as  elected  and  John 
Huss  burned  in  violation  of  plighted  faith. 

The  word  “Royal,”  in  the  name,  means  pertaining  to 
kings;  from  the  French  Roi  (king).  It  was  called 
“Royal”  or  king’s  degree,  because  invented  to  overthrow 
the  commonwealth  and  restore  monarchy  and  the 
Stuarts  in  England.  See  proof  cited  above. 

The  term  “Arch,”  comes  from  the  arch  which  the 
three  candidates  pretend  to  find  under  the  ruins  of  the 
first  temple,  in  the  drama  or  play  of  the  degree.  In 
symbol,  it  represented  a monarchist’s  idea  of  a state,  in 
which  the  people  are  constructed  into  an  arch  consist- 
ing of  orders  of  commons  and  nobility  resting  one  on 
another,  with  a king  for  the  keystone  at  the  top.  The 
lost  keystone  found,  was  monarchy  restored;  and  the 
symbol  of  Christ,  as  “the  stone  which  the  builders  re- 
jected,” was  blasphemously  applied  to  a Stuart  restored 
as  “headstone  of  the  corner.”  Well  might  Charles  II. 
call  Masonry  uThe  Royal  Art .” 

This  Masonic  scheme  for  the  restoration  of  monarchy 
succeeded  in  the  restoration  of  Charles  IT.;  but  failed 
to  restore  his  brother  James  II.  and  his  son.  Another 
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bouse  occupied  the  throne;  Protestantism  was  estafc* 
lished  and  lodge  masonry  itself  became  so  unpopular 
by  the  final  fall  of  the  Stuarts,  that  in  1717,  when  the 
Appletree  tavern  lodge  was  formed,  there  were  but  four 
old  decayed  lodges  in  South  England.  By  the  forma- 
tion of  that  London  Grand  Lodge,  Masonry  was  turned 
back  again,  from  a specific  end,  the  overthrow  of  Protes- 
tantism and  just  government  in  England,  to  its  general 
use  and  object,  the  dethronement  of  God  and  the  de- 
struction of  mankind,  by  substituting  ceremonies  ad- 
ministered by  priests  for  salvation  by  faith  in  Christ, 
and  in  God  through  him;  which  substitution  is  the 
vice  of  the  morally  dead  nations  to-day.  Thus  “Holy” 
meant  priestly ; “Royal,”  kingly;  and  “Arch,”  caste; 
and  “Holy  Royal  Arch”  means  the  degree  of  Priest , 
King  and  Caste . 

ITS  PRE-EMINENCE. 

But  what  gives  this  degree  its  terrible  pre-eminence? 
See  how  it  is  exalted  by  the  monitors.  Hear  Sickels : — 

“This  degree  is  indescribably  more  august,  sublime, 
and  important  than  all  which  precede  it;  and  is  the 
summit  and  perfection  of  ancient  Masonry.  f See 
Sickels’s  Monitor , note  320,  p.  50J+  of  this  volume .] 
Mackey  tersely  calls  it,  “This  august  degree.”  [Note 
325,  p.  570.~\  The  explanation  of  the  pre-eminence 
given  to  this  degree  by  the  lodge  writers  cited  (and 
others  which  might  be  cited)  is  this:  It  is  the  first  de- 
gree which  swears  the  candidate  (See  its  oath,  p.  512) 
to  discard  all  law  but  that  of  the  lodge,  by  helping 
Masons,  “right  or  wrong;”  and  to  conceal  their  crimes, 
given  as  secrets,  “without  exception;”  or,  as  formerly 
taken,  “murder  and  treason  not  excepted,”  as  a supple- 
ment to  the  Master’s  oath,  which  excepts  by  name  these 
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two  crimes  from  the  oath  of  concealment.  This  is  sim- 
ply abjuring  all  other  allegiance,  human  or  divine,  that 
the  candidate  may  give  his  fealty,  single  and  undivided, 
to  Satan,  Anti-Christ,  or  the  god  of  the  lodge.  Blue 
lodge  Masonry,  invented  in  England,  had  some  lip- 
loyaltv  to  government  and  some  dram-shop  religion  to- 
ward God.  That  was  as  far  as  unsworn  Englishmen 
could  be  carried.  But  to  overturn  the  “Commonwealth 
of  England”  and  establish  despotism  and  Popery  on 
the  ruins,  required  the  English  oath  of  allegiance  to  be 
unsworn  and  eradicated,  and  the  Royal  Arch  oath,  in- 
vented by  Papists  in  France,  did  it.  And  this  oath,  in- 
vented for  a specific  purpose  in  England,  answered  also 
the  general  one  of  swearing  the  whole  French  nation 
free  from  God  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  where  the  nation 
became  godless,  and  French  Reason  enthroned  in  place 
of  the  Most  High.  Thus,  if,  in  the  vigorous  language 
of  one,  Masonry,  is  “run  by  an  invisible  power,”  that 
power  first  had  free  course,  ran  and  was  glorified  in  this 
Royal  Arch  degree.  The  assurance,  also,  which  the 
sorcerer  gives  the  candidate  to  induce  him  to  take  the 
oath,  that  it  “contains  nothing  which  can  conflict  with 
his  duty  to  his  God,  his*  neighbor  or  himself,”  is  prop- 
erly pronounced,  by  a Royal  Arch  Mason  who  has  left 
them,  “a  villainous  lie !” 

This  oath*  contains,  too,  eleven  distinct  oaths,  or 
specifications,  commencing,  “Furthermore  I promise 
and  swear,”  and  all  closed  with,  “So  help  me  God,”  in 
the  face  Oi  the  Son  of  God,  who  said,  “Swear  not  at  all.” 
Tt  also  ascends  to  the  pinnacle  of  blasphemy  and  im- 
piety, by  setting  an  average  lodge-man  behind  a burn- 
ing bush,  to  personate  the  Infinito  Jehovah.  Tt  also 
travesties  the  Mosaic  miracles,  and  makes  by-play  and 
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balderdash  of  some  of  the  sweetest  promises  and  holiest 
precepts  of  God;  as,  “I  will  bring  the  blind  by  a way 
they  knew  not  f5  and,  “He  that  humbleth  himself  shall 
be  exalted,”  etc. 

This  degree  certainly  “excels  all  that  precede  it,”  but 
its  superiority  is  its  superiority  in  sorcery,  blasphemy 
and  impiety.  It  is  the  first  degree  in  which  mortal  men 
ape  and  personate  their  Maker,  and  swear  to  shield  each 
others  villainies  and  crimes,  “without  exception.” 

But  while  its  individual  demerits  entitle  this  degree 
to  its  bad  pre-eminence  over  all  preceding  degrees,  it  is 
as  the  culmination  and  queen  of  a wicked  system  that 
its  true,  horrible  nature  appears;  a system  of  rebellion 
and  sacrilege,  reaching  round  our  globe  and  running 
back  to  Cain’s  religion  of  self-projected  worship. 

The  whole  hateful  net-work  of  false  religions  have 
the  same  impious  nature  and  the  same  fatal  end.  They 
attempt  to  furnish  substitutes  for  God  and  the  reality 
of  things,  to  turn  history  into  legends,  facts  into  myths, 
and  truth  itself  into  lies.  Their  means  and  motives  are 
also  the  same:  cunning,  curiosity,  superstition,  intimi- 
dation, terror,  and  vague  hopes  of  advantage.  Isis, 
Osiris,  Eleusis  and  the  rest;  the  Masonry  and  Mormon- 
ism  of  all  ages;  the  Purrow  and  Bondoo  of  Africa,  meet- 
ing nightly  in  their  chapparal  lodges;  and,  with  names 
and  titles  changed,  in  Asia  as  well — these  are  the  “High 
Places”  which  Hebrew  prophets  encountered,  and  “The 
unfruitful  works  of  darkness”  which  Christ’s  apostles 
denounced.  On  the  one  side,  they  are  schemes  by  which 
the  few  live  in  luxury  and  lust  on  the  earnings  of  the 
many,  and,  on  the  other,  religions  which  sanction  crime 
and  keep  the  dupes  content.  Ho,  man  can  comprehend 
Freemasonry  without  considering  it  as  a part  of  this 
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poisonous  and  pestilent  winding-sheet  of  nations . 

If  the  reader  has  carefully  analyzed  the  seven  degrees 
now  passed  over,  he  has  seen  a mass  of  superstition,  fri- 
volity, absurdity,  and  falsehood,  such  as  appear  in  the 
spirit-worships  of  all  ages,  blended  with  fearful  craft, 
and  stupendous  hatred  of  God  in  Christ : and  if  he  has 
studied,  in  addition  to  the  analysis  of  the  degree,  the 
historic  sketches  and  monitorial  notes  from  lodge  am 
thorities,  they  have  seemed  to  him,  as  they  seem  to  us, 
to  establish  the  following  inferences  and  conclusions 
concerning  the  one  mighty  system  of  which  Free- 
masonry forms  hut  a subordinate  part. 

We  now  come  to  the  end  of  this  sad,  loathsome,  but 
important  subject.  A large  majority  of  the  Masons 
in  the  United  States  have  taken  only  the  degrees  of 
the  Blue  Lodge.  The  next  larger  number  have  prob- 
ably taken  the  degrees  of  the  Chapter,  while  the  Scot- 
tish Rite  has  the  smallest  number  of  the  three.  There 
are  said  to  be  some  lodges  of  the  Rite  of  Mizraim  in 
this  country,  but  they  must  be  comparatively  few,  if 
they  exist  at  all.  When  we  are  speaking  of  Masonry, 
therefore,  to  an  American,  we  are  in  general,  refer- 
ring to  the  first  seven  degrees  which  are  found  in 
this  exposition.  Next  to  these  in  popularity  are  the 
degrees  of  Knighthood,  so-called,  which  are  looked 
upon  as  an  excresence  in  the  body  of  Masonry,  and 
are  not  by  many  Masons  considered  to  be  properly 
called  Masonry  at  all.  One  who  knows  Blue  Lodge 
and  Chapter  Masonry  and  the  Scottish  Rite,  there- 
fore knows  Masonry,  as  it  is  generally  received  and 
practised  in  the  United  States.  What  do  we  find  this 
system  to  be?  First,  a system  based  upon  and  con- 
stantly occupied  with  falsehoods.  The  whole  ritual 
is  a lie.  Solomon  was  not  a Free  Mason ; he  could  not 
have  been,  even  if  he  desired,  for  the  institution  did 
not  exist  in  his  time.  There  was  no  lodge  of  Free 
Masons  meeting  on  the  ground  floor  or  in  the  middle 
temple  or  in  the  sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  first  tem- 
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pie.  Hiram  Abiff  was  not  killed  by  three  ruffians  who 
demanded  of  him  the  Master’s  word.  The  ceremonies 
of  the  Mark  Master’s  degree  were  not  performed  by 
the  operatives  of  the  first  temple  when  they  were  re- 
ceiving their  pay.  The  Past  Master’s  degree,  the  Most 
Excellent  Master’s  degree,  the  degree  of  the  Holy 
Royal  Arch,  like  the  degrees  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
Masonry,  are  not  yet  two  hundred  years  old,  though 
they  may  be,  if  God’s  vengeance  should  be  withheld, 
and  their  blasphemies  be  continued.  The  degrees  of 
the  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  their  present  form  are 
decidedly  later  than  the  degrees  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
but  all  the  pretenses  and  all  the  legends  on  which  these 
two  Masonic  bodies  and  the  Scottish  Rite  are  founded 
are  simply  falsehoods  repeated  over  and  over  again 
in  the  ears  of  ignorant  men  and  believed  by  those  who 
do  not  in  some  way  secure  information  which  leads 
them  to  know  the  untruthfulness  of  the  frauds  which 
have  been  imposed  upon  them. 

In  the  second  place,  the  reader  has  observed  that  all 
these  degrees  are  religious  in  character.  Men  are 
being  continually  “placed  in  due  form  £or  devotions,” 
and  are  being  taught  to  mouth  prayers  which  are 
purely  empty  and  hypocritical.  They  are  not  taught 
that  they  must  repent  of  their  sins,  confess  them  and 
put  them  away;  they  are  lead  to  suppose  that  they 
can  approach  God  with  petitions  without  any  of  the 
preceding  events  which  the  Word  of  God  declares  to 
be  essential.  Scriptures  are  all  the  time  being  read, 
Christless  prayers  are  all  the  time  being  offered,  and 
as  often  as  occasion  requires,  Godless  and  reprobate 
men  are  being  assured  of  life  eternal  by  means  of 
the  lodge. 

All  men  who  read  this  exposition  should  dwell  long 
upon  this  fact.  It  is  an  explanation  of  the  almost  uni- 
versal prevalence  of  infidelity  in  our  time ; it  is  an  ex- 
planation of  the  emptiness  of  prayer  meetings  and  the 
emptiness  of  churches  on  the  Sabbath  Day.  Men  who 
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practise  lodge  religion  do  not  care  for  the  Christian 
faith.  They  never  have ; they  never  will ; they  never 
can. 

In  the  third  place,  the  reader  will  observe  that 
here,  as  always,  there  is  a culmination  of  evil.  The 
Order  began  by  ignoring  Christ ; it  ends  by  excluding 
Him.  At  first  it  simply  requires  the  deistic  confession 
of  faith,  and  Christless  prayers  and  ceremonies  which 
are  provided  for  the  candidate.  As  he  goes  forward 
and  becomes  more  thoroughly  subjected  to  the  sorcery 
of  the  lodge,  he  comes  into  a place  where  he  can  find 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  stricken  out  of  the  very 
Bible  which  He  has  given  to  man,  and  in  many  in- 
stances not  even  notice  it. 

I have  myself  talked  with  a man  who  was  organiz- 
ing lodges,  which  had  opening  and  closing  prayers, 
neither  of  which  made  any  mention  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  found  that  this  man,  a bright,  capable 
man,  did  not  know  that  the  prayers  were  of  that  de- 
scription until  I called  his  attention  to  them ; and  I 
have  known  a minister,  occupying  the  pulpit,  who  was 
a Royal  Arch  and  Knight  Templar  Free  Mason,  who 
did  not  know  that  Royal  Arch  Masonry  strikes  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  out  of  His  Bible  until  I showed 
it  to  him,  in  his  lodge  book.  But  he  agreed  if  I would 
do  so,  he  would  abandon  the  Order,  but  when  I gave 
him  the  book  and  he  saw  it  to  be  true,  with  his  own 
eyes,  he  broke  his  word  and  adhered  to  his  lodge. 

The  fourth  fact  which  all  readers  of  this  exposition 
should  carefully  note  is  this:  From  these  seven  de- 
grees half  the  human  race  is  excluded  at  the  first  blow. 
No  woman  can  be  a Mason.  Three-fourths  of  the  re- 
maining half  are  excluded  by  provisions  which  shut 
out  the  young,  the  old,  the  crippled,  the  maimed  and 
the  very  poor.  Yet  an  organization  constructed  on 
this  narrow,  selfish,  godless  plan  arrogate  to  them- 
selves the  term  universal,  and  persons  who  object  to  it, 
are  called  narrow,  bigoted,  etc.,  etc.  The  principle 
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upon  which  this  exclusion  is  made  is  of  course  purely 
arbitrary.  Men  and  women  are  not  excluded  from  the 
lodges  because  they  are  ignorant  or  because  they  are 
wicked.  They  are  excluded  because  they  are  women, 
or  because  they  are  old,  or  because  they  are  young,  or 
because  they  are  poor,  or  because  they  are  blind,  or 
maimed.  No  man  has  learned  even  a very  little  about 
the  Christian  system  who  does  not  see  at  a glance 
that  such  an  organization  is  not  Christian  in  its  very 
constitution.  Every  thoughtful  reader  of  this  expo- 
sition will  remember  that  the  women  and  the  children 
who  cannot  become  members  of  the  lodge  or  the  chap- 
ter, will  contribute  to  their  support  and  will  suffer  in 
their  work.  The  wife  will  labor,  economize  and  even 
suffer,  that  her  husband  may  have  money  enough  to 
pay  initiation  fees,  dues,  taxes  and  funds  for  special 
lodge  occasions.  Children  who  have  a right  to  the 
care  and  companionship  of  their  fathers,  will  be  de- 
prived of  them;  and  while  wives  and  children  will 
thus  suffer,  lodge  masters  will  stand  before  candidates, 
saying  to  them  that  the  lodge  obligations  will  not  in- 
terfere with  any  of  the  duties  which  they  owe  to  them- 
selves or  their  families.  There  are  tens  of  thousands 
of  broken  hearted  wives  in  our  country  today  who 
know  that  this  statement  is  a lie. 

And  finally  the  reader  will  note  that  the  constant 
effect  of  such  a thing  as  Free  Masonry  on  the  Chris- 
tian Church  must  be  to  rival  and  destroy  it.  Just  as  a 
store  planted  in  a town  where  there  is  already  a store, 
divides  the  custom  and  lessens  the  profits  of  the  first 
merchant,  so  a false  religion  planted  alongside  of  the 
churches  of  the  true  faith  will  invariably  injure,  even 
if  it  does  not  destroy  them.  That  this  statement  is 
true,  there  are  thousands  of  broken-hearted  ministers 
and  weak,  frail  churches  in  our  country  to  prove. 
Men  sometimes  say  that  these  people  who  belong  to 
the  lodges  would  not  join  the  churches  anyway,  so 
that  the  churches  do  not  lose.  Of  course  no  man  can 
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know  that  this  statement  is  true,  and  there  are  ample 
proofs  that  it  is  false.  Ministers  and  members  who 
have  been  earnest  and  acceptable  members  of  churches 
have  been  crippled  in  their  religious  life  and  drawn 
away  from  their  church  work  when  they  have  become 
members  of  these  organizations.  Others  who  have 
refused  to  be  and  have  maintained  their  Christian 
relations  have  found  it  necessary  in  order  to  do  so  to 
sacrifice  their  lodge  relations.  Almost  every  meeting 
which  I hold  some  man  says:  “I  was  compelled,  in 
order  to  remain  a Christian,  to  cease  to  be  a member 
of  the  lodge.  ” It  is  also  true  that  the  lodge  which  tends 
to  destroy  the  home  and  tends  to  destroy  the  church 
also  tends  to  destroy  civil  government.  No  careful 
reader  of  the  oaths  which  are  printed  in  this  book 
will  be  able  to  reconcile  them  with  loyalty  to  the  home 
or  to  the  Church  or  to  the  Nation.  If  this  be  true, 
and  that  it  is  true  even  the  careless  reader,  if  he  thinks 
at  all,  knows,  what  then  ought  a man  to  do?  Of 
course  the  first  duty  for  men  who  are  not  in  these  or- 
ganizations is  to  remain  outside  of  them,  and  the  first 
duty  for  men  who  are  in  these  organizations  is  to 
come  out  from  among  them ; and  when  those  who  are 
out  remain  out,  and  those  ^vho  are  in  have  abandoned 
their  lodge  relations,  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  all  of 
them  who  have  the  light  to  let  it  shine  for  the  saving 
of  their  brothers  who  otherwise  may  be  ensnared  and 
entrapped  to  their  temporal  and  eternal  loss.  Jesus 
has  declared  that  men  do  not  live  for  themselves, 
and  that  they  are  bound  to  let  any  truth  which  they 
have  become  known  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow 
man.  No  man  having  the  knowledge  which  is  con- 
tained in  this  book  at  his  disposal  is  an  innocent  man 
or  ought  to  consider  himself  a Christian  if  he  fails  to 
lift  a warning  voice  to  save  the  young  men  of  our 
country  from  the  wretched,  miserable  ceremonies, 
oaths  and  obligations  which  are  exhibited  in  this 
book. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Masonic  Secrets382  and  Doctrines  Illustrated. 

Note — As  Freemasonry  is  one  indivisible  system,  and  as 
the  signs  of  all  the  degrees  below  it  must  be  given  in  the 
Opening  and  Closing  Ceremonies  of  each  degree,  we,  with 
these  signs  give  the  rest  of  the  so  called  “Secrets”  and  a 
few  Masonic  quotations,  which  show  the  teachings  and 
doctrines  of  Freemasonry. 


PREPARATION  FOR  ENTERED  APPRENTICE  DEGREE. 

The  candidate  having  satisfactorily  answered  the 
questions  given  on  pages  95-6  of  “Freemasonry  Illustra- 
tedand  paid  the  initiation  fee,  is  prepared  for  initia- 
tion as  follows: 

The  Deacons  or  Stewards  strip  him  to  his  shirt  and 
drawers,  and  his  drawers  must  be  ex- 
changed for  a pair  furnished  by  the  lodge 
which  fasten  with  strings.  The  left  leg 
of  these  is  rolled  up  above  the  knee.  If 
his  shirt  does  not  open  in  front  it  is 
turned  around,  and  if  there  are  metal  but- 
tons or  studs  on  it  they  are  removed. 

The  left  sleeve  of  his  shirt  is  rolled  up 
above  the  elbow,  and  the  left  side  of  his 
shirt  is  tucked  in ; so  that  the  left  leg,  left 
foot,  left  arm  and  left  breast  are  bare.  A 
slipper  is  put  on  his  right  foot,  a hoodwink 

Candidate  duly0Ver  his  eJeS>  and  a Sma11  r0P?  Called  a 

and  truly  pre-cable  tow  is  put  once  around  his  neck. 

pared,  Entered 
Apprentice  De- 
gree. 

Note  382.— From  “FREEMASONRY  ILLUSTRATED.” 

“It  has  been  well  said  that  the  emblems  are  the  Masonic  Secrets 
written  out,  conveying  as  they  do — but  only  to  the  instructed  eye  • 
all  the  Esotery  of  the  institution.— Morris’  Dictionary,  Art.  Emblems 
—Symbols. 


TAKING  ENTERED  APPRENTICE  OBLIGATION. 


Candidate  taking  Entered  Apprentice  Obligation.  dee  page  107. 


“Every  Mason  is  under  an  obligation  to  obey  the 
laws  of  the  lodge  and  the  Grand  Lodge.  5(4  * * 

It  is  the  obligation  which  makes  the  Mason,  and  the 
difference  between  one  Mason  and  another,  consists 
simply  in  the  fact  that  one  keeps  his  obligations  better 
than  another. 

‘An  obligation  is  an  essential  part  of  a degree/^ 
Morris's  Dictionary,  Art,  Obligation, 


©HOCK  OF  lEiLIGHTENMENT*  FIRST  DEGREE, 


Shock  of  Enlightenment  or  Rite  of  Illumination,  Entered  Apprentice  Degree 

DUE-GUARD  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE, 

Hold  out  left  hand,  with  palm  up,  a lit- 
tle in  front  of  the  body,  height  of  hipr; 
next  place  right  hand  horizontally  ov*j 
the  left,,  two  or  three  inches  above  it. 
[See  cut.J 


%i 'tLS-Gaard.  Entered 
Apprentice* 


ENTERED  APPRENTICE  SIGN,  WORD  AND  GRIP. 


SIGN  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping  left 
hand  to  side,  and  at  same  time  raise  right 
arm,  with  hand  still  open,  and  draw  hand 

quickly  across  the  throat,  the  thumb  be- 
ing next  to  the  throat,  then  hand  drops  to 
side,  f See  cut.  | 

Sign  of  Entered 
Apprentice. 

ENTERED  APPRENTICE  StGN  WITHOUT  DUE  GUARD. 

Draw  open  right  hand  across  tho  throat,  thumb  next 
to  throat. 

ENTERED  APPRENTICE  GRIP. 

Grasp  hands  as  in  ordi- 
nary hand  - shaking,  and 

press  ball  of  thumb  hard 
Entered  Apprentice  Grip.  agaiubt  the  knuckle -joint 

of  each  other’s  fore-finger. 

ENTERED  APPRENTICE  WORD. 

Boaz , which  is  the  name  of  the  grip.  For  mode  of 
giving  this  ‘‘word”  see  page  113. 


‘•THE  WORKING  TOOLS  OF  AN  ENTERED  APPRENTICE 


Are  the  Twenty-four  Inch  Gauge  and  Common  Gavel . 


‘THE  TWENTY-FOUR  INCH  GAUGE 

I i I i i i | I'TTp  I i I r I i [..[.i  t | 


Is  an  instrument  used  by  operative  masons  to  measure 
and  lay  out  their  work;  but  we,  as  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  more  noble 
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and  glorious  purpose  of  dividing  our  time.  It  being  divi- 
ded into  twenty-four  equal  parts,  is  emblematical  of  the 
twenty-four  hours  of  the  day,  which  we  are  taught  to 
divide  into  three  equal  parts;  whereby  are  found  eight 
hours  for  the  service  of  God  and  a distressed  worthy 
brother,  eight  for  our  usual  vocations,  and  eight  for 
refreshment  and  sleep/’ — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  38, 

“the  common  gavel 


Is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by  operative  ma« 
sons  to  break  off  the  corners  of  rough  stones,  the  better 
to  fit  them  for  the  builder’s  use;  but  we, as  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the 
more  noble  and  glorious  purpose  of  divesting  our  hearts 
and  consciences  of  all  the  vices  and  superfluities  of  life; 
thereby  fitting  our  minds  as  living  stones  for  that 
spiritual  building,  that  house  not  made  with  hands* 
eternal  in  the  heavens.” — Mackey's  Ritualist ? page  38. 

JEWELS  OF  A LODGE. 


“A  Lodge  has  six  Jewels;  three  of  these  are  immova- 
ble and  three  movable. 

“The  immovable  jewels  are  the  Square , Level  and 
Plumb . 


JEWELS  OF  A LODGE. 


“The  Square  inculcates  morality;  the  Level  equal- 
ity; and  the  Plumb , rectitude  of  conduct. 

“They  are  called  immovable  jewels,  because  they  are 
always  to  be  found  in  the  East,  West  and  South  parts 
of  the  Lodge,  being  worn  by  the  officers  in  those  respec- 
tive stations.” — Mackey's  Ritualist, page  57. 

“the  movable  jewels 

Are  the  Rough  Ashlar y the  Perfect  Ashlar  and  the 
Trestle-Board .” 


Rough  Ashlar.  Berfect  Ashlar.  Trestle-Board. 

“The  rough  ashlar  is  a stone  as  taken  from  the  quarry 
in  its  rude  and  natural  state. 

“The  perfect  ashlar  is  a stone  made  ready  by  the  hands 
of  the  workmen,  to  be  adjusted  by  the  working  tools  of 
the  fellow  craft. 

“The  trestle-board  is  for  the  master  workman  to  draw 
his  designs  upon. 

“By  the  rough  ashlar  we  are  reminded  of  our  rude 
and  imperfect  state  by  nature;  by  the  perfect  ashlar, 
that  state  of  perfection  at  which  we  hope  to  arrive  by 
a virtuous  education,  our  own  endeavors,  and  the  bless- 
ing of  God;and  by  the  trestle-board  we  are  also  remind- 
ed that,  as  the  operative  workman  erects  his  temporal 
building  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  designs  laid  down 
by  the  master  on  his  trestle-board,  so  should  we,  both 
operative  and  speculative,  endeavor  to  erect  our  spirit- 
ual building  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  designs  laid 
down  by  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the  Universe,  in 
the  great  books  of  nature  and  revelation,  which  are  our 
spiritual,  moral,  and  Masonic  trestle-board.” — Mackey's 
Ritualist , page  58, 


THE  POINT  WITHIN  A CIRCLE. 


“Lodges  were  anciently  dedicated  to  King  Solomon, 

[who  was  said  to  be  our  first  Most  Excellent  Grand  Master 
iut  Masons  professing  Christianity  dedicate  theirs  to  St^ 
John  the  Baptist  and  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  who 
were  two  eminent  patrons  of  Masonry;  and  since  their 

time,  there  is  represented,  in  every 
regular  and  well-governed  lodge  a 
A certain  point  within  a circle,  the 

V)  point  representing  an  individual 

brother,  the  circle  the  boundary 
line  of  his  conduct  to  God  and 
man,  beyond  which  he  is  never  to 
suffer  his  passions,  prejudices,  or  in- 
terest to  betray  him,  on  any  occa- 
sion. This  circle  is  embordered  by 
two  perpendicular  parallel  lines,  representing  those 
saints, who  were  perfect  parallels  in  Christianity,  as  well 
as  in  Magonry ; and  upon  the  vertex  rests  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, which  point  out  the  whole  duty  of  man.  In  going 
around  this  circle  we  necessarily  touch  upon  these  two 
lines,  as  well  as  upon  the  Holy  Scriptures;  and  while  a 
Mason  keeps  himself  thus  circumscribed,  it  is  impossi- 
ble that  he  should  err.1’ — Sickels’s  Monitor , page  50. 


The  Point  within  a 
Circle. 


PREPARATION  FOR  FELLOW  CRAFT  DEGREE, 

Candidate  is  prepared  much  the  same 
as  in  the  first  degree.  The  right  leg,  right 
arm,  right  breast,  and  right  foot  being 
bare,  a slipper  on  left  foot  and  the  cable 
tow  twice  around  his  naked  right  arm 
near  shoulder. 

/ 

A small  white  apron  with  bib  turned 
up  and  he  is  “duly  and  truly  prepared”  to 
be  made  a Fellow  Craft 


Preparation  Fellow  Craft  Degree? 


FELLOW  CRAFT  DUE-GUARD  AND  SIGN. 


Candidate  taking  Fellow  Craft 
Obligation. 


‘^Increased  privileges 
and  honors  thus  encir- 
cling the  profession  of  Fel 
low  Craft,  weightier  and 
more  numerous  responsi- 
bilities are  superadded. 

Powerful  obligations, 
impelling  him  to  be  secret 
obedient,  honest  and 
charitable,  guide  and  re- 
strain him.  * * * 

'"He  is  subject  to  the 
discipline  of  his  mother- 
lodge,  and  to  all  the 
penalties  of  Masonry/' — 
Morris's  Dictionary , Art . 
Fellow  Craft , 


DUE-GUARD  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Hold  out  right  hand,  palm  down, 
height  of  hips,  and  raise  left  hand  to 
point  perpendicularly  upward,  fore- 
arm forming  a right  angle  with  arm. 
[See  cut.] 

Doe-Guard,  Fellow 
Craft. 

SIGN  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Made  from  due-guard  by  dropping  left 
hand  carelessly  to  side  while  raising  right 
hand  to  left  breast,  fingers  a little 
crooked;  then  draw  hand  quickly  across 
the  breast ; then  drop  hand  to  side.  [See 
<mt] 

Sign  of  a Fellow 
Craft. 


FELLOW  CRAFT  GRIPS  AND  WORKING  TOOLS. 


PASS  GRIP  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Grasp  right  hands  as  in  ordi- 
nary hand  shaking  and  press 
Pass  Grip  of  Fellow  Craft  ball  of  thumb  hard  between 
knuckles  of  first  and  second  fingers. 
pass  OF  A fellow  craft — Shibboleth ; the  name  of  the 
grip. 

GRIP  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT. 

Grasp  right  hands  in  the 
usual  way  and  press  thumb 
on  knuckle  joint  of  second 
finger. 

“the  WORKING  TOOLS  OF  A FELLOW  CRAFT 


Plumb. 


Are  the  Plumb , the  Square,  and  the  Level. 

uThe  Plumb  is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by  operative 
masons  to  raise  perpendiculars;  the  Square , to  square 
their  work;  and  the  Level,  to  lay  horizontals;  but  we,  as 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of 
them  for  more  noble  and  glorious  purposes;  the  plumb 
admonishes  us  to  walk  uprightly  in  our  several  stations 
before  God  and  men,  squaring  our  actions  by  the  square 
of  virtue,  and  remembering  that  we  are  traveling  upon 
the  level  of  time  to  that  undiscovered  country  from 
^rhosa  bourne  no  traveler  returns P-Mackey’s  Rit.j)*  73% 


MASTER  MASONS  PREPARATION  AND  DEE-GUARD. 


PREPARATION  OF  CANDIDATE,  MASTER 
MASON’S  DEGREE. 

The  candidate  is  stripped,  as  in  previous 
degrees,  but  in  this  u Sublime  Degree ^ 
both  breasts,  both  arms  both  feet  and 
legs  are  bare.  He  is  hood-winked  and 
the  cable-tow  is  put  three  times  around 
his  body. 


Preparation  of  Candidate 
Master  Masoa’c  Degree 


Candidate  taking  Master  Mason’s  Obligation.  See  page 

f DUE-GUARD  OF  A MASTER  MASON. 

Extenl  both  hands,  in  front  of  the  body, 
height  of  hips,  palms  down,  thumbs  nearly 
touching  each  other.  [See  cut.] 

Due-Guard,  Mas- 
ter Mason. 


MASXSB  MASON'S  SIGN,  PASS  GRIP  AND  BEAL  GRIP- 


SIGN  OP  A MASTER  MASON. 

Made  from  due-guard,  by  dropping  left 
hand  and  drawing  right  hand  across  the 
bowels  to  the  right,  thumb  toward  the  body, 
height  of  hips.  [See  cut.J 


Sign  of  a MastQl 
Mason. 

PASS  GRIP  OF  A MASTER 
MASON. 

Grasp  hands  naturally  and 

Pass  Grip  of  a Master  Mason.  press  thumb  between 

knuckles  of  second  and  third  fingers. 

STRONG  GRIP  OF  A MASTER  MASON  OR  LION’S  PAW. 


Hands  joined  as  shown  in  cut,  thumb  and  fingers 
pressing  hard  on  hand  and  wrist  of  each  other. 

pass  of  a master  mason  Tubal  Cain ; name  of  grip. 
“the  compasses 

A Are  peculiarly  consecrated  to  this  de- 
gree, because  within  their  extreme 
points,  when  properly  extended,  are 
emblematically  said  to  be  inclosed  the 
principal  tenets  of  our  profession,  and 
hence  the  moral  application  of  the  Compasses,  in  the 
third  degree,  is  to  those  precious  jewels  of  a Master 
Mason,  I friendship,  Morality,  and  Brotherly  Love.” — 
Mackey9*  Ritualist,  page  110 . 


“THE  WORKING  TOOLS  OP  A MASTER  MASON. 

Are  all  the  implements  of  ma- 
sonry indiscriminately,  but  more 
especially  the  Trowel . 

“The  Trowel  is  an  instrument  made  use  of  by  Opera- 
tive Masons  to  spread  the  cement  which  unites  a build- 
ing into  one  common  mass; but  we,  as  Free  and  Accep- 
ted Masons,  are  taught  to  make  use  of  it  for  the  more 
noble  and  glorious  purpose  of  spreading  the  cement  of 
brotherly  love  and  affection;  that  cement  which  unites 
us  into  one  sacred  band,  or  society  of  friends  and  broth- 
ers, among  whom  no  contention,  should  ever  exist, 
but  that  noble  contention  or  rather  emulation;  of  who 
can  best  work  and  best  agree.” — Mackey's  Bit.  p.  Ill . 

The  Tragedy  of  The  Third  Degree. 

PLAYING  MURDER  AND  RESURRECTION  IN  TEN  SCENES. 


Scums  I.— Plating  Murder-  Assault  by  "Jubelti"  oa  the  Candidate 
alias  “Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiff.” 


tLA  x LN(X  M by  “Jo&klum”  ua  the  OuuUdAtoa 


PLAYING  MURDER  AND  MOURNING* 


SCEND  VI;  PLAYING  MURDER.-“Jubelum”  kills  him  with  the  Setting  Maul  aad  tumbles  him 
into  the  Canvas. 


First  Position.  Second  Position.  Third  Position. 

Scene  YII:  Playing  Distress.— Mourning  for  “our  Grand  Master  Hiram 


Raise  hands  and  arms  as  shown  in  first  cut,  and  if  in 
the  ceremony  of  “raising”  or  in  the  dark,  the  words  in 
brackets  may  be  used,  otherwise  not.  [0  Lord.]  Bring 
arms  from  first  to  second  position,  [My  God,]  bring 
arms  to  third  position  [is  there  no  help  for  the  widow’s 
Son?]  bring  arms  to  side. 


PLAYTNTG  MOTmHTNG  AKD  REStTRRECTlOK. 


In  the  dark,  when  in  distress,  the  words  are  “0  Lord, 
my  God  is  there  no  help  for  the  widows  son?” 
[n  the  ceremony  of  “raising”  after  the  second  at- 
tempt and  failure  to  raise  the  body,  first  by  the 
Entered  Apprentice’s  Grip  and  then  by  the  Fellow 
Craft’s  when  this  sign  is  given  the  words  are,  “0  Lord 
my  God!  0 Lord  my  God!  0 Lord  my  God l I fear  the 
Coaster’s  word  is  forever  lost.” 


Scents  VIII:  Plating  Distress. -Procession  Singing  Dirge  for  “our  Grand 
Master  Hiram  Abiff.” 


Scene  IX:  Plating  Resurrection— Praying  at  Mock  Resurrection 
of  Candidate  ftHag  “our  Grand  Master  Hiram  Abiif.’* 


FIVE  POINTS  OF  FELLOWSHIP  AND  THREE  STEPS, 


FIVE  POINTS  OF  FELLOWSHIP. 

Foot  to  foot,  knee  to  knee,  breast  to 
breast, hand  to  back  and  cheek  to  cheek, 
or  mouth  to  ear,  when  they  whisper: 
Mah-hah-bone , which  is  the  Master's 
word. 


Scene  X:  Playing  Resobreotion— Candidate  Raised  on  the  Five  Points 
of  Fellowship. 


EMBLEMS383  OF  THE  MASTER  MASON'S  DEGREE. 
‘‘THE  THREE  STEPS 

Usually  delineated  up- 
on the  Masters  carpet, 
are  emblematical  of 
the  three  principal 
stages  of  human  life, 
viz:  youth,  manhood , 
and  age,.  In  youth  as 
Entered  Apprentices, 
we  ought  industrious- 
ly to  occupy  our  minds 
lin  the  attainment  of 
useful  knowledge;  in 
manhood,  as  Fellow  Crafts,  we  should  apply  our  knowl- 
edge to  the  discharge  of  our  respective  duties  to  God, 
our  neighbor,  and  ourselves;  that  so  in  age,  as  Master 
Masons,  we  may  enjoy  the  happy  reflection  consequent 
on  a well-spent  life,  and  die  in  the  hope  of  a glorious 
immortality. 

Note  383.— “Under  the  term  Emblems,  writers  include  those  conveying 
both  the  esotery  and  exotery  of  Masonic  knowledge.”— Morris's  Dictionary, 
Art.  Emblems* 


EMBLEMS  MASTER  MASON’S  DEGREE, 

‘'THE  POT  OF  INCENSE 
Is  an  emblem3'4  of  a pure  heart,  which  is 
always  an  acceptable  sacrifice  to  the  Deity; 
and  as  this  glows  with  fervent  heat,  so 
should  our  hearts  continually  glow  with 
gratitude  to  the  great  and  beneficent  Au- 
thor of  our  existence,  for  the  manifold 
blessings  and  comforts  we  enjoy. 

“the  bee  hive 

Is  an  emblem  of  industry,  and 
recommends  the  practice  of  that 
virtue  to  all  created  beings,  from 
the  highest  seraph  in  heaven  to 
the  lowest  reptile  of  the  dust  [etc. 

“the  book  of  constitutions  guarded  by  the  tyler’s 

SWORD 


Reminds  us  that  we  should  be  ever 
watchful  and  guarded  in  our 
thoughts,  words  and  actions,  partic- 
ularly when  before  the  enemies  of 
Masonry;  ever  bearing  in  remem- 
brance those  truly  Masonic  virtues,  silence  and  circum- 
spection. 

“THE  SWORD  POINTING  TO  A NAKED  HEART 

Demonstrates  that  justice  will 
sooner  or  later  overtake  us;  and  al- 
though our  thoughts,  words  and 
actions  may  be  hidden  from 
the  eyes  of  man,  yet  that 


Note384»— “Everything  In  the  esotery  of  the  society  is  written  down,  or 
engraved  upon  durable  objects  by  Symbols.  Each  of  these  has  a public 
and  private  meaning,  the  latter  communicated  only  by  suitable  restrictions 
to  proper  persons.  These  Symbols  form  a large  part  of  the  universal  lan- 

■™T-,a~rrat*£  >1 — If/ivrin'j  Ant 


EMBLEMS  MASTER  MASON'S  DEGREE. 
“ALL-SEEING  EYE, 

Whom  the  Sun 
Moon  and  Stars 
obey,  and  under 
whose  watchful 
care  e>en  comets 
perform  their 
stupendous  revo- 
lutions, pervades 
the  inmost  re- 
cesses of  the  hu- 
man heart,  and 

will  reward  us  according  to  our  merits. 

“the  anchor  and  ark 


Are  emblems  of  a well-grounded 
hope , and  a well-spent  life.  They 
are  emblematical  of  that  divine 
ark , etc. 


UTHE  FORTY-SEVENTH  PROBLEM  OF  EUCLID. 

This  was  an  invention  of  our  ancient 
friend  and  brother,  the  great  Pythagoras, 
who,  in  liis  travels  through  Asia,  Africa 
and  Europe,  was  initiated  into  the  several 
orders  of  priesthood,  etc. 

“the  hour  glass 


Is  an  emblem  of  human  life.  Be- 
hold! how  swiftly  the  sands  run, 
and  how  rapidly  our  lives  are  draw- 
ing to  a close ! etc. 


“the  scythe 

Is  an  emblem  of  time,  which  cuts  the 
brittle  thread  of  life,  and  launches 
us  into  eternity.  Behold!  what 
havoc  the  scythe  of  time  makes 
among  the  human  race ! If  by  chance 
we  should  escape,”  [etc.  See  p.  311.] 
— Sickels's  Monitor,  pages  113-09* 


EMBLEMS  MASTER  MASON'S  DEGREE. 
THE  SETTING  MAUL,  SPADE  AND  COFFIN. 


“The  second  class 
of  emblems  are  not 
monitorial,  and 
therefore  their  true 

interpretation  can 
only  be  obtained  within  the  tyled  recesses  of  the  lodge, 
They  consist  of  the  Setting  Maul,  the  Spade,  the 
Coffin,  and  the  Sprig  of  Acacia.  They  afford  subjects 
of  serious  and  solemn  reflection  to  the  rational  and 
contemplative  mind.” — Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  131 . 

Fourth,  or  Mark  Master’s  Degree. 

[first  degree  of  the  chapter.] 

CRAFTSMEN  FROM  THE  QUARRIES. 
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PENALTY  OF  AN  IMPOSTER. 


ter’s  Degree.  Stripped  to  his 
shirt  and  drawers  and  both 
breasts  bare  ; hoodwinked 
and  a cable- tow  four  times 
around  his  body. 


DUE-GUARD  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Third  and  fourth  fingers  of  right 
hand  closed;  thumb  and  first  and 
second  fingers  extended;  position  of 
carrying  the  keystone;  then  bring 
right  hand  up  to  right  ear  and  move 
it  hack  and  forth  as  if  brushing 
back  a lock  of  hair,  ear  passing  be- 
tween thumb  and  finger  each  time. 
[See  cut.]  This  refers  to  the  pen- 
alty of  having  right  ear  smote  off. 


Sign,  Mark  Master. 


Principal  Sign. 


SIGN,  MARK  MASTER. 

Made  from  due-guard 
by  dropping  right  hand 
and  arm  to  a horizontal 
position,  extended  in 
front  on  a line  with  the 
(hips,  and  at  same  time 
raise  left  hand  about  the 
height  of  your  chin,  and 
bring  it  down  edgewise 
on  right  wrist,  as  if  to 
chop  off  right  hand. 

GRAND  HAILING  SIGN. 

Close  the  third  and 
fourth  fingers  of  right 
hand,  extending  the 
thumb  and  second  finger 
— the  position  in  which 
the  keystone  is  carried. 

HEAYE  OYER,  OR 
PRINCIPAL  SIGN. 

With  a rigorous 
slaj ) place  back  of 
fright  hand  in  palm 
of  left , both  being 
flat  and  held  down 
near  right  hip,  then 
swing  them  togeth- 
er over  to  /e/7shoul- 
der. 

SIGN  OF  RECEIVING 
WAGES. 

Hand  and  arm 
extended,  third  and 
fourth  fingers  clos- 
ed, thumb  and  first 
fingers  extended  and 
spread  as  in  cut. 


Grand  Hailing  Sign  of 
Distress,  Mark  Master. 


Sign  of  Receiving  Wages. 


628  GRIPS  AND  WORKING  TOOLS  OP  A MARK  MASTER* 

PASS  GRIP  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Right  hands 
grasped,  as  if  to 
pull  a person  up 
a steep  bank, 
thumbs  touching 
at  ends.  [See  cut.] 

REAL  GRIP  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 

Little  fingers 
locked,  others 
closed,  points  of 
thumbs  together  as 
shown  in  cut. 

Real  Grip  of  a Mark  Master. 

Word:  Siroc,  or  Mark  Well. 

WORKING  TOOLS  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 


UTHE  CHISEL 

Morally  demonstrates  the  advantages  of 
discipline  and  education.  The  mind,  like  the 
diamond  in  its  original  state,  is  rude  and 
unpolished,  but  as  the  effect  of  the  chisel 
on  the  external  coat  soon  presents  to  view 
the  latent  beauties  of  the  diamond,  so  educa- 
tion discovers  the  latent  virtues  of  the 
mind,  and  draws  them  forth  to  range  the 
large  field  of  matter  and  space,  to  display 
the  summit  of  human  knowledge,  our  duty 
to  God  and  to  man.” 


THE  MALLET 


Morally  teaches  us  to  correct  irregularities,  and  to  re- 
duce man  to  a proper  level;  so  that,  by  quiet 
deportment  he  may,  in  the  school  of  discipline, 
learn  to  be  content.  What  the  mallet  iz  to 
the  workman,  enlightened  reason  is  to  the 
passion;  it  curbs  ambition,  it  depresses  envy, 
it  moderates  anger,  and  it  encourages  good 


DUE- GUARD  AND  SIGN  OF  A PAST  MASTER. 
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dispositions;  whence  arises  among  good  Masons  that 
comely  order, 

“Wnicn  nothing  earthly  gives,  or  can  destroy. 

The  soul’s  calm  sunshine,  and  the  heartfelt  Joy,” 

— Mackey's  Ritualist,  page  285. 


THE  MARK  OF  A MARK  MASTER. 


“In  the  passage  from  the  second  chapter 
of  Revelations,  which  is  read  during  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  keystone,  it  is  most  probable 
that  by  the  white  stone  and  the  ‘new  name,'J 
St.  John  referred  to  these  tokens  of  alliance 
and  friendship. v — Mackey’s  Rit.  page  287 . 


DUE-GUARD  OF  A 
PAST  MASTER. 

Fingers  of  right 
hand  closed,  end 
of  thumb  be- 
tween closed  lips, 
as  if  ready  to 
split  open  the 
tongue  with 
thumb  nail.  [See 
cut  and  penalty 
of  obligation.] 

sign  of  a PAST 
MASTER. 

Raise  right  hand 
to  left  shoulder, 
hand  open,  and 
draw  it  diagonal- 
ly down  across 
body  to  right  hip, 
thus  crossing  the 
penalties  of  the  first  three  degrees. 


Step  and  Due-Guard  of  a 
Past  Master. 


Sign  of  a Past  Master. 

[See  cut.] 


630  PREPARATION  MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER* 

GRIP  OF  A PAST  MASTER. 

Give  Master  Mason’s  grip, 
inside  of  right  feet  together, 
then  whisper  the  u Word” 
Giblm.  Next  grasp  left 
arms  just  above  the  wrist 
with  right  hands  and  right 
arms  at  elbow  with  left 
hands,  saying  as  change  is 
made,  From  a grip  to  a 
span. 


Grip  of  a Past  Master. 


PREPARATION  OF  CANDIDATE, 
MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER’S  DEGREE. 

Junior  Deacon  removes  candidate’s 
coat,  and  puts  a cable-tow  six  times 
around  his  body.  No  hoodwink  in 
this  degree. 


Pyj-paratton  Most 
Escelleut  Master. 


DUE-GUARD,  SIGN  AND  GRIP,  M.  E.  MASTER. 
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DUE-GUARD,  OR 
PENAL  SIGN, 

MOST  EXCEL- 
LENT MASTER. 

H ands  on 
centre  of  breast, 
fingers  just 
touching  each 
other,  and 
crooked,  as  if  to 
tear  open  your 
breast,  which 
is  the  penalty 
of  this  degree. 

[See  cut.") 

SIGN,  OR  SIGN 
OF  ASTONISH- 
MENT. 

Hands  and 
arms  extended 
forwards  and 
upwards,  eyes  rolled  back,  as  shown  in  the  cut. 

GRIP,  MOST  EXCELLENT  MASTER. 

Grasp  right  hands, 
and  with  finger  on 
u n d e r side  and 
thumb  on  top  press 

Grip,  Most  Excellent  Master.  third  finger  near 

knuckle.  [See  cut. J 
“It  is  this  bringing  of 
the  ark  into  the  tem- 
ple with  shouting  and 
praise,  and  depositing 
it  in  the  holy  spot 
where  it  was  thence- 
forth to  remain,  that  is  commemorated  by  a portion  of 
the  ceremonies  of  the  Most  Excellent  Master's  degree. 
— Mackey’s  Ritualist,  page  328 . 


Due -Guard,  or  PenaJ  Sign, 
Most  Excellent  Master. 


Sign  of  Astonishment, 
Most  Excellent  Master. 
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ROYAI  ARCH  CANDIDATES, 


Royal  Arch  Due -Guard— 1st  Position.  Royal  Arch  Due- Guard— 2d  Position. 


ROYAL  ARCH  DEGREE, 
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ROYAL  ARCH  DUE -GUARD. 

Turning  to  the  left  and  looking  up, 
raise  left  hand  and  arm,  as  shown  In 
cut,  first  position,  palm  of  hand  out; 
then  bring  up  right  hand,  with  a slight 
Blap  tin  back  of  left ; then  turn  to  the 
right,  and  raise  right  hand,  and  bring 
up  left  hand  with  a slap  on  right  hand. 
[In  some  Chapters  this  Is  called  the 
penal  sign,  as  it  Is.  ] 


ROYAL  ARCH  SIGN. 

Right  hand  held  with  edge  against 
forehead,  thumb  next  to  forehead; 
then  draw  band  across  to  the  right. 
This  refers  to  the  penalty  of  the  de- 
gree — elm  11  smote  off. 
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Royal  arch  degree. 
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Royjil  Arch  Grand  Hailing  Sign. 


8dPggitioii  QrandHaUing  Sign, 


ROYAL  ARCH  DEGREE.  635 

ROYAL  ARCH  G.  HAILING  SIGN. 

Fingers  interlaced  and 
held  over  the  head  as 
shown  in  cut,  first  posi- 
tion ; turning  to  the  right 
bring  hands  down  on 
thighs  with  a slight  slap 
as  if  suffering  severe  pain 
in  the  back* 


Sign  of  Grand  Master  First  Veil. 
Holding  out  a cane. 


Sign  of  Grand  Master  Third  Veil. 
Pouring  out  water  as  shown  Incut 


Sign  of  G.  Master  Second  Veil. 
Putting  right  haud  into  bosom. 

WORDS  OF  G.  M.  FIRST  VEIL. 

Shem,  Ham  and  Japheth. 

WORDS  OF  G.  M.  SECOND  rfIL. 

Shem,  Japheth  and  Adcnirr 

WORDS  OF  G.  M.  THIRD  T 

Haggai,  Joshua  and  Zer- 
rubbabel. 

SIGNET  OF  G.  M.  THIRD  v .. 

That  of  Zerrubbabel  or  Trutfe* 
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“the  working  tools  op  a royal  arch  mason. 


Are  the  Crow , Pickaxe  and 
Spade,  The  Crow  is  used  by 
operative  masons  to  raise 
things  of  great  weight  and  bulk 
the  Pickaxe  to  loosen  the  soil 
and  prepare  it  for  digging ; and 
the  Spade  to  remove  rubbish. 
But  the  Boyal  Arch  Mason  is 
emblematically  taught  to  use  hem  for  more  noble  purposes, 
By  them  he  is  reminded  that  it  is  his  sacred  duty  to  lift  from 
his  mind  the  heavy  weight  of  passions  and  prejudices  which 
encumber  his  progress  towards  virtue,  loosening  the  hold 
which  long  habits  of  sin  and  folly  have  had  upon  his  disposi- 
tion, and  removing  the  rubbish  of  vice  and  ignorance,  which 
prevents  him  from  beholding  that  eternal  foundation  of  truth 
and  wisdom  upon  which  he  is  to  erect  the  spiritual  and  mor- 
al temple  of  his  second  life.” — Sickels's  Monitor , Part  2,p.  65. 

SQUARES  OF  OUR  THREE  ANCIENT  GRAND  MASTERS. 


‘‘Freemasonry  is  throughout  so  connected  a system  that  we 
are  continually  meeting  in  an  inferior  degree  with  something 
that  is  left  to  be  explained  in  a higher.  Such  is  the  case  with 
the  three  squares  of  our  ancient  Grand  Masters , whose  pecul- 
iar history  can  only  be  understood  by  those  who  have  ad- 
vanced to  the  degree  of  Select  Master  '"-Mackey's  Ritp.  381. 

“THE  EQUILATERAL  OR  PERFECT  TRIANGLE. 

Is  emblematical  of  the  three  essential 
attributes  of  Deity, namely:  Omnipres- 
ence, Omniscience  and  Omnipotence, 
and  as  the  equal  sides  or  equal  angles 
form  but  one  Triangle,  so  these  three 
equal  attributes  constitute  but  one  God. 

— Sicker s Monitor , Part  2, page  73. 

THE  ROYAL  ARCH  BANNER, 


Which  should  be  displayed  in  every 
regular  Chapter  of  Boyal  Arch  Masons, 
is  composed  of  the  four  standards  used 
to  distinguish  the  four  principal  tribes 
of  the  children  of  Israel  who  bore  their 
banners  through  the  wilderness.” 
— Sickel’ s Monitor , Part  2,  page  76. 


DTETIATION, 


t)3? 
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GRAND  OMNIFIC  OR  ROYAL  ARCH  WORD. 


This  must  only  be  given  by  a group  of  three.  Each 
with  his  right  hand  grasps  the  right  wrist  of  the  com- 
panion on  the  left,  and  with  his  left  hand  the  left  wrist 
of  his  companion  on  his  right,  throwing  forward  his 
right  foot,  hollow  in  front,  his  toe  touching  the  heel  of 
his  companion  on  the  right.  This  is  called  three  times 
three,  as  there  are  three  right  hands,  three-  left  hands 
and  three  feet  forming  three  triangles.  They  then  re- 
peat the  verse  given  on  page  500  of  Freemasonry  Illus- 
trated. 

They  then  balance  three  times  three,  with  a short 

pause  between  each 
three,  when  they  raise 
their  right  hands  over 
their  heads,  as  shown  in 
cut,  and  the  Grand  Om- 
nific  Royal  Arch  word 
is  given  in  low  breath 
in  syllables,  as  follows: 
The  first  one  says  Jah, 
second  one  huh,  third 
one  lun;  then  the  sec- 
ond one  says  Jah , third 
one  hull,  and  first  one 
lun;  then  the  third  one 
says  Jah,  first  one  huh, 
second  one  lun. 

The  word  Je-ho-vah 
is  treated  in  the  same 
way,  and  the  word  G-o-d 
is  given  in  the  same 
way  but  letter  by  let- 
ter, thus  each  of  the 
three  being  repeated 
three  times,  varying  each  time  as  explained.  In  some 
Chapters  only  the  word  Je-ho-vah  is  given  in  this  way, 
and  in  others  the  word  Jah- Bel-On  was  formerly  used, 


Group  of  Three,  Giving  Grand  Omnific 
Word. 


APPENDIX. 


Note  a.  In  opening  on  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  de- 
gree  some  lodges  “come  to  order  on  the  due-guard/5 
instead  of  on  the  sign  as  given  on  page  61.  In  the  same 
lodges,  when  closing  on  the  Third  Degree,  the  Senior 
Warden,  when  rising  to  answer  the  Worshipful  Master, 
salutes  him  with  the  due-guard  instead  of  sign  of  that 
degree  as  given  on  page  331. 

Note  b.  In  Michigan  and  other  lodges,  when  the 
Worshipful  Master  in  the  opening  and  closing  exercises 
comes  to  the  Warden  he  asks,  “Brother  Senior  (or 
Junior)  Warden,  why  in  the  wrest  (or  south)  and  your 
duties  there ?”  And  when  asking  about  the  Master’s 
station,  says,  “Why  in  the  east,  and  his  duties  there?’' 
See  pages  64,  65,  72,  78,  162,  163,  336  and  337.  In 
some  lodges  the  clause  in  italics  is  omitted. 

Note  c.  In  some  lodges  in  the  form  of  passing  from 
first  to  second  and  second  to  third  degree,  the  second 
question  is  given,  “From  what  and  to  what?”  the  same 
as  on  pages  71,  77,  183,  185,  210  and  259.  In  others 
the  question  is:  “From  what?”  and  in  others,  “From 
what  unto  what?” 

Note  d.  Tn  the  Fellow  Craft’s  degree  in  answer  to 
the  question,  “Why  by  the  Square?”  the  answer  is:  “Be- 
cause it  is  an  emblem  of  morality  and  one  of  the  working 
tools  of  my  profession  ” as  given  on  pages  71  and  210, 
but  in  some  lodges  the  term  “Fellow  Craft”  is  substi- 
tuted for  “my  profession 

Note  e.  In  some  lodges  in  giving  the  word  Boaz,  the 
first  syllable  is  pronounced  first,  thus  Bo-Az.  Boaz,  in- 
stead of  as  given  on  pages  113  and  129. 


APPENDIX. 


Note  /.  In  many  lodges  the  penalty  of  the  Felloe 
Craft’s  obligation  is>,  “my  left  breast  torn  open,  my  heart 
plucked  out  and  given  as  a prey  to  the  beasts  of  the  field 
and  fowls  of  the  air.”  The  penalty  given  on  pages  176, 
183,  213,  282,  284,  298  and  326  is  as  given  in  Michigan, 
but  the  other  form  is  in  common  use  in  some  jurisdic- 
tions. 

Note  g.  In  some  lodges  the  word  waterfall  is  used  in- 
stead of  water-ford , pages  202  and  223.  Mackey  (Rit- 
ualist, page  94)  pronounces  water-ford  incorrect  as  it 
means  almost  the  opposite  of  waterfall , yet  both  words 
are  in  extensive  use. 

Note  h.  In  some  lodges  the  word  Jackin  is  given  by 
lettering:  A.  J.  C.  H.  I.  N.,  and  then  halved;  instead  of 
being  only  halved,  as  on  pages  185,  204  and  22. 

Note  i.  In  some  lodges  Fellow  Crafts  are  taught  to 
wear  their  aprons  with  the  left  corner  of  bib  turned  up 
and  Master  Masons  with  the  bib  down;  but  the  reverse 
as  given  on  pages  187,  242  and  262  is  the  correct  and 
more  general  way  of  wearing  them  in  these  degrees. 

Note  j.  In  some  lodges  instead  of  the  word  seafaring 
nsed  on  pages  280  and  298  the  word  wayfaring  is  used. 
Mackey  (Ritualist  page  116)  calls  the  use  of  the  word 
seafaring  a monstrous  corruption  of  the  old  term,  ytt 
the  word  is  in  common  use  in  many  jurisdictions. 

THE  END. 
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Publisher’s  Announcement 


Ezra  A.  Cook,  who  founded  this  publishing  business  in  1867, 
was  unalterably  opposed  to  secret  orders.  While  many  of  our 
publications  reflect  his  spirit,  our  books  have  been  extensively 
adopted  as  text  books  in  conferring  the  secret  work  of  all 
standard  orders,  and  the  publishers,  in  continuing  their  sale, 
believe  they  are  filling  a much  felt  want. 

In  further  justification,  we  submit  the  following  from  the 
pen  of  a noted  Masonic  authority.  This  quotation  will  natur- 
ally apply  to  treatises  upon  otJier  secret  orders: — 

“The  objection  to  treatises  and  disquisitions  on  Masonic 
subjects,  that  there  is  danger  through  them  of  giving  too 
much  light  to  the  world  without,  has  not  the  slightest  support 
from  experience.  In  England,  in  France,  and  in  Germany, 
scarcely  any  restriction  has  been  observed  by  Masonic  writers, 
except  as  to  what  is  emphatically  esoteric;  and  yet  we  do  not 
believe  that  the  profane  world  is  wiser  in  those  countries  than 
in  our  own  in  respect  to  the  secrets  of  Freemasonry.  In  the 
face  of  these  publications,  the  world  without  has  remained  as 
ignorant  of  the  aporrheta  of  our  art,  as  if  no  work  had  ever 
been  written  on  the  subject,  while  the  world  within — the  Craft 
themselves — have  been  enlightened  and  instructed,  and  their 
views  of  Masonry  (not  as  a social  or  charitable  society,  but 
as  a philosophy,  a science,  a religion),  have  been  elevated  and 
enlarged. 

The  truth  is  that  men  who  are  not  Masons  never  read  au- 
thentic Masonic  works.  They  have  no  interest  in  the  topics 
discussed,  and  could  not  understand  them,  from  a want  of 
the  preparatory  education  which  the  Lodf?e  alone  can  supply. 
Therefore,  were  a writer  even  to  trench  a little  on  what  may 
be  considered  as  being  really  the  ‘arcana’  of  Masonry,  there 
is  no  danger  of  his  thus  making  an  improper  revelation  to 
improper  persons.” — Mackey,  Ency.  of  Freemasonry,  1887  ed., 
p.  617. 
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SECRET  SOCIETY 
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Free  Masonry 

EXPLANATION. 

The  first  three  degrees,  as  published  in  “Ronayne’s  Hand  Book,” 
termed  the  Blue  Lodge  Degrees,  are  common  to  all  the  Rites. 
The  Scotch  Rite  exclusively  covers  30  Degrees  (4th  to  33d  in- 
clusive). Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  7 Deg.,  or  “Free  Masonry 
Illustrated”  7 Degrees  and  “Knight  Templarism  Illustrated”  6 
Degrees  include  the  entire  “York  Rite”  or  “American  Rite”  De- 
grees. The  York  and  Scotch  Rites  are  the  leading  Masonic 
Rites. 

HAND  BOOK  OF  FREE  MASONRY; 

By  Edmond  Ronayne,  Past  Master  of  Key- 
stone Lodge,  No.  639,  Chicago.  Latest  Re- 
vised Edition,  with  portraits  enlarged  to  284 
pages,  85  illustrations. 

Paper  cover,  pocket  size $1.00 

Flexible  Cloth  “ “ 1.50 

This  work  gives  the  correct  or  “Standard” 
work  and  ritual  of  Masonry ; the  proper 
position  of  each  officer  in  the  Lodge  room, 
order  of  opening  and  closing  the  Lodge,  dress 
of  candidate,  ceremony  of  initiation,  the  cor- 
rect method  of  conferring  the  three  degrees 
Masonry,”  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft 
and  Master  Mason,  the  proper  manner  of  conducting  the  business 
of  the  Lodge,  and  giving  the  signs,  grips,  pass-words,  etc.,  all  of 
which  are 

Accurately  Illustrated  With  85  Engravings. 

The  oaths,  obligations  and  lectures  are  quoted  verbatim 
and  can  be  relied  upon  as  correct.  In  short,  it  is  a com- 
plete and  accurate  Lodge  manual.  The  high  standing  of 
Mr.  Ronayne  in  the  fraternity ; his  popularity  and  success 
as  a teacher  and  lecturer  in  the  lodge,  together  with  testi- 
mony of  high  Masonic  authority,  leaves  no  doubt  of  the 


EZRA  A.  COOK,  Publisher 
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26  E.  Van  Buren  St.  Chicago 


accuracy  of  this  work.  It  contains  the  written  and  the 
“unwritten”  work.  No  higher  proof  of  the  accuracy  and 
reliability  of  this  ritual  could  be  given,  than  that  it  is 

Used  Extensively  in  the  Dodges  by  Officials 

as  a guide  to  the  ceremonies.  Members  of  the  fraternity 
use  it  to  refresh  their  memories  on  the  lectures  and  cere- 
monies. In  short,  it  is  the  “Blue  Lodge  Complete.”  Sent 
securely  wrapped  on  receipt  of  price. 

BLUE  LODGE  AND  CHAPTER. 

By  Edmond  Ronayne.  Bound  in  fine  Cloth,  604  pages. 

Price  $2.00 

This  book  comprises  the  Hand  Book  of  Free  Masonry, 
which  gives  the  written  and  the  “unwritten”  work  of  the 
three  degrees  of  Blue  Lodge  Masonry,  and  the  complete 
work  of  the  four  degrees  of  Chapter  Masonry,  including 
the  Royal  Arch  degree.  This  makes  a compact,  handy  and 
economical  volume. 

REVISED  ILLINOIS  FREEMASONRY,  ELL’D. 

The  complete  and  accurate  ritual  of  the  First  Seven  Ma- 
sonic Degrees  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  by  a Past 
High  Priest,  with  all  Monitorial  and  Scripture  Readings 
and  the  Secret  Work  fully  illustrated.  The  exact  Illinois 
“Work.”  Nearly  400  foot-notes  from  the  highest  Masonic 
authorities.  Complete  work  of  640  pages,  the  First  Seven 
Degrees  comprising  the  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Chapter  De- 


grees. Cloth  $2.00 

First  3 degrees,  cloth Price,  $1.50 


REVISED  FREEMASONRY  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  complete  and  accurate  ritual  of  the  First  Seven  Masonic 
Degrees  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  by  Jacob  O.  Does- 
burg,  Past  Master  of  Unity  Lodge,  Holland,  Michigan,  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  with  full  Monitorial  and  Scripture  Read- 
ings and  the  Secret  Work  profusely  illustrated.  The  exact 
Michigan  “Work,”  with  a Historical  Sketch  of  the  Order  and 
a critical  analysis  of  each  degree  by  President  J.  Blanchard. 
Also  the  legal  attestation  of  the  accuracy  of  the  ritual  by  the 
author  and  others. 

Paper  cover,  $1.50;  cloth,  $2.00;  Plrst  Three  Degrees,  paper, 
$1.00;  cloth,  $1.50. 

STANDARD  FREEMASONRY  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  complete  and  accurate  ritual  of  the  First  Seven 
Masonic  Degrees  of  the  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  by  a 
Past  High  Priest,  with  all  Monitorial  and  Scripture  Read- 
ings and  the  Secret  Work  fully  illustrated.  Nearly  400 
foot-notes  from  the  highest  Masonic  authorities.  Com- 
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plete  work  of  640  pages,  the  First  Seven  degrees  compris- 
ing the  Blue  Lodge  and  the  Chapter  Degrees. 

This  book  gives  the  “work”  of  the  following  twenty-six 
states: 

Alabama,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Alaska,  Colorado,  Connecti- 
cut, Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Oklahoma,  Kentucky,  Louisiana  Mississippi,  Montana,  Ne- 
braska, New  Mexico,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  South  Caro- 
lina, Texas,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyoming,  Ontario,  and 
Canada. 

Cloth,  $2.00.  First  3 degrees,  paper  cover,  $1.00; 
cloth,  $1.50. 


THE  MASTERS  CARPET; 

By  Edmond  Ronayne,  Past  Master  of  Key- 
stone Lodge,  No.  639,  Chicago.  The  work  con- 
tains 406  pages,  illustrated  with  50  engravings, 
and  is  substantially  bound  in  cloth. 

Price,  $1.25 

Explains  the  true  source  and  meaning  of 
every  ceremony  and  symbol  of  the  Blue  Lodge, 
showing  the  basis  on  which  the  ritual  is 
founded.  By  a careful  perusal  of  this  work,  a 
more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
the  order  can  be  obtained  than  by  attending 
the  Lodge  for  years.  Every  Mason,  every  per- 
son contemplating  becoming  a member,  and 
even  those  who  are  indifferent  on  the  subject, 
should  procure  and  carefully  read  this  work. 


MAH-HAH-BONE; 

By  Edmond  Ronayne.  Bound  in  fine  cloth. 
690  pages,  135  illustrations.  Price,  $2.25 

Comprises  the  “Hand  Book  of  Free  Ma- 
sonry” and  “Master’s  Carpet,”  in  one  volume. 
The  value  and  convenience  of  this  combined 
book  will  be  seen  at  once.  As  the  Master’s 
Carpet  frequently  refers  by  foot  notes  to  the 
Hand  Book,  and  the  Hand  Book  as  frequently 
refers  to  the  “Carpet,”  by  having  both  books 
under  one  cover,  reference  can  be  made  in  an 
instant.  It  is  cheaper;  as  the  Carpet  at  $1.25 
and  the  Hand  Book  at  $1.50  would  make  $2.76, 
while  the  combined  book  sells  in  fine  cloth  bind- 
ing at  $2.25. 
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CHAPTER  DEGREES; 

By  Edmond  Ronayne,  Past  Master  of  Key- 
stone Lodge,  No.  639,  Chicago;  Ex-Member 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  312  pp. 

Paper,  $1.00;  cloth,  $1.50 


...  1 V 


This  book  gives  the  opening,  closing, 
secret  work  and  lectures  of  the  Mark  Mas- 
ter, Past  Master,  Most  Excellent  Master  and 
Royal  Arch  Degrees,  as  set  forth  by  the 
General  Grand  Royal  Chapter  of  the  United 
States  of  America.  Completely  illustrated 
with  diagrams,  figures  and  illustrations.  It 
gives  the  correct  method  of  conferring  the 
degrees  and  the  proper  manner  of  conduct- 
1T  ing  the  business  of  the  Lodge.  The  “secret 

work”  is  given  in  full,  including  the  oaths,  obligations, 
signs,  grips  and  pass-words,  all  of  which  are  correct  and 
can  be  relied  upon.  The  accuracy  of  this  work,  has  been 
attested  by  high  and  unimpeachable  Masonic  authority. 


CHAPTER  MASONRY  ILLUSTRATED. 

By  Jacob  O.  Doesburg.  The  4th  to  7th  degrees  inclusive. 

Cloth,  $1.25 

SCOTCH  RITE  MASONRY  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  complete  Ritual  of  the  Scottish  Rite;  4th  to  88rd 

Degrees  inclusive,  by  a Sovereign  Grand  Commander.  Pro- 
fusely illustrated.  The  first  Chapter  is  devoted  to  an  His- 
torical Sketch  of  the  Rite,  by  President  Blanchard,  of  Wheaton 
College,  who  also  furnishes  the  Introduction  and  Analysis 
of  the  character  of  each  degree.  Over  Four  Hundred  accu- 
rate quotations  from  the  highest  Masonic  authorities  (Three 
Hundred  and  Ninety-Nine  of  them  foot-notes)  show  the  char- 
acter and  object  of  these  degrees  and  also  afford  incontro- 
vertible proof  of  the  correctness  of  the  Ritual.  The  work 
is  issued  in  two  vslumes  and  comprises  1,038  pages.  Per 
set  (2  vols). 

Cloth,  $4.00;  paper  cover,  $2.50 

Explanatory. — Freemasonry  illustrated  and  Knight  Tem- 
plarism  illustrated  give  the  13  degrees  of  the  York  Rite, 
and  there  are  33  degrees  in  the  Scottish  Rite.  But  the  first 
three  degrees,  as  given  in  the  first  part  of  Free  Masonry 
Illustrated,  belong  to  both  Rites.  So  these  books  give  43 
different  degrees  (no  duplicates). 
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MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 


By  Albert  G.  Mackey,  Editor  of  the  standard  “Encyclopedia 
of  Freemasonry.”  Bound  In  heavy,  pebbled  cloth,  gold- 
stamped,  670  pages. 

Price.  $3.25 


This  is  the  8th  (and  last)  edition  of  a text-book,  which, 
since  its  first  publication  in  1868,  has  been  accepted  as  the 
highest  authority  on  the  written  and  unwritten  laws  of  Free- 
masonry, taxation,  suspensions,  expulsions,  etc. 


POCKET  LEXICON  OF  FREEMASONRY. 

By  J.  W.  Morris.  A reliable  companion  to  the  young  Mason 
on  the  ritual  and  customs  of  the  Order,  as  well  as  a memory- 
aid  to  the  older  brethren.  68  pages,  cloth  bound. 


Price  - $1.00 

Paper  covers - * 50 


MASONIC  BURIAL  SERVICES. 

By  Robert  Macoy.  General  instructions,  services  in  the 
Lodge  Room,  Church  or  House,  and  at  the  Grave.  Bound  In 
cloth,  illustrated,  36  pages.  Price.  75c. 

Contains  music  and  hymns  to  be  sung  or  played. 


THE  CONCISE  HISTORY  OF  FREEMASONRY 

By  Robert  Freke  Gould,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  of 
England.  Revised  and  brought  up  to  date  by  Fred.  J.  W. 
Crowe,  F.  R.  A.  S.,  F.  R.  Hist.  Soc.,  P.  A.  G.  D.  C.  & P.  G.  Org. 
England;  P.  S.  G.  W.  of  the  National  Grand  Lodge  of  France, 
and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  etc.,  etc.  Nearly  400  pages. 
16  fine  plates.  Cloth,  $5.00 


ORIGIN  OF  FREEMASONRY 

The  1717  theory  exploded.  By  Chalmers  I.  Paton. 

Price,  paper,  50  cents 
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MYSTERIES  OF  FREEMASONRY. 


By  John  Fellows.  Bound  In  purple  cloth,  emblematic 


An  exposition  of  the  religions,  dogmas  and  customs  of  the 
ancient  Egyptians,  showing  from  the  origin  nature  and  objects 
of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  remote  antiquity,  their  identity 
with  Modern  Masonry,  with  some  remarks  on  the  Metamor- 
phosis of  Apuleius. 


By  Albert  G.  Mackey,  Editor  of  the  famous  “Encyclopedia 
of  Freemasonry”.  Bound  in  gray  cloth,  gold-stamped,  240 


The  accepted  authority  on  Parliamentary  Law  as  applied  to 
the  government  of  Masonic  bodies.  A complete  guide  for  the 
transaction  of  business  in  Lodges,  Chapters,  Councils  and 
Commanderies. 


RICHARDSON’S  MONITOR  OF  FREEMASONRY. 


A complete  Guide  to  the  various  Ceremonies  and  Routine  in 
Freemasons’  Lodges,  Chapters,  Encampments,  Hierarchies, 
etc.,  in  all  the  Degrees,  whether  Modern,  Ancient,  Ineffable, 
Philosophical  or  Historical,  containing,  also,  the  Lectures,  Ad- 
dresses, Charges,  Signs,  Tokens,  Grips,  Passwords,  Regalias 
and  Jewels  in  each  Degree.  Profusely  illustrated  with  Ex- 
planatory Engravings,  Plans  of  the  interior  of  Lodges,  etc. 

Paper  covers  $ .75 

Bound  in  gilt,  cloth 1.25 


stamped,  374  pages,  wood-cut,  illustrations. 


Price,  $2.00 


MASONIC  PARLIAMENTARY  LAW. 


pages. 


Price,  $4.oo 
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KNIGHT  TEMPLARISM  ILLUSTRATED. 

A full  illustrated  ritual  of  the  six  degrees  of  the  Council 
and  Commandery,  comprising  the  degrees  of  Royal  Mas- 
ter, Select  Master,  Super-Excellent  Master,  Knight  of  the 
Red  Cross,  Knight  Templar  and  Knight  of  Malta.  A book 
of  341  pages. 

Paper  covers,  $1.25;  Cloth,  $2.00 


THE  MYSTIC  SHRINE  ILLUSTRATED. 

Revised  and  enlarged  edition.  A complete  illustrated  Ritual 
of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine.  This  is  a side  Masonic 
degree  conferred  only  on  Knights  Templar  and  on  Thirty-two 
degree  Masons. 

Paper  cover,  40  cents;  Cloth,  75  cents;  Abridged  Edition, 

Paper  cover,  25  cents 


ADOPTIVE  MASONRY  ILLUSTRATED 

A full  and  complete  ritual  of  the  five  Eastern  Star  or 
Ladies’  Degrees,  by  Thomas  Lowe,  comprising  the  degrees 
of  Jephtha’s  Daughter,  Ruth,  Esther,  Martha  and  Electa, 
and  known  as  the  Daughter’s  Degree.  Widow’s  Degree,  Wife’s 
Degree,  Sister’s  Degree  and  the  Benevolent  Degree. 

Paper  cover,  50  cents;  Cloth,  75  cents 


MASONIC  OATHS. 

By  Edmond  Ronayne,  Past  Master  of  Keystone  Lodge,  No. 
639,  Chicago,  183  pages.  Paper  cover,  price  50  cents. 

A masterly  discussion  of  the  Oaths  of  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
illustrating  every  sign,  grip  and  ceremony  of  the  Masonic 
Lodge.  This  work  is  highly  commended  by  leading  lec- 
turers as  furnishing  the  best  arguments  on  the  character  of 
Masonic  obligations  of  any  book  in  print. 


FREE  MASONRY  AT  A GLANCE. 

By  Edmond  Ronayne,  Past  Master  Keystone  Dodge,  No. 
639,  Chicago,  32  pages.  Price,  postpaid,  15  cents.  It  illus- 
trates every  sign,  grip  and  ceremony  of  the  first  three  degrees, 
and  gives  a brief  explanation  of  each. 


FREEMASONRY  EXPOSED. 

By  Captain  William  Morgan.  The  genuine  old  Morgan 
book  republished  with  engravings  showing  the  Lodge- 
room,  dress  of  candidates,  signs,  due  guards,  grips,  etc. 
Also  portrait  of  the  author  and  engraving  of  the  monu- 
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ment  erected  to  his  memory  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  in  1882,  by 
over  two  thousand  contributors. 

Paper  cover,  35  cents;  Cloth,  75  cents. 

CONFESSION  OF  THE  MURDER  OF  MORGAN. 

In  this  Confession  Henry  L.  Valance  says  that  he  was  one 
of  the  three  chosen  by  lot  to  drown  Capt.  Wm.  Morgan  in 
the  Niagara  River  for  exposing  Free  Masonry. 

Paper  cover,  25  cents  each. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  ABDUCTION  AND  MURDER  OF 

“Capt.  Wm.  Morgan.”  As  prepared  by  seven  committees 
of  citizens,  appointed  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  Morgan.  This 
book  contains  indisputable  legal  evidence  that  Free  Masons 
abducted  and  murdered  Wm.  Morgan,  for  no  other  offense 
than  the  revelation  of  Masonry. 

Price  35  cents 

THREE  MASTER  MASONS. 

By  Milton  A.  Pottenger,  32nd  degree.  Library  size,  400 
pages,  blue  and  gold;  126  questions  answered,  showing  the 
lost  or  hidden  language  of  the  emblem.  Endorsed  by  the 
highest  Masonic  authority. 

Price,  Post  Paid,  $3.00 


‘‘SYMBOLISM”; 

By  Milton  A Pottenger.  A book  for  Masons.  A treatise 
on  the  soul  of  things.  A pack  of  playing  cards  or  book  of 
fifty-two,  an  ancient  Masonic  Bible.  The  United  States,  a 
Masonic  nation,  whose  birth,  duty  and  destiny  is  prophesied 
and  read  in  this  book  of  ancient  wisdom. 

“Symbolism”  throws  a great  light  upon  the  hidden  meaning 
and  teachings  of  Masonic  emblems.  No  officer  or  student  of 
Masonry  can  afford  to  be  without  it.  Every  page  full  of 
wonders  to  the  Masons. 

“Symbolism,”  a large,  7 x 10  book,  250  pages,  handsomely 
bound,  deals  with  many  Masonic  symbols  and  emblems,  and 
more  especially  the  “Playthings”  of  Masonry,  showing  all  the 
secrets  locked  up  in  playing  cards,  etc.  Profusely  illustrated. 

Price,  Post  Paid,  $5.00 
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Miscellaneous  Masonic 

FINNEY  ON  MASONRY. 

The  character,  claims  and  practical  workings  of  Free- 
masonry. By  President  Charles  G.  Finney,  of  Oberlin  Col- 
lege. President  Finney  was  a “bright  Mason”  but  left  the 
Lodge  when  he  became  a Christian.  This  book  has  opened 
the  eyes  of  multitudes. 

Cloth,  $1.25;  paper  cover,  75  cents 

ECCE  ORIENT!. 

The  complete  Standard  Ritual  of  the  First  Three  Ma- 
sonic Degrees  in  Cypher,  with  complete  Floor  Charts  of 
Initiating,  Passing  and  Raising  a Candidate.  Special  edi- 


tions give  exact  “work”  of  each  State.  Pocket  size.  Full 
Roan,  Flap $2.50 

Cabala — Standard  cypher  4th  to  7th  degrees 2.50 

Council  of  the  Orient,  cypher  8th  to  10th  degrees 2.50 

Knights  of  the  Client,  cypher  11th  to  13th  degrees 2.50 

Richardson’s  Monitor  of  Freemasonry,  paper  75  cents; 

cloth  1.25 

Iiester’s  Look  to  the  Last,  cloth 2.00 

King  Solomon  and  His  Followers,  Leather 2.50 

Amaranth,  Rite  of  Adoption 1.25 

Duncan’s  Masonic  Ritual  and  Monitor,  cloth 2.50 

Mackey’s  Masonic  Ritualist,  tuck 3.00 

Sickles’  Masonic  Monitor,  tuck 2.25 

Masonic  Facts  for  Masons 50 

Modern  Secret  Societies,  Blanchard 1.23 

Robert’s  Ritual,  Knights  of  Pythias,  paper,  50  cents;  cloth  1.00 


HOSTILITY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  ROME  TO 
FREEMASONRY. 

The  causes  investigated;  an  inquiry  into  Freemasonry  as  it 
was  and  is;  and  criticism  as  to  how  far  the  Order  fulfills  its 
functions.  Paper  covers,  26  pages.  Price,  $ .50 
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Odd-Fellowship 


REVISED  ODD -FELLOWSHIP  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  complete  revised  ritual  of  the  Lodge,  Encampment 
and  Rebekah  (ladies’)  degree.  By  a Past  Grand  Patriarch. 
Profusely  illustrated  and  guaranteed  to  be  strictly  accurate, 
with  the  sketch  of  the  origin,  history  and  character  of  the 
order.  Over  one  hundred  foot  note  quotations  from  standard 
authorities,  showing  the  character  and  teachings  of  the  order 
and  an  analysis  of  each  degree  by  President  J.  Blanchard. 
This  book  contains  an  exact  copy  of  the  late  official  “Charge 
Books”  issued  by  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  with  the  secret 
work  accurately  given  and  profusely  illustrated.  In  use  all 
over  America.  , 

Paper  covers,  $1.00;  Cloth,  $1.50 


REVISED  REBEKAH  RITUAL  ILUSTRATED 


Revised  and  Amended  Official  “Ritual  for  Rebekah  Lodges, 
Published  by  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,”  with 
the  Unwritten  (secret)  work  added  and  the  official  “Ceremon- 
ies of  Instituting  Rebekah  Lodges  and  Installation  of  Officers 
of  Rebekah  Lodges.” 

Price  paper  covers,  45  cents;  Cloth,  75  cents 


PATRIARCHS  MILITANT  ILLUSTRATED. 


Adopted  by  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd-Fellows  in  September,  1885.  An  accurate  copy 
of  the  Charge  Book  furnished  by  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge 
with  the  eighteen  Military  Diagrams  and  the  Unwritten 
(Secret)  Work  added. 

Paper  cover,  35  cents 


ENCAMPMENT  DEGREES  RITUAL. 

The  revised  ritual  of  the  Patriarchial,  Golden  Rule  and 
Royal  Purple  degrees,  with  charts  and  illustrations. 

Paper  covers,  price  35  cents 
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Other  Secret  Society- 
Rituals 

REVISED  KNIGHTS  OF  PYTHIAS  ILLUSTRATED. 

By  a Past  Chancellor.  A full  illustrated  exposition  of 
the  three  ranks  of  the  order,  with  the  addition  of  the 
“Amended,  Perfected  and  Amplified  Third  Rank.”  An 
exact  copy  of  the  Official  Ritual  “adopted  by  the  Supreme 
Lodge,  August  29,  1802,  P.  P.  XXIX.”  With  the  secret 
work  added.  The  lodge-room,  signs,  counter-signs,  grips, 
etc.,  are  shown  by  engravings. 

Cloth,  $1.00;  Paper,  50  cents 

REVISED  RITUAL  UNIFORM  RANK,  K.  OF  P. 

Exact  Copy  of  the  Official  Ritual  Uniform  Rank,  Knights 
of  Pythias,  authorized  by  Supreme  Lodge  Knights  of  Pythias 
of  the  World,  with  Secret  Work  added.  Fully  illustrated. 

Paper  cover,  35  cents. 

KNIGHTS  OF  THE  ORIENT  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  full  Illustrated  Ritual  of  Ancient  Order  of  the  Orient, 
or  the  Oriental  degree.  This  is  a side  degree,  conferred  mostly 
in  Knights  of  Pythias  Lodges. 

Paper  cover,  price  25  cents 

SECRET  SOCIETIES  ILLUSTRATED. 

Containing  the  signs,  grips,  pass-words,  emblems,  etc.,  of 
Free  Masonry  (Blue  Lodge  to  the  Fourteenth  degree  of  the 
York  Rite),  Adoptive  Masonry,  Revised  Odd-Fellowship,  Good 
Templarism,  the  Temple  of  Honor,  the  United  Sons  of  In- 
dustry, Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Grange,  with  affidavits, 
etc.  Over  250  cuts,  99  pages. 

Paper  covers,  35  cents  each. 

MODERN  WOODMEN  OF  AMERICA  ILLUSTRATED. 

Complete  Revised  Official  Ritual  of  the  Beneficiary  and  Fra- 
ternal Degrees,  with  Unwritten  or  Secret  Work,  Installa- 
tion, Funeral  Ceremonies,  Odes  and  Hymns. 

Paper  covers,  price  45  cents. 

RED  MEN  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  complete  Illustrated  Ritual  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men,  comprising  the  Adoption  Degree,  Hunter’s  Degree, 
Warrior’s  Degree,  and  Chief’s  Degree,  with  the  Odes,  etc. 

Cloth,  75  cents;  Paper  cover,  45  cents. 

KNIGHTS  OF  THE  MACCABEES  ILLUSTRATED. 

Complete  Illustrated  Ritual  of  Order,  with  Unwritten 
Work.  Paper  covers,  price  45  cents. 
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THE  FORESTERS  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  Complete  Illustrated  Ritual  with  Installation  Cere- 
monies. Paper  cover,  35  cents 

TEMPLE  OF  HONOR  ILLUSTRATED. 

A full  and  complete  illustrated  ritual  of  “The  Templars 
of  Honor  and  Temperance,”  commonly  called  the  Temple 
of  Honor.  An  historical  sketch  of  the  order  and  an  analysis 
of  its  character.  A complete  exposition  of  the  subordinate 
Temple,  and  the  degrees  of  Love,  Purity  and  Fidelity,  by  a 
Templar  of  Fidelity  and  Past  Worthy  Chief  Templar. 

Paper  covers,  price  35  cents 

EXPOSITION  OF  THE  GRANGE. 

Edited  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Geeslin.  Illustrated  with  engrav- 
ings, showing  lodge-room,  signs,  signals,  etc. 

Paper  35  cents;  Cloth,  75  cents 

GOOD  TEMPLARISM  ILLUSTRATED. 

A full  and  accurate  exposition  of  the  degrees  of  the  Lodge, 
Temple  and  Council,  with  engravings  showing  the  signs, 
grips,  etc.  Paper  covers,  35  cents. 

RITUAL  KNIGHTS  OF  LABOR  ILLUSTRATED. 

The  complete  illustrated  Ritual  of  the  Order,  including  the 
“Unwritten  Work,”  and  a brief  history  of  the  order;  also  an 
article  on  Anarchism  by  John  V.  Farwell,  etc. 

Paper  covers,  35  oents 

UNITED  SONS  OF  INDUSTRY  ILLUSTRATED. 

A full  and  complete  illustrated  ritual  of  the  secret  pass- 
words, etc.  Paper  covers,  price  25  cents. 

IMPORTANT  INFORMATION— HOW  TO  ORDER. 

Always  remit  the  full  amount  for  your  order  by  Bank  Draft 
on  Chicago  or  New  York  Post-office  or  Express  Money  Order; 
or  enclose  currency  or  stamps  in  a Registered  Letter  (do  not 
send  Coin  if  you  can  avoid  it).  Please  do  not  send  personal 
checks;  if  sent,  add  10  cents  for  exchange. 

Small  orders  will  be  sent  by  Registered  Mail  or  Insured 
Parcel  Post  if  10  cents  extra  is  remitted  with  order,  and 
delivery  of  books,  in  good  order,  is  then  Guaranteed. 

State  Binding  and  Price  of  Each  book  ordered. 

Terms:  Cash  With  Order. 

Write  your  name  and  post-office  address  Plainly  and  In 
Pull,  giving  street  address. 
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Knights  of  Columbus 

ILLUSTRATED 

A COMPLETE  RITUAL  AND  HISTORY  OF 
THE  FIRST  THREE  DEGREES,  INCLUDING 
ALL  SECRET  “WORK”,  FULLY  ILLUS- 
TRATED, BY  A FORMER  MEMBER  OF 
THE  ORDER. 


This  work  gives  the  proper  position  of  each 
officer  during  the  meetings,  the  proper  manner 
of  conducting  the  business  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  order  of  opening  and  closing  of  the 
Lodge,  dress  of  candidates,  ceremony  of  initia- 
tion; giving  the  signs,  grips,  pass  words,  etc. 

Convenient  pocket  size. 

Paper  Covers  • • $ .75 
Cloth  “ . . 1.00 


Sent  postpaid  on  receipt  of  price . 
Liberal  terms  to  agents 0 
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AN  AUTHENTIC  HISTORY  OF  THE 
BENEVOLENT  AND  PROTECTIVE 
ORDER  OF  ELKS.  By  Chas.  Edward  Ellis 


Royal  8vo.,  decorated  cloth,  gilt  top, 
473  pages,  colored  frontispiece,  numerous 
portraits.  Originally  published  at  $5.00. 

$3.°° 

This  work  contains  chapters  on  Trans- 
Atlantic  History;  Formation  of  the  “jolly 
Corks”;  The  Birth  and  Rise  of  the  B.  and  P. 
O.  of  Elks;  First  Ten  Lodges;  The  Ameri- 
can Elk;  Origin  of  the  Motto,  etc.,  with  beau- 
tiful color  plates  of  the  Forget-me-not  (flower 
of  the  Elks)  ; the  Elks*  Colors;  also  contains 
tables  showing  the  growth  of  the  Order. 


EZRA  A.  COOK,  Publisher 

incorporated) 

26  E.  Van  Buren  St.  Chicago 


/ 


